
Whats New Archive from earlier web files 

What's New - October 13, 2025 

Genealogy Stuff 

Around Town 

At this point, the project re the main intersec�on of Brighton is done, although will not be published un�l it is 
determined what to do with. The Young Street project has been completed, both east and west sides, and 
published on my web site. This work will be paused for a �me as I go back to work on my next book. 

Genealogy 

The work on Presqu'ile cotage history resulted in a lot of people and informa�on being added to 
www.treesbydan.com. Many families from this area already included in the data had cotages for a �me and 
now the basic info re cotage buy or sell or lease has been added. Also, many cotagers at Presqu'ile were from 
Toronto, Oshawa Port Hope, Rochester, Ohio or New York. A�er some rigorous digging, it becomes apparent 
that many of these families have connec�ons to others in the area which allows me to enter them into my 
database. Some are connected due to marriages genera�ons back, some re loyalist roots. Some families are 
connected due to marriages of young people who met at Presqu'ile. Whatever the linkage, the result is a lot 
more of the people men�oned in Susan's book being represented in treesbydan. I am extremely happy with 
that, but, in fact, I am not done. As you can see by the files available on my web site, I have done Parts 1 to 3, 
but Part 4 remains to be done. That is the cotages from the bend in the road to the lighthouse. I don't have a 
�meframe for this work, but it is on my to-do list. I'd love to have it all done. 

 

What's New - July 25, 2025 

Genealogy Stuff 

Around Town - Main Intersec�on 

A request was made to provide historical displays at the main intersec�on in Brighton and I did the research on 
all three areas. First was the corner north of Main and west of Young, where Sobeys is today, then, the second 
part across Main west of Prince Edward Street. The third part is along Prince Edward Street from Dundas to the 
Morrow Block. In the process of this work, a lot more info re many early business people in Brighton came to 
the surface. There is much beter info for the Sanford family businesses, especially the hotel at that corner. 

Around Town - Young St. East Side 

Any idea that this might be simple was dashed very quickly. The complexi�es re the corner of Dundas and 
Young were enough to give me more gray hairs. However, in the end, I have a much beter knowledge of the 
two buildings there over �me and the many different tenants in the many commercial spaces. The same 
complexi�es con�nued north on Young as larger commercial buildings had many tenants over �me and had 
fires to disrupt things. Many people not yet documented were added because of this work and there is a lot 
more info re the businesses people had and where. Just as a sample, the first Brintnell funeral home was here 
for a number of years before a fire sent them up Main Street. Also, this is where Ralph Bangay learned his 



plumbing from his father, Herbert, who ran a plumbing business here. Up the street, the big impressive Dean 
House came to life during the process and the Dean presence in this area is now much beter documented. 
The lovely houses up the street hosted different folks from the community over the years, some for re�rees 
and some for business people who had shops down the street. The west side of Young will be next. 

 

What's New - December 28, 2024 

Genealogy Stuff 

Research re the Carrying Place book 

New family tree info added in the last three months is mostly related to research on the book, so mainly the 
primary families at the Carrying Place. This includes the Asa Weller family, the Robert Young family and the 
Robert Wilkins family. These were the three main movers-and-shakers in the early setlement �mes at the 
Carrying Place. There was already lots of info for these family groups, but this new focus on the portage caused 
me to do some very specific work on land records and Crown Land Pe��ons which mo�vated collec�on of 
some addi�onal details. I have been very intent on understanding the life and context of the main buildings 
related to these families, especially the ones that were there during the War of 1812. Some of the new info 
comes from this work. I expect there will be more in the future as the book develops. 

The Wellers at the Carrying Place 

The new book will include some elements of se�ng the record straight in a published work. There has been 
lots of confusion about William Weller, the Stagecoach King and his rela�on, or not, to the Asa Weller family at 
the Carrying Place. The corrected version of this has been well documented in www.treesbydan.com for more 
than a decade at this point, but the same thing will be explained in the context of the wider history of the 
portage in this new book. 

The Young Family at the Carrying Place 

Robert Young was a very interes�ng fellow in his own right, and his family tree is extensive. At the same �me, 
there are several other Young families who setled in the area around the same �me, and we must work to 
keep them separate in the data. One early setler presents a par�cular problem, and that is Stephen Young. He 
was said to have come from Vermont a few years a�er Asa Weller and Robert Young came to Upper Canda, but 
researchers have yet to agree on ancestors for him. He married Lucy Marsh, a daughter of Mathias Marsh, so 
was well connected, but his origins are s�ll uncertain. He is certainly not directly related to Robert Young, 
although some histories say he was a half-broher of Asa Weller. I have yet to see any evidence to support that 
or even how it could be possible. I await the proof! 

 

The Wilkins Family at the Carrying Place 

 

A significant point of confusion for me was related to the father, Robert Wilkins, and the son, Robert Charles 
Wilkins. Which one was the Commissariat Agent during the War of 1812? Which one owned which land at the 



east end of the Carrying Place? Detailed research and lots of different documents eventually resolved this 
confusion for me. Robert Wilkins, the father, was the ini�al trader and land owner on the Murray side at the 
east end of the portage. His son, Robert Charles Wilkins, was very young when he was appointed Captain of 
the Northumberland County Mili�a and was in Kingston ac�ng in that role when he was appointed Agent for 
the Commissariat at the Carrying Place early in the war. His name was persistently writen in documents as 
Robert Charles Wilkins, or Robert C. Wilkins or R.C. Wilkins, with the obvious intent of iden�fying the son as 
opposed to the father. R.C. Wilkins owned land and had his home on the Ameliasburgh Township side of the 
portage a�er the war and would later be a member of parliament, using "Hon." on his name. The current data 
for these people includes a lot more detail than before. 

 

What's New - Sep 10, 2024 

Genealogy Stuff 

Lapp in Brighton & Gra�on 

An email contact asked about one of the many Lapp people who migrated to Saskatchewan and are connected 
to the large and complex Lapp family tree. Charles Albert Lapp ran the Brighton Ensign for several decades, 
con�nued by his son, Clarence Lapp. This is a huge tree and is nowhere near complete here, but it certainly is 
beter represented now. 

Rouse and Reddick - Cramahe/Brighton Border 

A wonderful picture has come to light regarding the Murray Canal. It shows a work crew placing stone in 
�mber cribs which would be sunk to make piers for the canal. The name on the picture is George Reddick and 
a descendant of the Reddick and Rouse clans passed it to me. It has been determined that one fellow in the 
picture was George Reddick. A wonderful find! In the process, I improved the informa�on in my system for 
these families. More info is always welcome. 

Richard Vaughan 

While looking at cemetery records, I came across the memorial of Richard Vaughan in the Old Methodist 
Church Cemetery on Aird Street in Gra�on. Turns out that this fellow had a foundery in Bond Head, on the 
lakeshore south of Newcastle, when Daniel Massey was looking for a place to build machinery. Vaughan sold 
the foundry to Massey and he started a more serious version of his farm machinery manufacturing business in 
this loca�on. A few years later he needed to expand to meet the demand and that is when the Massey 
company became established on the main street in Newcastle. 

 

What's New - May 14, 2024 

New Book Here - "A History of the Murray Canal" 

The book was released April 4 and is available at book stores, libraries and online. See my main web site for 
details. 



Around Town Project 

The Around Town Project con�nues. Main Street was completed and a new tourist pamphlet will be issued by 
the municipality in June 2024 for a walking tour up Main Street. The work con�nues with Prince Edward Street, 
from Park Street to the railway, with hopefully, another walking tour for that part of town, when the work is 
done. Stay tuned. 

Genealogy Stuff 

Loveless in the County 

An email contact asked about an issue with one of the many Loveless families in Ameliasburgh Township, 
Prince Edward County. This led to a major expansion of the informa�on for this name, including lots of 
connec�ons for Loveless people already in my data, going all the way back to the 1700s. A key couple in this 
process was Absalom Loveless and Harriet Roblin, married in Sophiasburgh Twp. in 1804. Branches from Hiram 
(Huram?), John and James led to a lot more complete trees for this group. Much more to come, but this is a 
really good improvement. 

