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BRIGHTON AND VICINITY
CHAPTER 1
BEFORE 1800

Long lines of low hills fellow deggedly the meandering shore lines of the
waters of 'O-NO-TA-RI-O' the 'Handseme Lake'!, known to the Mississauga Indians
long before the great explerers visited Upper Canada in their relentless
search for new territory for the King of France. These hills form a picturesque
background for Brighton.

To Champlain, the great French explorer goes the honour of being the first
white person to visit this great body of inland water. In 1603 he saw the
Lake of the Enthouhonorons(Onitarié)for the first time. Much speculation has
arisen as to the part of lake Ontario he first visited. Having descended the
Trent River in June of 1615 he wintered there until the following spring.
While he was waiting for winter to break he visited several Mississauga tribes
along the north shore of lLake Ontario. His description of this part of his
trip, after descending the Trent, is contained in the papers of the Ontario
Historical Society:

"In September 1615, the explorer noted the agreeable scenery,

the fine land, the fishing and hunting, the beautiful lakes

and streams. He mentioned the abundance of- vines and walnut
trees and the taste of wild grapes which produced an astringency -
of the throat when eaten. Bears and stags were plentiful,
Champlain describes the Indian method of hunting them by forming
a cordon and driving them with great clamour to a projecting
point over the water where the warriors on the land shot

them easily or from their canoes stabbed them when they took

to the water -- Interested in the chase they made slow
headway to the Lake of the Entouhonorons, (Ontario)"

Champlain's route lay along the east shore of lake Simcoe to Talbot Creek
after which a portage of ten leagues led to Sturgeon Lake. Here the party
embarked and paddled down the Trent River through its chain of lakes and

streams to the Bay of Quinte, and were required to portage around five



rapids. This brought the first white explorer of this area back to the shores
of what he called the Fresh Water Sea.

From this time on the area which would later make up Brighton and
vicinity changed rapidly. The original description of this land included
the Indian village of Cochingomink, which became modern Port Hope and the
two villages of Ganaroske and Gonetoust. The former is at the Carrying
Place and the latter is an Indian village at the mouth of the Trent River.

The township of Tyendinaga near what is now Belleville must also be included. .

The Indians at the time of arrival of our earliest settlers were scattered
over Northumberland County, as far north as Rice lake and in an area extending
eastewards as far as Tyendinaga in the county of Hastings. They were members
of the Mississauga tribe who still exist on two reservations: one at Rice
Lake and one in Tyendinaga Township. In this vicinity is Mississauga Point
which was a rendezvous for many Sunday School pienics.

The map on page 3 shows the locatien of a number of Indian villages.

One was at the site of the Murry Canal or Carrying Place. According to
Champlain's map of 1612 it was ealled Gagonhongon. From 1668 to 1755 it was
called Kente and like all Indian villages it changed its location from time

to time..The villages of Ganaroske and Gonetoust existed in 1703 and evidently
remained to some extent until the time when John M. Iawson settled. He arrived
in 1799.

Presqu'Ile Point and Bald Head near Weller's Bay have long been historic
Indian burying places and probably battlegrounds. On Presqu'Ile Point a battle
ground existed just south of Salt Point Cave which in later years was known
as Clark's Green. Another spot west of the harbour is known to this day as
the Indian Burying Ground. In both localities skulls and bones have been unearthed.

At Bald Head many relics were found years ago and were collected and sorted

by a Mr, Chad of the Carrying Place.
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In 1668 this area was visited by two abbes. Fathers Trouve and Fenelon
arrived initially at the Indian village of Kente situated near Carrying
Place. They were well received by the Indians. One warrior brought half
a moose carcass. A second regaled them with squash fried in grease. A third
man presented them with his entire catch of pickerel. Salt was a rare
luxury in those days and one woman even sprinkled a little of the precious
article in the priest's sagamite or corn mush. The missionaries settled
down to the work of teaching and baptizing the children and stayed for ten
years. While Trouve and Fenelon remained at Kente the seminary of Montreal
sent a number of cattle, swine and fowls.. These were obviously transported
with great difficulty and it is believed that they were the first domestic
animals imported into Ontario. What little is kneown of the old Kente mission
is mostly contained in a letter from Trouvé te his Superior in 1672.

The priests at Kente did not want to advertise the work they were doing.
When Bishop Laval asked Fenelon for information he replied:'Monseigneur,
the greatest favour you can bestow upon us is to say nothing about us."

IaSalle, in 1675, visited the vicinity of Brighton aboard his three-decked
vessel which was the first of this type on Lake Ontario. The King of France
conferred on him the seigniory of all of lake Ontario and the surrounding
territory.

Two other priests, Fathers Hemnepin and LaMotte set out from Fort
Frontenac in 1678 in a small brigantine. In Guillet's EARLY LIFE IN
UPPER CANADA he said:

"Tn his account Hennepin describes the lake on which they
sailed and which had received the name of Lake Frontenac from
the illustrious Count de Frontenac, Governor General of
Canada. It was also called in the Iroquois language
(Skanadario) that is to say a'very pretty lake.!

Henepin described the lake:












Brant from New York to Western Canzda on a tour of
observation, Brant was a great favcurite of Ruttan, so much so that he
named his son Joseph Brant *uttan as a token of his
friendship. As a token of his esteem, FEran® in parting presented
him with a handsome brace of ristols which he valued highly.
At his death they came into Sheriff Ruttan's Possession."
'"eter Ryttan is interesting primarily for his sreat friendship
with Joseph Brant, whose Indian name was Thayendanega, and who
was Chief of the Mohawks., In 1783, Brant, with his Mohawks,
deciding he could not live in the United States, being genuine
United FEmnire loyalist, was afforded a shelter by the
Mississauga Indians who ceded them a positior of the Township
of Tyendinaga. Brant was a most remarkable man, who after fighting
for the British before coming to Tyendinayz, translated the
Gospel of St. Marks ard the Book of Common “rayer into the
Mohawk languagze,"
The first srist mill in central Canada was established at Cataranui
(Kineston) in 1782,
No reliable account of permanent settlement by white men before
1783 exists. After the American Civil ¥War a larse number of families
loyal to Great Britain came to Canada., They settled on the shores of the
Bay of “uinte, Weller's Bay, Presqu'lle Bay and in many other places
on lake Ontario westward to the town of Niagara., At this time four or five log
houses formed the basis of the known towns of later years, Such a settlement
was found at the mouth of the Don River (known by many at that time as
Muddy Creek). It was called Tittle York and in later years took on its
Indian name of Toronto. Prescu'lle, with parts of the neighbouring country
to the east, the west and the north soon became known to the white men.
Very soon thereafter the squatter's hut could be seen and the sound of
the woodsman's axe could be heard., This country was a wilderness; there were no
roads, no well beaten vaths from one settlcment or squatter's hut to
another., Only a small blaze on the trunks of the trees made by a
tomahawk or the woodsman's axe marked the trail. All the transhipment
of goods and nearly all the travel uv and dcwn the country was made by

water and mostly in flat bottom boats called bateaux,

In 1785, John Collins, deruty surveyor general of “uebec made an



trip in the area around Brighton looking for salt deposits. He started
from near the Carrying Place and going north followed the Trent River to
Rice Lake. Salt was necessary for the preservation of food and for the
prevention of scurvy. The Ontario Historical Society papers state:

t'Wednesday the 27th of July set out at 6 o'clock from

Captain Singletonts on the river Saganashkohan (Moira River)

and at 11 arrived at the mouth of the river Sagattawegewam(Trent).
Thursday the 28th July set out at 6 o'clock, at 10 arrived at the
hea# of the rapids, good water over these rapids for bateaux.
Friday the 29th July set out at 5 o'clock, at 8 breakfasted in a
small island at the head of the still water, found a family

of Mississauga Indians on the island who showed us the salt

they had made a day or so before from a very great salt

spring at the foot of a_high hill and observed that three

kettles of that water produced one kettle of salt and that
Indians in that part of the country all made their salt at that
spring. The salt appears to be good and well tasted.
Sagattawegewam signifies a river of strong waters which the
Indians never attempt at this season but make use of the portage whigh
brings them into Rice Lake, eleven miles and ten chains of a
carrying place from Lake Ontario.

(Signed) John Collins, D.S.Gl. Quebec, 5th May 1792

A number of men whose names recur also in different contexts were associated
with the search for salt. Governor Simcoe, John Collins, Captain John Singleton
Captain Myers, I.M. Wellington and John M. Lawson were all associated with
places such as Salt Point, Presqutlle, Salt Creek, Warkworth, Percy Township
and a Carrying Place located far north of the one now in existence.

The price of salt gives some indication of its importance among the
settlers.

v1Sydney, 20th November, 1792. Received salt from Mr. John
Ferguson, for which I am to pay $9.00tt (Signed) John German.

The survey for salt springs in 1785 was not very successful and :Governor
Simcoe realized that salt was very essential. To quote again from the
Ontario Historical Society Papers:

t1John Graves Simcoe kmnew that necessities of life would be
scarce and dear as long as they had to be whollyiimported.

Of such commodities salt was an outstanding example. When
Collins told him that there were springs of salt brine in

various parts of the country, the new Governor saw an opportunity
of rendering assistance to the struggling settlers.t!



- 10 -

Collins map in the search for salt
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'1The value of salt is immensely advanced by the necessity of

its unusual consumption for the preservation of animal life in

any country at such distance from the saline of the ocean as is the
case in Upper Canada, a circumstance which the inhabitants of

Maritime or insular countries can hardly conceive, but which has

been fully experienced by the colonists of the internal parts

of America, to the general disadvantage of thig distance must be

added the peculiar difficulties of carriage. The average price in

1788 of salt at Montreal was 2 shillings and 6 pence currency per
bushel, at Kingston fifteen, and at Detroit 40 shillings, so that

there is scarcely a part of the globe where the working of a salt
spring will be more beneficially felt by the inhabitants. The interest
and the encouragement it will give the new settlers by enabling

them to provide salted provisions for the use of His Majesty's troops,
the public utility it may produce by reducing the expense of the victualling
of the troops and the fair prospect of revenue at a future period are
additional considerations which have induced me to lose no

time in ascertaining the value of this discovery that I may be prepared
...to employ such part of the Queen's Rangers and Artificers on

their arrival as may be adequate to work this spring for the public
benefit - a Deputy Surveyor has been directed to make such observations
in that country as may enable a judgment to be formed.'!

On June 23rd Simcoe sent out a Mr. William Chewett as deputy surveyor to continue

the search for salt. The following quote is from the Ontario Historical Society

Papers:

'10n the 23rd June Chewett's party arrived at Captain Myers:!
home where a son of the Captain volunteered to act as guide
and engaged the services of an Indian who knew the salt springs
of the region.t!

Chewettts journal said:

*'Mr. Bleeker arrived and informed me he saw Mr. Jones, the
surveyor, who said he had a salt spring at the head of Rice
Lake. Next day our party paddled up the river, landed and
started overland for the salt spring. On the 29th, blazing the
trail with the guide 4 1/2 miles, we reached our goal. It

was a pool of sulphurous water 2 1/2 feet in diameter with no
run off. The water tasted like gunpowder...Next day we enlarged
the pool to 4 feet in diameter and 5 feet in depth, examined
and weighed the water and evaporated two kettles of it.

Digging did not increase the flow of the spring. To the east of
the spring was a rough hill with many blazed trees. Spatulas used
by the Indians in stirring or skimming the boiling brine lay about.
On the lst July the return journey was begun, some of our party
cutting across country and reaching the lake shore five miles

west of the head of the Bay of Quinte next day.'!

It should be noted that this region was not necessarily the same as that visited by

Collins.

record:

The Ontario Historical Society papers in trying to locate the area
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**Enquiry in the region of the Trent has failed to identify the
salt spring visited by Chewett, a stream known as Salt Creek, from
the presence of saline water in its course, rises in Percy Township,
crosses Brighton Township and discharges into the Trent...Tradition
has it that the Indian made salt along this stream in the early
years.t?
About 1900 a company was formed to exploit salt deposits in the neighbourhood
of Warkworth. Some drilling was done about four miles east of Warkworth
but nothing was accomplished. Exploration of this area which occurred
simultaneausly with the search for salt was aimed at eventual settlement.
The John Collins map of 1792 indicated the location of what he called
the Salt Spring. To clarify the map the location of Salt Creek and Salt
Point should 'have been given. The former is a creek just south of Warkworth
and the latter is part of what is now PresqutIle Point. Collins was commissioned
by Governor Simcoe to make this map in 1792. He mentioned &arrying place
three times .but: he uses the word tportage!' for the site now know as
Carrying Place. It “was only a short time after John Collins made his famous
trip over. Northumberland County that the Government made arrangements for the
disposition of lands which had undoubtedly belonged to the Indians.
By 1785 a grist mill had been placed in operation at Napanee. This mill
was closer to Brighton than any mills known previously.
Presqu'lle received the first white settlers. Soon after the American
War of Independence families true to Great Britain left for Canada. Some
of these people settled on Presqu'lle Bay.
The first surveys were laid out in large blocks as lots consisting of
200 acres. Each block was 20 chains or 1/U4 mile wide in the east-west
direction and 100 chains or 1% miles long in a north-south direction..
The first survey was made by Al Jones in 1792.
A number of these blocks touched what was later Main and Elizabeth
Streets. These lots may be listed as follows:
North of Main Street between Young and Platt Streets was Lot 1 Concession 2

North of Main Street between Platt and Princess Streets was Lot 2
Concession 2

North of Main Street between PrincegsStreet and Percy Road was Lot 3
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Concession 2.

South of Main Street, Prince Edward Street and Centre Street was
Iot 1 of Concession 1..

South of Main Street between Centre and Ontario Streets was Lot
2 of Concession 1

South of Elizabeth Street between Prince Edward Street and
Lamblin was Lot 35 of Concession B.

North of Elizabeth Street between Young and Pinnacle Streets was
Lot 35 of Concession A.

A number of lots side by side in an east-west direction formed a concession.
This was a band of land approximately 1% miles deep. Concession lines or
roads separated the concessions and ran east and west. Main Street is
a concession line separating concession 2 from concession 1.

These large blocks soon became broken up into smaller holdings. Very
often the description of the small holdings was never registered. Individual
surveys were made and as a result the land became divided into smaller sections
called village lots.

Penetrating the forest in 1785 came a certain Ruben Crandell of the Baptist
faith. He worked in the area from Kingston to Colborne in order to hold worship
wherever possible. -

Asa Weller, who was the first white man to take up land on the Carrying
Place settled on Lot 1 on the northwest side of the o0ld Indian Portage.

Wellers Bay is named after this pioneer. Robert Young also came to this
district in 1792 and settled on Iot 1 on the southeast side of the Indian
Portage.-

The towunships of Murray and Cramahe had their origin in the first surveys.
The boundary line between the old Cramahe Township and the old Murray Township
was Prince Edward Street running north and south past the Whites old mill
to the bay. This old boundary line had the township of Cramahe to the west
where the first settlers chose lots 1, 2, and 4, on the bay front. Iots 1 and

2 were owned by Edward Goodyear but not settled until 1802..
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Murray Township was named after General James Murray who in 1763 was a
captain, general and governor of Quebec. Cramahe Township was named after
Hector Theophilus Cramahe, a Swiss protestant who had been a member of
Governor Murray's council and also his secretary. General Murray described
him as a gentleman, an excellent scholar and master of the French language
and a valuable assistant to him.

In 1792 the Indian trail was rivaled by the base line between the townships
of Cramahe and Murray which was laid out in 1792 according to infprmation
from Mr. G.F. Fullerton the surveyor general of Ontario. It was Mr. Jones
who in 1792 determined the layout of the southern portion of Cramahe and
Murray. The survey created a jog in the concession lines between Main
and Elizabeth Streets.-In 1797 the town of Newcastle was surveyed by
Alex Atkins..

The original lots of Brighton laid out by Deputy Surveyor Jones and
Deputy Surveyor-General Holland were 20 chains or 1/4 of a mile wide in
an east west direction and 100 chains or a mile and a quarter long in a
north-south direction. Each lot contained approximately 200 acres. Concession
lines ran east and west and were separated by about 1% miles. These
concessions were numbered 1,2,3,4, etc. and increased as one proceeded northwards.
The word concession comes from the French and refers to their mode of
conferring land in the lower provinces.

A review of this subject was given by Mr. G.M. Matheson, registrar of
the Department of Indian Affairs:

"Brighton in Northumberland County, Ontario, comes within the area
ceded by the Mississauga Indians when a treaty was made with them

on the 23rd. of September 1787, by Sir John Johnson the Superintendent
General and Inspector General of Indian Affairs at that time.

This surrender of land was officially known as the Bay of Quinte
Purchase of 1787 but is often referred to by the Indians as the

Gun Shot Treats. It was made at the Carrying Place at the head

of the Bay of Quinte and was signed by three chiefs..The land was

paid for in goods delivered at the time and the deed was witnessed
by Mr. Collins, Mr. Knotte, also a surveyor in the employ of the

Government, and an Indian Interpreter at Kingston."
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The lands intended to be conveyed by this deed extended from the
Carrying Place at the head of the Bay of Quinte, along the shore of Lake
Ontario to the Etobicoke River west of Toronto. This land had a depth
of 10 to 12 miles from the Bay of Quinte to Rice ILake..It also extended
a "Common day's journey" west of lLake Ontario. Sir John Johnson left this
deed with Mr, Collins so that he would fill in the description of the land.
The exact boundary was not settled until August of 1788. Thus although the
deed was dated, signed and witnessed and the consideration paid to the
Indians in the form of goods the land description was lacking. On January
27, 1794 Lord Dorchester wrote to Colonel Simcoe that this omission
would "Set aside the whole transaction and throw us entirely on the good
faith of the Indians for just so much land as they are willing to allow."

On August 1, 1805 another deed was signed to "complete the purchase made
23rd September 1787". The land description in this deed covered only
the western portion of that land originally ceded. It included about 14 miles
along the shore of lLake Ontario lying east from the Etobicoke River and extending
about 28 miles back from the lake. Over a century later in 1923 a new treaty
embracing "a tract of land lying in the Counties of Northumberland, Durham,
Ontario . and York along the shore of Lake Ontario, continuing about 2500
square miles to cover the Gun Shot Treaty of 1787'"was signed and each
Mississauga Indian received $25.00 and the additional sum of $233,425
was placed to their credit in a trust account.'” This treaty was signed
by the Indian commissioners and chiefs at Rice lake on November 15th 1923.

In 1796 Obediah Simpson settled on Lot 4 of Concession 2. A cairn in memory
of this man now is located naar the junction of Presqu'lle Point and the
mainland. In this same year Josiah Proctor settled on Lot 2 of Concession 2

in a house on what are now known as ¥illage Lots 5 and 6 north of Main Street
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travelled on horseback wherever a bridle path had been made. The zealous
preacher would travel mile after mile through interminable forests. His
saddle bags contained oats in one section and a few articles of wearing
apparel with a religious book in the other part.
‘The messages of religion were brought to the setflers in camp meetings.
It is interesting to note that ¢amp meetings were started in America in
1801.. The men who were instrumental in this movement were two brothers
named McGee, one of whom was a Methodist and the other a Presbyterian.
They lived in Kentucky. The meetings were brought to Canada in 1805.
The camp meetings were largely of Methodist origin and Canniff in his writings
of the period said:
"Although the Imtheran, Presbyterian, and English Churchmen
had preceded the Methodists into Canada neither seemed to obtain
that hold upon the hearts of the plain early settlers that
the Methodists did, The people of every denomination as well as
those belonging to none, flocked to hear them, and many stayed
to become followers.!
William Losee was closely connected with Methodist class meetings.
Canniff wrote:
"William Losee was the first regular preacher of the Methodist
denomination in Canada. He first visited the country in 1790.
A fine pioneer Methodist he set eagerly to work to form class
meetings, which formed the cornmerstone of Wesleyan Methodism.

