
What’s New Archive 

On May 6 2018 modifications to main web site included removing the History section from 

www.treesbydan.com. 

Also, housekeeping included removing old What’s New items, leaving only those from 2017 and 2018. 

Below are the What’s New items before 2017: 

What's New -  May 11, 2016 

What's New With DAN?? 

Dan has RETIRED! 

Yup. As of April 1, 2016, I am retired from my IT Consulting practice in Toronto. Well, almost totally 

retired - I will be on retainer for a few months in order to help the folks who are taking over support of 

the law firm. It's called "Knowledge Transfer". 

After a month and a bit, I am extremely happy to be moving on to the next phase of my life. It seems 

very weird sometimes, especially when I get up in the morning and .... that big gorilla that was always 

right there in my face - has taken up residence elsewhere. Good riddance!! 

Now I should be able to spend a lot more time on what I love to do - history and genealogy. 

Dan Has MOVED! 

YUP! The nice big townhome at 12 chapel Street has been sold and I have moved into a 2-bedroom 

apartment on Oliphant Street, just a few streets over, still in the middle of Brighton. 

It may seem strange to some but I became convinced that the large space was simply there to waste my 

time and fill up with stuff. In my retirement I want to focus very much on writing more books and I felt I 

needed to downsize in many ways to make that happen. Downsizing it was, on a major scale (for me) 

and now that it is done, I feel much more comfortable. Took all my books, a little of my furniture and 

none of the grass. I'm happy! 

Genealogy - New Developments 

James Cumming & John V. Murphy - Trenton 

An email contact provided lots of information and good motivation to develop trees for these fellows 

who lived in Trenton, Ontario. Even better, once I got into it, I realized that the families are connected to 

my own family tree! Small world. 

James Cumming (specifically this spelling, consistently across documents for this family) was born in 

Scotland in 1816, married Margaret Amelia Wragg of Carrying Place in 1850 and died in Trenton in 1873. 

He was a prominent mill operator at Trent Port as Trenton was called then and was involved in many 

developments related to facilities along the Trent River. I hope to look into that further at some point. 

After James Cumming died in 1873, Amelia married Daniel Ridgeway Murphy, son of John V. Murphy 

and Ann Ridgeway Bonter. John Murphy’s family can be seen in Murray Twp. and then in Trenton where 

he was a merchant. 



Descendants of this group can also say they are connected to Hon. Robert Charles Wilkins, early trader 

at Carrying Place along with Asa Weller. Margaret Amelia Wragg was a daughter of Thomas Busby 

Wragg and Mary Ann Wilkins, a daughter of R. C. Wilkins. 

My family connection is that Margaret Amelia Wragg's older brother, Thomas Busby Wragg, Jr., married 

Amelia Emily Stuart of Carrying Place and she was a sister of Elizabeth Stuart who married John 

Buchanan, the paternal grandfather of my father, Rev. Charles Buchanan. 

The above is reflected in the data now and I would appreciate any additional info anyone might have re 

these families. 

What's New -  January 3, 2016 
 
Genealogy - New Developments 
 
William Weller 
 
The last half of 2015 was stuffed with activity related to the publishing of my first book "Murder in the 
Family: The Dr,. King Story". While there are occasional book events coming up in 2016, my attentions 
are directed elsewhere. In the process of planning for a second possible book, I have done a bunch of 
work on the family tree of William Weller who was the first Mayor of Cobourg and the "Stagecoach King" 
of Upper Canada before the railways came and took the business away. 
 
The new information I have collected for this family is available with this publishing so others can see what 
I have found. I am always assuming that someone out there has done work closer to this subject than I 
and might help with some of the details. The information I have now is based on online research and I am 
much anticipating direct access to things like the newspapers and legal documents of the time. That will 
hopefully come later in 2016. 
 
In particular, there remains the problem of who, exactly, were William Weller's parents? A Quit Claim 
document in the Cobourg Public Library collection says that his father is David Weller. However, looking 
at the David Weller that some folks have as his father, I see that this is impossible since William Weller 
was born in 1799 and that David died a few years before in old age. So, WHICH David Weller is it? 
 
As you can see, I have constructed a David Weller as William Weller's father but with an unknown mother. 
Who was his mother? Anyone know? I have not seen that yet. Three census records match with the family 
of this David Weller, taking the family from Hinesburgh, Vermont to Canton, Saint Lawrence County, New 
York. From there William Weller is said to have moved (possibly with his father) to Prescott, Ontario, then 
to Toronto and by 1830 to Cobourg. But I find very little other support for this David Weller in other 
sources. 
 
Stories about William Weller repeat that he is supposed to have had 22 children, 11 by each of two wives. 
I have 13 documented so far and would love to find the rest. They may be earlier in his life, in the 1820s, 
so harder to track, the daughters in particular. However, if anyone knows about more of his kids, please 
let me know. 
 
Documents show us that William Weller had a sister, Laurene who married Linus Munson and then, after 
he died, brought the family to Cobourg in the 1850s. Also, the Quit Claim mentioned earlier was with a 
Richard Weller of Hinesburgh, Vermont, which I thought might be a brother but appears to be a cousin, a 
son of Nathan Weller and Rhoda Weller. Yes, it gets complicated. 
 
I will be pursuing this problem vigorously in the next months as time permits. This William Weller was an 
extremely important figure in the decades of the 1830s, 1840s and 1850s in Cobourg certainly, but also in 
Upper Canada and it would be great to solidify his lineage. As always, any help is much appreciated. 

 



What's New -  September 20, 2015 
 
Genealogy - New Developments 
 
Not Much Genealogy! 
 
The main development since the last publishing in March 2015 is that my book "Murder in the Family: The 
Dr. King Story" was published July 25 and there has been a lot of activity related to that. The book is 
selling well and many events have been held to promote the book, sell books directly and tell the story. 
This activity has also increased my invitations to speak on other topics as well and so the speaking 
activity ramps up too. 
 
Unfortunately, when this good stuff happens, I don't have much time for genealogy. There have been a 
few things but small in nature. In fact, I welcome email about family tree issues as a distraction from the 
focus on the book and all that. I can say that I use genealogy as therapy. At tense, tired moments, I call up 
the database and get into ancestry.com and flood my mind for a few hours with census records and 
marriage registrations. Works wonders! 
 
Mitchell 
 
An email contact provided information that allowed me to correct a mistake related to the Mitchell family of 
Warkworth. Samuel Mitchell is the patriarch of that family and he came from Emily Twp., Victoria County, 
settling in Cramahe Twp. One of this sons, John Fletcher Mitchell, married one Sarah A. H. Mitchell, from 
another Mitchell family in the Emily Twp. area. Now I have that correctly records. 
 
I am interested in this Mitchell family because a younger brother of John Fletcher Mitchell, Edwin, married 
Gertrude Buchanan, an aunt of my father, Rev. Charles Buchanan. It's always a good thing when we can 
correct the way we display info re connecting families. Thanks for the input! 
 
What's New -  March 5, 2015 
 
Genealogy - New Developments 
 
Cottagers at Presqu'ile Point 
 
During research for our History Open House 2015 theme of Dance Hall Daze many family names came 
up that are linked to the many cottages that existed on Presqu'ile Point from the early 1900s. On further 
investigation I was able to connect some of them to Brighton families already in my database. Here are a 
few of them. 
 
McCallum 
 
The McCallum's were a Toronto family who took to cottaging at Presqu'ile in the early 1900s and ended 
up with several family connections that are worth mentioning. 
 
William McCallum married Mabel Dulmage of Warkworth and he became a partner with Grant Quick of 
Gosport to build his "Pleasure Palace", a dance pavilion, near Peter Covell's Hotel Presqu'ile in 1913. 
 
Nancy McCallum, sister of William, married Frank Boag who was the contractor for the Pleasure Palace 
as well as the major expansion of Presqu'ile Hotel in 1922 (after Grant Quick had purchase the hotel from 
Peter Covell in 1914). 
 
Carrie McCallum, sister of William and Nancy, married Joseph Boag, a brother of Frank Boag. 
 
Georgina Irena "Rene" McCallum, sister of William, Nancy and Carrie, married John Dickson and she 
later was know as Rene, in charge of the White House in Brighton for many years. 
 



Solmes 
 
The family of Clayton Solmes were cottagers at Presqu'ile from the 1920s. Clayton was born in 
Sophiasburgh Township and the Solmes family goes back to Nathaniel Solmes who was the U.E.L. who 
moved to Prince Edward County around 1790. Clayton Solmes' daughter Betty (Solmes) Weber told of 
her experiences at Presqu'ile Pavilion in the early 1940s. 

 

What's New -  December 16, 2014 
 
"Murder in the Family - The Dr. King Story" - Coming July 25, 2015 
 
Dundurn Press of Toronto will release "Murder in the Family - The Dr. King Story" by Dan Buchanan  on 
July 25, 2015. It is now in Dundurn's "Spring 2015 Adult Catalogue" at 
https://bnccatalist.ca/ViewCatalogue.aspx?id=5638  . It will be widely available in book stores and on e-
book sites - as well as from Dan himself. Be sure to get yours! 
 
Genealogy - New Developments 
 
Peter McConnell of Brighton 
 
Peter McConnell (1938 - 2010) was a well known actor, author and story teller who hailed from the Hilton 
area and returned to Brighton to enrich the community with his talents. During research into the Opera 
House for HOH 2015 some of Peter's many writings came to my attention and I realized that I did not have 
his family documented in my database. That problem is now solved. This McConnell family came to the 
Brighton area from Prince Edward County in the 1850s and later settled near Hilton. If anyone can add 
details, please feel free. 
 
Ben Thompson of Brighton 
 
Another family history job came up while researching for HOH 2015 - that of Ben Thompson (1924 - 1998) 
who was a lawyer and judge besides playing in bands at Presqu'ile Pavilion in the 1940s along with Ted 
Snider. Now Ben and his family is included in Treebydan. 
 
