
BRIGHTON MASONIC LODGE DONATES
$300,000 TO THE BRIAN TODD MEMORIAL
COMMUNITY FUND

In December 2019, members of the Masonic United Lodge 29 attended a board

meeting of the BrianTodd Memorial Community Fund to announce a donation of

$300,000 to the charity.

 

“In the face of declining membership, United Lodge 29 is leaving Brighton but the

members believe that our long history and significant contributions to this

community should be remembered in perpetuity. By donating a significant part of the

proceeds of the sale of our building to this important community fund, we will be able

to achieve this goal” stated Marc Dupuis, current Master of United Lodge 29.

 

“We are overwhelmed by this donation”, stated BTMCF’s Chair, Judie Mortlock. “This

generous action on the part of the Masonic order validates what our Board has been

doing for the past ten years – providing supportive grants to local charitable

organizations – and ensures that we will be able to continue this

support for many more years to come.” 
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Mortlock added: “To commemorate the 165 year

history of United Lodge 29, we will include a

special legacy grant as part of our annual granting

activity. As well, at the Lodge’s request, we will

continue its  decades-long support of post-

secondary education through the awarding of two

$2,000 bursaries each year to graduating ENSS

students with family ties to Masonry. 

“All Brighton residents will benefit from this

amazing donation!”Donation presented to BTMCF Chair Judie Mortlock by ( l.to r. ) by
Secretary Colin Wright, Immediate Past Master Andrew Vokes, and
Senior Warden Craig Kerr



A BRIEF HISTORY - 200 YEARS OF
UNITED LODGE, BRIGHTON, ONTARIO

 In the early days the Lodge was known as “The Lodge at the Carrying Place",
and in 1822 a warrant from the second Provincial Grand Lodge at York was 
issued to W.Bro. J. Singleton for a Lodge to be known as United Lodge 
No. 769 on the English Register, and No. 16 on the Provincial Register. The warrant was received
from the Grand Lodge of England.
 

This Lodge ceased working around 1827 for unknown reasons. It is possible that the cause was
due to members moving and the Lodge remained dormant for approximately 20 years. We have no
records until  1855 when the remaining Brethren and others met together and received their
second English Charter as Lodge  No. 502 on the English Register and  No. 19 on the Provincial
Register. W. Bro. John Powers, a Past Master of Trent Lodge was elected Master. In 1858 United
Lodge surrendered their English Charter to become United Lodge No. 29 in the register of the
Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario. The Lodge continued meeting in various
venues in Brighton, until 1955 when it moved into the Masonic Temple on Main Street West, and it
continued there until 2018. 
 
 

The history of Masonry in Brighton is extensive. The Lodge originally worked
under a dispensation from the Grand Masonic Convention at Kingston, issued in
1818 with the Lodge Master being Richard Bullock.  Bullock served with great
distinction in Canada as a Captain in 41st Regiment of Foot during the War of
1812. At Queenstown Heights he commanded the Grenadier Company of the
41st which came up from Chippewa and was mentioned in dispatches for
gallantry. He was also present at Lundy’s Lane and at the assault on Fort Erie
where he was wounded. After the war he remained in Canada and died on
2.10.1824 at Springfield in Murray Township, Upper Canada.

In 2018, due to an aging and declining membership the Lodge
was forced to sell its building. Following the sale, the Lodge met
for a brief period in Warkworth, and presently meets in the Quinte
Masonic Centre in Frankford. The Lodge is actively seeking
amalgamation with Quinte Lodge 69 in order that the work of
United Lodge 29 may continue in the district.
 

The sale of the building resulted in the Lodge having significant
funds beyond its immediate needs.  The Lodge has been an 

y

integral part of Brighton's history and has seen many of its leading citizens play an 
active role in promoting Masonry in the community and beyond. Brian Todd is an
excellent example of this fact as he served as both Master of the Lodge as well as the
District Deputy Grand Master of Prince Edward District.

In recognition of these facts, the members of United Lodge 29 decided to donate a
significant portion of the proceeds of the building sale to the Brian Todd Memorial
Community Fund to be used in projects that share the values of Masonry and the 
Fund in perpetuity.

Brian Todd, Deputy Grand Master
Prince Edward District, 1991-1992

United Lode #29, 153 Main Street, 1955-2018



WHO IS BRIAN TODD?

In 2002, a small group of Brighton residents, led by the late Brian Todd, developed a business plan which, if successful, would see
the creation of a health facility in the former Creekside Banquet Hall at 170 Main Street. An application to incorporate as the
Brighton Health Services Centre was approved on March 8, 2002, and registered charity status was obtained shortly thereafter.
With proceeds from its initial fundraising, and a loan from the Municipality, the founding BHSC Board of Directors purchased the
banquet hall in June, 2002.
 
Re-purposing the building into a health centre was costly. By the time the Centre opened its doors in late 2003, more than $1.7
million had been spent to create a medical clinic large enough to accommodate five physicians and their staff, a YMCA fitness
facility, and an Ontario Early Years Centre from which parenting and child support programs for infants and pre-schoolers were
delivered.
 
In 2006, the Brighton Health Services Centre became the site of the very first Family Health Team in Ontario, when the Premier and
the Minister of Health made the announcement in the medical clinic’s waiting room. Full tenancy was achieved with the addition of a
satellite office of the South-East Community Care Access Centre in 2004, and a County of Northumberland social services office in
2009.
 