Little understood, often entirely misunderstood by others than
Methodists, they were generally regarded as the abode of 'cant"

no greater error could exist. Rightly conducted they were invaluable

as a means of training the religious soul and establishing it upon
the 'Rock of Ages.'!

Although the Methodists did not found the first church in the vicinity of
Brighton it appears that at an early date they established their activities
in the area. The Brighton circuit was started in 1790 when the Kingston
Mission was formed with Mr. Losee as its missionary. This included all the
area from Kingston to Toronto. In 1791 the name of this religious territory

was changed to the Bay of Quinte Conference.
The first parliament of Upper Canada with sixteen members met in 1790.
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One of these notables was Hazelton Spencer who lived to the east of Brighton
near the old stone school house. He was the father of Richard Spencer who
in 1860 became the editor of THE WEEKIY BRITISH FLAG and a relative of
another Hazelton Spencer, the editor in 1864 of THE BRIGHTON FLAG..
Hazelton Spencer voyaged to York where the first parliament met in a tent
and listened to Governor Simcoe speak from a camp stool. His address is
recorded thus:

"Gentlemen: I have summoned you together with the Authority of
an Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, passed last year, which
has established the British constitution and all the forms

which secure and maintain it in a distant country.

The wisdom and beneficence of our most Gracious Sovereign and

the British Parliament have been eminently proved not only in
imparting to us the same form of government, but also in securing
the benefit, by the many provisions that guard this memorable act.
So that’the blessing of your invaluable constitutions, thus
protected and amplified, we may hope will be extended to the
remotest posterity. The great and momentous trusts and duties
which have been committed to the representatives of this Province in
a degree infinitely beyond whatever, till this period, distinguished
any other colony, have originated from the British Nation upon

a just consideration of the energy and Hazard with which its _
inhabitants have so conspicuously supported and defended the

British constitution.

It is from the same patriotism, now called upon to exercise with

due deliberation and foresight the office of civil administration
that your fellow subjects of the British Hmpire expect the foundation
of that main of industry and wealth of commerce and power, which

may last through all succeeding years.

The natural advantages of the Province of Upper Canada ®re inferior
to none on this side of the Atlantic; there can be no separate
interest through its whole extent. The British form of Government
has prepared the way for its speedy colonization and I trust that
your fostering care will improve the favourable situation

and that a numerous and agricultural people will speedily

take possession of the soil and climate under the British laws and
the munificence with which His Majesty has granted the lands

of the Crewn, offer such manifest or peculiar encouragement."

When Governor Simcoe closed this first parliament he spoke of the happiness that
would ensue from being a British subject:

"I cannot dismiss you without earmestly desiring you to promote

by precept and as example among your respective countkes the






Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe, by proclamation in 1792 divided Upper Canaida
into 19 counties for better representation in parliament:
" PROCLAMATION
J. Graves Simcoe:

George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, To all
our loving subjects, whom these presents may concern:

Whereas, in pursuance of an Act of Parliament lately made and
provided, passed in the thirty-first year of our reign, and of
authority by us given for that purpose.....Know ye,therefore, that
our trusty and well-beloved John Graves Simcoe, Esquire, our
Lieutenant-Governor of our said Province of Upper Canada, in the
absence of the Governor of our said Province of Upper Canada,

in the absence of the said Governor in Chief, hath and by this our
proclamation doth divide the said Province of Upper Camada into
counties, and hath and doth declare the number of the representatives
of them and each of them to be as hereinafter limited, named,
declared and appointed; that is to sayieecee.

That the tenth of the said counties be hereafter called by the name
of the County of Prince Edward; which county is to be bounded on the
south by Lake Ontario, on the west by the carrying place on the
isthmus on the Presqu'Isle D'Quinte, on the north by the Bay of
Quintecces

That the twelfth of the said counties be hereafter called by the name
of the County of Northumberland; which county is to be bounded

on the east by the westermost line of the county of Hastings and

the carrying_place of the Presqu'lsle de Quinte, on the

south by Lake Ontario until it meets the westérnmost point oFf the
Little Bay, thence by a line running north 16 degrees west until it
meets the southern boundary of a tract of land belonging to the
Mississauga Indians, thence along the $aid tract parallel to ILake
Ontario until it meets the northwesternmost boundary of the county
of Hastings. The said county of Northumberland is to comprehend
all the islands in the said lake Ontario and Bay of Quinte nearest
to the said county, in the whole or greater part fronting the same."

Soon afterwards the name Presqu'Isle de Quinte ceased to exist and the name was
changed to Prince Edward County in memory of the Duke of Kent. It was
not until 1840 that the name Presqu'Ile was used again in the vicinity

of Brighton and then it referred only to the bay.



Through the efforts of Robert Gray, the soliciter general an act
was passed on July 9th 1793 by the Legislature of Upper Canada
which freed the slaves in Canada. It was entitled "An Act to prevent
the further introducation of slaves and to limit the term of contract
for servitude within this Province.'" The first clause reads as

follows:

"Tt shall not be lawful for the Governor to grant

a licence for the importation of any negro or other

person to be subjected to the condition of a slave, nor
shall any negro, or any other person who shall come, or be
brought into the Province after the passing of thls Act be
subJect to the condition of a slave.," e sl

The second clause read:

"Every child that shall be born of a negro mother, or

other woman subjected to such service as aforesaid, shall abide
and remain with the master or mistress in whose service

the mother shall be living at the time of such child's birth
and such master or mistress shall, and is hereby required to
give proper nourishment and clothing to such child or
children, and shall or may put such child or children

to work, when he, she or they shall be able so to do,

and shall and may retain him or her in their service

until every child shall have obtained the age of 25

years at which time shall be entitled fo demand his or her
discharge from, and shall be discharged by such master

or mistress, from any further service."

This meant that in the early 1800's a number of the settlers were
former slaves. George Mink, an early stage driver was one such settler,
Fven at the time that Mink drove the stage through Brighton slavery
still existed in the United States.

The act of 1793 made it illegal to import a negro to be
subjected to the condition of a slave but it did not free the slaves
actually in Canada. In 1824 Eli Keefer sold his slave Ham who still

had 10 years to serve,









the inhabitants had to arrange transportation..This was expensive because
the bateaux had to be dismantled after descending the St. Lawrence, being
unable to return upstream. Therefore even the ordinary necessities of life
were highly priced.

The bateaux which crossed the Carrying Place were principally owned by
Captain Myers of Belleville who made use of these boats to transport freight
and settlers. Captain Myers desired to make the trip as pleasant as possible
for his passengers. Historian Guillet said:

"He always- kept his grog in his caboose and would deal it out to

all. There was no doubt much jollity and pleasant yarm spinning
during the long passages through the tranquil waters of the

Ba.y oM

Dr. Arthur wrote of an event which took place in 1794,
"The Duke of Kent, the Queen's father, is reported to have stopped
at Presqu'lle Point, when pancakes were prepared during the meal
is was found that there were no plates except those used for the
first course. The Duke turned his plate over and ate pancakes
from the bottom of the plate."
The visit of the Duke of Kent to Presqu'lIle was only part of his trip from
Quebec to Niagara.
Kingston at this time had a population of 345 persons and there were
log tenements, Indian wigwams and Indian foot paths.
In Upper Canada, up to 1795, quack doctors were able to work practically
undisturbed. In 1795 legislation was passed that licensed the practising
of physicians and:surgeons. The act was found however to be unworkable and
was repealed in 1806. In 1815 a new and more effective act was legislated..
It is not to be supposed that because business was transacted through
barter that there was no money in Brighton. In 1796 the British crown, shilling ;_
and guinea; the American eagle; the Portuguese johannes, the Spanish milled

dollar and pistoren and the French crown were officially recognized as

legal tender.
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A grist mill established in 1796 at the Lake-on-the-Mountain in Prince Edward
Township was owned by Major Van Alstine.

Regular settlers came in rather slowly after Mr. Jones had laid down the
first base line for the townships of Murray and Cramahe. Pickford in his
HISTORY OF THE UNITED LODGE OF BRIGHTON said:

"From 1796 came the regular settlement of the country, U.E.
Loyalists who were mostly pensioned soldiers of the British army.
Many were Pennsylvania-Dutch amd more than a few Americans were
attracted by the free grants of land offered by General Simcoe."

The Murray Canal was the dream of early travellers. In 1796 the government
granted 6,000 acres of which 64 acres were expressly set aside for a canal. The
remaining land was to be used to finance the construction of the canal.

In 1796 the original owners of blocks of land or in some cases smaller
lots were noted as follows:

Jeremiah Scripture - 200 acres on lot 6 south of Main Street
Obediah Simpson - 200 acres constituting lot 4 north of Main
Street in 1796

The HISTORICAL ATLAS OF NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM states:

"It was quite common to see five or six bears in company on the
march, leisurely eating beech nuts,in fact, bears were so treacherous
that the first Parliament of Ontario amongst its first duties

passed a reward for killing bears."”

There were three special features on a map of Brighton and district from
1797. The Home District was gesignated for the first time; the name
Presqu'Ille was not mentioned and all the surrounding waters were called
Lake Ontario as had not been the case previously.

In 1797 a very extensive surveyiwas made by Alexander Aitkin in order to
establish the town of Newcastle on Presqu'Ille Point. This was the first
planned settlement and was said to be in the Home District.

Much of the travelling toward the end of the century was on horseback.
Canniff, in writing of the period said:

"Travellers made their way on horseback. A white man conducted them
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On May 22nd, 1798 a crown grant of land was made to Mathias Marsh
comprising the 200 acres which made up the whole of Lot 35 in Concession
B on the actual site of the Village of Brighton. Lots of 200 acres were
granted in this area in 1798, 1803 and 1809 although the village as a
settlement remained unnamed until 1831. The first grant of land was
south of what is now Elizabeth Street and east of what became Prince Edward
Street. Subsequent owners were:

William Lownsbury, 200 acres in 1803
John Singleton, 100 acres in 1815

In 1798 ministers of three additional denominations were permitted
to perform marriage ceremonies viz: Church of Scotland, Lutheran Church and the
Calvinists. It was necessary that one of the persons to be married should
have been a member of one of the churches six months before marriage..

Although frequently mentioned, no salt in profitable amounts has ever been
found in Northumberland County. It was necessary to import salt and schooners
were used to transport it. In 1799 ox-carts were driven to Presqu'lsle Point
to obtain salt which had been previously dumped by schooners on what has been
known since181> as Salt Point, a strip of land jutting into the water. This
strip of land has been, with time, almost washed away leaving only a tiny
island in full view of the Presquilsle Hotel..

Sheriff Ruttan said that in 1799 the school books consisted of
Dilworth's Spelling Book and the New Testament. As Sheriff Ruttan was the
owner from 1845 to 1851 of much of the land in Brighton between Young and Platt
Streets and north of Main Street it can be fairly reasonable t0 assume that the
subjects studied by him were at the same time studied by the other young

persons in Brighton.
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After taking a south east direction and crossing Cedar Street it thus
provided power for the 01d Butler's Carding Mill. Finally it drained into
the bay east of Gosport.

At the close of the century it was recorded that some settlers

had arrived from England. There were also English travellers in the area.
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BRIGHTON AND VICINITY
CHAPTER II
1801 - 1810

At the beginning of the new century Brighton was still not a settlement.
It was merely a few scattered homesteads on land obtained by crown grants.
In the next hundred years it would grow into a township and then a village.
It would receive a name, be incorporated and set up a village council..
Many people were to settle in the area and start businesses. The unfolding of
these events are chronicled in the succeeding chapters.

Pioneers such as Edward Goodyear, Obediah Simpson, Josiah Proctor
and those immediately following them had very few opportunities for
obtaining daily or weekly newspapers.- -There was only one paper published
in Upper Canada in 1801. The York Gazette published by the Government was
destroyed by the Americans in 1813. 1In the Gazette of 13 November, 1801, the
latest news from New York was dated October 23 and news from Charleston was
dated October 1lst. News from Philadelphia, Boston and Halifax was published
after a lapse of twenty-five days. As John Singleton was the first postmamter
and held this post for many years there is reason to believe that
he may have received these papers and passed the news to his friends.

Resinous jacks, or torch lights were popular in 180l1. In those days
a pine stump was very useful. One could chop off the resinous wood for a
jack or a torch to light the log cabin when the tallow dip candle failed.

In 1801 York had three or four small log houses situated at the mouth of
the Don River. There was an Indian path along the river and within a circumference
of 150 miles it was surrounded by tangled forest. The Mississauga Indians were

the only neighbours. -

In 1802 the district of Newcastle, as provided for in an act of parliament
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I.M. Wellington's narrative concerning this subject has been preserved
in the Ontario Historical Society Papers and Records Volume V and also in
THE BRIGHTON ENSIGN of January 25, February 1, February 8 and February 15, 1895.
According to C.C. James, deputy minister of agriculture in Ontario these
statements are correct. Quoting from I.M. Wellington:

"About one hundred years ago, the Govermment of the day

believing Presqu'lsle to be the most fit and proper place for the
capital or county town for the District of Newcastle, which in later
years is better known as the counties of Northumberland and

Durham, therefore brought a bill before Parliament,

and in the year 1802 caused an:Act to be passed to locate and

survey a town plot on Presqu'Ile and to build a courthouse and
gaal."

Concerning this gaol, the courthouse, customs and lighthouses Mr. James
said:

"On the 7th July, 1802, there was passed an Act to provide for
the Administration of Justice in the District of Newcastle. The
second section provided for the erection of a gaol and courthouse
within the town of Newcastle.  Thereby the town of Newcastle
that had been laid out in 1797, became the district won of
Newcastle District, which consisted of the counties of Northumberland
and Durham. On the 5th March, 1803, an Act was passed in
connection with the customs, location of lighthouses etc.

By section ten of that Act the Lieutenant-Governor was
authorized 'to establish the office of Collector of the District
of Newcastle in any place within the harbour of Newcastle which
he may judge more convenient than the town of Newcastle,

until a gaol and courthouse be erected in the said town and no
longer.*

In the Crown lLands Department of Toronto is the original survey plan
of Presqu'lsle, or Newcastle, as it was originally called. It

is entitled 'Plan of Newcastle in the Home!District, surveyed in
November 1797 by Alex. Aitkin, Deputy Surveyor.!'! This cancels

a date given in the previous paper. The plan shows lots reserved

as follows: Church in centre, Parson at S.E.,Market at S. W. ,
School at N.E., Parson at N.W., Hospital at west end, Burying
Ground at east end, Clergy's Seventh in rear of Church. Between
these reserved lots were about 80 smaller building lots.

Soom after the survey, a large frame building, thirty feet in width
and fifty feet in length and three stories high, on a heavy

‘ stone basement, was erected by the Government to be the courthouse
and gaol for the district of Newcastle, and placed in care of
Capt. Selleck who, with his family moved into the building, and
while the Captain was away on the lake with his schooner, his

wife, assisted by her brother, kept a house of entertainment to



accommodate travellers as they passed up and down the country."

A map of the waters of Presqu'Ile Bay was supplied by Doctor Arthur showing
a rough sketch of the Newcastle town plot and Presqu'lle Bay in Newcastle
district. This map shows that there were only two townships; Cramahe and Murray.

lake schooners were always a very interesting sight for those on.land.
Thege boats were almost always used for work as pleasure excursions were
éfﬁctically unknown until the arrival of the steam vessels many years later.

Schooner days as far as Brighton is concerned cover approximately 100
years, beginning in 1802 and lastifig until the end of the century. The
pioneer schooners Lady Mary and the Speedy were vessels owned by George
Gibson of Presqu'lle Point during the period between 1862 and 1813. It is
not possible to relate all the deeds of the above named vessels hut an
attempt is made to record a few notes relative to the persons involved.

The lady Mary whose master was Captain Selleck brought George Gibson the
grandfather of I.M. Wellington to Presqu'Ile in 1802. The vessel Speedy
whose master was Captain Paxton was wrecked and lost near Presqu'lle Point
not far from the bluff, in 1804.

John E. Proctor served the people of Brighton using the schooners the
Briton and the Malta. Starting in 1807 he brought chests of tea, candles, sugar,
tobacco, glass and salt and forwarded to Oswego lumber in lots of 21,000 feet
and shingles in shipments of 30,000. He maintained his business until 1865.

The earliest boat builders were George Gibson, Captain Quick, Nathan Claus
and M.L. Butler. In 1813 George Gibson built a boat on Presqu'Ile and
Nathan Clause advertised that he "built''boats of the very best as regards
speed and staunchness."

The Lady Mary and the Speedy were the first ships to land at Presqu'Ile

Point in 1804. A peculiar sunken rock was noted off Milligan's Beach on the
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lake shore of Presgu'Ile Point in 1804. A peculiar sunken rock was noted off
Milligan's Beach on the lake shore of Presqu'Ile Point.

The story of the discovery of this rock was written by I.M. Wellington
in the Ontario Historical Society Papers as follows:

"In the early part of 1804, Capt. Selleck had been up in Niagara
with his schooner, carrying a load of goods from Kingstonj and on
his return, one very warm and beautiful day in May, the wind

had lulled to almost a dead calm, and the lake shone like glass,
the sailors were all sitting around - some singing songs or spinning
yarns - when to his surprise one of the crew discovered

something peculiarly strange just under the surface of the water.
He immediately sprang to his feet and called the attention of the
captain to the fact, the Captain who forthwith ordered the ILady
Mary to be hove to and lower the yawl, when the captain, the mate
and one of the sailors went down to survey.the submarine monster
just discovered; and taking a spyglass with them, them, they
located the exact whereabouts by getting the range of three tall
trees standing on the land and in range with the south end of
Milligan's Beach. Capt. Selleck, after making a note of this in
his passbook went on board of his schooner and came into the
harbor. About one week after this Capt. Paxton, with the Government
schooner, came into the harbor, when Capt. Selleck made haste to
apprise the captain of the Speedy of his adventures in finding

and locating a large rock just below the surface of the water.

The following day being very pleasant and calm, Capt. Paxton with
several hands from both schooners, took two of their small boats
and made their way to the west end of Presqu'Ile, taking with

them a spyglass and compass, and after getting in range with

the three tall trees, they rowed directly south about four miles
and came immediately on the sunken rock, which was hardly three feet
below the surface of the water. Capt. Paxton then took a careful
measure of the diameter of the rock at the top, which was about
forty feet either way; but what surprised the captains and the
whole crew the most was the fact that in sounding around on

every side of the roek they found about fifty fathoms of water,
and that on every dropping of the lead the line went straight down
to the bottom. Captain Paxton then made a correct note of every
particular and told!Captain Selleck that when he went to Niagara
again he should have it put upon a chart so that in after days it
would be a warning to all mariners traversing the waters of Ilake
Ontario; although at this time the Speedy and lady Mary were the
only schooners owned on this side of the lake."