Bull, Lockhart, Bleecker 

Susan Brose of Gosport is working on a comprehensive history of the cotages and cotagers at Presqu'ile Point 
and, in the process, some�mes asks me about names she encounters. That means people who are not yet in 
Treesbydan, but are known to have had a presence at Presqu'ile some�me during the early 1900s. In 
par�cular, these people are not from the Brighton area but we would like to add them to the database. My 
strict rule about no floaters comes into play here, so I have to study the family trees to see if I can come up 
with a connec�on. In the case of the family of George L. T. Bull, that process was successful. He was born in 
Trenton, part of a family group NOT connected to the large loyalist Bull family. He became a lawyer and, as 
Susan quotes, "George L.T. Bull, K.C., Criminal Law Specialist pasted August 23, 1949, age 75. A Criminal lawyer 
also acted as special Crown prosecutor, born in Trenton, lived in Toronto summered at Presqu'ile. Wife Rose 
Jean Lockhart, father of Mrs. B. Costello, Mrs. Peter Hayes, Mrs. Harry Harrison, Henry, Esmond, Ronald, Clyde, 
Gordon, Gerald, and Frank." It turns out that the connec�on is through his second wife, Rose Jane Lockhart. 
This lady was born in Brighton, and married first J.S. Campbell, a doctor, and then William Adam Bleecker of 
Trenton. She married her third husband, George Bull, in 1934 and, in this capacity was known as part of the 
cotager community at Presqu'ile. It is through the large Bleecker family that I am able to add this Bull family to 
treesbydan. We can't always make a connec�on with folks from outside the area, but the process of trying 
o�en adds good info to the system. In any case, we keep trying. 

The Den�st Who Recommended Presqu'ile to John Atkins 

One of the fascina�ng stories about Presqu'ile Point is how the Atkins family came to establish their summer 
holidays there. John Atkins (1870-1933) was an accountant from Paddington, England who was transferred to 
his company's office in New York City in 1896. In New York, the Atkins family had a den�st who came from 
Brighton, Ontario, and he talked glowingly of Presqu'ile Point as an ideal summer holiday des�na�on. Mr. 
Atkins decided to try it out and, well the rest is history. The Atkins family had a farm where the Calf Pasture is 
today on the bay shore, and owned some of the last parcels of land that were expropriated for the park in the 
1960s. Recently, Susan Brose provided me with the name of the den�st from Brighton who had influenced Mr. 



Atkins. His name was Edward Sanford, full name Edward Alexander Sanford. He was born in Rochester, NY in 
1870, a son of John Edward Sanford and Mary Thayer. John was a son of William Hawley Sanford and Adeline 
Proctor, so a part of the large Sanford clan in Brighton. He had been born in Brighton in 1846, but move to 
Rochester as early as 1868 to prac�ce as a den�st. His brother, Frederick Sanford did exactly the same thing, 
also in Rochester. John's son, Edward would follow along in the family business of den�stry, moving to New 
York City soon a�er marrying Minnie Beach in 1895. Both the den�st and the accountant would move out to 
the burbs, ending up in New Rochelle. So, that explains the den�st connec�on between New York City and 
Presqu'ile Point. 

William Burr 

An email contact provided informa�on about William Burr (1806-1877) of Hillier Township, Prince Edward 
County. The meagre data that was there now has lots of company. This name was in my database due to his 
wife being Sophia Redner and one of his daughters marrying into the Fraleigh family, a group I did lots of work 
on early in my genealogy life. His kids also provide connec�ons to Hearns, Saylor and Valleau, all important 
names in area history. However, it was the earlier genera�ons that turned my crank. William Burr's father was 
Noahdiah Burr, an unusual name that experiences a lot of different spellings, but I expect this is the right form. 
He was originally from Connec�cut before the war, but setled in Brownville, Jefferson Co., New York a�er the 
war, a small town a litle north west of Watertown, NY. Young William Burr was a good worker and was able to 
marry very well, to Sophia Redner. Their two daughters married into the Spencer and Snider families. There is 
confusion re �ming and exact steps, but it looks like William Burr's father died in 1814, and his mother, Joanna 
Mary Whitney, married Watertown widower Philip Ainsworth. They moved to Demorestville in Sophiasburgh 
Township where Philip acquired land and did business. Philip's family is important in this area, as we see the 
name a lot. I had a field day linking people already in my data to their proper families. Good stuff! In the 
process of looking at Burr data, I was able to improve on the earlier links that connect to the Gould family of 
Salem. That early setler family in Cramahe Township has a huge family tree and one link is to the Brown family 
of Salem, by which The History Guy is connected. My dad's sister, Bernice, married Bill Brown, a descendant of 
the Brown/Gould families. The large and very early cemetery there at Salem is a delight for us cemetery 
surfers. 

Fixing a Goheen Problem 

You may have no�ced that I have not men�oned DNA in any of my genealogy work. That's because I have 
avoided it. Instead, I have watched with interest and scep�cism as the situa�on has evolved over the last few 
decades. It was obvious that this would come up in my work at some point. One example is a problem that was 
fixed recently in the very large Goheen family tree. The problem appeared in the records for the early years of 
the marriage of John Goheen (1808-1894) and Ophelia Hogeboom (1810-1869). Ophelia's birth date has seen 
a variety of numbers, but should be 1810. She and John were married in 1828. She had no other husband 
before John, as has been suggested in various trees. Nelson Goheen (1828-1912) was their first child and then 
Emily who married Abraham Prince. And so it goes. Thanks to DNA reports by an interested party, this 
structure is more certain today. Thanks for the info! 

Murphy and Goodmurphy 



If there is anything that throws a monkey wrench into family tree research, it is a change in the form of the 
surname. A good example of this came to light recently when a researcher from the Goodmurphy family of 
Prince Edward County provided some informa�on on his family's history. John Good Murphy (1780-1845) was 
from Wexford, Ireland and brought his large family to Canada in 1822, setling in Hillier Township. His father 
was Lawrence Murphy and his mother Jane Good, thus his middle name. However, most of his children made 
the decision to combine the two names and use the surname Goodmurphy. The change did not happen for all 
the kids, however, as Thomas Good Murphy was a well-known farmer in Cramahe Township, ending up with 
significant land holdings in Brighton. He owned the land where the funeral home is today on Main Street in 
Brighton. In Prince Edward County, the surname Goodmurphy is well known and we can follow the records, 
including memorials, to see how it was adopted by subsequent genera�ons of the family. Anything to make the 
work more difficult for researchers! 

Eben Wright 

A researcher recently drew my aten�on to the name Eben Wright (1800-1886) who we might say was a 
temporary setler in Haldimand Township, Northumberland County for a few years in the 1830s and 1840s. He 
moved on to Michigan but le� a legacy of connec�ons in our area, including daughters married into the 
Mallory and Gaffield families. Here is a good example of the many folks who kept moving west in those days, 
looking for greener pastures. It is easy to exclude this kind of family from our local history, but it is a mistake to 
ignore them. Each one leaves some kind of legacy and can be seen as part of the large, complex puzzle that 
makes up our history. Let's not forget the folks who moved on. 

 

What's New - December 1, 2023 

New Book Coming - "A History of the Murray Canal" 

The book is almost ready. Targe�ng February 2024 release. There will be events and communica�ons at the 
�me. Check the Events page on my main site for details when they become available. 

Around Town Project 

Early in 2023 I became a member of the Brighton Heritage Advisory Commitee. In this role, I have been 
addressing historical plaques and such. We are renewing several of the plaques around Brighton and adding 
more. Another issue was the Walking Tour pamphlet which is due for an upgrade. In order to have history of 
proper�es to provide the basic informa�on for a pamphlet, history of the proper�es must be done. I have 
been doing lots of these histories individually in the last few years, and took this opportunity to organize the 
tools and procedures for doing this research, in light of the much larger scale of work an�cipated. I have 
dubbed it "Around Town" and it will eventually encompass the whole of the town of Brighton. Yes, literally, 
every address on every street. I know, it seems silly when you say it that way, but that is the reality. Just watch 
me. The immediate result will be a new Walking Tour pamphlet for Main Street in 2024. 

I have completed Main Street as of December 2023. The first presenta�on on the north side of Main Street 
was in October 2023 and the next will be the south side of the street, in February. These talks are hosted by 
the Brighton Public Library, see my Events page for info re this and other speaking events. 