What's New -  June 28, 2014 
 
The Dr. King Story 
 
My first presentation of The Dr. King Story was on the Thursday night of the History Open House in 
February 2014. There was a really good crowd and they went away entertained and enlightened. Sure, it 
is a sordid murder story, but it is so interesting in its personalities, twists of plot and drama. Believe it or 
not, this Computer Geek can tell history stories! Or so I am told. 
 
Since the first presentation, I have given the full 2 hour story at Hilton Hall Heritage Centre and plan to do 
it again. On the other hand, Probus Clubs are proving to be a great venue for The Dr. King Story. I have 
created a 50-minute version to fit into the Probus Meeting context. Even though it was tough to pare it 
down, and miss all those fascinating details, the shorter version still has the basic story and it is fun and 
energetic. At one place I was told afterward that NOBODY was looking over at the lunch counter until after 
I was done - a fine testament in the circumstances. 
 
Please feel free to pass it around that Dan Buchanan will present The Dr. King Story at your meeting or 
event. Anywhere! Anytime! 
 
Hilton Hall Heritage Centre 
 
In the fall of 2013 Brighton Municipal Council agreed to let the Brighton Heritage Advisory Committee 
utilize the old Hilton Township Hall as a Heritage Centre. Friends of Hilton Hall was formed in the spring of 



2014, with me (Dan Buchanan) as Chair, Dot Connolly as Secretary and several others from the area 
adding to the mix. We are developing programming of various types for 2014 and hopefully there will be 
enough momentum to continue in 2015. We have already had some Women's Institute Meetings there as 
well as very productive seminar by The County Archivist regarding the archiving of old documents. 
 
On August 13 we will hold "Brainstorming for HOH 2015" with a barbeque afterwards. We want to start 
planning for History Open House 2015 by establishing a theme and some potential displays to support the 
theme. Brighton Rotary Club is cooking the burgers. 
 
Genealogy - New Developments 
 
Rowe & Roblin 
 
A discussion with a local resident pointed me in the direction of one Benjamin Rowe (1794-1844) who 
lived in Sophiasburgh Twp., Prince Edward County from as early as 1791. There are several Benjamin 
Rowe's but this is the one I dealt with at this time. There is a connection to the Roblin families who 
connect to Valleau and lived in the town of Brighton through the last part of the 1800s and up to now. Feel 
free to help out with this if you like. 
 
Honey 
 
An email contact passed some information about the several Honey families in the area of Cramahe, 
Percy, Brighton, Haldimand Townships and I spent some time pulling most of them together. There are at 
least 4 families that came from England, mostly from Cornwall. The one around Morganston was my focus 
but I had to do enough to separate the various families from each other. Would love to obtain more 
information about these families, especially there earlier families. 
 
What's New -  February 16, 2014 
 
History Open House 
 
My focus has been preparing for the Brighton History Open House 2014 and in particular the presentation 
of The Dr. King Story. Genealogy has taken a back seat during this period so there is not much new since 
the last time I published in December 2013. Frankly, l simply wanted to publish again to make sure the 
info is fresh for folks who may come to the web site due to contact during the HOH events. Hopefully I'll 
get back to more genealogy work as things quiet down after the HOH. 
 
What's New -  December 11, 2013 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
Family Tree Work re Dr. King Story 
 
In the last few months I have been researching the Dr. King story in detail and in the process was 
motivated to do family tree work for various names that are related to the story. An important one is 
provided here, others will come later. 
 
George King's Parents - LEROY?? 
 
I know I am going out on a limb with this but until better information comes along, this line of thought 
needs to be developed. I have never seen any information that tells me who the parents of George King 
might have been. He is the father of the notorious Dr. William Henry King of the "Dr. King Story". We see 
he was born "near Syracuse, NY around 1808 but no family connections are documented. His marriage 
records say his surname may have been Leroy - the French word and simple translation to the English 
"King" is pretty obvious. It is also written that he was a Huguenot, which means French Protestants who 
came to the New York and Hudson River area in the 1700s due to the religious wars in France. 
 



Then, when digging in to the Dr. King Story I see that "an uncle and cousin" visited him one day in jail. 
Hmmm... we don't know who these guys were but it could be Leroy relatives coming up from New York. 
We know Dr. King wrote several letters to New York State during his time in jail. Also, there were some 
escape rumors; it was thought Dr. King might be busted out of Cobourg Jail. It never happened but it was 
in the papers and the Sheriff and Jailer certainly were alarmed at the prospect. 
 
To top this off, we see in the Cobourg Jail "List of Prisoners" that there is one Frank Leroy shown only a 
couple of days after Dr. King was hanged. He was in jail for "larceny", was 26 years old and born in the 
US. Might he be the "cousin" who had visited earlier? And which Leroy family might he be from? 
 
Again, this is speculation, but it is starting to look like there is something there. I have taken the step of 
finding a Leroy family that might fit and adding them in to my data. We'll see how this evolves. If anyone 
has anything to add to this, please feel free. 
 
What's New - July 31, 2013 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
Mays of English Settlement 
 
An email contact triggered some work on the May family that lived along the Murray Canal - the road north 
of the canal called English Settlement Road. 
 
Henry May (1770-1855) was the immigrant around 1829 to Concession B, Lot 14, Murray Township. I 
have connected sons Samuel and John to this Henry May or Harry as it is sometimes written. Later, in the 
1840s he moved to Concession A, Lot 1, Murray, which is the area of the old Roundhouse near where the 
road from Trenton to Carrying Place turns sharply to the west. 
 
This May family is interesting to me because it has connections with so many other families in the area 
that I have in my database. A daughter of Samuel May married Jacob Peister. There are a couple of 
connections to the Little family east of Trenton. Another of Samuel's daughters married Robert Leslie 
Flindall. John May married Frances Powers and their family includes connections to Simpson, Valleau 
and Porter. If anyone can add some info re the early and later generations of these folks, please feel free. 
 
Chatterson 
 
A researcher of the Chatterson families around Brighton motivated some additional work specifically on 
the name Alexander Grey Chatterson. He was a son of Elias Chatterson and Charlotte McDonald and 
while we have good info for that later generation, it is still unclear to me which family this Elias Chatterson 
is connected to. I assume it must be the bunch in Lennox & Addington but info I have seen is uncertain. If 
anyone can set me straight on this, I'd be grateful. 
 
Nix 
 
In the process of creating a presentation called "1850s: Time of Change" to be presented at The Hilton 
Township Hall August 11, 2013, I was looking more closely at the wharfs that were active on Presqu'ile 
Bay in this period. We see that the first wharf was built by John Nix, Sr. in 1841 on the east end of Price 
Street, Gosport and was the wharf with the most traffic during the boom times. In order to shore up my 
knowledge of this Nix family I collected some more info. This would be a good one to do more work on at 
some point since it is a very early settler family and connected to everyone in the area. Feel free to help! 
 
What's New - February 19, 2013 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
The Latimer Photos 
 



This coming Saturday, February 23, I will be presenting the Latimer Photos at the Brighton History Open 
House. The Latimer Photos are a collection of photographs taken by Hugh Latimer who lived in Orland 
where his father, William Latimer, ran a General Store. Hugh Latimer became a photographer and would 
ask patrons in the store to stand in front of their cars by the gas pumps so he could take their picture. The 
photos, 456 in all, were taken in the late 1920s and early 1930s and they represent a wonderful glimpse 
into the everyday lives of many people around the area. 
 
Hugh Latimer placed the photos in two albums along with index pages to show the names of the people in 
the photos. A third album contains a collection of funeral cards and some interesting pictures of the 
villages of Orland, Codrington and Mount Olivet. Before his passing in 1986, Hugh Latimer donated the 
three albums to the Codrington Public Library with the stipulation that they should remain there. 
 
The presentation at the History Open House will consist of about 40 of the photos which I have chosen for 
various reasons to represent the collection. I have added details about the person from their family trees 
inside www.treesbydan.com and for some of the people closer to me, I will provide some interesting 
stories. Also, a screen display will be running in my display area showing around 110 of the pictures with 
some family details. 
 
I have added this item to the "Genealogy Research" list for "What's New" because I had to do much new 
research to fill out information for many of the people in the photos. My data is weak into the mid-1900s 
and there is lots of room for improvement so I was delighted to have this reason to do more. And there is 
much more to do. 
 
Also, I have added an item to the History Section called "The Latimer Photos - A List of Names". These 

are all the people who have photos in the collection. Many of them can be found in www.treesbydan.com 

already but I would love to add more people and more detail if other researchers out there have 

information about them. We'll see what we can collect to complement the pictures. If you are interested, 

check the list of names and feel free to send me whatever you like. 

 

What's New - December 23, 2012 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
Cole 
 
Contact from an old school chum who is part of the large Cole family in the Brighton area led me to do 
some serious brushing up on the trees for that name. The focus is Richard Cole who settled east of 
Orland but came from Big Island, part of Sophiasburgh Twp. just north of Demorestville. There is still a lot 
to do but the structure of the various Cole trees (there are several) are clearer now. Anyone who can add 
to the connections or make corrections, please let me know. 
 
Cornell 
 
A question from someone asking about one William Henry Cornell got me going on a research jag which 
added some of that name to the database. There remains the broader connections but it's a start. Anyone 
who can assist, it would be appreciated. 
 
What's New - November 9, 2012 
 
First Settlers of Brighton 
 
On October 27, 2012, I presented "First Settlers of Brighton" at The Gates as part of "October is Arts 
Month". We had a whole month of constant activity at The Gates which included many different and varied 
kinds of presentations and seminars. The Gates is a great venue for these events and we hope there will 
be lots more. 



 
A handout was provided at the event and that document has been added to the History Section. 
Download the PDF and see what "First Settlers of Brighton" is all about. 
 
The Breakaway in Watershed 
 
If you haven't already done so, please check out the Fall 2012 issue of Watershed, a magazine that is 
available free at many stores and institutions around Northumberland County. Dale Carter, a friend of 
mine from the Brighton Library Board, wrote an article that was published in the latest Watershed 
regarding The Breakaway. I provided the research material and historical consulting and Dale did the rest. 
I love the article as well as the amazing Sidebar they provided for my work and this web site. Thanks Dale 
and the folks at Watershed. 
 