The rock was however never charted and no lighthouse was ever erected to
warn mariners for the rock has never been found even to this daye.
The most tragic and far-reaching event that probably ever took place on

Presqu'Ile Point was the wreck and loss of the vessel Speedy. I.M. Wellington
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also tells this story:

"The latter part.of the summer, the Speedy was lost with all on
board. Wm. and AM. Farewell, two brothers, whose home was on or
near Oshawa Creek, were in the habit of going out to Scugog lake
every winter for the purpose of trapping and trade for furs with
the Indians. In the early part of the winter of 1804 they went
out to the lake, taking with them a man by the name of John Sharp.
One day they left Sharp in charge of the camp while the two brothers
proceeded up the Scugog in search of the best places for trapping.
On their return they found that Sharp had been murdered; his skull
had been smashed in with a club, and the camp had been robbed.
They immediately returned to Oshawa and put detectives in search
of the murderer..Soon came the report that an Indian, while

under the influence of liquor, making flourishes with his club,
showed how he had killed a white man a few days before. The
Indians, fearing that they were being watched, left, and going
west struck camp at or near York, where the murderer was arrested.
He was ordered to have his trial in the district where the crime
was commiteéed.

The captain of the Government schooner was on the fifth day of
October, 1804 ordered to Presqu'lsle, with the prisoner and law
officers, to hold the Court of King's Bench. The passengers on
board the Speedy,leaving York on the seventh day of October, were:
Mr. Justice Cochrane, Mr. Gray, Solicitor-General; Mr. Angus
McDonald, solicitor for the prisoner, with the constable,

the prisoner and two or three other gentlemen. On the way they
stopped at Oshawa for two or three Indian men and women, and for
some white men who were witnesses in the case, after which she
started for Presqu'Isle. The Speedy was sighted just before

dark on the eighth of October, laboring and going before a
frightful storm of wind and rain just opposite Keeler's Creek

(now Colborne Harbor)..Fears were soon aroused for the safety of
the boat and her crew, when Col. Peters and many of the settlers
along the shore came rushing down on horseback to give what assistance
they could to help the Speedy to make her way safely into the harbor.
They went to the back of the point near the big lighthouse, and
built large fires to safely light her into port if possible. That
night, it is supposed the Speedy foundered upon a rock and went
down with all on board..Two or three days later the water barrel
and a hencoop, with the name of Speedy on them were picked up on
Weller's Beach, brought to Presqu'Isle and placed in the care of
Captain Selleck.

After that storm and finding of the water barrel and the hencoop
belonging to the Speedy, Capt. Selleck and the settlers of
Presqu'Isle went out to search and grapple about the sunken rock

to see if they could discover anything further regarding the Speedy.
The first fine day that came, nearly all the men on the Point
turned out to render what help they could in the undertaking. They
went early to the west end of the Point, and taking their bearing
from the three tall trees, they went out to find the rock, and
after searching all day long in the four or five small boats

they returned home late in the evening; and not feeling satisfied,
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decided to try it again. Rallying a larger brigade and getting
more boats from the north side of the bay, they took an early

start one fine morning and ran out and spent the whole day in
making a more diligent search for the sunken rock; but no rock
could be found, nor has anything further ever been heard respecting
that sunken rock..

It was a great wonderment to all, especially to those who had seen
the rock before that noted storm when the Speedy was lost, as to
what kind of rock it must have been. The general opinion was that
it must have been a large boulder ;loose at the bottom, and

when struck by the Speedy, was forced over into a deep hole

taking the Speedy with it.

Immediately after the Speedy was lost, influence was brought

to bear on the Government to move the county town to the western
part of Northumberland, consequently at the next session of
Pariiament an Act was passed to locate and build a court house

and gaol at Amherst (now Cobourg). The court house on Presqu'lle
was sold to Capt. Selleck, and very soon after the third or

upper story was taken down and’the building was finished into a
large dwelling. In the year 1821, I was born in that dwelling, and
many times in after years we sat and listened to our parents and
uncles relate the story of the sunken rock and the loss of the
Speedy, some of whom had seen the rock several times before that
noted storm on the night of the 8th of Oct. 1804,

I asked my mother why Capt. Paxton wanted a hencoop on board his
schooner. She told me that it was customary for ships, especially
on the ocean, to carry live fowls with them so that when at sea for
a long voyage they could kill a hen, or several of them and

have fresh meat whenever they desired it."

The story by I.M. Wellington is remarkably accurate. According to Mr.

James:

"The various printed accounts of the loss of the Speedy have been
more or less inaccurate as to date, occasion and persons concerned.
The contemporary account that appeared in the official government
organ, THE UPPER CANADA GAZETTE should be authoritative and
therefore we quote the report that appeared in the issue of

2rd November, 1804.

'The Speedy, Captain Paxton, left this pert on Sunday evening, the
7th of October last, with a moderate breeze from the N.W., for
Presqu'Isle, and was described off that Island on the Monday
following before dark. Preparations were made for the reception
of the passengers; but the wind coming around from the north

east blew with such violence as to render it impossible for her
to enter the harbor, and very shartly after, she disappeared.

A large fire was then kindled on shore, as a guide to the vessel
during the nightj but she has not since been seen or heard of,

and it is with the most painful sensations we have to say we

fear she is totally lost. FEnquiry, we understand, has been
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made at almost every port on the lake, but without effect,

and no intelligence respecting the fate of this unfortunate vessel
could be obtained. It is therefore, generally concluded that

she has either upset or foundered. It is also reported

by respectable authority that several articles, such as the
compass box, hencoop and mast, known to have belonged to this
vessel, have been picked up on the opposite side of the

lake.

The passengers on board the ill-fated Speedy, were Mr. Judge
Cochrane, Robert I.D. Gray, Esq., Solicitor-General and member of
the House of Assembly; Angus McDonell, Esg., advocate, also a
member of the House of Assembly; Mr. Jacob Herchmer, merchant;
Mr. John Stegman, surveyor; Mr. Geo. Cown, Indian Interpreter;
James Ruggles, Esq., Mr. Anderson, student at law; Mr. John Fisk,
high constable, all of this place. The above-named gentlemen
were proceeding to the District of Newcastle in order to hold the
circuit, and for the trial of an Indian (also on board) indicted
for the murder of John Sharp,late of Queen's Rangers. It is also
reported, but we cannot vouch for its authenticity, that
exclusive of the above passengers, there were on board two

other passengers, one in the service of Mr. Justice Cochrane

and the other in that of the Solicitor-General: as were also two
children of parents whose indigent circumstances necessitated them
to travel by land.

The crew of the Speedy, it is said, consisted of five seamen (three
of whom have left large families), exclusive of Captain Paxton,

who also had a very large family. The total number of

souls on board the Speedy is computed to be about twermty.

A more distressing and melancholy event has not occureed

to this place for many years; nor does it often happen that

such a number of persons of respectability are collected in the
same vessel. Not less than nine widows and we do not know how
many children have to lament the loss of their husbands and
fathers who, alas, have perhaps in the course .of a few minutes met
with a watery grave."

The loss of the Speedy ruined the hopes of many people in the area for the
development of Newcastle. The gaol and court house were removed to Cobourg.
Mr, James further writes:

"On the 2nd March, 1805, the Act of 1802 was amended. The preamble
begins thus: 'Whereas the place appointed for building and court
house in the district of Newcastle is inconvenient for the inhabitants
of the said district.' The Justices of the Peace assembled in
Quarter Sessions were authorized 'to appoint some fit and proper
place in either of the townships of Haldimand or Hamilton within

the said District of Newcastle, where a gaol and court house

may be built.' Two years was allowed for the completion of

the work. The plot selected was in Hamilton Township and the

little settlement that grew up about the court house was called
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These who went to the mill by canoe hauled it up on the shore at night and
camped in the woods. When a storm occurred, they were weather-bound until it
passed over. On their arrival at the mill, they waited until the grist was
ground and returned home in the same manner. The trip to the mill was
difficult and therefore the settlers did a number of things to avoid this
voyage. Some of the settlers owned large coffee mills and these were used to
grind or crack their grain. Other contrivances were improvised. One method
very much in vogue was to make a rude mortar by hollowing out a stump. Sometimes
this was done by boring or chiselling but it was frequently burned out and the
cavity was scraped until all the charred spots were removed. They then used a
wooden pounder attached to a swing pole to pound the corn into the cavity. This
bruised corn was known as samp and when it was pounded the fine flour was made
into Johnny Cake and the course flour was boiled into mush. In 1806 a flour
mill was opened at the mouth of the Trent River in a dense cedar swamp.
The neighbourhood was wilderness.

Sheriff Henry Ruttan, in 1807 kept a store at Grafton in the new district
of Newcastle and later owned part of Lot 1, Concession 2 in Brighton Village.
On November 2Lk, 1807 a crown grant of 260 acres or Lot 3 Concession 1 of Brighton
was made to Henry Brandt.

The creek running south into lot 3 south of Main Street was useful for powering
the sawmill owned consecutively by Henry Brandt in 1807, Timothy Thompson
in 1811 and Benjamin Whitney 4in 1817. Lot 3 north of Main Street was crown land
and still forest. A similar wild state existed to the east past lot 2, south
of Main Street between Ontario and Centre Streets. The land to the other side
of Main Street was Iot 2, Concession 2 and was vacant but owned by Josiah Proctor
until 1814. He was the first of five early real estate men. The other men were:

James Richardson, Thomas D. Sanford, John Singleton and James Iyons.
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At this time some of the original owners of block lands were living
along Main Street. Jeremiah Scripture in 1808 lived on Lot 6 south of Main
Street and owned 200 acres of land. Obediah Simpson lived on Lot 4 north
of Main Street from 1796. Lot 2, Concession 2 north of Main Street was vacant
but was owned by Josiah Proctor in 1814. [? see also page 61

The following people owned land facing East Prince Edward Street. Mathias
Maresh in 1798 and William Lownsbury in 1803 owned the 200 acres of Lot 35,
Concession B, for a distance of 1} miles south of Elizabeth Street.r ? see page
207 This land, as it extended to the Bay was excellent for homesteads.
John Singleton in 1815 bought 100 acres and James Iyons in 1817 purchased
what was left. James Lyons was another great real estate man of this period.

We have now recorded eight families whose land was officially registered.
They are: Obediah Simpson, 17965 Jeremish Scripture 1808; James Richardson,
1809; Henry Nix, 18113 Josiah Proctor, 181k4; John Singleton, 1815; T.D. Sanford,
1817; and James Iyons, 1817. Undoubtedly there were a few who were squatters
living on land marked by themselves and not by a surveyor. Therefore these
people are not mentioned in the Ontario Registry.

The site of Trenton in 1808 was a dense forest.

In the early part of the nineteenth century fish and wild fowl were
plentiful.

"At that time the waters of Presqu'Ile Bay and Lake Ontario were
apparently alive with untold number of kinds of fresh water fish, such as the
galmon, muskelunge, trout, sturgeon, white fish, pike, pickerel, bass and a
great variety of smaller fish. These were of the chief articles of food for

the first settlers. It was not an uncommon thing for two men in their

small boats, with torchlight and spear, in the evening on the lake side of the
Point, to take from the rush beds at the head of the bay a catch of 50 to

100 eels, besides other kinds of fish. It was also real sport to the hunter
who took pleasure in shooting the wild fowl that came to the waters of the

bay for food. We often witnessed what was then called fields of feathered
birds. All kinds of ducks and wild geese made the surface of the water look
black for miles when they congregated.. It was not uncommon for the hunter to bag
from 25 to 30 beautiful ducks and often 5 or 6 large geese in one forenoon.
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He would spend the rest of the day in smoking his pipe, smiling,
singing songs and telling of his sport, while other members of the
family would dress some of the fowl for the evening meal,"

Before a council of settlers was formed the needy were dependent on gaining

help directly from their neighbours. An incident occurred in 1809 which aptly

illustrates this type of action. Captain Selleck had died in April of that year

and his widow was left with a large family of small children.

"Joseph, her brother acted as guardian and when the stock of provisions

was low Joseph would have to lbok about for a fresh supply. Once

while awaiting the return of Joseph who had rowed to Napanee for flour

the widow was visited by Joe Skunk, an Indian, who asked in broken
English for bread. The widow, considering her destitution and the
want of her children burst into tears and told him in the best Indian
language at her command that she had no .bread and that she and her
papooses were starving. Joe replied ‘'you very good Squaw' He
walked down to the shore and taking his spear stuck it into the
head of a large muskelunge lying in the boat and throwing it

out on the shore he called to the papooses to come and get the fish.
Stepping into his boat, he paddled away."

On February 1lith, 1809 a crown grant of 200 acres was given to James

Richardson. It included all of Lot 1, Concession 1 in the township of Brighton.

The land was between Prince Edward Street and Centre Street and south of Main
Street. Mrs. M. Perry settled on Lot 29 of Concession 4. Her occupation was
listed as farming.

James Richardson settled in 1809 and was until his death a real estate
agent. He never sold all of a lot but divided his land into parts. He was
a great believer, along with John Singleton in the advantages of land on the
bay front. In 1817 he sold a section from his home lot to his son, Reverend
James Richardson.

Settlement came to a full stop at Young Street because all land east of
Young Street was crown land. The land between Platt and Princess Streets on
the north side of Main Street was surveyed as Lot No. 2 in Concession 2 and
was owned in 1809 by David M. Rogers.

In 1809 an Indian courier provided monthly mail service from Kingston to
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BRIGHTON AND VICINITY
CHAPTER IIT
1811-1820

Captain George Singleton, after service in the 1776 war with the United
States was granted 5,000 acres of land, part of which now forms the city of
Belleville. John Singleton, the son of Captain George Singleton settled
near what is now Brighton and the area in 1811 became known as Singleton's
Corners.

Edward Goodyear sold John Nix the 200 acres of Lot 1 Concession 2 of the
Township of Cramahe. The bill of sale was dated 26th of November. Henry
Brante held a crown grant for Lot 3, Concession 1 of Brighton township and on
May 27th sold his 200 acres to Timothy Thompson who held the property
until 1816.

The memory of Edward Goodyear is perpetuated by the fact that he was
one of the men who, by canoe, piloted the Buke of Kent on his visit to
Canada and to Presqu'Ile. He is known also because of the business transactions
he made with reference to the sale of his lots 1 and 2 in various parts to
John Nix, Thomas D. Sanford, John Singleton (father of A.C. Singleton) and
others.

When Josiah Proctor came to Brighton he settled on Lot 2, north and
south in concessions 1 and 2. On a large part of this 40O acres the present
village of Brighton is situated. Proctor purchased the north lot from the
original ewner (who had not started to clear it) and the south lot from
the Crown.

John Singleton in 1818 bought nearly all of the eastern half of Lot 1
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Concession 2. These 90 acres touched the east side of Young Street and
extended from Dorman Street north over Proctor's Hill to the point where the
creek crosses the highway, a place 1% miles north of Main Street. There is
no explanation as to why he did not buy the 10 acres from Main to
Dormon Streets:

An unusual occurrence in 1811 is noted by Canniff:

"In 1811 Roblin was expelled twice from Parliament because he was
a local Methodist Minister."

This member of parlisment was one of the ancestors of the Roblins of Brighton
Village.

That which is known of the War of 1812 and its relation to Brighton is
most interesting. Among the known participants were John M. ILawson, Colonel
Richard Bullock, Major Richard Bullock, Hazelton Spencer, Lieutenant General
John Murray and:the sons of George Gibson of Presqu'Isle Point.

John M. Lawson, the father of Monroe lawson was drafted for service on
both land and water but preferred to serve in the Bateaux Brigade which
carried supplies from Kingston to York. He belonged to Commissary Wilkins
Corps, in which many of the settlers of Northumberland served.

Hazelton Spencer lived in the Township of Murray, to the east of Brighton.
He was an officer in the King's Royal Regiment and was killed in the War of 1812.
This occurred while returning from carrying dispatches from the front to
Kingston. A son of Hazelton Spencer was Richard Spencer who was editor of
THE WEEKLY BRITISH FIAG and THE EDUCATIONALIST in 1861 to 1864. His
granddaughter lived until 1921, near the stone schoolhouge.

For those who have heard of D.C. Bullock (died 1907) it will be interesting
to know the fine service which his grandfather, Colonel Richard Bullock and
his uncle performed during the War of 1812. Colonel Richard Bullock, who

lived at the Carrying Place advanced with the 4lst(a British regiment) from
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It is to be noted that his son, Monroe Lawson lived on the old homestead
as late as 1936.

Many of the 1,000 prisoners taken at Detroit had to march the length
of the province by way of Brighton, the Prince Edward Peninsula, Wellington
and Picton: crossing afterwards to the mainland. Others were taken by way of
Trenton. This was a difficult task as there was no bridge on the Trent
River. Prisoners who came in bateaux were transported across the Carrying
Place and along the bay.

Memories of the War of 1812 still lingered forty years later..Alex Begg
in THE BRIGHTON SENTINEL of August 19, 1853 in speaking of the survivors who
were living affectionately called them "stout hearted fellows'. The article

read:
"UTHE LAST WAR

A meeting of the Militiamen who served in the War of 1812, held
at Ste. Catharines, on 30 July, 1853, resolved that it is
expedient that the remaining survivors of the War of 1812 shall be
invited to attend a meeting at Queenston, 13th October.'

We copy above from Niagara Mail of 10 inst. and we feel great
pleasure in promulgating in our columns in furtherance of the object
in view and we sincerely hope that there will be found lots of the
stout hearted fellows of the War of 1812 ready and able to respond
as in days of yore to the bugle call of '"Turn out-the whole' on
13th October, the Anniversary of the Battle of Queenston."

During the war there was difficulty in hauling freight across the Murray
Canal Isthmus.

"During the last war, numerous brigades of boats with detachments

of troops, and munitions of war, had to pass by the route of the

Bay of Quinte and for want of a canal, were obliged to be hauled across
the Isthmus of Murray at an enormous cost, although the Isthmus is
only a mile and a quarter broad at the Carrying Place, four pounds
having to be paid for every boat and a dollar for every wagon load,
besides the cost of a great many old or worn o:ut horses and cattle
that were conveniently put into teams employed there, either to be
killed or injured, in the service of the Government and so to be paid
for out of the Military Chest. But the expense was not the worst

part of the business, there was the delay, which, under ordinary
circumstances, might be attended with mischievous consequences,

yet when it is taken into account that the invaders were vastly
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superior in numbers and very subtle, besides having the advantage

of being the aggressive party, any delay was a very serious matter
indeed, and it might have proved fatal, were it not that the sentiment
of loyalty was immoveably fixed in the breast of the valiant
defenders of the country, which impelled them to quit their homes

and submit to military discipline, ans so they prevailed just as

all such noble-hearted and spirited men ought to prevail, and

ever will prevail."

Mules were used for carrying the mail during the war. The mail was
brought by mule pack once a week over a road grubbed for two roods. 1In
the winter when travelling was good the mail arrived by sleigh..

Canoes and bateaux were used extensively during the War of 1812. Many
soldiers travelled by canoe to reach the field of battle. This particularly
occurred in 1813 when the enemy was in control of the lake thus preventing
the use of schooners..