Genealogy Stuff 

Weir in Hamilton and Alnwick Twp.'s 

An email from another researcher asked about the Weir family of Bal�more and I took a look. This name was 
in the area of Hamilton and Alnwick Townships, but I saw many disconnected people in my data. It turns out 
that these folks are from the same family that setled in Hamilton Township in the late 1820s, in the area south 
and west of the modern town of Bal�more. Subsequent genera�ons relocated to Alnwick township, north east 
of Roseneath. This new data is now available in www.treesbydan.com. 

Simeon Kellogg in Brighton 

One of many families that received aten�on during the Around Town work is that of Simeon Kellog. He came 
to Brighton in 1830 and quickly had a hotel at the corner of Main and Prince Edward Streets. The Kellogg Inn 
contained a mee�ng room where movers and shakers gathered in April 1931 to select a name for the village 
sprawling along the Kingston Road. At the �me, there were two hamlets, Betes Corners at Ontario Street and 
Singleton's Corners at Prince Edwards Street and they tended to compete with each other, to say nothing of 
confusion in mail delivery. They decided it would be one village called Brighton. A later mee�ng sent a pe��on 
to the government complaining of the village not having a constable or municipal services, a problem that was 
not resolved un�l Brighton Township was created January 1, 1852. Simeon Kellogg le� Brighton later in the 
1840s and one of his sons would suffer the fate of being the only newspaper reporter with General Custer at 
the Batle of the Litle Big Horn. His memorial stands on the windy prairie along with that of the general and all 
the soldiers who perished that day. 

The Webb Place 

A very interes�ng building that was highlighted by the research into proper�es on the north side of Main 
Street was called the Webb Place. It was iden�fied by a very large two-storied brick house that had a 
dis�nc�ve tower on the front with two carved lions guarding the door. This property was assembled by 
Thomas Webb, a very ac�ve merchant in Brighton, and the house was built in 1880. It was there at 116 Main 
Street, o�en seen as a tourist atrac�on un�l �me had its way and developers acquired the property in 1981. 
The house was torn down, the property broken up into modern house lots, leaving the streetscape east of 
Victoria Street that we see today. 

 

What's New - April 1, 2023 

New Book Coming - The Murray Canal 

This follows on from the last "What's New" and brings us to a book about "The Murray Canal". The content is 
largely together and op�ons for publishing are being considerd. No �meframe yet but something to look 
forward to. 

Genealogy Stuff 

Archives - Newspaper Clippings 



Recently a fascina�ng project came my way from the Brighton Digital Archives. They obtained a collec�on of 
newspaper clippings from the 1900s, 1910s and 1920s that were pasted onto the pages of a hotel register 
book. The pages had been photocopied and were on tabloid-size paper. Some pages have WWI ar�cles 
exclusively but may others have literally dozens of small newspaper clippings from all sorts of newspapers, but 
each dealing with a birth, marriage, death or other event regarding a person or family in the Brighton area. For 
an avid genealogist, this collec�on is a gold mine and I set to work reaping the benefits. At this �me I am about 
half way through taking each ar�cle out of the scanned page and adding the info into my data, or adding the 
person or family if possible. This collec�on, once processed, will have updated my data considerably re people 
living in Brighton and area in the ealry decades of the 1900s. Lots more to come from this. 

Hilton WI Quilt 1938 

Another archiving project I am working on is related to a quilt that I saw at the United Church a while ago. It 
was created by the Hilton Womens' Ins�tute in 1938 in tribute to folks who were moving away. The squares on 
the quilt have names of local residents writen in, not siguatures, but the names writen in dark ink, all by the 
same person. As with the newspaper items, I see a name and I look into my data to see if it is there, if so, I add 
this reference, if not, I work to determine who it is and how to get them into my data, of course under my rules 
of a required connec�on. This process has added good info for people up into the �me period of the 1930s, 
which is mostly new informa�on. Thanks Hilton WI! 

Flindall in Brighton 

Someone asked about a recent Flindall in Brighton and this caused me to look at the data on this name. It 
turns out there was lots to add re the specific Flindall folks who came over from the canal area of Murray 
Township to Spring Valley, north of Brighton in 1880. Now, this group is much more documented in my data, up 
to recent �mes. 

Arkinson or Atkinson or Brighton 

A project to collect the history of a certain house in Brighton led to the development of the family that is well 
known as Atkinson but actually began as Arkinson. William Atkinson was a prolific builder in Brighton in the 
later 1800s and early 1900s, known for building many of the first cotages on Presqu'ile Point. His daughter, 
Mayme, is well remembered as the proprietor of the General Store in the community of homes and cotages 
east of the dock and pavilion, well into the 1960s. Much more for these folks is now in my data. 

 

What's New - September 13, 2022 

Genealogy Stuff 

The Carrying Place and The Murray Canal 

Over the last several months I have done major research regarding the history of The Carrying Place and The 
Murray Canal. I was contacted by Sean Scally, the fellow who has done wonderful work with documentary 
videos in the Trenton and Has�ngs County area, and he wanted to do a project on the Murray Canal. I felt the 
two subjects, The Carrying Place and the Murray Canal, are so closely linked, that we have to include both. I sat 
for Sean a few months ago and he is working on a video. In the mean�me, I am developing the story in 



different ways. I will be doing the first presenta�on on this topic on October 18,2022, at the Brighton Public 
Library and it will be called "I Pick Up My Canoe": Part 1 The Carrying Place." Another presenta�on in February 
will be "Part 2 The Murray Canal". This story is strongly related to local genealogy and, in the process, I have 
added a lot more informa�on for the families in the area - Asa Weller, Robert Young, Robert Wilkins and 
others. Plenty more to come on this ..... " 

New Info re Burning of George Gibson's Ship in 1813 

This is more history than genealogy, but it does touch on the family histories of the Young and Gibson families. 
The story we always heard about George Gibson's ship being burned during the War of 1812 is well known and 
has been repeated in many historical publica�ons, including from this historian. However, documents passed 
to me recently reveal a different version of the story. During my research work on The Carrying Place, I 
received documents from David Harris, a researcher in Has�ngs County. Most of the items were War Claims by 
the main folks at The Carrying Place, Asa Weller, James Young, Robert Wilkins, asking for compensa�on for 
damaged or lost facili�es or goods during the �me in 1813 when soldiers occupied the area. However, one 
document at the botom caught my eye. It was an affidavit by James Young regarding an experience he had in 
July 1813. He describes how he was confronted by a group of men at the shore of Wellers Bay one evening and 
how they kidnapped him. They went to Goat Island and, later sent a squad into Presqu'ile Bay to destroy 
George Gibson's boat. Young was returned to the shore of Wellers Bay a�er the episode was complete. The 
men were clearly US military personnel, although disguised in civilian clothes. They had intelligence of a ship 
being built on Presqu'ile Bay and had clear orders from US military authori�es to destroy it before it was 
finished. They also burned a shed containing stores near the ship. So, it was a straight-forward but clandes�ne 
military opera�on, without involvement of Bill Johnson, the notorious pirate. The ship was being prepared for 
use by the Bri�sh Navy and therefore was a legi�mate target of war. Certainly, this changes the narra�ve. 

Fogorig - Seymour Twp. 

My good friend, Florence Chaten, has mo�vated me to look in detail at the families that setled in the eastern 
part of Seymour Township, around the villages of Burnbrae, Menie and Hoards Sta�on. Florence is part of the 
Rannie family who came to Canada along with many other Scots in the year 1842. In par�cular, I did a lot of 
work on Thomas Allan, who obtained Crown Patents for lots 21 and 22 of conc 2 and 3. He built a large grist 
mill on lot 22, conc 3, and this place was named Fogorig, a�er his family estate in Berwickshire, Scotland. He is 
said to have brought a steam engine from Scotland to power the mill because it was not near any water power. 
The mill s�ll stands and new owners are planning to make it into a des�na�on of some sort. A�er seeing all the 
documenta�on that is available, the narra�ve re Thomas Allan has changed a bit. He certainly owned the land 
here, and financed a major development with the mill and farm. However, there is no evidence that he ever 
lived in Seymour Twp., other than for short periods on his occasional visits from Scotland. He was the eldest 
son in his family, so became manager of the estate in Berwickshire a�er the death of his father. He had funds 
to develop a place in the colonies and probably had aspira�ons of crea�ng a town around his mill. It is likely 
that David Allan, his younger step-brother, acted as his on-the-ground manager at Fogorig and had his hand on 
the actual developments. In the 1850s and 1860s, David Allan would move north to develop mills at Rylstone, 
on the river. Thomas Allan died in 1865 and the land in Seymour would pass to his son, William, who sold parts 
of it over �me to local farmers. Alexander Rannie was one who obtained land in lot 22, conc 3. All of this can 
be seen on www.treesbydan.com. 