Sense of Place - Jane Urquhart 
 
On November 1, 2012, I attended an event called "Sense of Place" sponsored by Northumberland ACO 
and presented by Jane Urquhart, the renowned author who lives in Colborne. Jane is involved with 
Friends of Trinity Anglican Church in Colborne, a group that is fighting to maintain the church in some 
capacity. It has been formally deconsecrated and negotiations are ongoing between the Municipality and 
the Diocese in Toronto re the fate of the building. In order to support this cause, I did some research into 
the people buried in the cemetery of Trinity Anglican Church in Colborne and provided Jane with the 
document now in the History Section. Also included is a piece on Enid Rogers, a well-known Colborne 
resident and benefactor of Trinity. Enid Rogers has connections back to the very early Hudson Bay 
Traders that have a presence in the Colborne area. 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
I'm Still Working on Genealogy!! 
 
Just not as much as before. I'm trying to make progress going through email in my InBox but I am involved 
in lots of other things here in Brighton these days so progress is slow. If I have not responded, drop 
another email and remind me - the squeaky wheel, you know. Thanks for your patience. 
 
Weech & Drinkwalter 
 
An email contact provided some great additional information for the Weech family of Toronto Twp., Peel 
Co., Ontario. The family is in my data because of a connection with the family of James Drinkwalter, one 
of the large groups around Haldimand by that name. It seems that James Drinkwalter and wife Amy 
Turney moved to Toronto Township before 1911 and that's where their daughter Ina Naomi Drinkwalter 
married Charles Frampton Weech in 1921. 
 
My records for Drinkwalter families, so I discovered, had not used a consistent spelling in regards to the 
"l" or no "l" problem. On further review, it seems the "l" should be there - at least for the folks in and 
around Haldimand Twp. Any insight into this question would be welcome. 
 
Wilmot Taylor & Richard Cole 
 
While following my nose around my database one day I saw that there should be some connection 
between the family of Wilmot Washington Taylor of Haldimand Twp. and Richard Cole of Lake Twp., 
Hastings Co. Several of Wilmot Taylor's kids appear in the 1891Census with Richard Cole. Then, in 1901, 
we see "Mrs. Richard Cole" in Lake Twp. with Arthur Taylor, shown as her grandson. Corinthia Cole, first 
wife of Wilmot W. Taylor, must then be an early daughter of Richard Cole - by Margaret Sopha? Mary 
Jane Sopha, Richard's second wife, is the "Mrs. Richard Cole" in the 1901 Census and would not likely be 
the mother of Corinthia. See what I mean? Something needs to be straightened out here. If anyone can 
shed any light on this, feel free. 
 
What's New - September 24, 2012 



 
Living Library 
 
In "What's New" in May we introduced the idea of the Living Library. Since then, I have been checked out 
of the Brighton Public Library, presenting The Breakaway for the Community Women's Institute. 
 
In the future, I expect to present The Breakaway again and we also hope to add other presentations from 
other people to the Living Library. It is a growing and "living" program. 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
Tuck 
 
Contact from a researcher in the Tuck family of Cramahe and Haldimand Townships kicked off a flurry of 
work that resulted in some good additional information in the database for this name. Especially, the 
contact led me to the generation earlier than the folks I already had. This was important work since it 
resulted in much more and better information for an important early settler family in this area. Feel free to 
help with this if you can. 
 
Ibbotson 
 
A local project that touches on The Old Percy Road led me to find out that Richard Ibbotson came from 
England and settled southeast of Codrington on a section of the Old Percy Road that has since fallen into 
disuse. What's interesting is that this family came here under the "Soldier Settlement Program" which 
purchased land and arranged for soldiers to farm on it in order get a good start in Canada. I had heard of 
this program but this is the first family I have found who participated in it directly. If anyone knows of more 
in this area, please let me know. 
 
What's New - May 26, 2012 
 
Living Library 
 
I have been BAR CODED! The Brighton Public Library has created an item in their catalogue for "The 
Breakaway by Dan Buchanan". This item has received a standard bar code as do all items in the library. I 
need to wear mine at all times! 
 
It means that anyone can borrow this item from the library. Through the borrowing system, you contact me 
and we can arrange to have me speak at your meeting or event. I would even come to your home, if that 
would work. In effect, you can borrow me to present The Breakaway story to you. 
 
The Living Library is a new concept we are trying to build in Brighton. It started in Europe in 2000 and is 
spreading into Canada now. The idea is to identify people in the community who can speak on certain 
topics of interest and provide a way for groups and individuals in the community to make contact with 
them. 
 
Our hope is that more speakers will come forward and be part of the Living Library. Certainly, I will do 
more stories of local history but there are others in the community who can do something similar. For 
example, veterans may want to use this process to speak about their war experiences. All are welcome! 
 
Stay tuned. More to come on this! 
 
The Breakaway - A Smashing Success 
 
On the night of Saturday, April 21, 2012, 130 people gathered at The Hilton Township Hall to enjoy a 
presentation of local history. The old hall was bursting at the seams with chatter and smiles and lots of 
good vibes. I never imagined so many would come to the event. It was wonderful to see. 
 



We had good weather and the Municipal folks did a great job of providing facilities. That truck load of 
chairs was critical, as it turned out! Thanks lots!! 
 
The Brighton Arts Council (BAC) participated in the event and helped make it a memorable affair. Bill 
Murtha set up the sound system, which worked great, and he gave us lovely background music which 
added class and comfort to the evening. Tom Groot did a terrific design for the poster we passed all 
around the countryside leading up to the event - so the crowd is partly his doing!! 
 
Ron Waddling provided strong organizational skills in producing this event and I really appreciated his 
advice. It all fit together wonderfully. 
 
A special thanks goes to Leslie Simla of Friends of Brighton Public Library, who acted as Master of 
Ceremonies. She did a delightful introduction of the speaker which was amusing and very pertinent. She 
treated me as a book, looking under my jacket to open the front cover... you get the idea. I did not know 
what was coming or where it was going at the time but it worked beautifully and got a lot of comments 
afterward. Thanks so much Leslie! 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
Research per The Breakaway Story 
 
The process of preparing to present The Breakaway included more in-depth work on several of the 
families directly involved in the event. Details are too extensive for this medium but I can say that there is 
more information available now for the following families: John Herrington, (who died that night) and his 
wife Louisa; John W. Simpson who owned the second mill down the creek; George Montgomery who 
survived the flood; Joseph Adams who survived by switching places with John Herrington; the Fennell's 
who owned the house just south of the lake; the Thorne's who owned land the creek ran through. 
 
Goslee - Colborne 
 
Some new research came about as a result of the closing of the Trinity Anglican Church in Colborne. I did 
some research about the people buried in the churchyard cemetery. One of the names involved was 
Goslee which is well known in Colborne and area. There is more to do here but this was a great boost 
since I only had a few by this name in the database. Feel free to send me info re this name. 
 
Historically, there is an interesting connection to this Goslee family. Matthew Goslee, who was the original 
UEL settler, married Maria Schuyler, a niece of Philip Schuyler, one of George Washington's most 
respected generals during the War of Independence. Matthew Goslee was a prisoner when he met Maria 
and they were married after the war and came to Canada. 
 
Spilsbury 
 
Francis Brockell Spilsbury is another name on a memorial in the Trinity Anglican Church Cemetery in 
Colborne. His father was Captain Francis Brockell Spilsbury who was in the British Navy, stationed in 
Kingston, Ontario, during the War of 1812. I will add more re this family going forward. Help if you can. 
 
Cuthbert Cumming - Hudson Bay Trader 
 
Several memorials in the Trinity Anglican Church Cemetery relate to people who worked in the fur trade 
during the 1800's with The Hudson Bay Company. Cuthbert Cumming is the primary example as he 
began his long career as a trader in 1804, spending many years in posts in The North West Territories 
(mostly present-day Manitoba) as well as Lake Superior and Quebec. He retired from The HBC in the 
early 1840's and chose Colborne as his retirement home. 
 
Another memorial connected to Cuthbert Cumming in the same cemetery is an unusual one for "Mary, 
daughter of Thos. McMurray, HBC Trader, and wife of John Mathews of Murray". This Mary McMurray 
was a sister of Jane McMurray who was the second wife of Cuthbert Cumming.  Thomas McMurray was a 



contemporary of Cuthbert Cumming and the HBC Archive records show that they worked together at 
several posts over the years. We also see the McTavish family in Colborne. Daniel McTavish was also an 
HBC trader. More to come on these. 
 
What's New - April 5, 2012 
 
The Breakaway 
 
Those waiting to hear back from me may be mollified a bit to know that I have been very much occupied 
recently in preparation for a history presentation planned for April 21, 2012 at the Hilton Township Hall 
(north of Brighton, east on Chatten Road at Hilton). Along with much support from The Brighton Arts 
Council, I will be presenting the story of The Breakaway, when a small lake broke through its banks and 
raced down the valley, destroying two mills and killing two men. It happened a long time ago (160 years to 
the day of this event) but it remains an important event in local history. The Women's Institute staged a 
play about it at Codrington when I was a kid. We are bringing the story up-to-date and adding some family 
history info for the folks who were involved (Genealogy has multiple uses, don't you know!). Being a 
history geek, there will also be some historical context which I expect most area residents don't know. We 
hope to have a crowd at the old Hall - half a mile away from where The Breakaway happened. 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
Roblin 
 
Good information for a researcher allowed me to straighten up and enhance a lot of Roblin information. 
This had to do with Owen Roblin Jr. and Owen Roblin Sr. and connected families. This name is huge in 
the Prince Edward, Hastings and Northumberland County areas and work will continue to make the info 
better. Help if you can. 
 
Gunyo 
 
A researcher asked about one Harry Gunyo and this sparked a bunch or research that got into local 
history around Brighton as much as Gunyo family history. Check it out and assist if you can. 
 
What's New - December 22, 2011 
 
It's Been a Busy 2011. If I have not responded to your email - try again! 
 
My new situation in Brighton has developed very well. I am getting involved with community activities such 
as the Library Board and working towards an Archive. Also, I am a member of the Brighton Arts Council 
and have been able to set up my booth and display my boards at numerous events in the past year. In 
addition, there have been several speaking engagements where I could expound on my genealogy or 
local history. Lot's of fun! 
 