By 2008, ongoing fundraising reached $2 million – more than 2300 individuals, businesses and service organizations made
donations and their names are memorialized on a donor wall and donor book on display in the upper lobby of the Brighton Health
Services Centre. Thanks to this unprecedented outpouring of support, the Municipal loan was retired four years in advance of the
loan agreement requirements.  Long-term lease revenue from its tenants assured that the Brighton Health Services Centre would
be operationally sustainable going forward.
 
In 2009, under the continuing chairmanship of Brian Todd, a Community Health Grant Program was established.  Since that time to
the end of 2019, 120 individual grants totaling $435,715 have been awarded to more than 40 community organizations to support
them in advancing their own good works projects in the Brighton community. One grant of special significance was the $10,000
awarded to the ENSS Terry Fox Campaign, as that grant pushed the school’s cumulative cancer fundraising total past the
$1,000,000 mark, one of the highest levels attained by any school in the entire country. The Board made this donation in honour of
Brian Todd, a former ENSS principal , and he himself a victim of cancer. Following his death in 2011, the Board re-named its
granting program the Brian Todd Memorial Community Fund .
 
The BHSC Board of Directors continued to volunteer its services to maintain and administer the Brighton Health Services Centre
until March 2017 when ownership of the building was transferred to the Municipality of Brighton.  The proceeds of that transfer,
together with surplus funds from prior years’ operations, created a fund that will continue to be used to award charitable grants well
into the future. The recent donation of $300,000 from the Masonic 'United Lodge 29' will extend the life of the Fund even further, as
the Board charts a course to solicit further donations to reach its ultimate goal of perpetuity.
 
In August 2017, the corporate name was officially changed to the Brian Todd Memorial Community Fund, and its charitable
registration was also amended to reflect this change. Full details of its history, a listing of all grants awarded, Director profiles , and
more can be viewed at its website btmcf.net

BRIAN TODD MEMORIAL COMMUNITY FUND - OUR HISTORY

he spear-headed the fund-raising campaign to purchase the first Zamboni for the Brighton Arena when
gas-powered scrapers were banned
he assumed a leadership role in the QuestProject, an initiative that saw the construction of a new track
and sports field at ENSS (that venue now bears his name along with another notable community
volunteer, the late Claude Thompson).
he is arguably best remembered as the founding Chair of the Brighton Health Services Centre, guiding
his Board through the acquisition of Creekside Banquet Hall, the renovations to transform it, and the      
fund-raising required to pay for it.

Brian Todd may well be remembered for his 12 year term as principal of ENSS, but it is his 39 years of
volunteer service that truly shapes his legacy. He was a long-serving member of the Brighton Lions and
Rotary Clubs. And, most notably,  Brian was a member of the Masonic 'United Lodge 29', serving a term
as District Deputy Grand Master of the Prince Edward District. It is his Masonic service that makes this
current donation so special.   Brian was a champion for many local causes:

  For all of these accomplishments and countless more not mentioned here, Brian was recognized in 2009 as Brighton’s Citizen of the
Year, just two years before his passing at the age of 71.
 

The recognition of his life-long devotion to community service lives on through the Brian Todd Memorial Community Fund, which
serves as an incentive to all residents and community organizations that aspire, as Brian did, to improve the quality of life for all
Brightonians.



THANK YOU

The Brian Todd Memorial Community Fund (BTMCF) is an incorporated, registered charity. All donations it receives are tax
deductible for the donor.  It is governed by an uncompensated seven-member Board of Directors, whose profiles can be viewed on
the Fund’s website btmcf.net. Its annual filing to Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) is available for public viewing, including the
financial details of its independent audit.  A link to CRA’s website is provided on the Fund’s website under the “Make a Donation”
tab.   
Under the terms of its Letters Patent, the BTMCF’s funds can only be used to support community organizations which are
themselves registered charities or qualified donees.  All such supporting grants are included in its annual filing to CRA.
The Brian Todd Memorial Community Fund supports community organizations which, through their initiatives and actions, seek to:
improve health and wellness for Brighton residents, and develop community assets that enhance recreation, safety, accessibility,
and the local environment.

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

To the Members of the Masonic United Lodge 29
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Brian Todd Memorial Community Fund, I wish to express our sincere gratitude for your
generous donation. Through this action, you have affirmed to us, and more importantly to the residents of Brighton, that your
organization's principles align with the important work that our organization has done, is doing, and will continue to do. Your donation
assures that we will be able to extend our granting program well into the future. 
 

If he were here today, Brian would be so very proud of your organization whose work and values he deeply shared.
 

Our pledge to your members is simple – we will use your donated funds to continuously seek out and support Brighton organizations
that meet our and your shared good works objectives. 
 

It is our hope that others who learn about your generosity will consider making a donation to the Brian Todd Memorial Community
Fund, to ensure that its community impact and Brian Todd’s legacy lives on in perpetuity.
 

Yours sincerely,
Judie Mortlock, Chair
Brian Todd Memorial Community Fund

A call for grant applications takes place in February of each year, with a submission deadline of April 15th. A Grants
Committee reviews all applications and makes recommendations to the BTMCF Board of Directors. Complete granting
guidelines can be viewed on the BTMCF.net website. All members of the public are invited to attend its annual grant
presentation event.  
Note: the 2020 grant presentation event has been set for Thursday, May 21st, 7:00 PM at the Brighton Community Centre.  