Northrup of Belleville 

The large collec�on of documents from Memory Junc�on Museum contain many unique and fascina�ng items, 
but recent work on a certain part of the collec�on supports family connec�ons and the lives of the upper class 
in the late 1800s and early 1900s. A young lawyer named William Barton Northrup married Minnie Proctor, a 
daughter of John Edward Proctor of Brighton. The career of this young lawyer is impressive as online sources 
make clear. He headed the law firm in Belleville and would be elected a member of the house of commons 
several �mes. He was the Clerk of the House of Commons from 1918 to 1924. However, the collec�on of 
documents is almost en�rely envelops that were collected to support stamp collec�on by his son. Ralph 
Bangay was closely connected to the Proctors and obtained this box of documents, as he obtained many 
others over the years. It's not earth-shaking history but real addi�ons to the mosaic of our past. Thank you 
Ralph! 

Widow Harris - Rice Lake Trading Post 

One day at the Wellington Farmers' Market I made contact with a member of the Harris family of Port Hope. 
That mo�vated a review of my data to find that I had some of Myndert Harris and his clan, but only a start. 
This family tree has been filled out considerably now and many connec�ons with area families documented in 
my data. In par�cular, I was fascinated to see that the lady o�en referred to as "Widow Harris", was the widow 
of Joseph Harris, son of Myndert Harris. Widow Harris was referred to as the proprietor of a trading post on 
Rice Lake in the early 1800s. This lady's maiden name was Rachel Sherwood, a daughter of the well-known 
trader and merchant of Sandhurst, on Adolphus Reach from very early setler days. Wonderful stuff! 

 

What's New - March 3, 2022 

Genealogy Stuff 

Early Setlers on Presqu'ile Point 

Sure, we know a lot about the Gibson and Selleck families, and later arrivals such as the Atkins folks. However, 
there were lots more. Does anyone recall the name Titus Doolitle? Yes, he and his family were on Presqu'ile 
Point from about 1818, and stayed there through the �me that Newcastle moved across the bay. Let's also 
consider the Owens and Milligan families. Sound familiar? You bet! Places on the point have been named for 
them over the years. As part of the extensive work Susan Brose is doing related to cotages and cotagers on 
Presqu'ile, I went back and dug into documents for the people who were there in early �mes and have been 
largely forgoten. See the new data for these families in the current update. More to come. 

Hanthorn - not just Carrying Place 

Another researcher brought this name to my aten�on and it became clear that it linked into the well-known 
Hanthorn Motors of Carrying Place. But that's not all. Early on, they were south of Rice Lake and then over at 
Coe Hill, and then down to Carrying Place. Others of the clan spread around and linked with many early 
families of Alnwick Township and area. Lots to see here. 

 



Clark - North of Codrington 

My old stomping grounds at Codrington came to the surface with some work on the Clark family. A researcher 
got me interested with some good new info and I was able to add memorials from the old Clark Burying 
Ground on No. 30 near McCann Road. Lots of details for the whole clan were added to improve the tree a good 
deal. 

Harries 

A friend sent me a copy of an 1870s auc�on poster that related to Brighton and the result was a new name 
and some good connec�ons to established people. Mr. Harries came from England and was very ac�ve in mills 
and real estate and was even post master for a �me. Not a large family, but good new stuff in the database. 
Thanks for the poster! 

 

What's New - December 19, 2021 

Genealogy Stuff 

Presqu'ile History 

In the process of preparing for some new presenta�ons, I have re-visited family tree data for several families 
related to Presqu'ile Point. This deals mainly with Gibson, Selleck and Wellington who were directly involved in 
the early history of Newcastle on Presqu'ile Point, but also the Atkins family who were the last farmers on the 
point before the government established Presqu'ile Provincial park in the 1950s. 

Gibson & Jamieson 

A completely separate issue came up related to a neighbour family of mine at Codrington, the Jamiesons. A 
contact from that family led to some major improvement in my data for the connected Gibson tree (yes, right 
back to George of Speedy fame) as well as the Jamieson tree and related folks. This was a great addi�on to the 
info and I am grateful for the contact. 

Henry Levesconte of Seymour Twp. 

A small but fascina�ng bit of research was done on a par�cular Bri�sh Naval veteran who setled in Seymour 
Township, Northumberland County in the 1830s. Henry Levesconte was one of several military men who 
re�red on half pay and received grants of land in Seymour, mostly to the east of the town of Campbellford. The 
spelling of the name evolved from the full French form of Le Vesconte to the more anglicized Levesconte, 
which is tricky for researchers. Looking at this small group demonstrates how effec�ve the land grant system 
was in distribu�ng wealth around a community. Check out the land registry records included with the info for 
this family. Please provide details if you can. 

 

What's New - September 2021 

Genealogy Stuff 

Families Impacted by The Breakaway 



"The Breakaway" was a natural disaster that happened on April 21, 1852 a bit north-west of the village of 
Hilton, in Brighton Township. It has been local lore for all of us growing up in the area and is represented in our 
writen and verbal history. On April 21, 2012, I told the story of The Breakaway at Hilton Township Hall to an 
aten�ve crowd. Since then my research has developed considerably and my approach to local stories has 
changed. While the Breakaway may not make a book, it is perfect for a video and I have decided to dig into the 
story again with a view to presen�ng it in video form. 

With this in mind, I have been doing my habitual "deep-dive research" on the people who lived along both 
Breakaway Creek and Cold Creek on that day, April 21, 1852. The result has been a lot of names and families 
that we have not associated with this story before. Even more fascina�ng, it appears as if a good number of 
the people who lived at or near the lake that drained, quickly le� the area a�er the disaster. My intent has 
been to determine specifically which people and families would have been impacted and how. I am more 
excited now because the research gives me a lot beter material to support the work. The project is ongoing 
and it will be quite a while before a video will be available. I hope to collaborate with the good folks at the 
Brighton Digital Archives to produce a beter quality video than I can do myself, but all that is at early stages. I 
hope to have something to show in the next six months or a year. Stay tuned! 

The Stephens Family of Breakaway Lake 

One of the groups most directly impacted by the Breakaway was the Stephens family. Richard Stephens had 
come to Upper Canada from New York State in 1808 and setled in Cramahe Township in 1824. He and his 
family established a homestead that included the south side of the lake. Just a couple of years before the lake 
drained, Richard sold half lots to two of his sons and there was a good deal of wheeling and dealing in real 
estate besides this. However, when the gravel bank gave way and the lake drained, almost the en�re family 
sold the property around the lake and le� the area. Several members of the family ended up in Kent County, 
north of Chatham, Ontario, with an extensive farming opera�on into modern �mes. One son, Daniel T. 
Stephens, married a girl from Cramahe Township and would stay around, dealing in real estate for several 
decades before moving on. 

Alexander Dodds: Soldier and Speculator 

One of the most fascina�ng sub-plots to come out of my research is the story of Alexander Dodds. This name is 
at the top of many pages of the land registry records re lots in this area of the old border between Cramahe 
and Murray townships. He was a Bri�sh soldier who became famous for his brave ac�ons in a naval batle 
between the Bri�sh and the Americans on Lake Erie. One result was that he was granted many pieces of land 
in Upper Canada. He married very well, to a daughter of Richard Cartwright of Kingston, but died a few years 
later without any heirs. As a result, for decades a�erward, the land he acquired would be managed by two of 
his nieces. 

In par�cular, Lewis Shearer leased land from the nieces in the 1840s in order to establish a saw mill on the 
creek that went across a few hundred yards of the north-west corner of the lot. A�er the saw mill was 
destroyed and Lewis Shearer was killed in the Breakaway, his wife, Sarah (ne Morrow), purchased the land 
from the nieces and would pass it down to her children, The nieces of Alexander Dodds sold many pieces of 
property to setlers in the area, contribu�ng to the development of the community. 