The part played by the notorious Bill Johnson in Brighton's history is
unforgetable. A description is given of some of his activities.

"During this time (War of 1812) Grandfather Gibson spent the greater
part of his time working and building a schooner for one of his

sons on the shore in front of his dwelling (should kind Providence
spare his boys to return from the War). He had the schooner nearly
completed when a report was made to the American Government by spies
that were continually coasting along the Canadian frontier that vessels
were being built by the Government for war purposes. Consequently,
Bill Johnson (the notorious land pirate as he was called ) was sent
by the American government to burn the boat. He came from Sackett's
Harbour in what was called a revenue cutter boat, and with oars
muffled, the crew came noiselessly up the shore at night, threw

some inflammable substance on the vessel, ignited it and the boat
was soon wrapped in flames from stem to stern, burning to ashes while
standing on the stocks. While the boat was burning, the cutter

was seen with 6 or 8 oars on either side dipping together into the
water taking her departure."”

I.M. Wellington

"After his brother, Andrew, had entered the service, he (Bill)
deserted to the United States. Even now it does not appear that
the authorities of Kingston suspected his loyalty, for they desired
that he should take his place in the ranks which his brother had
forsaken. This, however, Bill would not do. The result was that
a file of soldiers commanded by Sergeant Lockwood was sent to
arrest Johnson, by order of the captain, Matthew Clark of
Ernesttown.

Upon the approach of the soldiers, Johnson shouted to Sergeant
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A great deal of traved was done on horseback. Colonel Bleeker who owned
a ferry which traversed the Trent River and had great control over the
Mississauga Indians. From the east the guides were white men but from the
Trent westward through Brighton the guides were Indian.
"Travellers made their way on horseback. A white man conducted them
to the Trent River, where resided Colonel Bleeker, who was at the
head, and had control of all the Mississauga Imdians, and commanded
the entire country from the Trent to Toranto. At this place, the
traveller was furnished with a fresh horse and an Indian guide to
conduct him through unsettled country, the road being little better
than a common Indian path with all its windings."
After the War of 1812 the ox-cart and stage began to supersede the bateaux and
travel by horseback. Miss Machar in THE STORY OF OLD KINGSTON stated:
"It was only after the War of 1812 that an attempt was made to open
a line of stage travel from Kingston to York over roads which as yet
had certainly not been made. A stage commenced running from Kingston
to York leaving Kingston every Monday morning at 6 o'clock and York
every Thursday morning at the same hour. FEach passenger was allowed
from 20 to 28 pounds of baggage and charged any surplus. The fare
was $18.00 and the journey necessitated three days."
This road, known as the Kingston-York route was established in 1812 and undoubtedly
passed through Brighton. Guillet said that this road was the worst of any yet
travelled on and an average of two to three miles per hour was the greatest
speed that one could accomplish in the stage wagon. In 1812, a better road,
called the Kingston to York Road was built following the general path of the
01d Danforth Road. It was opened in 1816 by Messrs. S.S. Wilmot and Steigman
and was four roods wide.
Rafts, canoes or Durham boats were employed mainly in order to carry provisions
such as flour, pork and salt and for the transportation of furs and lumber
to pay for these necessities. Concerning the period just after the War of 1812
I.M. Wellington said:
"Many hundreds of thousands of masts and sticks of square timber have
been brought to Presqu'Ile Harbour to be put into rafts and taken

down to Quebec. During this time the Murray Canal was the subject
of common talk, especially among the lumbermen, for by that canal

there would be an inland waterway from Presqu'lle Harbour to Kingston,
then down the St. Lawrence to the ocean.”
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Up to 1816 and after the destruction of the YORK GAZETTE the only paper
for the pioneers to read was THE KINGSTON GAZETTE. This paper was obtained
with difficulty and was not delivered every day. The following advertisement
appeared at this time.
"A sober, honest, persevering man will find it to his advantage to
undertake the circulation of the "Kingston Gazette', weekly, on the
route starting from Kingston to the Carrying Place and across
the River Trent. The advantages to be derived from an undertaking
of this kind, exclusive of the papers, we are persuaded would be
many; and any honest, persevering man who could produce good
recommendations as to his sobriety, etc., and will give security for
punctual payment once a quarter, will make a good bargain by applying
to the publisher of the '"Kingston Gazette". There is not a doubt
but that four or five hundred papers might be distributed on this
route to great advantage."

This advertisement was answered by Shubal Huff who then delivered the papers

every fortnight carrying other pamphlets and tea and sugar as well.

The first newspaper in.Brighton was the Sentinel which was started in 1853.

In 1813 Dr. Noah Webster's spelling book, an English reader and the New
Testament were read by students. Arithmetic problems were given by the
teacher. The student was also required to copy such maxims as "perseverance
conquers all things."

The lot between Platt and Princess Streets on the north side of Main Street
was surveyed as Lot 2 Concession 2 and was originally owned in 1809 by
David M. Rogers who was deeded the 200 acres from the Crown. He sold them
in 1814 to Josiah Proctor.

In 1814 Thos. H.Brown was listed as an agricultural agent in Brighton. He
was most likely the first man to hold this position.

In that same year the government appointed five persons to issue marriage
licences. They were located at Queenston, York, Kingston, Williamsburg and
Cornwall. Still when John Singleton arrived in Brighton in 1815 a marriage

license was not so easy to obtain.

In the early part of the nineteenth century accomodation for travellers

was not easy to find.
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"Travellers stopping over at Brighton could not, readily obtain
accomodation but Mr. Singleton received and bid welcome to his home,
not only missionaries of the Church, but also missionaries representing
every other Christian Creed."

Later travellers stayed in the two hotels; the Mansion House on the corner of
Main and Prince Edward Streets and the Railroad House on Main Street near
Railroad Street.

There were also places known as Houses of Entertainment. These resorts
had to provide accomodation for at least six persons and gererally were
permitted to retail liquor but were warned not to sell more than 1 quart at any
one time and to see that this was not drunk on the premises.

Lfter the appearance of the Grand Trunk Railway the Modern Business
Hotel began to take customers.

The method of clearing the land is most interesting. In the dry summer
season the woods were fired so as to kill the trees.

"By the next year they would have become dry, so that by setting

fire again they would burn down. In this way much labour was

saved. But sometimes, the fire would prove unmanageable and threaten
to destroy the little house and log barn, as well as crops. Another
mode of destroying the large trees, was to girdle them - that is, to
cut through the bark all araund the tree, whereby it was killed,

so that the following year it would likewise burn down."

This task was the one begun by John Singleton and his wife. The following quote
comes from the Ensign of April 22, 1887 and was part of the obituary of Mrs.
Margaret Singleton.

"In April 1815, John Singleton and his wife removed from Singleton's

River where they had resided from the time of their marriage, and

came to live in what was then an almost unbroken forest, but is now

the site of the Village of Brighton. Here they began to clear for
themselves a place for a home and on that very spot they commenced

their pioneer life where their home has stood for 73 years. On

the evening of one of their first days while the husband was burning

brush two men were observed going eastward in the path through the woods.

The travellers said nothing to the newcomers but passed on and were soon

out of sight. That evening about 1 1/2 miles east in a thickly wooded ravine
a mail carrier was seized by two men, tied to a tree, his horse shot; and the
mails robbed of much valuable matter including some important military
dispatches. 1t was at that time considered that the travellers noticed were
the notorious Bill Johnson and a companion, and that they affected their escave
by a boat moored in Presqu'lle Bay in charpe of a daughter of Johnston.

Such were some of the things +hat served to break the monotony of the 1ife
of early settlers,”
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Carding mills existed near Brighton from a very early date. Pioneers
would have clipped the sheep and sent the wool to the carding mill. The wool
would return from the mill..in the form of rolls or lengths about two feet
long and 3/4 of an inch thick, ready for spinning. Mr. Tobey said:

"I have watched my grandmother, Mrs. Wilmot J. Wells, walk back

and forth placing a length in the spindle and converting:by a

quick motion of the wheel with the right hand and a timed backward
walk and proper pull of the developing yarn with the left hand.
Backwards and forwards by the hour, every day, after the dinner dishes
were washed. When the spindle became full the transforming

toibe counted in skeins on another machine took place. The yarn
was, in the evenings, converted into mittens, warm and cozy, into
caps, and yes, into woolen sheets itself. That this art of spinning
and the consequent making of one's own clothes was very early is my
belief, for my grandmother being daughter of Reverend Joshua

Webster who settled north of Brighton in 1815, undoubtedly

learned at her home."

Herrington in his PIONEER LIFE AMONG THE LOYALISTS IN UPPER CANADA told that:

"Every maiden served her apprenticeship at the spinning wheel and her
education was not complete until she learned how to spin yarn, pass

it over the swift and prepare it for the loom. The flannel and fallcloth
for the entire family were made upon the premises."

In addition to wool, flax was used to make clothes. The Ensign of May 5, 1905
speaks of the experience of Mrs. Griffin Waite who was born in 1812 and
settled north of Brighton in Concession IV Lot 11.
"Mrs. Waite, in addition to caring for a large family of children,
used to make linen cloth in the house for the clothing of the boys.
Mr. .Waite used nothing but linen for shirts until he was 15 years
old. To do that after Mrs. Waite had prepared the flax, she
would open with a little wheel and then weave on a loom of her own
which she kept for the purpose upon which she also made a good woolen
cloth after having carded the wool by hand and spun the yarn in her
own home which was also very serviceable in the family for clothing
for both boys and girls. A nice home-made plaid dress was thought
to be something pretty nice then."
Mr. Singleton lived on the south side of Dundas Street approximately
opposite what is now Alice Street. At his store on Prince Edward Street (where
the office of Oscar L. Morrow stood in 1936) he did business with the Indians

and at the same time attended to his duties as post master. There were

at the time nine post offices in Upper Canada. These included one at
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Myer's Creek (Belleville) and one at Smith Creek (Port Hope).

John M. Lawson, a veteran of the War of 1812, and Josiah W. Morden
lived in the Lawson Settlement.

Asa Weller not only; kept a tavern but employed a sled and oxen to
convey passengers up the lakeshore. Many settlers from the Bay of Quinte,after
a short stay at the bay took up holdings along the north shore of Northumberland.
The descendants of Asa Weller, viz. Robert and Benjamin subsequently settles
in Brighton and became owners of the land originally deeded to Edward
Goodyear.

Smalley Spafford settled near Brighton in 1815.

Looking south along East Prince Edward Street the following people should
be noted: Mathias Marsh (1798) and William Lowmsbury together owned all the

200 acres of Lot 35 Concession B for a distance of 1 1/4 miles south
of Elizabeth Street.

John Singleton in 1815 bought 100 acres of the land leading to the
bay from John Lyons and what he could get of what was left in 1817.

On August 10, 1815 John Nix sold his 200 acres making up Lot 1 Concession
2 of Brighton to Edward Goodyear.who held it ;until December 1816 when it was
divided and sold as sections. In 1815 Robert Potts Sr. settled in the
township near Hilton on Lot 4 Concession 5 and this farm is still known as the
Potts farm. He was proceeded by other settlers in Concession k4.

The Frontenac was the first steamboat to arrive in Presqu'lle Harbour. This
boat was built in 1816 having 18 paddles in the wheels which were each forty
feet in circumference. The boat itself was 170 feet long and could reach a
speed of 10 1/2 miles per hour. In 1825 this became the first steamer
to enter Presqu'lle Bay. Mr. I.M. Wellington wrote:

"Although Grandfather had helped to build many a large vessel, yet
he had never seen a steamboat. One day, the Frontenac came puffing
into the Harbour. The o0ld gentleman, hearing the noise, sprang to
his feet, and asked what was making the noise; but when he got

sight of the boat rounding Salt Point, making her way into the
harbour and dropping anchor, he raised both hands to his head,

exclaiming that the world was coming to an end, when we see a
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ship run without sails. In after days, many a hearty laugh did
the young people have at Grandfather's expense over his first
sight of a steamboat."

I.M. Wellington speaks of his Grandfather Gibson in another article.

"Grandfather Gibson, having lost his wife about twelve years after
his schooner was burned and living then mostly alone generally

took his meals with one of his daughters, but would sleep and

remain the most of the time in his own house, which had two large
rooms, with a large fireplace in each, and as he was passionately fond
of little children and greatly enjoyed their company, one fine
summer's day he took one of his grandsons about four years of age,
down to see a family with a lot of children that had lately moved
into his house. .The little boy, glad to make the acquaintance

of the newcomers, ran away with grandpa to the next house, and

on their arrival the little fellow rushed in to see the folks, as

he called them. He ran from room to room in search of them, and when
he could not find anyone he turned around, and with great earnestness
asked Grandpa where the new folks were. His grandfather

took him by the hand and led him to look up the chimney, where, to
the great surprise of the little boy, there was a host of little
chimney swallows that had built their mud nests in the chimney, and
were flying in and out of the top, gathering food for their little
ones; and many a hearty laught did grandpa have in after days when
he told the story of his little grandson, how he jumped up and down,
laughing and clapping his hands, to see the mother bird come in with
a worm in her mouth to feed her 1little babies."

In 1816 Messrs. S.S. Wilmot and Steigman actually opened up the Kingston
to York road cutting out a path of four roods wide and grubbed for two roods.
In 1824 Messrs. Birdsall and Walkins completed the survey of Cramahe and Murray
townships. They divided the lots into smaller village lots.

Hilton has always been closely associated with Brighton. Although
Joshua Webster settled there in 1816 and in 1851 became a local preacher there
is no definite knowledge of when Hilton obtained its present name.

S.S. Huff had a colonial residence and estate situated on the shore of Lake
Ontario and bordering on the isthmus connecting Presqu'Ile with the main body
of land. This man, of quiet unobtrusive mien but great personality, was a
patron of the author in the 1860's and his great grandfather's daughter
was the author's grandmother. The Huffs were supposed to be of Palatine

stock and as United Empire Loyalists accepted land in Adolphustown.

The earliest mention of the Methodist Episcopals in the vicinity of
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to Solomon Lownsbury on March 4, 1816 but he bought it back again in 1817.
On December 24, 1816 Edward Goodyear Jr. sold part of Lot 1 Concession 2
of Brighton Pownship to Thomas D. Sanford. On December 4 he had sold the first
100 acres to Edward Goodyear Senior. Timothy Thompson sold the 200 acres of
Lot 3 Concession 1 in Brighton Township to Benjamin Whitney. The sale was dated
September 9, 1816. David T. McKenzie settled as a farmer on Lot 34 Concession
B and was later listed as a grain dealer.
THE KINGSTON GAZETTE of June 1817 said:
"It was only after the War of 1812, that an attempt was made to open
a line of stage travel from Kingston to York over roads which as
yet had certainly not been made."
In 1809 Andrew Johnson carried the mail from Kingston to York fording
streams as best he could. When the War of 1812 started war news was carried
in dispatches on horseback. Ordinary mail during war was also carried on
horseback along the Kingston—York Highway. It was a dangerous business,for
highwaymen were always present. In 1815 while travelling between Brighton and
Smithfield "one sprang from behind a tree, seized the horse by the bit,
while another with a muzzle of a musket to the mail-boy's
head demanded the mail, the mail bags being found some weeks
later, stored away under a bridge in a ravine just east
of where Aaron Coulter's house stands.’
In 1817 mail began to be carried by stage and the first driver was
Samuel Purdy. He was succeeded by J. Powers, Jonathan Ogden and in 1829
by William Weller. The stage commenced running from Kingston to York leaving
Kingston every Monday morning at 6 o'clock and York every Thursday morning
at the same hour. Each passenger was allowed from 20 to 28 pounds of baggage
and was charged for surplus. The fare was $18 and the journey lasted three
days. It is interesting to note that the stage after it left Brighton could
not proceed to the Trent River. The only way of crossing the river was by

scow for a bridge was not built until 10 years later. On the contrary the

stage proceeded into Prince Edward County via the towns of Wellington, Picton

and Adolphustown and finally reacked the mainland. Prince Edward Street, in
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the village was named after Prince Edward County. In the 1900's stages
in the form of automobiles ran north from Brighton to Campbellford.

The first doctor in the area was Pitken Gross. He practised from 1817 until
approximately 1871 but is not mentioned in the Ensign of 1873.

Many of Brighton's early citizens were members of the Masonic Body. The
Lodge, officially known as the United Lodge No. 29, G.R.C., is very old and has
had an interesting history. In 1817 Richard Bullock was made a member in
Quebec and his certificate was later given to the local lodge..

York, by 1817 had grown to 1,827 people and Belleville now had a
population of 125. Cobourg or'Hardscabble" could as yet only boast three houses
while Brighton had 1 or 2 houses in a dense forest, according to Mr. Loomis.

Lot 3 of Concession 1, was listed first in 1807 as owned by Henry Brandt
and was sold in 1812 to Timothy Thompson and again in 1817 to Benjamin
Whitney. Each of these sales consisted of the entire 200 acre lof,

On August 4th Solomon Lownsbury sold to William Lownsbury his part of
Lot 35 Concession B in Brighton Township and on August 1l4th Lownsbury resold
the lot to James Iyons. Also on May 23, 1817 James Richardson Sr. sold to
James Lyons part of Lot 1, Concession 1, Brighton and on May 24th he sold
to James Richardson Jr. part of the southern half of the same lot.

The bateaux were followed by Durham boats. They were an improvement but
like the bateaux had difficulty in mounting the St. Lawrence from Montreal
where nearly all the supplies had to be purchased. Because of the direction of
the rapids the settlers could sell but not buy so easily. It is easy to
understand therefore why between 1818 and 1828 business by such boats was about
three times greater going down the river than coming up. Salt was always
transported at the lowest possible rates. The charge was three shillings nine
pence per cwt.in 1825.

In 1818 M. Strevils from New York State came to live near Reverend Webster.
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On May 1, 1819 John Singleton mortgaged to Edward Goodyear the
half of Lot 1 Concession 2 in Cramahe for 250 pounds. David W. Rogers
received a crown grant on July 8, of 200 acres which was Lot 2, Concession 2
of Brighton Township. The 200 acres between Main and Platt Streets and north
of Main Street known as Lot 1 Concession 2 were owned in 1803 by Edward
Goodyear. In 1811 John Nix bought this land and sold 100 acres of the
western half in 1817 to Thomas D. Sanford. In 1819 John Singleton bought
90 acres of the eastern half.

The following is a list of settlers for whom there is no address but their

1877 home address. The original date of their entry into Brighton is also

recorded.

1805 F. Vansicklin Concession B Lot 29

1809 Mrs. M. Perry Concession 4 Lot 29 Farmer

1812 Abner Gibson Concession 1 Lot 28

1814 Thos. H. Brown Brighton Agricultural Agent

1815 Robert Potts Sr. Concession 5 Lot 4 Hilton

1816 Daniel T. McKenzie Concession B lot 34 Farmer and grain
dealer

1818 Mrs. E. McKenzie Concession B Iot 34 Farmer

1818 W. Mills Concession A Iot 29

1819 Henry Nix Concession 4 Lot 4

On Christmas Day 1819 the father of Henry Montgomery landed at Kingston
having left his home in Duchess County New York because he desired to settle
under the British flag. He settled in the 4th concession. Practically all
the people mentioned so far actually settled on the land but within the village
it is not known whether the people_who bought the land actually settled on it.
Edward Goodyear who has previously been mentioned did not settle immediately.