Unfortunately, with all that other stuff going on, I have had less time to spend of genealogy. And my InBox 
reflects that. I hope to work at cleaning up back email over the next months - but it's a slow process. 
 
Please, if you sent me email a while ago and I did not respond, send it again! Thanks for your patience. 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
Stephens 
 
A local contact asked about the Stephens family in Seymour Township, out around Burnbrae and English 
Line. I had some of them in the data due to connections already there but had no idea how extensive this 
name would be in that area. There are a lot more Stephens records in there now. This was great because 
it allowed me to make many connections to well-known names in the area. Feel free to add to the info if 
you like. 



 
Beatty 
 
A local contact asked my about a particular Beatty family that settled in Hope Township. There are several 
families by this name and various spellings in the area (in Cobourg, Haldimand) but I was interest in this 
one in Hope Twp. You can see there is more detail. Feel free to add to it if you can. 
 
Winter 
 
There have been several spells of work on this name due to connections with other early settler families 
around Haldimand Township. Co-incidentally, I had two separate contacts re this family around the same 
time and it spurred me to look more closely. There are some more connections but much to be done. I'd 
really like to get the land records at the Cobourg Archives for this family - when time allows. Please help 
with this if you can. 
 
Ames Reunion in Manitoba 
 
One of the most enjoyable events I participated in during the last year was an Ames family reunion in 
Manitoba. These Ames folks are descendants of Joseph Ames, one son of the early settler Ames family 
that came to Mount Olivet in 1850 from Waupoos Island in Prince Edward County. Joseph moved to the 
Riding Mountain area northwest of Winnipeg just before 1900 and the two groups lost touch with each 
other. As a result of my early research I visited with them in 2005 but this time I caught wind of a reunion 
they were planning on Labor Day weekend. I took my information and did a gab session in the back room 
of a local Legion Hall with a couple dozen people milling about. Several of the ladies sat down and wrote 
names and dates in the trees to fill in my information. It was altogether a great experience. Thanks all, for 
a good time! 
 
What's New - August 28, 2011 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
Jobes 
 
In recent months there has been a focus on Presqu'ile history and several family trees came to my 
attention in that context. Thomas and Ezekiel Jobes came to Presqu'ile in the 1850's, apparently from the 
Kingston area, and first appear in the 1861 Census. They are two of the names on the 1869 map of land 
owners on Presqu'ile that is in the book about Presqu'ile written in 1994 by Susan Brose and Bonnie 
Browne. The book is out of print but recently scanned so easy to use for research. 
 
Craig 
 
The Craig family is a large and well-known family who lived on Presqu'ile. William Cragg (later Craig) 
came to the Brighton area in the 1840's. His name is shown in the 1848 Census at Concession 1, Lot 1, 
Cramahe Township, which would later be the south part of Brighton Village. William Cragg and his son 
George are shown in the 1869 map of Presqu'ile land owners and both are buried in Woods Cemetery, up 
on Number 2 Highway west of Brighton. 
 
Lloyd 
 
On a hot Saturday in July a gentleman stopped at our booth on Main Street in Brighton, mentioning that 
he lived in "The Richardson House". That point in itself generated some discussion because James 
Richardson was one of the first land owners where Brighton Village would form. However, another topic of 
interest was the fact that this gentleman was a member of the U.E.L. Lloyd family, well known to the east 
around Napanee and Fredericksburgh Township. Needless to say, this generated a significant amount of 
research work over the period of a couple of weeks and the result is a much more comprehensive 
accounting of the Lloyd families in Lennox & Addington, Hastings, Prince Edward and Northumberland 



Counties. As always, it's just a start, but it does bring together many floating families in my database from 
other research work.  More needs to be done with this and don't hesitate to send details if you like. 
 
Russ 
 
An email contact suggested that something might be wrong with data for one of the Russ families, namely 
Harrison Russ (1848-1906). His parentage was in question so I took good information from the contact 
and dug some more in the usual places and came up with what appears to be a better tree. This family 
was in Haldimand, north and east towards Castleton, and figure large in the early settler connections in 
that area. A fix like this is always good. Don't hesitate to let me know if you think I have something wrong. 
Nothing is written in stone! 
 
What's New - April 23, 2011 
 
Very Quick Republishing 
 
Normally it would be three or four months between publishing but this time I decided to publish again after 
a month. The event that precipitated the early publishing was a speaking engagement at Warkworth on 
April 25. I did a lot of work on the Percy Road story, the topic that night, so there was a new version of that 
piece. Also, there were some family histories that were updated to some degree in this context, most 
obvious being Brunson. The Weatherup information was there and ready to be seen online as well. We 
should not expect republishing every month - it takes too much time. However, this was worth the effort 
considering the context. 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
Brunson 
 
The name Brunson is very evident in early Percy Township Census records. Barnabus Brunson was one 
of the first few people in Percy before 1800. Further work on this name showed that there were also at 
least two other guys of that name in Percy at the same time. Most important was Amasa Bronson (spelled 
this way for most non-Percy records) who is living close to Barnabus in those earliest years but who left 
and went back to Connecticut at an early date. It's also clear that the Barnabus Brunson/Bronson that is 
seen after 1850 in Seymour is a grandson of the first Barnabus and not a son. He is likely a son of 
Orsamas - but that remains uncertain. This new work allowed me to make more contacts with other local 
families, in particular a marriage with Margaret Bound of Cramahe. The move of some later Bronson folk 
to Minnesota is also interesting. Anyone who can add to this information, please feel free. 
 
Weatherup & "Living in Hope" 
 
There is considerable information available now for this Weatherup family. The work on this name 
originated from a book named "Living In Hope" by Sue Allen, an English author who writes about women 
in history. She has ancestry from this Weatherup family and took three women out of the family tree to tell 
their individual stories. The first story is about the original settlement of Weatherups in Otonabee Twp., 
Northumberland Co. and the third one is about her immediate ancestry which includes a Weatherup man 
from Norham who was a World War I soldier who took a war bride in England. It is well done and presents 
us with an interesting perspective of history from the English standpoint. Sue has done lots of research, 
similar to what I do to build family trees for treesbydan and she tells the stories with sensitivity and 
imagination. It's a good read. The book can be ordered from domtom pubishing in the UK - check it out 
online. 
 
What's New - March 22, 2011 
 
Dan Does Local History 
 



In the History section there are three new items about local history. The Birth of Brighton Township came 
out of the 160th Birthday Celebrations planned by the Municipality of Brighton. The Timeline and Family 
Sketches are first installments of these lists which will grow over time as I get time to add to them. 
 
Dan Does History Tours 
 
When the weather improves Dan will be available to conduct his own special History Tour of Brighton 
Township. Two or three history enthusiasts can come with me in my car for a couple of hours as we tour 
around Brighton Township, talking about early settlement and development of the community. It starts in 
Brighton Village, goes to Smithfield, Gosport, Presqu’ile, then up No. 30 to Hilton, Orland, Codrington and 
Mount Olivet. How long it takes depends on how much the passengers engage the driver with questions 
and requests. These are always fun! The tour is free but gas money will be appreciated. Send me an 
email if you are interested. 
 
Dan Does Speaking Engagements 
 
Dan is available to speak to groups about genealogy and history within a reasonable distance from 
Brighton. We have done a couple of these already and it seems to work not too bad. Hot topics are the 
story about The Birth of Brighton Township as well as my web site and how I do all this research. We're 
flexible. Drop me an email if there is an opportunity. 
 
Topics of Recent Genealogy Research 
 
Wait/Waite 
 
A recent contact re corrections for a Waite family on the area led to some more work on the name in 
general. The big problem is that numerous Wait/Waite people came to Haldimand Township and settled 
near Grafton and then Vernonville very early in the 1800's. We have lots of information regarding later 
generations but we have little concrete information for the first generation that were born here in the 
1800's, 1810's and 1820's. On the other hand, we have lots of early census records for Haldimand and 
Cramahe, beginning in 1803. It's a difficult process but if we analyze EVERY census record for EVERY 
Wait/Waite name in Haldimand Township, we can get a better feel for who were the parents of the various 
sons and daughters born soon after the first settlement. The new information now on the web site for 
Wait/Waite regarding these Haldimand families is an attempt to marry that early local census information 
with information available on the web for the Wait/Waite families from Rhode Island, where this group is 
said to have originated. Anyone who has more definite information is welcome to provide corrections or 
additions. The goal is simply to improve the information and make it available to all who are interested. 
Feel free to contribute. 
 
Reynolds 
 
The book Pioneer Life on the Bay of Quinte has a section on page 694-6 regarding Daniel Reynolds, a 
very early settler near Wellington, Hillier Township, Prince Edward County. It says he went back to Albany 
to bring back a young wife named Nancy Waite. My data already included a son, Benjamin Reynolds, but 
the other connections had to be built. In the process, a good deal more Reynolds information was added 
but another Reynolds family came to the surface in Hallowell Township, of which I already had a son, 
Joseph. In fact, there appear to be several brothers but no info re parents. They were born in New 
Brunswick and most of their later generations moved out of the area. Anyone who can help with this 
Reynolds group, please feel free. 
 
Jones 
 
We had a Jones section in here last time and there was some carry-over from that work in a slightly 
different area. There was a Jacob Jones in Cramahe and Brighton Townships and he had two wives, 
Sabrina Yager and Margaret Dingman. An email connection provided some information and motivation to 
fill out one of the younger sons of this latter couple, David Nelson Jones. In the process, the Jones info 



was improved in several areas. The conclusion seems to be that there were two different Robert Jones' in 
the Hillier area in early days. More work on this group is in order. 
 