John W. Simpson Sells Quickly 



The second saw mill on Breakaway Creek was owned by John W. Simpson and was located a mile or so down 
the creek to the north-east. Local lore has it that his mill was damaged but there were no deaths or injuries 
due to the flood. It would appear that the tsunami in a creek had slowed down and spread out by the �me it 
got to Mr. Simpson's land, which was lucky for him. In any case, Mr. Simpson wasted no �me in disposing of 
the land. He sold the property to Lewis Clarke on October 26, 1852 but would stay in the area. 

 

What's New - June 2021 

Genealogy Stuff 

Thomas Allan of Fogorig in Scotland and Seymour 

A pile of research resulted from a request to par�cipate in a project related to Seymour Township history. The 
project is connected to an anniversary celebra�on planned for Campbellford High School in 2023. My friend, 
Florence Chaten, grew up on a farm called Fogorig, near Brunbrae in Seymour Twp., east of Campbellford. Her 
farm and the fascina�ng old stone buildings s�ll standing there, harken back to Thomas Allan who obtained 
land grants there in the 1830s and built mills to support the growing setlement in the area. He was an ex-navy 
paymaster and the eldest son of a prosperous property owner and farmer in Berwickshire, Scotland. In 1836 
he obtained grants of land in Seymour. A major part of his land can be seen in the Belden County Atlas Map for 
Seymour Township, at Conc 2 and 3, Lots 21 and 22. The lots are labelled "Estate of Thos. Allen". There is a 
burial record in the Brunbrae Cemetery archive showing Thomas Allan died in 1865, and this �ming is support 
by the atlas map in 1878. Oddly, we see no other documenta�on for Thomas Allan in Seymour Township. He is 
in Berwickshire, Scotland for the 1841, 1851 and 1861 Census. It is apparent that he came to Seymour for a 
�me in 1836 or there-abouts, to set up his mills and farm, calling it Fogorig a�er the family farm back home in 
Scotland. It is less clear if he actually came to live in Seymour for any length of �me. The burial record suggests 
he was here in August 1865 but we need to remember that he was in Scotland for the 1861 Census. The only 
member of the Allan family that came to Seymour and stayed was a much younger step-brother named David. 
It is unclear when David Allan came to Seymour but my theory is that he came with Thomas in 1836 as an 18-
year-old, and was put to work managing the estate for Thomas when his older brother headed back to 
Scotland. Later, David Allan would move to Rylestone, on the Crowe River, much farther north in Seymour, and 
build the first millls and bridge at that loca�on. However, his earlier work may have been the development of 
the Fogorg farm and maybe even the building of the mills in the early 1850s. There is s�ll some uncertainly 
about whether Thomas Allan and David Allan were in Seymour Township in the 1830s and/or 1840s, but that 
should get a boost when we can look at the early Seymour census records which are not yet available online. 
In any case, the many Sco�sh families who came to this southern part of Seymour Twp. the 1830s and 1840s 
are much beter represented in my data a�er this project. There is always more to find, so please feel free to 
comment on the above and provide info if posible. 

Ryckman in Murray Twp. 

While responding to an email contact, I happened to come across the name Ryckman in Murray Township in 
the early 1800s. I no�ced that I had some of them in my data but they were not connected or organized, so I 
had a job to do. The best known member of this Ryckman clan, at least from the standpoint of UEL history, was 
Johannes Ryckman (1738-1784) who married Susannah Brown. He worked with the Bri�sh during the war, 



apparently as a spy or messenger. Johannes took his family to Sorel, Quebec during the war and he died at 
Cataraqui (Kingston) in 1784, leaving a wife and family of young kids. His son, Tobias, submited a Loyalist Claim 
in 1788 and both he and his brother, Edward, obtained grants of land in Sophiasburgh. A brother of Johannes 
Ryckman was Philippus Ryckman who married Rebecca Nagel (c1782) and came to Canada around 1791, 
setling in Sophiasburgh Twp. with rela�ves. Philippus got several land grants, both in Murray Twp. and 
Sophiasburgh Twp. and acquired considerable property by the �me he died in 1847. Two sons of Philippus 
Ryckman, Tobias P. and Jacob, lived on their father's land in Murray, at Conc 2, Lot 10 & 11, and later in Conc 3, 
Lot 7. They received parts of the Murray land before their father died in 1847. Tobias P. Ryckman was an 
obvious presence at Conc 2, Lot 10 & 11, Murray Twp. from the 18-teens un�l he sold the land in 1853. There 
is no informa�on about his first wife, but there is a record to show he married Elizabeth Campbell in 1852, 
when he was age 69. A son of Tobias P. Ryckman was Munson Ryckman, who obtained the land from his father 
and raised a family on Conc 2, Lot 10 un�l his death in 1860. His wife was Fidelia Gainforth, a sister of James 
and Thomas Gainforth, who were well known early setlers a bit farther north in Murray. Munson Ryckman 
died in Murray in 1860 and was buried at McPhail's Cemetery with his wife. In fact, his daughter Harriet 
married Hugh McPhail. It seems that there was a son George, born c. 1816 in Murray, but there is no men�on 
of him a�er the 1848 census. Many of the Ryckman family le� the area and ended up in Michigan or Oregon. I 
have no more info for this George. Several other children that are obvious from the census records during the 
18-teens and 1820s indicate that there are more people to track down. At this point, I represent them with ? 
because we do not know their names yet. Another son of Philippus Ryckman and Rebecca Nagel was Jacob 
who married Adrianna Harriet Van Houten in 1808. Except for a few early children that may have died, this 
family is much more complete in terms of knowing the names of the children. Daughter Rebecca married 
James Alley, daughter Permilla married James Chaterson and daughter Harriet married Samuel Birdsall. A 
Tobias Ryckman married Jane ?Spencer?; he seems to fit in with this family as well, although info is scant. 
James Albert Ryckman, the youngest son of Jacob, moved to western Ontario, married Mary Westover and 
ended up in Lapeer Co., Michigan. Albert, another son of Philippus Ryckman and Rebecca Nagel, married 
Charity Warren and setled in Sophiasburgh Twp. His son Edward would be a presence at Conc 1, Lot 27, SW of 
Green Point into the early 1900s. Another son of Albert, Philip Ryckman, married Sarah McTaggart and, along 
with others of the McTaggart clan, moved to Usborne Twp., Huron Co. where they established homesteads and 
a long-standing presence. 

There is one other family of Ryckmans who lived in Murray in those early decades that evades defini�on, at 
least for now. We see a John Ryckman in Murray Twp. very near Tobias and Jacob Ryckman. The census records 
show that this family lived on Conc 3, Lot 12 and 13 un�l he sold the land in 1848 and moved away. I found 
nothing to indicate who his parents were or even the name of his wife, let alone several kids. For now, I have 
placed him as a son of Tobias Ryckman and Susannah Brown but that is just a guess to get him into the 
database. Ini�ally I thought this was the John Ryckman men�oned as the youngest of the three sons of 
Johannes Ryckman who had died at Kingston in 1784. He lived near Jacob and Tobias, so it makes sense he 
might be either a brother or a first cousin. However, John Ryckman, born 1774, is shown in several trees in 
ancestry.ca to be married to a Sarah Carpenter and living his life in New York state. There are no documents 
provided to support this but it has been repeated in many trees, so it may be true. Un�l documents are 
provided, I have reflected this info in my data with references to trees that contain this family. As I men�on in 
the info, I am skep�cal. In any case, there is a complete family that lived in Murray Township, including at least 
6 children, that remains totally undefined - except for the father, John Ryckman. The records suggest that they 



le� the area before 1850 and I expect they may have moved to Michigan or Oregon or someplace, along with 
several other Ryckmans, However, I did not find anything further about them during this bout of research. Help 
needed here!! 