Travelling menageries and circuses were passing from town to town as early

as 1820. 1In 1836 one passed from Kingston to Tormnto and Brighton citizens
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most likely viewed it. In 1840 the zebra, camel, lions etc. were featured
at Cobourg. The proprietor stressed that it was not a mountebank show but

was suitable for the most refined and religious communities.

The first name for our town was Singleton s Corners after John Singleton,

the son of Captain George Singleton who after serving in the 1776 war
was granted 5000 acres of land a part of which forms the present city of
Belleville or Singleton's River as it was known in 1811.

The following letter is included in this chapter for the sake of interest.

COPY OF LETTER FROM EDWARD GOODYEAR TO CAMDEN, N.Y.

Dear Sir:

To your advantage I have made a trade with the bearer of this letter,
Mr. David N. Castle and got a small place from him in this town and have giwven
him my oblagation and mortgage against you which he wants to make a trade
with you and take part money and part of the profits therefrom.

My family wants to go down to the southland and that was why I wanted
to turn it into another place although I did not suit myself but I could not
make any other trade without promising all money and I think that it will
be for your advantage and somewhat my disadvantage because I could do as well
again with the money. You undoubtedly will send me some money that the
people had paid you for me. Short has paid you what is due altogether
likely. I am in more want of money now than ever. I did not think it
proper for me to come out to Canada as long as I could send. If some
other collector's hands for my necessity is great. By their paying me I shall
be able to wait on you for that note. Please to do the best you can for me.
Please to spur up Dewlittle to fulfill his payments and set the wheels by if
you can't sell them. Please to write to me the particulars of all the business
as I got but one letter from you that was dated the 24of May. Undoubtedly you
will come and see me next winter if not before. If you come before winter
any time when you come I will take a wagon and carry you to Chag Harbour when
you want to return and it will be nothing more than a pleasant ride for you as
you can go from the Harbour to your place by steam boat. Have Mr. Kingsbury
come with you. Factory cotton is cheap if you want to trade in that line and
can help you to forward it on to the water so you need not bring your own team.
As for the cheapness of cotton goods you can find out by Mr. Hines that will
be with Mr. Castle but I think that they are less than one York shilling
per yard by the quantity because I have bought by the single piece for 15
cents per yard. I wrote you a letter some time ago in answer to the one that
I rec'd having date 24 of May. When you write to me direct it Camden, Oneida
County, York State. That being left out perhaps was the cause of the long
delay. Please to send me my part hide that he gave me. Please to write me
whether you got a note of Short for the order that I sent you from Kingston
and please to have Short or some other person that owes me there get me some
blue cloth for a pair of overalls and shirting cambric for two shirts and send
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it to me by Castle. If there is any change for to take a still on shares or
pay on Smiths Crick if you come out or send word to the effect I will go

out and still next winter. Stilling here is dull at present. I made 3000
gallons of whiskey last winter but whiskey is so cheap there is nothing

to be made. Whiskey in plenty for 1s 3d H.C. per gallon. If Sanford does
not pay that note please to convey it to Mr. Ward and the other two notes
which I shall send by Castle to you and take Ward's receipt for the three

as I shall write Ward a line to proceed and put it in your letter not
sealed and if you have to send the notes to Ward you can seal the letter.

Also I shall send you some notes against Richard Loomis and if you can get
any good property of him or his brothers please to take it and if not you
can keep the notes till I see you. Please to receipt them to Castle as he
has receipted them to me. If you have to send the notes to Ward send the
account likewise. If you come out here please to fetch my bench screw and
nut and one little wheel if possible.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Edward Goodyear Jr.
Camden August 30, 1820
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town of Newcastle was "so difficult of access that it will be a long time before
it will become settled as a town and the few persons who did settle there
have moved away''. They recommended starting a new town in Concession C,
Lot 34 which is now Gosport. This proposal meant transfering the town of Newcastle
to Freeman's Point which was part of Concession C, Lot 34 and encompassed
between 2,000 and 3,000 acres which included the present harbaur. The men
who signed the petition were justified in their action. For many years the
only direct approach to the Lime Kiln was from the west along the road which
skirted the lake. Otherwise one could take the Kingston York Road via a road
between lots 6 and 7 1/2 mile west of the kiln or along an often overgrown road
leading to Spencer's Point and then to the village. In other words,
the direct route via Ontario Street did not exist even as late as 1858.
Pirates existed in the area and the following petition to Sir Peregrine

Maitland concerns them. It said in part:

"That the reserve broken front '"C" of lot No. 34 in the Township

of Murray, would make a number of excellent farms and the wild

state of the place afforded a shelter to a gang of pirates last

war, from which they could come forth and capture and annoy our boats
as they passed by."

Signed: Cramahe, 20 March, 1821
Jas. Richardson, Jr.
Collector of Customs

James Lyons
D. McG. Rogers H. Ruttan

James Richardson, Sr.
T. Ward
J.A. Keeler

Jon. Peters
Bapres Young

Sheriff Ruttan, the nephew of Peter Ruttan and sheriff of the County
of Northumberland was quite intimately connected with our village. 1In
March of 1821 he was one of those who petitioned the closing of the town on
Presqu'Ile Point and the establishment of the Town of Gosport. Later

he possessed considerable property selling, in 1849, no less than 18 lots

among which was lot 35 on the northeast corner of Platt and Sanford Streets to
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to E.E. Bullock. He so0ld lot 55 on the present site of St. Andrew's
Church, lot 56 on the northeast corner of Main and Platt Streets and
lot 52,a part of what is now Memorial Park to Thomas D. Sanford..
The ownership of Lot 1, Concession 1 changed as reported by the County
Registry Office:
February 14, 1809, a Crown grant to James Richardson of 2@0 acres

May 24, 1817 James Richardson Sr. sold to James Richardson Jr.
part of the southern section

June 6, 1817, James Richardson, Jr., sold to James and Sarah Lyons,
the southern section.

June 19, 1821 James and Sarah Iyons sold back to James Richardson, Sr.,
the same part.

Three new settlers are recorded with their addresses in 1877 and the dates

upon which they entered the Brighton area:

Darius Simpson 1821 Concession 2 Lot 7
James Short 1822 Concession 5 Lot 4 Hilton
M. Ireland 1822 Concession A Lot 28
R.J. Morrow 1823 Concession 5 Lot 3

In 1822 the Law Society of Upper Canada was made a corporate body to
which all persons then practising law would belong.
In 1822 John Singleton was chosen master of the United Masonic Lodge
functioning at the Carrying Place and later coming to Brighton.
The following quote is from Guillet's book EARLY LIFE IN UPPER CANADA.
"In 1822, John Bigsby accompanied a surveying party of the
Boundary Commission from Kingston. The expedition coasted
along the Bay of Quinte and crossed the portage at Carrying
Place. They kept close to the shore all the way up Lake
Ontario, camping at night in a small tent. Bigsby says
'We never saw a human being from Presqu'Ile to Toronto,
very few houses and those miserable ones, only once or twice
we caught sight of the smoke of a distant steamer or heard in the
morning the loud complaint of the loon."
As early as 1824 the government gave grants for Sunday Schools. Canniff

quotes the Reverend George F. Playter,the Wesleyan Minister in Brighton

as saying:



"In 1824 the Upper Canada Parliament granted 150 pounds for the
use and encouragement of Sunday Schools and for indigent and
remote settlements in the purchase of books and tracts.'

Early in the 1820's there were still slaves close to Brighton. Canniff
wrote:

"We have before us the copy of an assignment made in 1824, by Eli
Keeler, of Haldimand, Newcastle, to William Bell, of Thurlow, of

a Mulatto boy, Tom, in which it is set forth, that the said boy

has time unexpired to serve as the child of a female slave, namely

ten years from the 29th Feb. 1824, according to the laws of the Province
for the sum of X 75. Probably, this was the last slave in Canada whose
service closed, 1835."

One of the men who passed through the village while doing their daily work
and was always welcome to the people of the town was George Mink, the driver
of the stage. According to Canniff he was the descendent of an old slave that
belonged to William Herkimer.

Dry goods stores existed at the same time as home spinning and carding
mills. Although the goods could be made cheaper and better at home there was
an attraction to the stores. An 0ld:.bill of sale dated 1824, shows that
Isaac C. Proctor bought a number of articles from a John Gilway amongst which
are noted one dress handkerchief for 3s, 4 skeins of thread for 4d, 4 skeins of
silk for 10 d., 1 yard of twist for four d., 2% yards of shirting for 6s.3d.
and 3/4 yards of muslin for 3s. No record remains of where Mr. Gilway's
store was located. In 1824 Isaac C. Proctor purchased plates and spoons from
the same John Gilway. He bought 6 plates at 4d. each, 4 bowls at 9 d. each,

% dozen teaspoons for 2s. 6d., % dozen wine glasses for l4s. 3d., one hand wash
basin at 3%s., and one penknife for ls. 3d. These purchases amounted to

over 8 pounds and were paid for largely by bushels of ashes, some butter and
only 10 shillings in cash. Another invoice shows that Isaac C. Proctor bought
from John Gilway one 1 pound of tea for 7s. 6d., % pound of pepper for

ls., % pound alspice for 1ls. 3d. The price of tea averaged over $1.70 a

pound and was also paid for by bushels of ashes. As ashes were not easy to

transport we conclude that Mr. Gilway's store was not far from Mr. Proctor.
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Mrs. J.E. Solomon in her writings refered to 1837 but the situation was
similar in the 1820's:

""Tea seemed to be the hardest thing to get, for it was from

$1.00 to $1.50 a pound and as money was scarce it tock

alot of grain to buy a pound. It was still mainly kept for

company. When one got a pound they sent a drawing to all

the nearby neighbors and they in turn would pay it back when

they got some."

Before 1824 Brighton had no small lots. Josiah Proctor and John
Singleton were the only settlers on their farms of 100 or 200 acres.
Other owners were probably speculators.
The village name from 1824 to 1848 was The Corners. The West End was
later added and was used from about 1850 to 1855.
James Richardson Sr. was always a firm believer in the potential of the

southern part of his holdings. He believed that this land should be
held and hence so0ld parts of his northern holdings which he believed to be
of less value. The sales of land south of Main Street and east of Centre Street
were kept up until his death. In March of 1824 he sold two acres to
I.B. Tillotson. In June of 1827 he sold one acre to Thomas D. Sanford. In
February of 1827 he sold one acre to his son and in August of 1829 he sold
one acre to Ebenzer Lindsley and 1 1/5 acres to Charlotte George.

A complete record of the early transfers of land and ownership of Lot

one, Concession one as supplied by the County Registry Office follows:

1809 February 1k Crown Grant to James Richardson - 200 acres

1817 May ol James Richardson Sr. to James Richardson Jr.
South Part

1817 June 6 James Richardson to James and Sarah Lyons
South Part

1821 June 19 James and Sarah Lyons to James Richardson Sr.
South Part

1824  March 26 James Richardson to Ira B. Tillotson - 2 acres
north part

1824  June 14 J. and Margaret Singleton to Benjamin Davidson
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BRIGHTON AND VICINITY
CHAPTER XII

1855

When the second half of the century was five years o0ld assessment
commissioners recorded that there were 610 householders in the newly formed
township of Brighton. Records show that two newspapers and several new
shops existed along the streets. Taverns and toll-gates were plentiful.

The township council was swamped with petitions for new and improved
roads. The railway had been completed@ and the first train had gone through
the town.

A hotel was situated near the G.T.R. station in these days. It had
different names at various dates and was probably situated on lot 8 on the
north west corner of Railroad and Monk Streets. In 1855 this hotel was-
called the Railroad House and was managed by Alex Grenn who apparently operated
this business until 1864. At this time the name was changed to the Sportsman's
Hotel and was owned by John L.Bryant.

Records show that four toll gates were in operation near the village.

Toll gate no. 1 was on the Brighton Gravel Road at the junction of Cedar

and Prince Edward Street. A second gate was placed in 1855 near A.J. Wright's
house which was about 10 chains to the west of the gate. This was considered

to be a very profitable gate. In 1855 James Chisholm paid 17 pounds 10 shillings
to be the gate-keeper. He was vouched for by A.C. Singleton, W.H. Sanford an
innkeeper and James Cryderman the reeve. In the following year the position

was given to Miron Butler.

The revenue from the toll-gates was needed. This is illustrated by the
following claim which Philip Sullivan made for compensation:

"To the Municipal Council of the Township of Brighton.
Gentlemen I claim one hundred and flfgy pounds for

right of way for the gravel road running through my
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attened and established on the allowance for road between lots No.

10 and 11 commencing at the front of said concession and from thence
along the allowance for road to the cross road running through said
tenth concession and from thence leaving the allowance for road

and running westerly on a direct line to a post marked R or on the
boundary between Brighton and Percy which said post stands about

six rods west of the line between said lots No.10 and 11 and should be
the east side of the proposed new road running four rods west for

the west side as shown by the diagram on second page.

Abram Dingman
Surveyor

Sarah Sheaver petitioned Council to pay for land taken by the Percy
Road and for fencing required by the new road.
"To the municipal council of the township of Brighton

The petition of the undersigned humbly sheweth that the gravelled
road now building crosses lot number thirty six in the third
concession of this township, now in possession of your petitioner.
That your petitioner has suffered great inconvenience not only

from the loss of ground occupied by said road but also from having
the remaining part open to commons. Your petitioner therefore prays
that you will take her case into your favorable consideration and
allow her such sum as will be sufficient to pay for fencing the road,
and compensate for the value of the land actually occupied by said
gravelled road and your petitioner as in duty bound will ever

pray.
Brighton 20th April, 1855 her
Sarah X Sheaver
mark

The lay-out of Young, Prince Edward and Cedar Streets was begun by Mr.

Greely. In 1824 Messrs. Birdsall and Walkins completed his work. In
April 1855 a petition signed by Joshua Webster, John Sprung, Benjamin
Sprung, R.J. Morrow, Richard Delong, J.C. Squier and others.declared
that they wanted to locate the boundary line between Cramahe and Murray
Townships exactly. This was completed on December 24, 1855 by J.S. Peterson
who said:

"I traced all the boundary lines of the several Concessions on

on the western boundary of the Township of Cramahe by producing

picket lines from the front to the rear of each concession across which

I laid down meridians from the observations of the North Star in every
instance on the star's preatest eastern elongation.....l obtained
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evidence of the original posts in the several concessions next

adjacent to the said boundary between the Townships of Cramahe and
Brighton....I took meridians crossing the said boundary also upon the
star's greatest eastern elongation and produced the boundary line
between C amahe and Brighton through the several Concessions parallel

to the said western boundary of Cramahe...I planted permanent stone
monuments at the southeast and northeast angles of Lot No. 11 in the
several concessions. They are, therefore fifty links to the west of the
true boundary as set forth by proclamation of the 3rd of

December 1852. This was done in order to preserve the stone monuments...
Copies of the evidence to the original posts I herewith hand you...."

Even by this time some of the older survey monuments could not be found.
John Simpson took an oath which stated:

"that he has lived on lot No. 4 in the second Concession of Brighton
for the last fifty-seven years; that he knew the original corner post
between lots Nos. 3 and 4 well; that when the o0ld post began to
decay, he this deponent planted a stone in the exact place where the
original post did stand between the said lots. This deponent

further said that the stone that he had this day pointed out

to J.S. Peterson, P.L.S. is the same stone and is now standing in the
same place where the original post for the said lot did stand when
this deponent first knew it fifty-seven years ago."

Isaac Wilton took an affadavit re the location of a boundary post also:

" ,
County of Nor%ﬁu:?irland g Isaac Welton of the Township of

(

Cramahe in the said county yeoman maketh oath and saith that he
rlanted a stone monument at the south-east angle of Lot Number
twenty two in the second concession of the said township of
Cramahe exactly at the foot of a cedar tree which tree was the
original boundary between lots number twenty-two and twenty-one
in front of the said second concession of Cramahe aforesaid.

Sworn before me

at Cramahe this Signed (
2Lth December 1855 (
H. Peterson, P.S.S.

Isaac Welton

On September 28, 1855 the grocery store of W.R. Bullock inserted the
following advertisement in THE BRIGHTCN WEEKLY FLAG:
"Just received at store of W.R. Bullock

Salt
Indian Meal

Cheese
Syrup

Pork
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set down opposite his name for his own use and benefit, so help
me, God.

(Sgd.) John B. Young
Sworn before me at Brighton this 15th day of April, 1855.
(Sgd.) J.W. Cryderman, J.P."

The oath taken by Augustus Spencer was in all respects similar to that
taken by John B. Young. The word 'Cramahe' was in the latter case, substituted
for the word 'Murray’'.

These two gentlemen listed six hundred and ten householders or freeholders
in the new township of Brighton, a partial list of which has been found and is

reproduced below:

Name Occupation Age
T.H. Ketchum Merchant 53
John M. Lawson Yoeman 56
Gilbert H. Morrison Auctioneer Lg
Charles Milligan, (Presqu'Ile Point) 25
Henry Meade Physician 54
Fanning E. Marsh Merchant 31
John McAlease Blacksmith 26
Henry Nix, Yoeman 25
Oliphant and White Printers
Perer Peister Yoeman 50
Willett M. Platt Lumber
Anthony Parr Saddler 29
Pelitiah Procter. Physician 28
Isaac C. Procter 64
John E. Procter Merchant 30
Procter and Deacon . Merchants
Josiah Procter Yoeman 33
John Quick Sailor 25
William Quick Wharfinger 51
Silvester Richmond Yoeman 53
Tchabod Richmond Lawyer 27
Harlow Rowley" Yoeman L3
John H. Rathburn Blacksmith 33
William W. Smith Watchmaker 37
Edward H. Smith Merchant 33
Abijah Smith Merchant 6L
William Swetman Lighthouse keeper 67
James C. Stricker Yoeman(Presqu'Ile
Point) 54

Henry Squier Merchant 39
George Singleton Yoeman Lo
William Henry Sanford Innkeeper Lo
Thos. D. Sandord Yoeman 25

Joiner L7

Augustus Spencer
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Name Occupation Age
John Sprung Yoeman 64
Benjamin Sprung Yoeman 33
Isaac Squier Yoeman(Con. part
of lot 7) 27

Richard Squier Yoeman (Con.2, Lot ) 41
Benjamin Simpson Tanner 26
Darius Simpson Yoeman 33
Obediah Simpson (Con.B part of

lot 33) 6l
A.C. Singleton Merchant 34
Isaiah Thayer Saddler 23
Nathaniel Thayer Yoeman 66
William R. Taylor Teacher 34
Patrick Turley Contractor il
Silvenus Van Wicklen Blacksmith Lz
Wilson W. Webb Merchant 28
Isaac M. Wellington Baker 33
Charles T. White Printer (Con B. part

of lot 35)

Robt. Wynn Shoemaker 30
Olcott Wells Yoeman 22
Alfred J. Wright Yoeman Lg
Joshua Webster Yoeman 60

(Con. 4 part of lot 6)
Griffin Wait Yoeman L7

(Con. 5 W. 1/2 of lot 9)
John Wade Yoeman L7
Wilmot Wells Yoeman 30

(Con. 3, parts of lots 3 and 4)
Jesse Wells. Yoeman 60

(Con. 3, part of lot 3)
John B. Young Cabinetmaker Ly

The total value of the real estate and personal property was assessed at
165,638 pounds.