Tyler 
 
An email came from a researcher connected to the Tyler family that lived near Orland in the late 1800's. 
The name of interest was Philander Tyler and there is considerable information about him. He married 
Melinda Chatterson, a daughter of David Chatterson and Elizabeth Windover. I have seen info on 8 kids. 
There are several points of interest here. First, there are other Tylers that are shown to have lived early on 
in Prince Edward County, as Philander did, and there is the name Russell Tyler suggested as an earlier 
generation but the parentage of the various Tylers is not certain, as far as info I have seen so far. Second, 
we have a good connection with the significant Chatterson family that is well known around Hilton and 
which came early in the 1800's from Richmond Township, Lennox & Addington County. Always good to 
add better info for that name. Third, as I did the Tyler family, it became clear that they had close ties to the 
Windover and Whitney families up around Codrington and, in fact, several connected families of these 
names left and went to live in Central Lake, Antrim County, Michigan. It's another example of how, 
through the 1800's, people migrated in bunches from one community to another, keeping contact with 
their old home - or sometimes not. This was a good bit of work that brought a lot of info online for families 
maybe less known but certainly present in the Hilton, Orland and Codrington areas. Anybody who can add 
to the mix, feel free. 
 
What's New - December 30, 2010 
 
Dan Has "Finished" Moving!! 
 
On August 28 I moved into my new "free-hold" town home on Chapel Street in Brighton. The changes 
have been dramatic but the result is perfect! I love being here and the facilities are ideal. The basement is 
fully finished with large tables containing computers and books. The place is wired up and down for both 
data and music. The downside of this is that it is so easy to put my head down and work all day - too easy; 
a little moderation is on order. It is comfortable and quiet and provides me with everything I need. I'm a 
happy camper! 
 
On the work side, I am utilizing internet tools to do remote support of the computers at the law firm. This 
works very well but I still need to take the occasional trip to the office in Toronto. On the hobby side, I 
have gotten back to doing genealogy work - which is like therapy after all the upheaval and change of the 
last months. There is also a lot to do regarding local history. Should be fun. 
 
Goodfellow 
 
In recent weeks, the unsolved mystery regarding Goodfellow family connections led to some work on an 
unconnected group of Goodfellows. My Goodfellows are descended from Charles Goodfellow (1798-
1861) who came from Antrim County, Ireland. That is to say, family history suggests he came from 
Ballymena, Antrim County around 1841 and settled in Murray Township, Northumberland County. It has 
been repeated down the years that this Goodfellow family is somehow connected to the Robert 
Goodfellow (1815-1888) who came from Fermanaugh County, Ireland and settled in Tyendinaga 
Township, Hastings County in the early 1840's. His siblings are variously shown to be born in Armagh and 
Monaghan and Fermanaugh Counties, Ireland. 
 
Another part of the story is that there was a connected Goodfellow family that settled in Quebec. I have 
seen these folks online but have not, up to now, found any way to connect them to my database. One firm 
rule I have regarding the management of www.treesbydan.com <http://www.treesbydan.com> is that there 
will be no “floaters”. I need to have connections to add families to the site. As luck would have it, I 
stumbled across a link while doing research on the Jones family of Hillier Township, Prince Edward 
County (see below).  A tree in www.rootsweb.com <http://www.rootsweb.com> contained a marriage in 
Montreal in 1909 between Carline Elizabeth “Carrie” Jones of Hillier and George Clark Goodfellow of 
Chateauguay, Quebec. 
 



This link allowed me to add the Goodfellow family that settled in the Chateauguay and Huntingdon areas 
of Quebec - the south western tip of the province, south of the St. Lawrence River. This group is shown to 
be from Armagh County, Ireland. What's also interesting is that two of the sons of the immigrant family 
settled not in Quebec but in Hinchinbrooke Township, Frontenac County, Ontario, which is in the Kingston 
area. In fact, one of them lived in Belleville. 
 
At this point it is sheer speculation that any of the three different Goodfellow groups are related to each 
other but it is certainly possible. At least now there is more information on www.treesbydan.com 
<http://www.treesbydan.com> that might help lead to a real connection at some point. If anyone has any 
information or ideas about this, please let me know. 
 
Jones 
 
An email contact asked about a certain Jones family in Hillier Township, Prince Edward County. On 
reviewing this name in my database, I saw that I had several early families in that area. One family is that 
of Col. Samuel Jones whose kids married Simpson, Flagler and Foster. Another family is that of James B. 
Jones. This one is fairly well developed with connections to Herrington, White, Peister, Stapleton, Arthur 
and Elsworth. 
 
There is lots of work to do documenting these various families but I'm afraid I got side-tracked when I 
found a connection between this family and a Goodfellow family in Quebec. As shown above, there is an 
on-going mystery about possible connections between different Goodfellow families that came to Canada 
in the early 1840's. This one connection allowed me to add an entire new group of Goodfellows. That was 
handy. 
 
Demill 
 
Another family in Prince Edward County I worked on recently is Demill/Demille. A note from another 
researcher brought it to my attention that there were a number of folks in my data by this name and the 
trees needed attention. I'm not sure there is anything to report here other than I am more familiar with this 
name now and will look out for it in the future. Also, the question of which spelling should be used seems 
to be uncertain. Any advice on that would be welcome. 
 
Hicks 
 
An email question about a Hicks family caused me to look more closely at what I had for that name. 
Obviously, this is a large and early family group and there are connections to many names of interest to 
me including Chatten, Masters, Ireland and Jamieson. At least there are more details in my data now. Any 
additional info would be welcome. 
 
Palmateer 
 
A researcher asked why I placed Francis Leroy Palmateer (1782-c.1833) as a son of Peter Parmentier 
and Ann Garret. My response was long winded and amounts to the reality that I have no document that 
says so, per se, but that many records around these families suggest it may very likely be the case. Until I 
have more definitive information from another source, the connections that are feasible and supported by 
indirect and circumstantial information is the best we have. Anyone who has an idea, please feel free to 
pass it on. 
 
What's New - August 20, 2010 
 
Brighton Township History Book 
 
Florence Chatten's history book called "Brighton Township" is available for $29.95. Florence will be happy 
to sell you one at her home in Hilton. We will be selling this book and a few others at Applefest in 
September as well. For those farther afield, the publisher, Essence Publishing of Belleville, provides an 
online store where you can order the book, pay with a credit card and have it sent to your home, Canada 



or US. Several people have tried this with good results. Try the Essence website: 
http://essencebookstore.com/. 
 
Dan Has Moved!! 
 
Finally! I got out of the big city!! In June I moved out of Toronto and have been living with my sister and 
brother-in-law in their new house south of Brighton. Next week, I will move into my new town home in 
lovely downtown Brighton. No, I have not retired. We have made an arrangement with an IT Consulting 
company in Toronto to help me support the law firm I have worked with for ten years. These days I spend 
lots of time on the internet using remote access tools to manage the computers at my client's office - 
works amazingly well. 
 
The result of this, besides Dan being a happier and healthier fellow, is that I am now living in the area 
where my genealogy and local history interests reside. No more driving back to the city - that is sooooo 
nice! Now I can attend local events and get more engaged with like-minded folks in the community. It's 
already happening. 
 
History Weekend at Presqu'Ile Park 
 
In the last "What's New" several names were mentioned that represent the earliest settlers at Presqu"ile 
and Gosport. In July Presqu’ile Park had a "History Weekend" and the folks there were kind enough to 
allow me to set up my board at the Interpretation Centre at the Lighthouse on both Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons. Lots of people came by and were interested to learn about the first ship's captains, boat 
builders and lighthouse keepers in this area. A fun and productive time was had by all concerned. 
 
Dainard 
 
An email arrived from someone of this name and it kicked off a bout of research that has seen good 
results. I had very few individuals in my data by this name and now I have lots - and more to come. Feel 
free to contribute. 
 
Shewman 
 
During my research on Gosport area families the name Shewman kept popping up so I looked into it. 
Baltis Shewman was born in Fredericksburgh in 1811 and came to Gosport around 1856. His son Peter 
started a boat building business and his three sons, George, Harry and Joseph developed it into a major 
business that built quality boats at Gosport as late as the 1960's. 
 
Markle 
 
The name "Markle" has been added to my data due to email contact from another researcher asking 
about a certain memorial in Cramahe Township. That led to some searching and scratching of head until it 
became clear that there were several people in my data who belonged to the Markle tree but had been 
entered with various other spellings such as Maracle or Mericle. Many registrations and census records 
persist in showing us these spellings but collection of more records for individuals suggests the right name 
is Markle. It is a large tree. Coming from Dutchess County, NY, many of them settled in the Niagara area 
but a few come to Richmond Township, Lennox and Addington County and some descendants ended up 
in Cramahe. More details are welcome. 
 
Early Brighton Land Owners 
 
Information has been added about two men who were the first settlers on some of the land that would 
become the town of Brighton - James Richardson and James Lyons. James Richardson settled on the 
east half of Lot 1, Concession 1 of Cramahe Township in 1809 and he died in 1832, a year after the 
village of Brighton was created. His land was south of Main Street, Brighton (also No. 2 Highway, in his 
day The Danforth Road) and west of Prince Edward Street. Richardson Street is the street just north of 
the railway tracks. James Lyons settled on the western half of Lot 1, Concession 1 in 1817. He would 



eventually be a Member of Parliament and moved to the US around 1831. Both men sold parts of their 
property to others who were more inclined to be merchants and tradesmen than farmers. 
 
Wait/Waite 
 
The name Wait or Waite is very common in Northumberland County, especially in Cramahe and 
Haldimand Townships. Prodded by some good help from other researchers, a session on these names 
was in order. There were numerous and sizable very early settler families by these names and it appears 
as if the two spellings were used interchangeably, although preferred by certain branches. There are 
some guesses in the early generations, in particular with those who settled around Grafton, but it's a start. 
Please feel free to pass on any corrections or additions. 
 
What's New - March 24, 2010 
 
Brighton Township History Book 
 
Florence Chatten's history book called "Brighton Township" is available for $29.95. Florence will be happy 
to sell you one at her home in Hilton. We will be selling this book and a few others at Applefest in 
September as well. For those farther afield, the publisher, Essence Publishing of Belleville, provides an 
online store where you can order the book, pay with a credit card and have it sent to your home, Canada 
or US. Several people have tried this with good results. Try the Essence website: 
http://essencebookstore.com/. 
 