John Taylor of Thurlow 

An experienced researcher sent me informa�on regarding John Taylor (1759-1829) who was one of the first 
setlers in the place that would become Belleville. The interes�ng info included circumstances around the 
arrival of John Taylor and others on a site at the bend in the river which would later be Canni�on. This links 
with other work done regarding the McKenzie, McArthur, Singleton and Chisholm families who were part of 
the first setlement groups. You can now see lots more detail re these groups, and, in par�cular, John Taylor 
and his descendants. I was very interested in this for another reason. Brighton history includes John Singleton, 
the son of George Singleton, and the details about John Taylor help to paint the picture of George Singleton's 
early presence in this place, his un�mely death in 1789, the subsequent marriage of his widow, Nancy 
(McArthur) Singleton to Alexander Chisholm, and her role in the early development of Brighton. Even closer to 
my own family trees, Daniel McKenzie, who was part of the Thurlow group, was the second husband of Emma 
King, a daughter of George King and younger sister of the notorious Dr. William Henry King who poisoned his 
wife in Brighton and was hanged in Cobourg in June 1859. Love to see those connec�ons! 

I was also very interested in further documen�ng the early use of land at the mouth of the Moira River and the 
subsequent development in that area. A year ago or so I had done a project on William Bell who was one of 
the first merchants to the west of there, then right in the town. He became a major mover-and-shaker in 
Belleville in those early decades. John Taylor established himself just to the east of the mouth of the river soon 
a�er coming to the area and that property would be in Taylor hands for many decades. The Taylor Burying 
Grounds Cemetery was established there to host the early Taylor setlers, but was moved when the Belleville 
Cemetery was established. 

John Clarke and Andrew Johnson 

A researcher sent me info re two families in the area of Alnwick Township and the town of Has�ngs. John 
Clarke (1808-1875) came from Ireland and raised a family in Alnwick Township, including youngest daughter 
Margaret who married James Lyons Johnston. The main issue with both families was the proper spelling of the 
surname. The info I received along with subsequent documenta�on I found makes it very clear that the proper 
spelling for this family is Clarke. The other name is less clear. It is obvious that James Lyons Johnston insisted 
on using the "t" spelling of his surname. The documents are totally consistent in suppor�ng this, including a 
leter he wrote himself in the late 1880s. It con�nues right up to his memorial in Scarborough Lawn Cemetery 
in 1929. The documents are also very consistent in showing that his father was Andrew Johnson, including his 
memorial. Besides that, most of the documenta�on for James' siblings maintain the Johnson spelling. In my 
genealogy travels there have been many situa�ons re surname spelling and this one is a perfect example of 
disagreements or just different preferences among siblings of a family, resul�ng in confusion for researchers. It 
was great to clear up these two families in one project. Thanks to the researcher for passing on the info. 

 

What's New - January 2021 



Genealogy Stuff 

Tobey Family 

In prepara�on for a virtual history talk on The Tobey Book, it was necessary to update the history for the 
broader Tobey family. In the process I learned the proper context for the Tobey family that setled north of 
Brighton in the 1860s, which included Maxwell Tobey, the primary researcher for the Tobey Book, as well as 
the current Tobey family of Brighton that was from another branch of the group that came to Prince Edward 
County. It is interes�ng to note that the ini�al setler, John Tobey, gained his UEL status from marrying into the 
Van Dusen family. Much beter info across this family can now be found in my database. Help out if you can. 

Stanton 

A researcher for the name Stanton sent a request re Frank Stanton who was said to be a cooper in Brighton 
during the booming apple expor�ng period in the early 1900s. We have a picture of him standing in front of a 
cooperage but I did not have a full complement of info for him or his family. With help from the researcher, I 
learned about Frank Stanton's father who was a Home Child in this area as a youngster and then came back to 
setle here a�er being married. As usual, a wide improvement in info for this and related names resulted from 
this interes�ng project. Add to it if you can. 

Youngs of the S�nson Block 

A research project took me to the S�nson Block which is south and west of Consecon in Prince Edward County, 
along the lake shore just below Weller's Bay. I needed to straighten out the Young and Arthur and Robinson 
families there in order to bring them forward into more recent �mes. In par�cular, Robert Young, the very 
early setler at Carrying Place is much more complete now, along with his descendants. More can always be 
done; don't hesitate to send info if you wish. 

Who Was Edward Goodyear? 

On February 10 I gave a virtual presenta�on hosted by Brighton Public Library called "The Tobey Book: A 
Window on Brighton History". One of the topics I included was the search to find out who Edward Goodyear 
might be. The name is men�oned in various items in the Tobey Book, so, along with other sources, I eventually 
succeeded in learning about him. He was men�oned in very early land records on land that would later make 
up the centre of Brighton village, but he is totally unknown in local history. A�er some intense searching for a 
link to his family from Connec�cut, I was able to link him into my database and include a full complement of 
informa�on about him. We know a lot about folks who came early and stayed, but we o�en miss the early 
setlers who did not leave much evidence for later genera�ons. I'm s�ll looking for info re his second family 
here in Cramahe Township in the 1810s and 1820s. Help if you can. 

 

What's New - November 2020 

Genealogy Stuff 

David Palmer (1748-c1810) 



A researcher brought it to my aten�on that the parents of David Palmer were incorrect. On inves�ga�ng, it 
was clear that this was right and that there were duelling trees in ancestry.ca on this topic. Documentaiton 
clearly suggests his father was Abraham, and I was able to then build out this Palmer tree to a much greater 
extent. This is great because it focussed my aten�on on early Belleville history and people. More to come re 
this. 

William Bell (1757-183) 

During the work on David Palmer, I was reminded that I had no family info re the William Bell that is so o�en 
men�oned in early Belleville history. It took some �me and effort, but I was able to find a tree on ancestry.ca 
for him and his family is now reflected in my data. This guy was one fo the first merchants on the front of 
Sidney and Thurlow, first in the area of today's Bayside and then at the mouth of the Moira River. He was a real 
mover-and-shaker along with others, to establish this community. Check it out and help add more if you can. 

Henry Rutan of Cobourg 

A new project has me looking deeply at the early setlers in Hamilton Township and the early develpment of 
Cobourg. One of the key figures in that area was Henry Rutan. I already had lots of data re the very large 
Rutan family but realized it was weak for this guy's ancestry. That problem has now been resolved and there is 
lots of new info re Henry Rutan in par�cular. He was into everything, it seems, and deserves some aten�on. 
Feel free to send me more info re this. 

Keeping Up With the Jones' 

A contact re someone I recall from school sent me on a binge of Jones research. This is not hard to do because 
there are so many different lines in the same community and so many people involved. The big problem for 
researchers is to separate the families properly and make sure the right person goes into the right family 
group. In the Brighton area, there are several Jones lines that go back to early setler �mes, and much of that is 
beter represented in my data now. Always lots more to do here. 

 

What's New - May 2020 

Genealogy Stuff 

Jeremiah Simpson 

The pandemic has forced many people to be at home instead of at work and that has resulted in the 
unintended consequence of lots of family history work being done. I have received several emails from folks in 
exactly this situa�on and one of them was very interes�ng in rela�on to the Simpson family of Brighton. 

One of Obediah Simpson's sons was Jeremiah, and he had a large family, born in the Brighton area. However, 
later in life, he moved to Kent County, Ontario with several of his younger kids. In fact, he was joined by other 
Simpson rela�ves and in-laws in the same area. The person contac�ng me was a descendant of this large tree 
of Simpson folk who populated western Ontario. 

As always happens in cases like this, this contact gave me the excuse to dig deep into work done 15 years ago 
and shore it up a good deal. So, now there is lots more into re this part of the Simpson clan, including more 



connec�ons to other Brighton area families and some addi�onal genera�ons into modern days. Everyone 
should feel free to contribute to this development. 

Pierce Family of Waupoos, Prince Edward County 

A friend of mine was curious about their Pierce family history so I did some work to fill in more informa�on 
about this early setler group in Marysburgh Township, Prince Edward County, near the village of Waupoos. 
The result is a lot more info for this and associated families in that area of The County. Feel free to add to the 
mix. 

Chaten Family History 

A good friend asked me to summarize the Chaten Family of Hilton, north of Brighton, and that reguired a full 
review of the earlier genera�ons, back to Thomas Chaten who came from England and setled first in Percy 
and then Cramahe Townships. This is a large group which includes many who setled north, into the 
Peterborough area, as well as a bunch who became orange growers in California. As a result of this review, 
there is a lot more complete informa�on for the Chaten clan - and I am always looking for more. 