School property was even in dispute although land was plentiful and of
little value except for tax levies. Mr. Spencer wrote to the Council as
follows:

"To the Chairman and Gentlemen that compose the Council:-

I have had the honour of being made the representative of School

Section No. 6 in the township of Brighton by a majority of the

freeholders and householders in said Section, to represent them in the

divisions of School Section 6 and School Section No. 1 in the Township
of Brighton, when a resolution was brought up at the annual meeting the

tenth of January last in School Section 6 to enpower the representatives
of said Section to receive any portion of property from School Section
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demonstration in Oswego on the 4th of July. Weller's Beach has since all
washed away and the bay is now part of Lake Ontario and Bald Head is an
island in the lake.

In the vear 1855 the Dominion Government allocated numbers to different
post offices. Brighton became known as Post Office No. 6. There were no
stamps and no envelopes at that time, a letter being written and folded was
sealed at the back with sealing wax. The address was then written on the front
and the postage was paid by the receiver. Mr. J. Lockwood continued to
insert the names of people who had received letters in the local paper.

In 1855 the officers of the Bible Society were: William Butler (President),
Reverend S.W. LaDu, H. Bulkley, A.C. Singleton, J.F. Sherman, Samuel
Sherwood, William Bowles, Charles Worden, Isaiah Thayer, James Rankin and
Joseph Day.

As early as 1855 the downward trend in the lumber business was apparent.
Willet M. Platt was mentioned as the only lumber merchant and although
saw mills are assumed to have existed there is no specific record of them.,

In these early times the carriage business was flourishing and was
operated by artisans especially trained in this occupation. The following information
is mostly taken from the collectors rolls and the dates and names  which
were given refer to the commencement of the business. Starting in 1851 Robert
Clarke, Joseph Palmer and John Short were listed as carriagemakers. In 1853
James €lark was added to the roll. By 1855 John Abraham had opened a
carriage shop and evidently expected special orders dealing in cash. THE
BRIGHTON WEEKIY FLAG of September 25 said:

"Buggies and carriages now in the course of manufacture. For
custom work of all kinds, we shall insist on ready pay."

No doubt Mr. Abraham had some extra skill and employed skilled workmen to

satisfy special tastes.
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A saddlery shop was started in 1850 by Daniel O'Connor who in three
months earned 9 pounds 2 shillings for his services. It was sold in 1851 to
B. Franklin and John Maybee. In 1854 a saddler shop was operated at the
south-east corner of Young and Dundas Streets. It stood exactly where
the 0ld Proctor House or the Clarendon Hotel (as it was later called) was
located. According to available records this shop was taken over in 1855
by Anthony Parr.
Messrs. Platt, Bettes and Witt acdvertised their flour mill in THE BRIGHTON
WEEKLY FLAG of September 28, 1855. Mr. H.C. Bettes operated these
mills nntil at least 1864.
A good old fashioned teapot sold in 1855 for 1 shilling 3 pence.
Port, Indian meal and corn starch were some of the items offered for sale at the
store of W.R. Bullock.
In 1855 Robert Barker opened Brighton's first drug store. Undaunted by Mr.
Barker's coming S.P. Gross felt that his pills were still one of the six
aids to health in Brighton and he advertised as follows:
"For sea sickness - stay at home.
For drunkeness ~ drink cold water.
For accidents - keep out of danger.
To keep out of Jail - pay your debts.
To make money - advertise in the Flag.
For Health - Take Gross' Pills.
Peter Huffman, who had formerly rented Hodges Tavern bought the hotel
in 1855. There were also four . taverns in the area besides the larger ones
already described, They were owned by:
Robert Potts who paid £ 5 for a tavern licence.
Henry Coulter who paid Z 7 10 s. for a tavern licence.

Mantine North who paid X 7 10 s. for a tavern licence.
Stephen Chase who paid ¥ 9 for a tavern licence.

Robert Potts operated a hotel in Hilton but the other three lived in

the village of Brighton.
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Begs to announce to Ladies and Gentlemen of Brighton

and the public generally he has fitted up the Salon

lately occupied by Mr. Boyce. Mr. Nelson is confident
that from his long experience in the Daguerrotype business
he will be able to please the most fastidious."”

THE BRIGHTON WEEKLY FLAG

In 1855 the following marriages occurred:

Age Township
Jan 1 Palmer Terry 23 Murray
Rebecca Powell 21 Murray
Jan.l1l5 Thomas Delong 25 Cramahe
Ann Linden 23 Cramahe
Jan. 18 Tobias Rychman 23 Murray
Jane Spicir 19 Murray
Mar. 6 Edmond Wm
Hendricks 27 Murray
Hannah M.
Thompson 2k Brighton
Mar. 13 John Barry Lo Cramahe
Mary Ann Brown 25 Cramahe
Mar. 21 James H. Fall 24 Murray
Amelia S. Blackerl? Murray
Apr. 16 John Cornilius 23 Cramahe
Sarah Eliza Joneslh Cramahe
May 6 John McNally 21 Brighton
Catharine Whitneyl? Brighton
June 4 Arthur Oakes 2k Lindsay
Rachel Terrill 20 Brighton
June 10 Silvester Kelley 24 Cramahe
Mary Mark 17 Brighton
July 14 Cyrus Potter 60 Cramahe
Emeline Windower 50 Brighton
Aug. 27 Wm. Ryan McNutt 30 Cramahe
Fliza Ann
Reynolds 25 Cramahe
Nov. 5 Wm. Cole 23 Brighton
Margaret Fusee 18 Brighton
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Appendix IT

County of Northumberland: To Wit: Sylvester Richmond of the Township of
Brighton in the said county of Northumberland, yeoman, being duly

sworn deposeth and saith that he has been acquainted with the

original cornerpost standing at the south east angle of lot number three
in the fifth concession of the said Township of Brighton for a period
of thirty four years or upwards, he knew it well. The post was first
shewed to this deponant by Adam Truman Snider the occupant of lot
number two. This deponent has since owned lot number three and has

had continuous knowledge of when the post stood ever since. This
deponent further saith that he has this day pointed out to Joseph S.
Peterson, Land Surveyor, the saic post with a part of the marks still
upon it standing in the same place that it did when deponent first knew it,
furthermore this deponant saith not.

(Signed) Sylvester Richmond

Sworn before me at Brighton
this 27th day of September, 1855
J.S. Peterson, P.S.S.

Appendix III
Specification of Embankment across Ravine near Crouters.

Embankment to be 13 ft. high from bottom of Ravine 24 ft. wide at top
sides sloped 1/2 to 1. Culvert to be of stone 18 in. 2 ft. in the

clear. The Hills east and west of the Embankment to be cut down so as to
form a regular grade the cutting to commence 17 rods more or less from
East side of Embankment and 13 rods more or less from the west side.

The Imbankment to be Gravelled in the centre 12 ft. wide and 9 in. deep.

The railing to be composed of cedar posts set firmly, say not less than

3 feet in the ground to project not less than four feet above the

surface with plank 1 1/2 inches thick and & inches wide firmly spiked

on the top and the same kind of plank let into the centre of said posts

and securely nailed as shown on plan. The cutting of the above mentioned
hills to be as_follows the road to be made 18 ft. wide with suitable

ditches on each side. The whole to be done in a workman like manner and to the
satisfaction of the committee appointed to superintend the same, and to

be completed by the first day of November 18355.



- 323 -

BRIGHTON AND VICINITY

CHAPTER XIIT

1856

The most far reaching event of this year was the coming of the
railroad. Monroe Lawson was one of the few people still living in 1936
who saw the entrance of the first G.T.R. train. His nephew E.C. Guillet
relates Mr. Lawsonts experiences in THE BRIGHTON ENSIGN of July 31st, 1931:

t'He watched the workmen surveying for the Grand Trunk Railway
and his brother Clinton, helped clear the way for the roadbed.
The land was purchased from the settlers and the timber given
to them for clearing it. Contracts for the railroad were
let by sections and local labor aided by a gang of Irish
workmen prepared the roadbed. Horse scrapers were used for
all the grading and parts of the line were ready for use in
1855. Mr. Lawson well remembers climbing to the roof to
see the first train of gravel cars pass through the farm,
the line had been completed to Kingston in 1853 and in
October 1856 all was in readiness for the first through
train from Toronto to Montreal. Local celebrations had
been held from time to time as sections of the line were
completed but a crowd was assembled at every station on
October 27, 1856 when the first train passed through.
Probably no event in Canadian history had ever created
such public enthusiasm as the completion of the Grand
Trunk Railway. A two-day celebration was held in Montreal;
about 8,000 attended the grand ball where ''the ladies!
hoops suffered considerably;t'': and nearly a mile of
tablecloth and 44,000 knives, forks, tumblers and wine
glasses were needed for a huge banquet in the Company's
new workshop at Peint St. Charles.t?

We are told (see Ensign of September 7th, 1900) that:
trJames Nesbitt arrived at Brighton a passenger on this
first G.T.R. train running from Montreal to Toronto
on_the 4th day of November 1856.1¢
James Nesbitt was the father of one of our former reeves, S.G.M.

Nesbitt. Mr. Lon Simpson is my authority for the statement that the

wood was put into this first engine by Mr. Jacob Jaction. Mr. and Mrs.
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G.F. Bull were among those on the first G.T.R. train.

Taverns, inns, stage houses and hotels held a very important place in
the life of the area. This was diminished somewhat when the railroad
entered. Previously travelling by stage had not been easy and the
travellers liked a rest and a bath after a long trip. They would then
gather around the open fireplace where they related their adventures.

The host was always concerned about their welfare. He was always in close
touch with everything that was going on in the village and was generally

the first informed on the news of distant parts. Hence it was that discussions
of Clergy Reserves, bad roads, and European news generally took place

in his establishment.

In 1856 the following people were married:

Jan. 25 James W. Harnden 22 Brighton
Sarah Thompson 17 Brighton
Feb. 6 Peter Steben 30 Brighton
Rosanna Corperow 27 Brighton
June 9 Thomas Chatin 56 Cramahe
Hannah Gain 50 Brighton
June 11 George Gunn 30 Cramahe
Catharine Corperow 24 Brighton
Nov. 6 James Windover 23 Brighton
Mary Hogan 20 Brighton
Nov. 11 George Palmer 20 Cramahe
Elizabeth Ryckman 16 Cramahe
Dec. 14 Richard Delong 50 Brighton
Margaret Lawson 30 Brighton

At this time an attempt was made to form a Ladiest' Lodge. This
was a very unique event and the writer had never before heard of such an
occurrence. Miss Barker was one of those who became a member. The lodge

members according to Mrs. Wellington Lapp were called 'tHeroines of Jerichorr,
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Fashionable clothes became more and more a concern of the inhabitants
of the area as the settlement developed. Hoops were first noticed in the
year 1856. Speaking again of the opening of the G.T.R. on October 27
Monroe Lawson said:

'1a two-day celebration was held in Montreal - about 8000
attended the grand ball where the ladies' hoops suffered
considerably.'!' (See the reminiscences of Monroe Lawson
in the Ensign of July 31, 1931).

Thus we are assured that hoops were popular in Brighton as well as in
Montreal.

In 1856 Council said:

t*that it shall not be lawful for any person or persons to
ride or drive any horse, ox or oxen or any vehicle over
the sidewalks in their village.t!

We do not have any definite information about where Council met in
1856. In that year we are told that Council determined that it was
necessary that they have tta suitable Booktt' and authorized E.H. Smith,
the reeve, to purchase one for 2 pounds 1lOs.

In December of 1856 Council had three methods before them for the
disposal of the clergy reserve funds:

a) Applied to the Township debt

b) Appropriated for Common School purposes

¢) For Township improvements

On January 5, 1857 102 votes were cast of which we know that 92
were in favour of option a). Of the few voting for option b) one notes
Hiram Buckley and Bildad Franklin.

Thomas C. Lockwood was the township clerk in 1856.

In 1856 Reverend A. Mclaren received as a salary 50 pounds for table
expenses, keeping of horse and fuel together 50 pounds quarterage.

Joseph Lockwood served as librarian in this year and received %2.

The same amount was paid to Abijah Smith the librarian at Smithfield.
Apparently up to that time Township Council owned all the books of the



79
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four different centres, for on May 28, 1859 Township Council called in

these books. Thus we read:

Received from Books
Joseph Lockwood 570
Abijah Smith 23h
John Fogerty 217
William Shaw _227
1248

.se.and in the following August appointed five librarians outside of the
village, namely Abijah Smith, I.C. Squier, George Valentine, George Wilson
and William Shaw all at a salary of $3.00 per year. Even as late as 1862
Joseph Lockwood was receiving $6.96 which even included postage. It was
in 1856 that dollars began to be used and by 1865 the English currency
system had practically disappeared.

In 1856 Peter Huffman paid nine pounds for a tavern licence.

It appears that sidewalks were firmly established in 1856. T.D. Sanford
was appointed to collect the sidewalk tax for which he was paid eight pounds
10s. while Robert Garbutt was appointed a commissioner with power to spend
seven pounds 10 shillings in repairs to walks.

In 1856 the keeper of the toll gate was Miron Butler.

The portion of land between Percy and Princess Streets was not released
by the University of Toronto until 1856. In January of that year 20 acres of
land touching North Main Street was sold to Isaac Platt and in February of
1856 the same land was sold to Harrison C. Bettes.

In 1856 D. Young Leslie was appointed the collector of customs, a
position which he held for fifteen years.

The following is a list of licences granted in 1856:
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Mar. 8 To Isaac C. Proctor Shop License

10.
Mar. 10 To Robert Potts Tavern License 5.0.0
Mar. 12 To Henry Coulter Tavern License 7.0.0
Mar. 29 To Manlius North Tavern License 7.0.0
Apr. 3 To Stephen Chase Tavern License 9.0.0
Apr. 3 To Wm. Davis Shop License 7.10.0
Apr. 4 To Peter Huffman Tavern lLicense 9.0.
Apr. 5 To Richard Bullock Shop License 7.10.0
Apr. 7 To W.H. Sanford Tavern License 9.0.0
Apr. 11 To George Purnell Negro Show License 9.15.0
Apr. 30 To James A. Chisholm Eating house License 1.5.0
May 19 To Jdohn F. Fennell Auctioneer License 2.10.0
Aug. 21 To McFarland Theatre License 1.0.0

In 1856 it is noted that a shingle mill existed in the area of Brighton.
This was an aid for house building. Before this time shingles had to be made
by hand. On Main St. were carriage shops, blacksmith shops and taverns.
For many years members of the Anglican Church were forced to do without
a church. Hopes were expressed that some gifts might be made by kindred
faiths in order that the Anglicans might have a church to worship in as
did other denominations. Alex Begg took up this cause in an editorial
on August 12, 1853:
111 believe every man has a right to choose his mode of worship
and having chosen mine all my life according to the form of
worship of the Church of England I feel a deep regret that
whilst we have a Light House at PresqutIle Point to direct
vessels in their approach to our vast harbour we have no church
in Brighton of the above denomination where the word of Christ
might shine as a guide and beacon. Surely someone of the land
owners of this vicinity would bestow an eligible site for such
' a purpose, even if he should chance to belong to a different
system of faith and worship for it would be Christlike to do so.t'?
About 1856 the Anglicans commenced having regular services and from that
date to 1861 they held such services in the old Presbyterian Church which
stood on a lot on Young Street. It was Canon Bleasdell of Trenton who
conducted such services. The first baptism recorded in the St. Paulr's
register of baptisms was that of Hannah Jane Alexander which took place
on December 8th, 1861 in the Presbyterian Church. This register is

unfortunately lost. This information comes from the HISTORY OF ST. PAUL'S

CHURCH, (75th anniversary 1931).
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BRIGHTON AND VICINITY

CHAPTER XIV
1857

It is a healthy sign to see individuals take an interest in
the welfare of their fellow citizens and in the condition of the village
as a whole. One of the ways for Brightonians to express their citizenship
is by the exercise of their vote at the stated municipal elections.
We have already mentioned how Brighton Township was divided into five
wards. As Brighton village was a part of the township the villagers
expressed their interests on subjects concerning the whole township.

In 1857 municipal elections were held in the following locations:

Ward Held Returning Officer
1 Central School House of Village Michael Gormeley
2 Town Hall of Village T.C. Lockwood

3 Wordents School House in 3rd Con. Chas. P. Worden
L Travellerts Home Malcolm McPhail
5 Thompsonts School House Gilbert Bettes

In that year the citizems voted not only for inspectors, but also
for the disposition of the clergy reserve fund. The vote was by means
of the poll book. In order to give the reader an idea of how the poll
book was used and also how some of the citizens of Ward 2 voted

I append the following exerpt from the book used on January 5, 1857.
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The above information is from Township reports dated December 1856 and
found at the Hilton Town Hall. Although I have not given the names of
all the voters, the total number of votes for each candidate is given.

In 1857 Council met at Benson's Hotel in Brighton, R. Delong's Inn
in Brighton and Allisonts Inn in Codrington. 1In 1858 it met at B.M.
Bettes' home, at the town hall and at Richard Delong's. In 1859 we
know that it met at Prieurts Inn.

In 1857 George S. Marsh the keeper of toll gate 1 felt that the gate
was worth 50 pounds 10s. Toll Gate No. 2 was in 1857 directed by John
E Proctor who paid (14l for such a privilege. This was the highest price
ever paid. This gate, like all the others, was on the Brighton Gravel
Road and probably was at the corner of Main Street or Dundas Street
so that it would intercept stage traffic from the east. Toll Gate No.
3 was placed at the strategic cormer of Main Street and o0ld Percy Road.
In 1857 the keeper was Samuel Craig. In 1859 C.B. Kemp paid $356 for
the privilege of collecting tolls. His contract was also signed by
J.C. Kemp and Henry Kemp.

Harrison C. Bettes, J.P., John Butler Jr. and Benjamin Davidson
are the only sawmill operators nmoted. D.E. Cing-Mars and A.W. Dafoe
were the tailors in 1857. The Canada Directory indicates that Edward
J. Blood was a painter and glazier in 1857.

In 1857 Van Ambourgh was permitted to exhibit in our village
on payment of a fee of 2f 10s. In view of the criticism of Begg and
others one can understand why Van Ambourgh stressed that the Christian
philosopher had to contemplate the wisdom and power of the supreme being
in the creation of animated nature. Travelling menageries held the

attention of the people during the '60t's and apparently were replaced
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in the early '80's by travelling minstrels and singers.

The question of what to do with the clergy reserve funds still
existed. In April of 1857 it was decided 'tto invest 940 pounds of
the Clergy Reserve fund in good mortgagestt. But the subject of
investments seems to have been a thorny issue and one that caused much
anxiety and comment. When Hiram Bulkley presented his STATEMENT OF
CLERGY RESERVE FUND FOR 1857 in which a number of mortgages were
mentioned we have the following critical statement from the auditors.