Genealogy Work Done on Various Names Since Last Publishing 
 
Gibson 
 
An email contact motivated me to look at the Gibson family of Stoney Point and then I reviewed the info 
for this family in the two Brighton Township history books - to great effect. A number of connections were 
made clear, including Wellington, Simpson, Losie, Vansicklen, Nix and Clapp - a who's who of early 
Brighton area settlers.  Of particular interest for me was the fact that the first Gibson settler, George 
Gibson, was a "Mariner" who lived at Presqu'ile Point. As you can see below, this led to collection of much 
more info about the earliest settlers on Presqu'ile Point and their subsequent descendants. This was great 
fun! 
 
George 
 
Very soon after starting research on the Gibson family of Stoney Point, the surname of George came up 
due to the marriage of Deborah Gibson and Edward Michael George whose father was Josiah George, 
another of the lake boat captains that lived at Presqu'ile Point in the early decades of the 1800's. While 
not large, connections to other local families like Flindall, Bettes, Germain and Turney make it useful to 
have the information in my data. 
 
Wellington 
 
Another lake boat captain of Presqu'ile Point was Josiah Dix Wellington who married Elizabeth Gibson; 
her first husband was Captain Charles Selleck, another well known mariner of Presqu'ile Point at the 
same time. It was a bit of a struggle putting this small Wellington family together but eventually I could see 
that there were three sons, the best known being Isaac Maitland Wellington who was a baker in Brighton 
Village from the 1860's through to his death in 1897. He was active in the town and even wrote some 
history which is frequently quoted in the current history books. 
 
Crandell 
 
Over the last few years much information has been entered into TreesbyDan for the many Crandell 
families around the East Northumberland County area. Early this year an email contact asked a question 
and provided some new information about a particular branch of this family and, as usual, I got curious. 



The tree I worked on the most started with Benjamin Crandell and Phebe Palmer. These people evolved 
from New York State to Hillier Township to Murray Township and then to Reach Township in Ontario 
County. Information was also much improved for the tree of Palmer Crandell and Deborah Palmer of 
Cramahe Township; these two Palmer ladies were sisters, it seems. There is a lot more to be done here. 
Feel free to add what you can. 
 
Acker 
 
Work on the Acker family of Sidney Township was kicked off by an email regarding a link with the 
Weavers of Trenton. Since this is close to my own Ames family, I was very interested. However, there 
were lots of other connections in the area including Reddick, Embey, Bentsly, Crouter, Rose, Airhart, 
Tompkins and Hickey. 
 
Clysdale 
 
An interested researcher asked me about the Clysdale family that lived in Dummer Township, 
Peterborough County and then moved to Moore Township, Lambton County. The info for this group was 
added and demonstrated numerous connections to other families in the area of Dummer and Asphodel. 
 
Bilyou 
 
Discussions with an interesting couple at Brighton motivated some work on the Bilyou name.  I could see 
that lots needed to be collected; some was done but it's nowhere near complete. Early connections with 
Bettes, Smith, Franklin, DeMille and others makes this in interesting family. If anyone has info to add, 
please pass it on. 
 
Tackaberry 
 
Work is being done on this name so what is currently in TreesbyDan is nowhere near complete. An email 
contact provided some links with early generations in Eastern Ontario and hopefully we can build and 
clarify this tree. There were Tackaberry's west of Orland in Brighton Township, living in the early decades 
right on The Old Percy Road. Anyone who has any details to add for this name, please feel free to help. 
 
McMasters 
 
For some time I have wanted to improve the information for the McMasters of Brighton and Murray 
Townships. I recall a delightful discussion I had with Basil McMaster in his hops kiln during Applefest 
several years ago. Recently, work on another family bumped me up against McMasters information and I 
took some time to deal with it. There are so many connections with area families that building this tree 
really helps clarify local history. More will be done for this name. 
 
What's New - December 22, 2009 
 
InBox Backlog!! 
 
Thanks so much to all those who have taken the time and effort to send me email. I really appreciate it 
because it helps make the data better. Even if the email just says "Thanks", it is appreciated. 
 
Unfortunately, however, the past year has resulted in a full-to-over-flowing Inbox. I've tried to whittle it 
down in recent weeks but it's just too deep at this point. Over the coming months I will try to respond but I 
can't promise, as much as I'd love to. 
 
In spite of this, please don't stop sending email. It really makes this whole thing work. I expect and 
anticipate those nice surprises. Keep them coming! 
 
P.S.: Oh, yes, don't hesitate to send another email if I don't answer the first. I won't be offended. You know 
what they say about the squeaky wheel. 



 
Brighton Township History Book 
 
Florence Chatten's history book called "Brighton Township" has been available since August around 
Brighton, being sold privately for $29.95. There has been lots of interest. Those at a distance who have 
indicated via email they want a copy are in our plans but there have been delays in arranging for delivery 
and postal costs. Have patience, we are hoping to get them out soon. 
 
Genealogy - Names Added Since Last Publishing 
 
Flindall 
 
A recent email contact motivated some work on a familiar name in the Brighton area - Flindall. There were 
lots of details in the data for this group but much has been added to make the whole tree much more 
complete. Anyone who can add to the details, especially for more recent generations is welcome to send 
whatever they wish. 
 
Babbitt or Babbit 
 
The same email contact that motivated the Flindall work generated some interest in the name Babbitt 
(spelled with one "t" sometimes). Local Codrington history includes a Babbitt family and I was glad to take 
the connections back to the earliest settlers in Prince Edward County. As always, please pass on more 
details if you have them. 
 
Rogers - Murray & Brighton Twp.'s 
 
An interesting discussion with someone at our booth on the street at Applefest kicked off some research 
on a Rogers family that lived just north of Spring Valley in the 1870's. I felt they might be connected to the 
large Rogers group from Prince Edward County and around Grafton but not so. This group settled early 
just west of the railway overpass on No. 2 Highway (they are rebuilding right now)  a bit west of Trenton. 
The U.E.L. settlers of this group were military but nothing I saw connected them to the Grafton group. If 
anyone can improve on this, please feel free. 
 
Colonel Richard Bullock 
 
Lots of other folks have been doing great work to build up the family tree of an important early Brighton 
and area settler - Colonel Richard Bullock. Recently a very productive email contact provided information 
that helped to identify and fill out info re one of his many daughters (still many not documented). Always 
happy to add to the details like that. Thanks very much. 
 
Ireland 
 
There has been lots of Ireland info in my data but someone closely connected to this group has provided 
good information regarding the earlier structure of the family. This links with the note above re Bullock, 
since that is one of the connections I found very interesting. Check it out and see if you can add anything. 
 
Smith's of Smithfield 
 
Another connection to Colonel Richard Bullock is to John Drummond Smith, of Smithfield, through 
daughter Jane Bullock. This is a case where early generations went to the US before much was recorded 
about them so it is hard to track down the details unless someone from the US family steps in. Thanks so 
much for the info, it helps our local info a lot. 
 
McComb 
 
There was a McComb family near Morganston when I was growing up at Codrington and I found later that 
there are connections with my families in a couple of ways. Recently I tripped over the earlier McComb 



family in Rawdon Twp. and built up some of the info to give it better context. This tree is nowhere near 
complete but it is better represented now. I felt it was useful to mention because of all the local 
connections with names like Buchanan, Ross, Valleau, Plumton and others. Feel free to add to the info. 
 
Archer, Hoskin, Taylor - Haldimand Twp. 
 
An email connection pointed me toward the sketchy info I had for these names in the Grafton area. Once I 
started following the info, I saw that there were lots of good connections to other names like Morgan, 
Fraleigh, McKague and Taylor. 
 
Dunn 
 
Over the last years I have occasionally seen the name John Dunn on the County Atlas map located just 
south east of Codrington near the Old Wooler Road, but I could not recall dealing with that name in my 
research. Out of curiosity, I got looking one day and found the typical kind of interesting family 
connections one might expect in the area. It's not a large family but there are links to names in the area 
like Brundage, Gainforth, Scott, Richards, Wright and Houlihan. Never know what you might find until you 
look! 
 
What's New - September 8, 2009 
 
New Book - "Brighton Township" 
 
Florence Chatten's new history book called "Brighton Township" is now published and available for sale. 
Florence is selling it privately out of her home for $29.95 and welcomes anyone to call her and come pick 
it up. Demand is strong. We will arrange for copies to be delivered to those farther afield. An email to me 
will get the ball rolling if you want a copy. 
 
On Wednesday afternoon, August 26, 2009, Florence hosted an Open House to welcome those who had 
participated in the production of the book and to sell some copies at the same time. Everyone was very 
excited to see the book "in the flesh" since we had been talking about it so much over the last couple of 
years. 
 
Florence deserves all the praise we can muster for her accomplishment. The book looks great and we are 
delighted to see the many articles and pictures regarding people and events in Brighton Township. It is an 
effective addition to the growing material that can be used by history buffs, family tree researchers and 
anyone who is interested. Good for you, Florence! 
 
As for my contribution to the book, I am delighted to say that there is an extensive section on Codrington 
in the book. My genealogy research has produced a lot of information about the immediate Codrington 
area and I decided to do a thorough description of the village, right down to each Village Lot and their 
owners from the 1850's through to the 1980's or so. 
 
The most interesting thing that came out of it is that almost every person who ever owned a lot in 
Codrington, at least up into the mid-1900's, can be found in www.treesbydan.com with some connection 
to other families in the area. Some folks are from quite a way outside the immediate area but in most 
cases I have something for them. I thought this was pretty cool as I was slogging through the details. 
 
Genealogy - Names Added Since Last Publishing 
 
Goodfellow 
 
What could be new about the Goodfellow family? Haven't we done that family long ago? Well, the new 
Goodfellow's are not directly connected to the Goodfellows of Mount Olivet - Charles Goodfellow's 
descendants. Actually, they are not connected at all - yet. But stay tuned for that! 
 



Since I began my genealogy work, I have often heard my dad (Rev. Charles Buchanan of Belleville) tell of 
meeting people by the name of Goodfellow in or around Belleville during his work as a United Church 
Minister. He served churches in Plainfield and Roslin until he retired and remains in demand for weddings 
and funerals around the area. The idea he took from these chance meetings was that the Belleville 
Goodfellows knew of "Charlie's" bunch in Brighton Township but had no knowledge of how they were 
connected. It remained a mystery. 
 