McNalley Family History 

An email contact resulted in an in-depth look at the McNalley family who lived near Codrington, north of 
Brighton. Similar to many others, this early family divided over �me with some staying in the area and some 
going off to other places. Nothing unusual there. 

What is fascina�ng about this group is that there seems to have been a major migra�on of most of the 
younger and older members from the 1840s through the 1880s. This was not unusual at the �me because 
large families were moving west to find land. However, some of the records indicate that there may have been 
another reason for the moves. Through marriage, this family was connected to people who may have been 
sympathe�c to the Riel Rebellion in Manitoba, thus painted with the same brush in Ontario and forced to flee 
to Michigan, out of the reach of Canadian authori�es. It is a tantalizing story that adds a litle juice to the 
mundane work of gathering family history details. A�er all, the folks we study were impacted by the forces of 
their �mes. More info re this would be welcome. 

 

What's New - January 2020 

Third Book Coming!! 

My third book will be released in June 2020. It will be called "HMS Speedy: The Tragedy and the Mystery of the 
Final Voyage". At this point (January 2020) edi�ng is in full swing and the publisher is ramping up. There will be 
lots of events around this book release, and media will be very ac�ve in the months before release and during 
the summer. It's going to be really fun!! More to come ... 

Genealogy Stuff 

Dr. A. E. Fife of Brighton 



A contact through BDA led to info re Dr. Fife and the end result was that I was able to link him into my database 
through a marriage connec�on with one of his sons. Dr. Fife had a medical prac�ce in Brighton from 1852 to 
1885 and was able to build a substan�al home at 200 Main Steet which is now one of our heritage homes, 
called, fi�ngly, Fife House. An interes�ng sideline is the history of one son who moved to BC and was involved 
in the early days of a small community that would become part of Vancouver. Deligh�ul stuff! You never know 
where these things will go. Thanks BDA! 

The Butler Family of Brighton 

One day I dropped into Lighthouse Books, our favourite independent book store on Main Street in Brighton. I 
hardly got inside the door before a lady asked me about Butler House, which is 103 Main Street. This ques�on 
led to some intensive research into the land records, family history and local business history for the Butler 
Family. The result is a firm idea of why it is called Butler House and which people, exactly, were involved and 
when. It also touched on some of the most familiar businesses in Brighton history. For a curious history geek, a 
ques�on like this can be a trigger for much welcome discovery. See the details under William Butler, then his 
son, W. C. Butler and then his son M. L. Butler in the updated database. 

 

What's New - September 12, 2019 

Third Book Coming!! 

My focus for the last seveal months has been to write the story of H.M.S. Speedy, which will be my third book. 
I can say that, as of the end of August, there is a first dra�. Certainly, there is lots to do un�l it comes out, likely 
later in 2020, but it is in progress. Keep an eye on my main web site for info. 

Word on the Street, Toronto, 2019 

If you make it to Word on the Street in Toronto, on September 22, 2019, please stop by booth 121C, east of 
Harbourfront, north of the Theatre, and say Hi! 

APPLEFEST 2019!! 

Applefest 2019 will bring crowds of people to Brighton and The History Guy will be in front of 86 Main Street 
during the Street Fair on Saturday, the 28th of September. Hope to see you there! 

Genealogy Stuff 

Families Related to Speedy Story 

During the wri�ng of the Speedy story, a lot more work was done on family trees for people included in the 
story. A comprehensive list is not feasible here, but we can include the names Selleck, Paxton, Fisk, Stegmann, 
Gray, Macdonell, ... and more. 

Ralph Bangay of Brighton 

This year Brighton lost a key figure of the community. Ralph Bangay passed away on July 10, 2019, at the age of 
93. Ralph and his wife Eugenia were the owner/operators of Memory Junc�on Museum in Brighton, since the 



1990s. Ralph's contribu�on to making Brighton a des�na�on for the whole province was immense, and we will 
miss him a lot. Condolences to the family. Some of Ralph's family info has been added to Treesbydan. 

Book re Cramahe History 

A book has been writen by William Metcalf, who grew up in Cramahe Township but moved to Australia five 
decades ago. The book is called "Toil, Travel, Tragedy, Triumph". It has limited availability, but you can read up 
on it at Colborne Public Library or see htps://www.cramahenow.com/?p=13011 

 

What's New - December 22, 2018 

Glance back at 2018 

The past year has been very busy and lots of fun. We started with Rural Roots in February, which was very well 
received and very sa�sfying to do. It gave me a chance to bring out my own family history a bit, since it was 
topical. I want to thank everyone who provided pictures and stories. Oh, yes, keep an eye out for the video 
version of Rural Roots which will be available on the BDA web site and at Brighton History Open House 2019, 
Saturday, February 23, 2019. 

My second book, 38 Hours To Montreal, was released at the end of June and the ac�vi�es ramped up for 
several months in support of that. Highlights were my par�cipa�on as a vendor in Word on the Street in 
Toronto in September and being Guest Historian at Scadding Cabin during the CNE. Of course, a couple of 
Sundays at Codrington Market represent my best sales days, hands down. Speaking events con�nue where this 
unique story is told and books are sold. The really cool thing now is that people are telling me how much they 
enjoyed the book. Everybody takes something different from it and are keen to talk. As an author, that never 
gets old. 

Looking Forward to 2019 

For the early part of 2019, The History Guy has two primary jobs to focus on. First, the History Open House on 
February 23rd. This year we decided to have a really good Open House and skip doing a show. I know some 
folks will be disappointed at this but, it was the best approach this year. Some�mes we just have to 
compromise in order to stay healthy and happy. 

The second major job to focus on is research for my third book. I have decided that my third atempt at a 
history book will deal with the old familiar story of the sinking of H.M.S. Speedy. This is an iconic story for 
Brighton and area, in fact it is an important part of our heritage landscape. Therefore, I felt a modern version 
of the story was in order. It is early stages but I am deep inside the research as we speak and very excited 
about the poten�al for this story. Stay tuned! 

Genealogy Stuff 

Charles Selleck of Newcastle 

The first work I do in preparing to write a book is to build the family trees of the people involved in the story. 
At the very least I need to document the context of each person both in their own family group and in the 

https://www.cramahenow.com/?p=13011


community where they lived. Along this line, I have recently done a bunch of work on the Selleck family, 
focussing on Charles Selleck. 

Charles Selleck brought his young family to setle on Presqu'ile Point in 1802 and was made custodian of the 
new courthouse and jail building that the government had built on the bay side in that same year. He had 
married Elizabeth Gibson, a daughter of George Gibson, a fellow mariner who came to live at Presqu'ile at the 
same �me. 

There are numerous trees on ancestry.ca that show this Charles Selleck to be part of a large clan that goes back 
to Stamford, Connec�cut, as far back as the middle of the 1600s when the colonies along the eastern seaboard 
were being setled by Europeans. They were seafaring folks, many of them famous traders or smugglers, take 
your pick. It seems that Charles Selleck came by his mariner heritage quite naturally. 

Crown Grant from 1803 

In Brighton we recently had the joy of seeing a very old document donated to the municipality. Bud and Jill 
Guer�n owned the original copy of a Crown Grant from 1803 and wanted to donate it to Brighton. They 
worked with the Brighton Digital Archives folks and the document was mounted in a large picture frame. This 
was handed over to the Mayor at a council mee�ng on December 18, 2018. Thanks Bud and Jill! 

The transcrip�on of this historic document shows that it was a Crown Grant signed December 3, 1803 by the 
Lieut. Governor of Upper Canada, General Peter Hunter. It grants one acre of land, which it states is mostly 
under water, to Charles Selleck, with the explicit provision that, within three years, he build a wharf on this 
land to accommodate the ships that were coming to Presqu'ile Bay to unload people and goods. The last 
paragraph also says that one seventh of an acre is set aside for "a Protestant Clergy", something we can see on 
the plan of Newcastle that was made at the �me of the first survey in 1797. 

The significance of this document goes beyond the powerful fact that it has survived in good shape for more 
than two centuries. It also tells us of the incremental steps that were being taken by the government in York to 
make the new county town of Newcastle into a viable and ac�ve commercial and governmental centre. 