1'We have examined the treasurerts books and securities
deposited with him for the payment of the money loaned
out as per statement and find them correct as far as the
Treasurer is concerned. On inspecting the notes
mentioned in the statement amounting to 193 pounds,
we find that not one of them is drawn legally and
that not a single endorser can be held liable.
Should the makers fail to pay them at maturity it
is enough for us to state that such is the fact without
entering into explanations further than to discharge
our duty and give the Council an opportunity of
correcting the blunder...
(Sgd.) William Simpson
Alexander Martin
Auditors
Brighton, March 1, 1858.

In 1857 John E. Proctor and John Eyre were insurance agents, the
latter: for the Times and Beacon Fire Assurance Company.

The justices of peace in 1857 were Harrison C. Bettes, William
Butler and Thaddeus Ketchum. Ira Hodges was the bailiff. The Canada
Directory has given this information.

In 1857 C.E. Bullock and William Davis sold groceries. Other
storekeepers were W.R. Bullock, James Ferris, Samuel P. Gross and
George S. Johnson.

The following advertisements were found in THE CANADIAN DISPATCH

of December 1llth.
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one of the few places completely devoted to serving meals. John Bryant
was permitted to keep a saloon on payment of Y2 10s. Finally William
Selleck of Smithfield was granted in 1858 a permit for a tavern on his
own premises.

In 1857 William Butler, J.P. operated a fulling and carding mill (see
Canada Directory). This mill was in running order until 1875 (see Ensign
of July 9). In 1881 we read: *tClosing up....Carding Mill....A.W. Brook?!*
- see the Ensign of September 2, 1881. This was the last carding mill noted.

In 1857 the Canada Directory states that Peter Cameron sold potash.

In 1857 Brighton did its banking at Cobourg. We read that the:

1 'Township Council decided to take money out of the Bank of
Cobourg which is due the municipality for sale of the

Clergy Reservestt!. - see minutes of February 7.

The following marriages occurred in 1857:

1857 Feb. 2 Wm. Dutwater 34  Twp. Murray
Lovina Richmond Terrill 32  Twp. Brighton
1857 Feb. 26 David Keller 24k  Twp. Brighton
Helen Corney 18 Twp. Brighton
1857 Mar. 24 Peter Cummings 22 Twp. Cramahe
Elizabeth Chatin 19 Twp. Cramahe
1857 Apr. 26 Wilson A. McLannel 24k  Twp. Cramahe
Temperance Freeman 21 Twp. Cramahe
1857 May 23 Silvester Burley Lo 2nd. Concession
Susan T. Burley 36  Twp. Murray
1857 June 25 Orvin Dickinson 34  Twp. Brighton
Hannah Simpson 30  Twp. Brighton
1857 June 30 Henry Cunningham Ls  Twp. Percy
Sarah Phillips 37 Twp. Cramahe
1857 Aug. 1 John Carr 21 Twp. Cramahe
Betsy Carl 17 Twp. Brighton
1857 Nov. 11 Smith Reynolds 24k  Twp. Cramahe
Elizabeth Garbut 21 Twp. Percy
1857 Dec. 6 Thomas H. Vansicklin 23 Twp. Cramahe
Melissa Farsu 19 Twp. Cramahe
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It does not seem possible to definitely locate the Prieur House where
some important council meetings took place. In 1857 Levi Prieur had a
saloon and paid E2 10s for a licence. In 1859 on May 10 the village council
decided to assume its share of township debt. When this meeting took place
the establishment was called Prieurts Inn. Up to 1865 the Prieur House
was on the north side of Main Street somewhere between Young and Platt
Streets. Apparently this place ceased to exist in 1866.

In 1857 the township council decreed that the rate of taxation would
be three half pennies on the pound.

At this point Trenton and Frankford were formed into a circuit. In 1871
Smithfield was formed into a circuit with Reverend L. Scott as the minister
in charge. At the time of union of the different Methodist bodies Hilton
was formed into a circuit and the Smithfield circuit assumed the proportions
it holds today.

From 1837 to 1857 the pulpit of the Presbyterian Church was filled
alternately by ministers of various Protestant denominations. In 1857 the
Reverend P.M. Duncan became the preacher. The church was dedicated by
Reverend Mr. Grey of Kingston.

It was not until 1857 that the Methodist Episcopal Church ministers
were permitted to perform marriages.

In 1857 W.R. Taylor in a beautiful letter to his parents said:

' 'We never have a dull or unprofitable Class meeting, yet after
all the Lord has done for us, we are unprofitable servants,
how few are the returns of love and gratitude we have made for
all his benefits to us.t!

In the same letter we read:

1 'Our Prayer meetings on Tuesday and Friday evenings are largely
attended and also on Sunday morning there is quite a number out.r!



Brighton was priviledged to have William Canniff among its medical
fraternity at this time. He later became a famous surgeon at Victoria
University and in 1866 the author of THE SETTLEMENT OF UPPER CANADA.

The year 1857 sees the publication of Brighton's third paper
THE WEEKLY FLAG by D. Oliphant and Spencer. It was in honour of this
former gentleman that Oliphant Street which runs parallel to Prince
Edward Street received its name. THE CHRISTIAN BANNER was the fourth
paper and the fifth, called THE WEEKLY BRITISH FLAG, was published

by Richard Spencer.















- 34 -

Robert Alexander John Bate, Jr.
E.M. Russell William Waters
W.Jd. Wells Samuel Brooks
Robt. Potts George Singleton
J. Webster Almen Potter

Smith Hinman William A. Waldwin
Jas. P. Cryderman P. Turley

Isaac Wart Obed. Simpson

T. Spafford Abi jah Squier
Willet M. Platt Peter Huffman
Peter Cowter Geo. C. Tremaine
Thos. Curtis Jdohn McAlice

Henry Van Tassel Cornelius W. Gibson

Evidently the library functioned for some years. We read that Council
in 1864 paid J. Lockwood six dollars for his services as librarian during
the year ending December 31, 186k.

On January 22, 1858 Gideon Olmsted sold to W.R. Bullock part of the
35 acres which he owned on the south half of lot No. 3 in the 3rd Concession
of Brighton, which was formerly Cramahe. On the 2%rd of January in the
same year W.R. Bullock sold this land to Christopher E. Bullock and on
March 30th C.B. Bullock sold the land to John M. Jones. On September 7, 1858
Abram Putney sold about two acres in the south half to R.A. OtConnor.

In 1858 Jas. Chisholm was re-appointed the keeper of Toll Gate No. 1.
He gave $168 for the privilege and also 'tto have use of HOUSE erected and
ATTACHED to gatet't. At this time William Butler who lived near the gate
had arranged with Council that he be given a road allowance between lots
34 and 35. This meant that he would have a road just to the east of his home.

The following marriages occurred in 1858:

Jan. 19 Geo. Reynolds 23 Cramahe
Lydia Jane Oliver 18 Cramahe
Apr. 26 Henry Bowen 2k Brighton
Mary Rathburn 20 Brighton
May 18 Thos. G. Outendyke 20 Murray
Sarah looless L Murray
June 8 Geo. Wheeler 22 Brighton

Selina Reynolds 21 Brighton
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Sept. 15 Charles Townsend 25 Murray
Margaret Rogers 20 Murray
Nov. 1k Benj. Townsend 22 Murray
Lucinda A. German 19 Murray
Nov. 15 James Henry Tacherbury 21 Brighton
Louisa Carr 20 Brighton
Dec. 13 John Mumford 23 Brighton
Angiliva Sova 17 Brighton
Dec. 27 Zachariah Cole 2k Brighton
Sarah Ann Coulter 19 Seymour

In 1858 Nix's Wharf was known as Proctorts Wharf and we read of this
dock being piled with Norway and Cedar Railroad ties. Part of these ties
had arrived at the Bay on rafts.

While no copies of THE CHRISTIAN BANNER have been found we have a
prospectus of its charter. It was a religious paper and:

'11its aim being to plead the principles of the gospel and maintain
the doctrine of the church of Christ as advocated by the authority
of the Lord. Its Editorial management allows every professor
of whatever religious predilections to occupy its pages and
reply to any of its positions, provided the language employed
be respectful or sufficiently decorous for publication.t?

During the years 1858 and 1859 the paper was described as THE BRIGHTON
FLAG and the editor was Richard Spencer.

While there is strong reason to believe that in 1848 William Sweetman, Sr.,
who did live in PresqutIle, was at that time light-keeper, it was not until
1858 that we are certain that he held this position. He continued these
duties until at least 1867 at a salary of $325.

Reverend Ambrose Hunt in 1858 received $400 as a salary while Reverend
Norman had to be content to receive the Sabbath collection.

On January 27, 1858 three hundred cords of fuel wood were contracted

to be placed at the G.T.R. station. This wood was to be rock or hard maple,

beech, birch, hickory, white ash, iron wood, cherry and rock elm.
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At Meeting of the Trustees of the Union Grammar School at Delongs
held August 9, 1858

Alex Bettes - Chairman
Moved and Seconded

That Mr. Alex. Bettes be requested to go to Cobourg and make
the necessary enquiry to ascertain what steps are to be taken to obtain
the 200 for a Grammar School Building for the Brighton Grammar School
and Mr. Bettes expenses be paid by the Grammar School Board.

Carried.

Moved and Seconded
That this Meeting be adjournmed till next Wednesday evening
at 7 orclock.

At a Meeting of the Trustees of the Union Grammar School
at Delongs held the 17th Sept. 1858.

Richard Spencer, Esq. called to the chair
Moved & Sec.

That Mr. Hubbert be allowed 3 days to collect Grammar
School fees prior to the closing of the present Grammar
School season.

Carried.

Moved by Mr. Ketchum - Sec. by Mr. Garbutt
That a committee composed of the following persons,
viz. Wm. Bowles, Hiram Buckly and A.C. Singleton,
estimate the amount necessary to meet the expenses
on School Section Number One, Brighton at the close
of the present season for the payment of Teachers.

Carried.
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APPENDIX II

One wonders what were our grandparents thinking of.
But when I read that women over forty were forbidden
in 1859 by law to wear a red or black striped underskirt
or petticoat or anything that might frighten a horse or ox
or ass, I began to understand. In the OTTAWA JOURNAL
of 15 February, 1936, is described this stringent and
shall I say necessary law. It reads thus:

11Grandmothers of 1858 Had Fashions Restricted.

What would women of today think if Parlia-
ment decided that their dresses were outlandish
enough to frighten horses, make puppy dogs bark
and cause the tongues of small boys and girls
to wag, asked Miss E.M. Collins at the Centre
Ontario Woments Institute.

What would white women say if Parliament
decided that no female should carry on the trade
of a milliner or dressmaker, under the penalty
of being compelled to hold her tongue for a
month?

ttladies of this province have degenerated
in their ideas of beauty'!', read a bill introduced
into the legislature April 1, 1859. It went
on to forbid any female over the age of 40 wearing
a red and black striped underskirt or petticoat,
11or any other pattern likely to cause the taking
fright of any horse, ox or ass, or calculated to
cause the unnecessary barking of puppies or draw
forth the precarious remarks of small boys and
girls.t

The forbidden petticoats, the bill decreed,
might be donated to agricultural purposes, by
tearing the same into ribbons for the scaring of
birds, or presented to the Royal Camnadian Yacht
Club for flags.

Married women were, she read, to have the
signed approval of their husbands, before pur-
chasing dress materials, and no female should
appear dressed in any artistically formed frame-
work of the diameter of two yards or upwards. "¢
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BRIGHTON AND VICINITY
CHAPTER XVI

1859

This was the year in which Brighton Village gained its independence
from the township of the same name. For the first time a council was elected
for the new town. Not too much is known of the activities of this newly
found executive body but from a few brief documents that have been preserved
we can gain a little insight into the problems of the day.

Certain transactions of the new village council which was first
functional on January 31, 1859 are available. This council was composed
of Henry Squier, reeve, Alex Bettes, I.M. Wellington, R. Garbutt,

Josiah H. Proctor and Augustus Spencer. Its first by-law defined the
duties of the treasurer. By-law No. 3 regulated Houses of Entertainment
and by-law No. 6 appointed A.J. Wright, John Butler and George Drewery
as fence viewers. By-law No. 14 specified the duties of pound-keepers,
saying that ''no horse, stag, bull, ram, boar, cattle, or sheep'!' were
allowed to run at large within the corporation. Pigs, poultry, geese
and turkeys were to be impounded. A.C. Singleton was appointed as the
village clerk.

In its first year Council paid $8.00 to J.S. Richardson for surveying
the street which now bears his name. This street runs east and west past
the Dominion Canneries.

At Prieur's Inn on May 10, Council decided to assume two debts, one
of $12,3%05.35 and the other of $#1,552.49. The former was the village part
of the original township debt and the latter was the village share of the

interest due by the township.
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same, shall for every such offence forfeit and pay a sum not less
than one dollar, or more than five dollars for every such offence.t!

At the same time horses and oxen were to be kept in their proper and assigned
places, not on the sidewalk which was for the use of the pedestrians.

The by-law which is most interesting is quoted as follows:

t1That it shall not be lawful for any person or persons to ride
or drive any horse or horses, ox or oxen, or any vehicle, over any
portion of the sidewalks in this village other than over the
regular crossings of the same, nor shall it be lawful for any
person to remove the underpinning or any part thereof or
remove or do any damage to the crossing or string pieces of
the same under a penalty of no less than one dollar or more
than five dollars for every offence.t?

The Council on October 24, 1859 bought a lot 45 feet square on the north
west corner of Chapel and Division Streets from I.M. Wellington. They
wanted to build a jail. It is not certain whether this jail was ever
erected but in the following year Council took measures to purchase
two pairs of handcuffs.

In 1859, on February 19 specifications were made for two bridges to be
laid across the head of Mr. Singletont's Mill Pond. The west bridge was to
be 28 feet long and the east bridge was sixty-two feet long. Both were
covered with cedar poles which were not less than five inches in diameter
and then with cedar bark. The amount paid for this work was $58.00.

The whole description is recorded in appendix

In 1859 C.B. Kemp paid $356 for the privilege of collecting tolls at
Toll Gate No. 3. His contract was also signed by J.C. Demp and Henry Kemp.
Toll Gate No. 4 was controlled in 1859 by Caleb Tompkins Sr., who paid the
sum of $#93 for the privilege. This gate was on the Brighton Gravel Road,
probably at the junction of the 0ld Percy Road. All four toll gates were
s0ld in 1866 by public auction. Travelling could then go unhampered.

During the toll gate period most roads were corduroy roads. These were

made simply by laying the trunks of trees transversely where the land was



- 350 -

low and water-sodden or waterlogged. Later excavation at the corner of
Main and Prince Edward Streets revealed evidence of these corduroy roads.
There was also a toll gate on the east side of the gravel road near George
S. Nante's home. In the same year Council gave permission to James Chisholm
to occupy a toll gate near the home of William Butler.

In May 1859 tea meetings were being held at Brighton, Colborne and
Waites. In September of the same year a huge tea was held in the village
to aid the Belleville seminary. FEight hundred tickets and 25 bills were
printed.

Sunday was strictly observed as a day of rest at this time. Our
forefathers had to be concerned with getting to church on time. No
whistling was allowed on Sunday, and only necessary work was done. This
did not include the polishing of shoes. Only Sabbath reading could occur
on Sunday although perhaps a walk through the orchards in the afternoon
would be allowed so that the coming crop could be admired and perhaps the

number of barrels could be estimated.

In 1859 we find that maintenance was entrusted to eight path masters:
Augustus Spencer, Chas. Firman, Sr., Robert Garbutt, John Simpson, P. Bryant,
A.J. Wright, J.E. Turner and Hezekiah Carter.

John Bell in 1859 gave his valuation of the G.T.R. property. The
five and one half acres on which the Brighton Station was located were
valued at $1135, thus making a total of $4000.

Towing was employed as late as 1859, for John E. Proctor paid Messrs.
Jones, McDonald & Co. of Teronto:

' fifty pounds for Towing lumber from Presqu'lle Bay to Kingston.t!
Thus towing was not only slow but expensive.

Henry Squier, the first wvillage reeve, advertised ready made clothing
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and lumber at the same time.

HENRY SQUIER
t'Dry Goods, Ready made clothing, Groceries, Boots and Shoes, Crockery,

Hardware, 2,000,000 feet of lumber, 2,000 cords of wood, 50,000 cedar

ﬁfgf. I have moved into building formerly occupied by John Mabey

In 1859 eight hundred pounds was raised towards the erection of a grammar
school.

In 1859 Reverend Mr. Boyer preached to the Masonic brethren and
afterwards feeling in need of a dinner they went to Mrs. Clute's Hotel
on Railroad Street. Since that date the churches have had many special
services of various natures such as Christian concerts, entertainments and

revival services.

The following marriages occurred in 1859:

May 17 John Parr 27 Brighton
Delilah Gunter 21 Murray
Oct. 9 Robert Henry Rogers 21 Murray
Ann Weese 17 Murray
Nov. 5 Aaron Barnes 22 Murray
Jane Dowers 17 Brighton
Dec. 25 George W. Morrison 27 Brighton
Maria Fisher 2k Brighton

On the 2nd of August, 1858 the bridge from Brighton to Presqu'Ile was
found to be in an impassable state and *tnumerous parties interested in the
fishing business and inhabitants of PresqutIle Point, being now compelled to
go to the road between lots six and seven in the first concession of Brighton....
humbly pray that your Honourable Gouncil will be pleased to open....the allowance
for road between lots four and five from the rear of the first concession to
the lake shore....t?
Such was the nature of a petition that was signed by:
Henry Huff James H. Peck

Albert W. Selleck Peter Wannamaker
Derius Simpson John D. Clouston



Calup Simpson

John Turney
Jonathan Hutchison
Job Wileman

E.D. McKenzie

Jas. Peck

Samuel Bennett

Wm. Swetman, Jr.
Luman Taylor
Nelson J. Gibson
Colin McKenzie
Henry Maitland
Samuel H. Sherwood
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Samuel Clouston
Almon Potter
Thomas Jobbs
Ezekiel Jobbs
Wm. Bennett
Aaron Bennett
Elias Chatterson
John Covnesall
Wm. Rogers
George Sherwood
Wm. Craggs

G.B. Simpson
Ira Reynolds
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APPENDIX V

We the undersigned promise to pay the sum set opposite our respective

names toward procuring the services of a Grammar School teacher in the

village of Brighton.

Pds. 8. D.
H.C. Bettes 2 10 0
Alex Bettes 2 10 0
H. Squier 2 10 0
Jasper Dingman 2 10 0
W. Bettes 2 10 0
George S. Marsh 2 10 0
Seth Thayer 1 5 0
I.M. Wellington 2 10 0
M. Mills 2 10 0
J.T. Wilkie 2 10 0
W.E. Kemp 1 5 0
R.J. Pettigrew 1l 5 0
R.A. Garbutt l 5 0
C.R. Malory 1l 5 0
J. Young 2 10 0
J.R. Taylor 1 5 0
E. Marsh 1 5 0
Simon Davidson 1l 0 0

3h 5 0
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when searching for information to prepare a book which he subsequently published
on agriculture. THE EDUCATIONALIST continued until 1865. The editor in

1864 and 1865 was Hazelton Spencer.(see Mitchell's Canadian Business Directory

of 1864-65) H. Spencer originally wanted to call the paper THE CANADA EDUCATIONAL
ADVOCATE.