For several years I have been attempting to add this Goodfellow family to my database but had no 
success. I have a strict rule about only adding people to my database who can be connected through 
family links. Then, this spring, out of the blue, a round-about connection was made through my work on 
the Vardy family of North Hastings County. A Vardy daughter married a King and a son of theirs married a 
Goodfellow daughter. Finally, I had a link! 
 
With this link I built up the tree of the Goodfellow family that had settled in north Tyendinaga Township in 
the 1830's. I was able to assemble lots of details and I even went to Belleville Public Library to collect 
items from the newspaper. It came together nicely. 
 
However, at some point I realize there was information available about several other Goodfellow families 
that were there in Tyendinaga well into the 1870's along with Robert Goodfellow who was the patron of 
the group that stayed in the area. Various other researchers had more information on Joseph and John 
who appear to be brothers of Robert and who moved to Grey County, settling near the town of Dundalk. I 
assembled all I could find and even took a pleasant trip up to Owen Sound where I collected newspaper 
items and took pictures of memorials. Wheeeew. I feel better now! 
 
Of course, this work does not provide us with any link between the Charles Goodfellow bunch I am related 
to and the Robert, Joseph and John group of Tyendinaga and Grey Counties. In fact, the earliest 
information I could dig up showed that they actually came from different places. We know Charles was 
from Antrim County and the others are from Armagh. Hmmmmm. More work to do here. 
 
Plumpton (or Plumton) 
 
There were Plumtons in the immediate Codrington area and I went to school with several of them. A 
number of families were shown in my data but an email contact from someone directly descended from 
another branch of the family caused me to do some work on the name. There was lots of info out there on 
them and it was not too difficult to pull it all together in one place. It was a good sized family and 
represents some early immigrants who settled just north of Codrington, on the northern border of Brighton 
Township. Anyone with more to add, please feel free to pass it along. 
 
One problem with researching this name is the two distinctly different spellings. As shown above, it can be 
found with or without the "p" in the middle. In the cemeteries around Codrington it is shown without the "p" 
most of the time so I took that as the base. However, as I collected more info for the broader family, it 
became clear that most of them used the "p" and the small group around Codrington that dropped the "p" 
was rather an exception. I have changed the spelling of the name in my data to reflect this, of course 
showing where it is different. If anyone has any insight into the name spelling issue, I'd be delighted to 
hear it. 
 
Osterhout 
 
Several email connections brought this name to the surface. It was a name I knew well - there was lots of 
info for them in my data already. Also, I have a lot of pictures of Osterhout memorials from Stockdale 
Cemetery which I hope to get connected to the right records at some point. This was a large, early U.E.L. 
group who are spread all over the area of Northumberland, Prince Edward, Hastings and Lennox & 
Addington Counties. My work on this name is nowhere near complete but this publishing shows much 
more than before. I'd be glad to receive info re this name. 
 
Aaron W. Baker 
 



The 1878 County Atlas Map for Brighton township shows one A. W. Baker on Concession 4, Lot 24, 
Brighton Township. I was asked a particular question about this name and I shared the curiosity of the 
person asking so I looked into it. The A. W. Baker name is actual Aaron W. Baker and he was as a son of 
Joseph Baker of Hallowell Township. He came to this land in Brighton Township in the 1850's and was 
well known in the area for some time. His children are connected to other familiar local names  - 
McMaster, Sharpe and McColl. 
 
Spencer 
 
The Baker work (see above) demonstrated that I needed to clarify the Spencer tree in this area. Two of 
Joseph Baker's sisters married Spencers - Josiah and Caleb, sons of Corey Spencer and Matilda Bull. 
More work must be done here; there is lots of info re this large U.E.L. group so we will keep at it. 
 
Vardy or Varty 
 
The name Vardy (sometimes spelled Varty) was present in my data due to early work with Christopher 
Vardy of Murray Township but I kept running into the name over the last few years. At one point this 
spring I decided to follow my nose when research led in that direction. I took several days to work with this 
name. Lots of info is available so it went well. Of course, the highlight was when I came across the 
connection to the Robert Goodfellow family of Tyendinaga Twp. - what luck! Anyone who has more or 
better info re the Vardy/Varty bunch, please feel free to pass it along. 
 
What's New - May 28, 2009 
 
Health Update 
 
At the end of December 2008 this page included information about my prostate surgery and recovery. 
Thanks for the good wishes! Suffice it to say, I'm totally recovered and going at things just like before. It 
wasn't fun, but at this point it seems like just a little speed bump. Oh, yes, special thanks to my sister and 
brother-in-law for service that only family can provide. 
 
Info Added Recently 
 
Dingman: Bowmanville - one more possible connection 
 
An email query suggest that one Lorinda Dingman, who had married Clinton Gifford, might be connected 
to the Dingman family tree in the Bowmanville area. Further investigation confirmed that this family lived 
most of their lives in Oshawa but the two were married in Bowmanville. While there was no Lorinda 
Dingman in my data, even after all that massive research several years ago, the 1848 Census records 
show that Jared and Roxy Dingman of Bowmanville had two unnamed daughters who were born in the 
time frame 1835 to 1840. One might think that these female children should show up in the 1851 Census 
but unfortunately the 1851 Census for Darlington Township is not complete - there are none of this family 
in what has survived. Later records for Lorinda (Dingman) Gifford and her children do not confirm her 
parentage but I felt this connection was probable enough that I would build it into my database. Someone 
might also notice that I have changed the father's name from Jacob to Jared. This was done because the 
same email contact brought to my attention that various records show his name as Garrold or Jared or 
Jarid or Jerrid. After reviewing the info I saw that the name Jacob had been provided in other research but 
was not present in any contemporary documents that we had seen. So Jared Dingman it is. And he has a 
daughter named Lorinda now. Let me know what you think of this. 
 
Rannie - Campbellford Area 
 
An email contact provided family tree info for the Rannie family in the Campbellford area. This was not so 
much on a large scale but included some important connections with other families in the area such as 
Merrick and Donald. It also highlighted the Ferris family of Campbellford since some of the land of Ferris 
Park on the southeast side of Campbellford had been the homestead of the Rannies. 
 



Thayer 
 
While doing other work around the Brighton village area, I realized there were several Thayer people not 
well documented yet. On further investigation, it was clear that this family is well documented online and I 
needed to build out my database accordingly. Early Thayer settlers in Brighton were Nathaniel Thayer 
(1791-1878) and his brother Isaiah Thayer (1798-1876) were well known residents of the town when it 
was first formed in 1831 and afterward. 
 
Russ 
 
The Russ family of Haldimand Township was present in my data but a query from an interested party 
kicked off some further research on this name. As a result, the info for Russ is more complete. Anything 
you can add, feel free to send along. 
 
Johnson 
 
I knew there were Johnson families in Cramahe and Percy in early times because I had seen stones at 
Red Cloud Cemetery, north of Castleton and the list of names in the data was getting longer, many 
unconnected. An email contact asked about one Daniel Johnson and his wife Deborah Simpson, a 
daughter of Obediah Simpson. We filled out that family a good deal and then started to wonder about 
Daniel's connections. Once I got going on this, many Johnson families came out of the woodwork. I don't 
think we have solve the problem of Daniel Johnson's parentage, but it was useful in any case. Most 
importantly for local early families, there was a William Johnson in Cramahe in the first decade of the 
1800's and he appears to be the father of Isaac and Jacob who were the best know members of the group 
buried in Red Cloud. It appears that these people came from Hope Township. There are also several 
other Johnson's around the area not fully documented yet. Please add info if you can. 
 
Cowan & Buchanan 
 
This gets close to home for me. A few years ago we added a William Buchanan family around Carrying 
Place in the 1850's and 1860's who we believe to be a brother of my early settler Robert Buchanan. 
However, we could not come up with any real links between the two families, other than proximity and 
common names. Recently, while poking around re Johnson in the Brighton area, I refreshed the info for 
the McCready family - James Buchanan married Martha McCready and they lived in Brighton. Lo and 
behold, I found that a certain Thomas Cowan was a witness at three marriages in the early 1870's, some 
with the William Buchanan group and some with the Robert Buchanan group. Since William Buchanan's 
wife was Mary Cowan, we can expect that this Thomas Cowan is her brother. This, to me, suggests 
definite family ties. I also looked further at Thomas Cowan and found that he and his family (with elderly 
parents) moved to Manitoba in the late 1870's (veeerry early), including several Buchanan young people. 
The search continues! 
 
McNalley (or McNally) 
 
The name Bartholemew McNalley had been in my data for some time and I knew some of this family lived 
at or near Codrington, and down close to Orland, from fairly early times. Due to an email contact, I looked 
more closely at this name in the area and found lots more info both in ancestry.com and in other 
researcher's work in Rootsweb. There were several good connections with other local families and better 
info re one very early connection with a Turk who lived initially north of Codrington but then went to the 
northern part of Hastings County. Another brick in the wall. 
 
Jones 
 
Jones is a common name in the area and there were lots of people with that surname in my data due to 
links with other families. However, I have never focused on it for research. Recently, a combination of the 
Johnson and Russ and McNalley work brought this name to the surface several times so I took some time 
with it. The results are meagre, at this point at least, so there is lots more to do, but its a start. I want to 



clear up the early connections for this name in Haldimand, Cramahe and Percy - and later in Brighton 
Township. Anyone who can help, please feel free. 
 
Dingman and McNutt early connections 
 
A small but important change is present in the data now regarding the names of James McNutt, father and 
son, both married to ladies named Sarah Eva Dingman. This is early times so information is sparse but 
here's where I rely on folks who are focused more on one or the other of the families to come up with 
corrections. That's what happened here and the families are better represented in the data as a result. 
This is how it's supposed to work. Thanks! 
 