Charles Selleck would build the wharf in the spring of 1804 and it would have been the des�na�on for H.M.S. 
Speedy in October the same year. Unfortunately, the Speedy never arrived at the wharf and the disaster that 
befell the ship and the passengers as well as the struggling colony of Upper Canada, would, within a few 
months, lead to the removal of county town status from the town of Newcastle. Any dreams of an important 
town on Presqu'ile Point were dashed and the history of this area would be changed forever. 

 

What's New - August 3, 2018 

Changes in Web Sites 

My primary web site www.danbuchananhistoryguy.com has been significantly upgraded, modernized and 
enhanced in light of the publishing of my second book "38 Hours to Montreal" in June 2018. One change in 
Treesbydan re this is the removal of the History sec�on which has been added to my main site. We will see if 
other changes come later but that is all for now. My genealogy site will remain the same in form and func�on 
for the foreseeable future. 



Genealogy Stuff 

The Bird Family of Brighton 

The Bird/Dingman family reunion prompted some quick work to enhance the details for the Bird family that 
lived in Brighton from 1919. Primarily, that means Andrew Bird who operated a saw mill on No. 2 west of 
Brighton. Unfortunately, both Andrew and his mill met a disastrous end with a large fire in 1939 where Andrew 
died of a heart atack while figh�ng the blaze. I was able to find the newspaper report for this and fill in some 
info re Brighton at that �me. But this is the �p of the iceberg, so to speak. Lots more info will flow from the 
reunion and that will be reflected here over �me. 

English Setlement History 

In the context of the sad affair of the Brighton Masonic Temple closing, I found some fascina�ng info re the 
history of families in the south end of Murray Township, around the English Setlement which was north of the 
original Canal Reserve along Dead Creek and along what is now called English Setlement Road. A lady named 
Margaret L. May compiled some extensive details about the early setler families, much of it based on her own 
family connec�ons to many of them. I am just ge�ng into the details of this but it has already helped me 
improve the details for this area. It is another example of the reality that you never know what you are going 
to find in collec�ons of people and organiza�ons - un�l you look! More to come on this at a later date. 

 

What's New - May 6, 2018 

Changes in Web Sites 

My primary web site www.danbuchananhistoryguy.com has been significantly upgraded, modernized and 
enhanced in light of the publishing of my second book "38 Hours to Montreal" in June 2018. One change in 
Treesbydan re this is the removal of the History sec�on which has been added to my main site. We will see if 
other changes come later but that is all for now. My genealogy site will remain the same in form and func�on 
for the foreseeable future. 

Genealogy Stuff 

The MacKechnie Families 

An email contact sent me correc�ons and addi�ons re the McKechnie family that is connected to William 
Weller of Cobourg - his second wife was Margaret McKechnie. However, the primary info provided was about 
the MacKechnie family, partly in Cobourg but also partly in Brighton. It drew my aten�on to Capt. Charles 
Grant MacKechnie and his family which was a ficture in Brighton from the 1860s through the 1910s. They had 
a farm south and east of Brighton (which I pass rou�nely on my bike ride to Murray Canal) and their later 
home in Brighton which is just down street from my home. Feel free to comment on this or send me further 
info. Thanks. 

Cyras Poter and Family 

An email regarding Cyrus Poter of Cramahe Township triggered some research with posi�ve results. On his 
memorial it says clearly Cyras Poter so that is what I am using. He came to Cramahe Twp. as early as 1810, 



married a Mary ? and had quite a family. Much later, he married a Windover. This has filled in a good sec�on of 
local family history. Feel free to comment or send addi�onal info. Thanks. 

 

What's New - October 16, 2017 

Genealogy Stuff 

The Irish Family 

An email contact is doing some serious work on the Irish family in the areas of Lennox & Addington, Has�ngs 
and Northumberland Coun�es. This has given me some fixes and addi�ons, but also demonstrated how much 
work is needed just in the branches of this family in my local area around Brighton, Colborne, Cobourg. I've 
been addressing this bit-by-bit and will con�nue to work in it in my spare �me. 

 

What's New - October 16, 2017 

FYI - Techie Stuff 

Some serious maintenance was done on my collec�on of pictures of grave stones (around 4,000)and the links 
to them from the records of individual people. Over 15 years of developing methods and procedures, some 
standardiza�on of file names was required as well as a change in the method of storing them in the system. I 
expect this is not interes�ng to most folks but I men�on it because this work should improve the integrity of 
TreesByDan in terms of users actually being able to see the memorial pictures that are there. The links were 
ge�ng shaky over the years and some were not coming up - but now they should be much more reliable. 

Genealogy Stuff 

German's Landing 

Recently, a fellow-historian asked about a place called German's Landing and I could not help at all un�l I went 
looking. This place is on the south shore of the Trent River just west of Glen Ross, more or less north of 
Frankford. By coincidence, there was a sec�on in my June 2017 What's New about the Anderson family in 
Murray Township. It is the same area in the far north east corner of Murray Township where the Anderson 
family was concentrated. 

German's Landing is shown in the Beldon County Atlas Map with a dis�nct black dot indica�ng a structure, 
maybe a saw mill. There is a good road angled into the place from the concession road to the south. My feeling 
is that this was a major spot for bringing logs to the river and floa�ng them down to Gilmore's inTrenton or 
other mills. Today it is a sleepy cotage boat launch area, a lovely spot to relax and get away from it all. 

In 1878 the land at German's Landing is shown to be owned by the Chadsey Estate which refers to the family 
down near Hillier where one of the popular wineries is today - the one with the Chadsey Cemetery in the front 
yard. The lot immediately west is owned by W H German, a son of Jacob German from the same area of The 
County as the Chadsey's. However, I can only speculate how this place came to be called German's Landing. I 
expect this was from the early decades - 1830s to 1850s - when it was used for logging. Did members of the 



German family own it then? If anyone knows anything about German's Landing and how it was used and 
named, please let me know. 

 

What's New - June 23, 2017 

Genealogy - New Developments 

Anderson of Murray Township 

An email contact kicked off some interes�ng research work on the various Anderson families that lived in the 
northeast corner of Murray Township, Northumberland County as well as the nearby parts of Sidney and 
Belmont Townships, around the town of S�rling. What is tan�lizing is that there are several different families 
that came to the same place around the same �me with the same surname but info I could find does not 
connect them in earlier genera�ons. They may or may not be connected but common sense suggests there is 
something to find. 

Thomas Anderson married Margaret Varty, the eldest child of Christopher Varty but then we see that Owen 
Anderson (father Robert) married Lavina Varty, a later daughter of the same Christopher. There is a James 
Anderson, father Jeremiah, married to Margaret Hough, right in the same area. 

One point. I have all the early census records for Murray Township, back to 1803, which were very useful for 
this Anderson work. Thomas Anderson and James Anderson appear beside each other through the early 
decades - as if they are brothers. Also, for both of them, there are clearly records in the 1820s for "Jr." for both 
of them, right together, meaning namesake sons - but I find no info for these two sons other than these early 
census records. Hmmmmmm....... 

In any case, I have put all the info I could find into the database and hope others might be able to fill in more 
details. Please fell free to help. Thanks. 

 

What's New - January 20, 2017 

Genealogy - New Developments 

Toronto Early Families 

During research for my next book, I have added several family trees for the first families of York, later Toronto. 
The story of the book revolves around the amazing sleigh ride in February of 1840 when William Weller, The 
Stage Coach King, drove the Governor General from Toronto to Montreal in 35 hours and 40 minutes. This was 
a land speed record and, because it was the GG, was big news at the �me. The book will follow the sleigh from 
Toronto all the way along the Kingston Road to Montreal and Ontario history will hang off the sleigh all the way 
along. 

The trip begins in Toronto and, in fact, begins at Beverly House which was ac�ng as Government House while 
Governor General Thomson was in Toronto. Through circuitous means, I was able to link John Beverly 
Robinson, the owner of Beverly House and the Solicitor General of Upper Canada, to an exis�ng tree so the 



Robinson family is represented to some degree. A close associate and neighbour was D'Arcy Boulton and the 
Boulton family was much enhanced, adding to the many Boultons in Cobourg that were already there. 

And on and on it goes. Many Toronto people who were there in February 1840 or had family links to buildings 
along King Street that William Weller would have driven by will be men�oned in some way. How about the jail 
where the two rebels were hanged just a couple of years before or the site of the first brick house in York? And 
lots more. 

 

 

 