"The literary articles will embrace seriation all the subjects taught
in our Common Schools and the articles on Chemistry, Minerology,
Physiology, etc. will not be mere SCRAPS. An article on Agricultural
Chemistry free from technical language will find a place in every
issue. The history of Canada and all matters connected with its
industrial and natural developments will obtain a prominent place.

The Advocate will be strictly NEUTRAL in Politics and religion while it
will strenously uphold the sacred truth 'RIGHTEOUSNESS exalteth the
nation".

Soon after he said:

"Since we have commenced the publication of the Canada Educational
Advocate, we have been obliged for obvious reasons, to change its
title to THE EDUCATIONALIST."

In 1860 on September 15, THE EDUCATIONALIST in the Mathematical Corner
said:

"The questions asked in this corner will be answered in the next issue
of THE EDUCATIONALIST.

1. State the Proportion according to which the degrees of Longitude
decrease.

2« How do you find the differemce of latitude, departure, course
and distance with compound or transverse courses.

?. How do you construct a chart for any part of the globe in
Mercator's projection.

L. How many cases are there in spherical trigonometry.

5. State Lord Napier's 5 circular parts by which the 16 cases in
right-angled Spherical Trigonometry are performed.

6. How far can a sailor see, standing at the tovp mast of a ship
144 feet high.

7. What is the present value of an annuity of 65 pounds during the
joint lives and the life of the survivor of a man aged 45 and his
wife aged 35."

In THE EDUCATIONALIST it was vossible to read a great deal on the aims of

education. Thus on September 15th we read:
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"Mental Discipline - The .highest and most important object of intellectual
education is Mental Discipline or the power of using the mind to the best
acdvantage. The price of this discipline is Effort. No scholar ever yet
made intellectual progress without intellectual labour. It is this

alone that can strengthen and invigorate the noble faculties with which
we are endowed. We are not to look for any new discovery or invention
that shall supersede the necessity for mental toil. We are to desire

it. If we had first to supplicate some kind of genius and he would

at once endow us with all the knowledge in the universe the gift would
prove a curse to us and not a blessing. We must have the discipline

of acquiring knowledge in the manner established by the author of our
being and without this discipline our intellectual stores would be

worse than useless."

On November 1 we hear of improvement and perseverance being exhorted.

"To the Youth of our Schools. - You are now in the morning of life -
you know not comparatively of its rough and thorny path - behold nothing
in the cup but happiness, smiles and sunshine even if a passing cloud
intervenes, it is of transient duration and the joy that awaits you
seems thrice more welcome. Oh childhoods tears serve to wash away

the dust from the mind - to dispel the petty trials, annoyances and
anxieties attending some long difficult task in-arithmetic and
geography - some perplexing brain - bewildering parsing exercise and
the like. But as you advance in life you will perceive - yes more
realize that this is all right - and all just that you should be

called thus early to conflict with some trials. It is necessary

before a soldier enters the army that he should be thoroughly trained
and disciplined that he may be well prepared to act his part. So it

is with you. You need to meet some cares, some troubles that you may
be able to withstand the mightier waves and breakers with which your
frail bark will have to contend. A few short years and even years at
most and you will be called forth into life's battlefield. Therefore
how necessary it is that your mind be properly disciplined that you
study carefully, thoroughly with regard to the directing of your affairs,
knowing in what direction to go, what path to pursue and how to avoid
the tempests of pride, avarice and passion. There are many heavy toll-
gates erected along life's pathway, which will peggar both the brain
and the purse unless you understand how to avoid them.....strive then
for that which is more stable....let Improvement by your watchword,
Truth your object glass, Honesty your surveying chain, Integrity and
Perseverence your armour. You must not be centent to stand still.

The world is moving, science and literature are advancing and we as
retional beings must keep pace with the age. It is a duty we owe our
fellow beings and our Creator. Man was made to progress.....How many
there are who are called good scholars in our schools of whom we hear
nothing after they go forth into the world. Their good scholarship
given them no impulse to.go on to greater attainments for themselves.
They are mere book worms, walking libraries, their learning is either
that of reception, as the sponge takes in water or that of mere memory.
They have none of that self-reliance which impossibilities alone can
subdue.....advice and assistance may be given which shall greatly enhance
your progress but it chiefly depends on yourselves whether you will be

educated or noteee.."
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Also on September 15, 1860, the Educationalist said:

"In education the process of self-development should be encouraged to
the greatest possible extend. Children should be led to make their
own inferences. They should be told as little as possible and induced
to discover as much as possible. They should be put in the way of
solving their own questions. To tell a child this, and to show a child
that, is not to show it how to observe but to make it a mere recipient
of anothers obgervations..."

-note- underlined parts were in italics

In 1862, THE EDUCATIONALIST on April 1 speaks of self-taught men as

follows:

"Self education is not confined to uneducated men. All men worth anything
have aided in education themselves and have in this sense been wiser
than their teachers.....As to the benefits of self teaching, these may
be viewed as chiefly affecting the subject-the self taught men himself.
The great teacher of man after all is the soul within him. If this be
true, it is obvious that the self taught man has the advantage of
coming more directly in contact with the inner light. He sees it

not through the spectacle of books, but with open face, and with naked
eagle eye...The self taught man has a greater freshness of feeling

in beholding nature and a keener sense of sympathy with man than the
well educated."”

According to THE WEEKLY BRITISH FLAG of February 9 the first teachers'
convention was held in 1860. We read in this same paper:

" Teachers' Column

Teachers' Convention

At the first meeting of the Teachers' Convention in Brighton, it was
proposed and carried, that the Association secure a space in the
Weekly Flag for the use of the Association and that the members
contribute an article each week to fill the space or column agreed
for, each article to be examined by the Teacher before being
published."”

At this convention the teachers developed a statement on moral education.

"Moral character inculcates the performing of the duties which we owe
to God and to one another, will enable man to distinguish between
virtue and vice, to reflect upon events passed and to anticipate the
issues of the future. As it prevails crime and immorality will
diminish discord and varience will cease to exist. Sobriety and
Temperance will reign permanent and mankind will have an increased
capacity for considering and exacting those laws which God has wisely

pre-ordained for our Eternal welfare."
-- THE WEEKLY BRITISH FLAG, February 9, 1860

THE EDUCATIONALIST also covered the teachers' association. On October

1, 1860 we read that the convention chose the following subjects for discussion
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at their next association.

Grammar - Extract from Thompson's Seasons in the fifth book entitled SNOW
History - From Darius Hystaspes to the Birth of Our Saviour

Arithmetic - Ratio and Proportion

Algebra - Multiplication and Proportion

On July 15, 1861 we are given a vivid picture of the convention which was
held in the Union school room in Brighton.

"In the absence of E. Scarlett, President, Mr. Isaac Squier was moved
to the chair. The following is a list of the subjects with the names
of the lecturers:

Grammar - Messrs. J. 0'Sullivan and John Bell
Arithmetic - Mr. Isaac Squier

Algebra - Messr. J. Macoun and Wilmot Squier
Geometry - Mr. W.F. Hawking

Mr. B.D. Sherman then introduced his system of teaching of geography
by singing. The list of subjects to be discussed at the next convention
which will meet at Castleton on the last Saturday of September next:

Grammar - Messrs. J.B. and W. Squier

Arithmetic - Messrs. Brisbin and Henman

History - Messrs. Macoun and McGrath

Geometry - E. Scarlett

Geography - Messrs. J. 0'Sullivan, I. Squier and E.D. Sherman
Essay - Mind and Matter - Dr. Gould

At their meeting the teachers accepted the following essay as their
definition of education.
" Essay on Education

Education is, and ever will be, as long as the terrestrial svhere is
inhabited by beings of celestial capacity, a subject of infinite
moment. It pertains to the whole man, physically, mentally, morally.

Physical education imparts a healthy action to the corporal organs,
fafilitates their function, communicates renewed life, health and
vigor. From it culture emenates an extended capacity for discharging
the duties of life, enables man to grasp and solve the various

problems of life with the greatest facility. Nature has ordained,
whenever a physical law is broken, the infractor will absolutely pay

an after penalty. Therefore how essential it is for the selfare of man
to imbibe good habits. We fin* thoss persoms who perform the greatest
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amount of physical labour, possess organization and are not incapacitated
for action like persons of debilitated faculties. Therefore unless

a person has a thorough physical ecducation, he will not be able to
perform the duties incumbent on him.

Mental discipline consists in developing the of the mind in rendering
the intellect capable of considering subjects in the abstract, in
imparting retentiveness to the memory. To be an adept in any act, there
must be studious application, similarly with the mind it must be
thoroughly edicated in order to verform the work for which it was
designed.

Moral character inculcates the performing of the duties which we owe

to God and one another, will enable man to distinguish between

virtue and vice, to reflect upon events passed and to anticipate the
issues of the future. As it prevails crime and immorality will diminish,
discord and varience will cease to exist. Sobriety and Temperance will
reign permanent and mankind will have an increased capacity for
considering and exacting those laws which God has wisely pre-orcained
for our eternal welfare.

Fducation is very essential, especially for one who instructs the youth.
Other professions reguire it. A lawyer has to apply himself for a
series of years, in order to obtain admittance to the bar, a doctor

a term of years to be dexterious in administering Physic, much more

than a teacher who often lays the corner stone of future eminence who
inculcates principles, that may follow the youth through life, who
instills tenets that may have an effectual bearing upon his future
development.

Education is being promoted, literary institutions are erecting schools
for instructing the youth are almost universal, conventions for mutual
improvemtns are very widely disseminated and society in general is
more refined and cultivated.
Finally education and religion, going hand in hand, bid fair to
accomplish some great future design, indicate a mighty innovation
and reform among the nations of the earth. When all mankind will
not scruple to command that Divine author, on the introduction of
such happy results.

M.N., "

Debate - Is corporal punishment necessary to the good government of
a school or can a school be governed by moral suasion alone?

Some of these names are of especial interest. J. Macoun was for many
years Dominion Botanist at the Geological Survey, Ottawa. Wilmot Squier, son
of Henry Squier and Reeve of Brighton became Judge Squier.

In order that the reader may make some contrast I append the programme
of a meeting of the Teachers Institute which took place in the Town Hall on

October 21, 1919.












Gordon, Gunyo, Gross

Henderson, Hewitt, Huych
Mackenzie, McClatchie, McAlease,
Mills, McGonegae, Pike

Chapman, Ketchum and Clark,
Peterson, Proctor and Platt,
Lockwood, Flagler, Quick,
Purdy, Piester and Pratt.

Solomon, Svencer, Smith,
Singleton, Sandord, Squier
Nesbitt, Blizzard and Wright
Maybee, Nelson and Thayer.

Brighton itself istthe same,
Fairer, indeed, to the view,
Many reminders there are

But where are the people T KNEW?

Can they conceivedly be
GROUPED in a duplicate sphere,
Yonder, the villagers meet,
There as they met down here."

The following marriages occurred in 1860:

June 26  Allen Horseley 23 Murray
Anna McPhail 20 Murray
Nov. 4 Thomas Gansforth 22 Murray
Eliza Waskins 19 Murray
Dec. 9 Colin McDermid 23 Murray

Sara Gansforth 19 Murray
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Balance

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

L
L

16
21
31
L

11
16
21
28
3

6

16
19
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Auditors Report - 1860
on Hand from last year

Caleb Tompkins from toll gate no. 4
Peter Lawson taxes for 1859

Peter Lawson non-resident land tax
J.C. Kemp gate no. 3

H. Squire Esg. for fines

Caleb Tompkins gate no. 4

Mrs. Benson gate no. 2

Mrs. Benson gate no. 2

Samuel Craig gate no. 3

William Sellick tavern license

I. Allison tavern license
Mrs. Benson gate no. 2

Mrs. North part payment of license
S. Craig gate no. 3

23 Mrs. Benson gate no. 2

Appendix I

1,121.89

16.00
14.60
28.60
70.00

2.00
12.50
22.00

5.00
30.34
25.00
25.00
11.50
12.50
30.50
19.50

Appendix II

Know all men by these presents that I Levi W. Clark of the Township of
Brighton in the County of Northumberland and province of Canada,

Yeoman, for and in consideration of the sum of eleven dollars of Lawful
Money of Canada to me in hand paid by the Municipal Council of the
Corporation of the Township of Brighton the receipt whereof is

hereby acknowledged do hereby grant bargain and fell unto the said
Municipal Council of the Township of Brighton and their legal Successors
in office. For even all that certain piece of land situate in the Township of
Brighton being composed of a part of the Northwest Quarter of lot Number
thirty five in the eighth Concession of the said Township of Brighton,

the same having been selected, surveyed and laid out by the said Municipal
Council of the Corporation of the Township of Brighton for the purpose of
a Public Highway except that part of said lot now owned by John Mumford.

Witness my hand and seal this seventh day of June A.D. 1860

Signed sealed and delivered )
In presence of Simon Davidson)

)

Registry Office, East Riding
County of Northumberland

on the 1
on file

Levi W. Clark

I hereby certify that a
Memorial of the written was by me
duly Registered

5th day of December 1865 at 12 1/2 p.m.

6, Folio 321, Brighton Memorial 302

J.H. Crozier
Dep. Registrar.



- 377 -

BRIGHTON AND VICINITY
1861

CHAPTER XVIII

Brighton has always most assiduously attempted to attract capital invest-
ment. In 1861 efforts were made to have the Registry Office removed from the
village of Colborne to Brighton, the corporation being willing to give the
necessary guarantees for the building of the office and vaults.

A by-law of Council in 1861 used the word 'Presqu'Ile" in conneetion with
the Point and held a special meeting for the purpose of granting an appropriation
for repairs to the bridge over the road leading to Presqu'lIle Point.

Council, on Februrary 4th, 1861 decided to use the office of M. K. Lockwood
as a council room and paid $12.00 per year while the fuel and light were to be:
furnished.,

W. H. Sanford's hotel was situated on the southwest corner where Wright's

4)
Garage was in 19%6. A hotel called ALL SAINTS REST was kept by Robert Clark.
This information was obtained from William Breeze who was born in 1844,

The following points are found in the By-Lawa of 1861 for the Township of
Brighton.

1., It was enacted that no person shall be entitled to a temperance
hotel or keep a house of public entertainment unless he shall first
provide himself with a good shed and stabling sufficient to accomodate
at least four teams also with a well enclosed yard so that teams shall
not be exposed to cattle and hogs.

2. That any person keeping such hotel who shall allow any person or
persons to spend their time around such tavern on the Sabbath day
excepting travellers and boarders shall be liable to a penalty of four
dollars for every such offence.

3. Any person having a license to keep a tavern that will knowingly
permit any person or persons to play at cards, dice or any game whatso-
ever at which money may be lost shall be liable to a penalty of not

less than four dollars for every such offence.

On the first of January 1861 Hazelton Spencer said:
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"There is no genius in 1ife like the genius of energy and industry.
It is glorious thing when you are weary of dissipation and of the
ennui of your aimless thoughts to take some flowing page of an
earnest thinker and read deep and long until you feel the metal of

his thoughts tinkling: on your brain.

the consciousness of your real capacities."

The flow of toil wakes you to

From now on we hear little concerning the area to the south. Brighton

was to be centred around Main and Young Streets.

Hence we have the following surverys.

District Planned by Surveyed
E. Young and N. of Dundas A.C. Singleton 1861
F. Oliphant (from Point
opposite Chapel to R.R.) Perry Dec., 1863
S. Main (Ontario to Green-
wood being lots 3 and 4) R. Harper of
Port Hope Apr. 1864
W. Young (Between Sandord
and Proctor) T.D. Sanford June, 1865
Map of Brighton Council Oct., 1866
S. Main, lots 41 and 42
broken up M.P. Ketchum Jan., 1868

In 1861 the mill rate was 14.5 and this meant that the municinal

government received $2,436.24.

Marriages which occurred in 1861 were:

Jan. 18 Joseph Hart 24
Rozanna Morrison 20
Teb. 18 Daniel R. Bedal %0
Eliza Ann Perry 26
Feb. 19 Israel Fitzgerald 24
Sarsh Wessels 19
June 17 George W. Trowbridge 35
Rosanna Tompson 20
June 25 Geo. Richards 24
Iydia Ann Powell 17
Oct. 6 Enos Wessels 23

Lydia Mary .etzgerald 20

Brighton
Brighton

Brighton
Cramahe

Murray
Murray

Cramahe
Cramahe

Murray
Murray

Murray
Murray



Dec. 11

Dec. 1L

Dec. 17
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John Kenney
Emily Ann Jones

William B. Branscombe
Jane Gansforth

James Keeler
Adaline Bookhout

24
21

22
17

21
16

Cramahe
Cramahe

Hollowell
Murray

Cramahe
Cramahe
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Appendix T

By-Law No. 50
August 5, 1861

By law to provide for opening the original allowance for roads between lots
numbers thirty six in the third concession ant the Gore in the fifth concession.

Be it therefore enacted by the Municipal Council of the Township of Brighton in
council assembled and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same.

That any person or persons having the original allowance for road

enclosed between lots numbers thirty-six in the third concession and the

Gore in the fifth concession of this Township is hereby required to

open the same by the first dayof October A.D. 1861 and in case they neglect

or refuse to open the said allowance for road by the said first day of

October nixt. The Path Master having Jurisdiction over the same is hereby authorized
and required to open the same forthwith thereafter.

Alfred A. Becker, George Arthur
Township Clerk Reeve

Appendix II

Entertainment licensed under this By-Law shall exhibit over the door of such
Tavern House or Place in large letters the words Licensed to sell Wine

Beer and other spirituous liquors under a penalty in default of so

doing of one dollar recoverable with costs before one or more of

Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace upon the oath of one or crediable
Witness one half of which penalty shall go to the informer and the

other to this municipality.

And be it further enacted that from and after the passing of this By Law
the foregoing sections shall be the Law and requirements Rules and
regulations to be observed by all those keeping Houses of Public
Entertainment in this Township until amended or repealed.

Passed this twenty third
day of February A.D. 1861

A.A. Becker George Arthur
Township Clerk Reeve
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Appendix III

A By-Law to provide for opening the original road allowance in rear of
lots numbers thirty-three and thirty four in the Seventh Concession of
this Township.

Be it therefore enacted by the Municipal Council of the Township of
Brighton in Council assembled and it is hereby enacted by the Authority
of the same.

That any person or persons having the original road allowance in rear

of lots numbered thirty-three and thirty-four in the Seventh Concession of

this Township be and the same is hereby required to open the said road allowance by
the first day of April A.D. 1862 and in case the said person or persons

neglect or refuse to open the said road allowance by the time aforesaid then

the Path Master having jurisdiction over the same is hereby authorized and required to
open the said road allowance forthwith.

A.A, Becker George Arthur
Township Clerk Reeve

Appendix IV

A By law entitled a by law for stopping up the old traveled road
running through a part of lot no. four in the fifth con. of the
Township of Brighton and known as the old Percy road.

And whereas it is necessary and expedient to stop up the above named
road a new road having been opened and traveled in lieu thereof

Be it therefore enacted by the municipal Council of the Township
of Brighton in Council assembled. And it is hereby enacted by
authority of the same. That from and after the passing of this
By law the above named o0ld traveled road shall be stopped up apd
shall cease to be known or used as a public highway.

A.A. Beckers George Arthur
Township Clerk Reeve
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