What's New - December 21, 2008 
 
Unexpected Holiday 
 
In November and December of this year I experienced some health issues that relegated genealogy to the 
back burner. On November 25 I underwent surgery to remove my prostate. It was totally successful and I 
have a clean bill of health as a result; no worries! Over the last couple of weeks I have been recovering at 
home and that has gone amazingly well with improvements every day and no problems to speak of. I 
won't be back to work full time until after the New Year but I am taking advantage of my returning energy 
levels and lots of time to clean up my InBox and publish according to my earlier plans. 
 
Info Added Recently 
 
Humphries 
 
We don't have to do much research work in Percy Township and area before we come across the name 
Humphries. A group of Humphries were instrumental in the development of Warkworth and area. I'm not 
sure why, exactly, but at some point I was reminded that there were several Humphries "floating" in my 
database, so I resolved to deal with that. The extent of the family trees that resulted was very interesting 
and the work helped to improve much info for the area. Anyone who is knowledgeable of this name in this 
area is welcome to send info. 
 
Ewing 
 
From a young age I knew of Ewing's in the Warkworth area, since Dad would often mention the name 
when we were driving between Warkworth and Hastings, going past the Ewing homestead. Harry Ewing 
was a great friend of my Dad's and I knew of him as Principal of ENSS when I went there in the 1960's. 
Once I got looking into the name, I found that there was a larger group than I had expected, with early 
generations in Haldimand and part of them moving west but a family in Cobourg as well. The work is not 
done, of course, but I was glad to have this family represented more accurately in my data. Anyone who 
can assist with this, please feel free. 
 
Ingram 
 
During research on the History of Codrington it was evident that there were Ingram's in the immediate 
Codrington area in the 1900's. A very helpful email contact sent me much info re the family tree of this 
group and that info is now in my data. Much of it includes more recent generations which are not 
published but the earlier generations which were located in Seymour Township are much better 
developed now. Thanks so much for the input. 
 
Jones/Shortt of Cobourg/Brighton 
 
Another email contact provided details re the Jones family of Cobourg and the connected Short family of 
Brighton. Charles Short (1793-1849) was Collector of Customs at Presqu’ile for many years and his 
daughter, Mary Louisa Short, married George Elias Jones from Cobourg. Thanks for that info and anyone 
else who can add to it, feel free. 



Wilson in Percy Twp. 
 
Lots of research for families in the Percy area had left numerous unconnected Wilson names. Further 
work on this name resulted in a clearer view of the family of Samuel and Jessie Wilson and the 
subsequent connections between their kids and other families in the area including Skinkle, White and 
Patterson. This is a work-in-progress, obviously, but it's a start. Anyone who can help with this, please 
chip in. 
 
What's New - September 2, 2008 
 
The last few months have included some holidays that had nothing at all to do with genealogy and history 
- and that was good. Before that I worked hard to finish a history of Codrington, handed over to the folks 
who are planning to publish a large collection of local history. 
 
Some genealogy was done over this time and it was mostly based on two books that I reviewed in detail. 
One was "History of the Settlement of Upper Canada (Ontario) With Special Reference to the Bay of 
Quinte" by William Canniff. This classic was purchased online from Global Genealogy as soon as I saw 
that it was available; it had been a useful source at the major libraries but I was hoping I could have a 
copy at home. It will take a year to process the details in this book with a view to enhancing the 
information for many people already in my data. 
 
The other book is smaller but turned out to be very useful. The title is "Inheritance: Ontario's Century 
Farms; Past and Present"  by John and Monica Ladell. This book was in my collection several years ago 
and I lent it out, only obtaining it back this summer by chance. After all the work of the last years, 
rereading this book highlighted much useful information. It contains a good section on the Moreland family 
of Frontenac and Prince Edward Counties. There is especially good information for the early couple 
James and Jane Moreland. There is also a section on Glengarry County which touches on the many 
Chisholm families of that area - who must be related in some way to the Chisholm's who ended up in 
Thurlow and Sidney Townships and are well representing in my data. Another very interesting section 
deals with early settlers in Asphodel and Otonabee Townships of Peterborough County. It includes good 
information regarding Richard Birdsall, surveyor of Asphodel and area and husband of a Burnham from 
Cobourg. His descendants include a connection to the Elmhirst family of Otonabee - a connection to my 
Buchanan's in Asphodel. 
 
Palmateer 
 
A nice bit of work was done on the Palmateer name, mostly focusing around Cramahe and Percy 
Townships. This name is connected to many early settlers of the area including Dingman, Puffer, Hawley, 
Cole and many others. I processed the early Percy and Cramahe Townships census records for 
Palmateer and found much related info in other places. Much of the early connections are still rather 
uncertain but hopefully this is a good step. Anyone who can help - please pass on whatever would add to 
the info. 
 
What's New - May 14, 2008 
 
Web site design has not changed much this time except for a small difference in the "What's New" 
section. 
 
Tweedsmuir Histories of Codrington (THC): In the last week I finished processing the Tweedsmuir 
Histories - for the second time. Having gone through over 1,500 pages that I printed off microfilm, I went 
through them again to use items related to families and individuals that I worked on based on information I 
found the first time. I think it's fair to say I won't get too much more information from these pages as they 
are; I need to see the originals now. 
 
Names Worked On 
 



Plue: Several THC items provided the connection I needed to connect Adrian Plue of Orland to his sister 
Anna Plue who was the wife of John Edward Houlihan. With a bit of research, I was able to come across 
interesting info re earlier generations of this family. 
 
Nelson: During investigations re arranging access to the original books of the THC I was reminded of the 
Nelson's of the Holland School area. Some research helped filled out these families a bit. 
 
Latimer: The name of Latimer had often come up re Orland, especially when I found the picture albums in 
the Codrington Library showing many portrait-type snapshots of people and their cars taken in front of the 
Latimer store in Orland during the 1930's and 1940's. I figured out that these pictures were taken buy 
Hugh Latimer, son of William who had originally been storekeeper at that place. I was glad to find 
marriage connections that allowed me to add this family to my database. 
 
Goodrich/Williams/Tupper: Due to an email contact I added some info to the Williams family of Cramahe 
which includes a very interesting connection to a Tupper family in Haldimand which could, if I am 
ambitious someday, lead to a connection to Charles Tupper a Prime Minister of Canada. 
 
McMann/Harvey: Some earlier generations of the name McMann came to light as I was trying to see if I 
could add the Harvey family of Codrington. Connections are still a bit uncertain but it's a start. 
 
What's New - March 18, 2008 
 
Web Site Look and Feel 
 
The obvious thing that is new this time is the design of the web site. At the risk of getting fancy on you, I 
figured it was OK to utilize a very simple feature of Second Site Version 2 to provide consistent formatting 
of all pages, including those extra things like The Old Percy Road. Hopefully it won't annoy the serious 
researcher and we can evolve a bit. 
 
In fact, the main reason I upgraded to Version 2 is because I purchased a new computer system in 
January which has Vista as the operating system. The Master Genealogist had to be upgraded to Version 
7 to fit the OS and therefore Second Site Version 2 was required to work with the new data format in TMG 
7. Isn't it fun? 
 
Second Site is the program that takes data out of my genealogy database and creates web pages I can 
dump on www.treesbydan.com. Until now I have jiggered some web pages using my own amateurish 
attempts at html coding, simply to make a home page from which we can go to Genealogy and History. I 
want to evolve those two areas separately. Right now there is much Genealogy and not much history - but 
that will change soon, I hope. With that in mind, I read the "What's New" for Version 2 of Second Site with 
much interest. It now has a structured environment which allows me to build a complete web site, 
including that main page at the top, without doing much html programming. Now if I can only learn what 
things to use and how to use them, I'd have a beautiful web site. Don't worry, there will be no singing and 
dancing on my site - just information. 
 
Some of My Main Research of Late 
 
I thought it would be useful to provide a brief list of the main family names I have been working on leading 
up to this publishing. There won't be much detail, just a suggestion of areas that might show new info. 
Hope this is useful. 
 
Woof: Closest to home, I did major work on the Woof's of Mount Olivet. This came from a family history 
document I found in The Tweedsmuir Histories and resulted in much more info for this group, especially in 
the earliest settler generation which was sort of thin before now. 
 
Loomis: Close to home again, the Loomis name is directly connected to the Woof's so the document 
mentioned above also included much information re the Loomis clan that settled west of Orland. 
 



Bettes: This is a Brighton early settler who turned out be connected in multiple ways to the Loomis family. 
There is also a connection to my Goodfellow bunch but the new info here was about the Bettes merchant 
families who settled in Brighton in the early 1800's and carried on much commerce and real estate activity 
for many decades, marrying in to many other families in the town and area. Many of the Bettes families 
went back the States over time - including the ones connected to my Goodfellows - so they are hard to 
trace. In any case, the Bettes name in my data is much improved. 
 
Newcomb: Due to email communications with Newcomb descendants as well as research for our history 
book, I looked more deeply into the involvement of the Newcomb people in Orland - originally named 
Newcomb's Mills since two Newcomb brothers built the mill there. As a result, the family tree is much 
more complete. Land records are included to solidify our knowledge of exactly who was where when. 
 
Peister: Again, The Tweedsmuir Histories of Codrington provided impetus for a major research session on 
the Peister name. In particular, the early connections with area families. Also, I was able to fill out the 
family of Harper Peister (he was the youngest son) who is a guy I knew growing up at Codrington. 
 
Vansicklin: There are various spellings for this name but connections with the Peisters are unmistakable. 
Family reunion reports from the newspaper in The Tweedsmuir Histories got me going on this one, and to 
good effect. Early connections in Lawson Settlement and around Smithfield and Brighton help fill out this 
and other connected families. 
 
Dorland: This is a huge family with obvious local content. We grew up going to school with Dorland's and 
our parents were involved in church and community activities with them. I had lots of Dorland names in 
my data but many were not connected so I went looking for other researcher's work and found lots. 
Adding census and registration info filled out the many far-flung trees to good effect. This will grow in the 
future, I expect. 
 
Pettit: Sometimes I get working on Prince Edward County families and just can't stop. The Pettit's are 
another important early settler on the Hillier, Hallowell areas and they are connected to many I have 
worked on before - Garratt, Ferguson, Simpson, Dorland and many more. Hopefully we can work out 
some uncertain areas in the early families of this group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


