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Kroni (lie Montreal G azd tt.

T H E  C A R R Y IN G  fL A C t i , - G O V E R N O R  

S I.M O D E ’S C A N A L .

T l ic  C arry in g  Place is about live  m iles d is­

ta n t from  Cousccon. I t  is  a long, s tragg ling  

v illage , s ituated uj>on the portage between the 

head o f  the  Bay o f Q u in tc  and W e lle r 's  Bay, 

an a rm  o f L a k e  O n ta rio . T h e  population o f 

tin*; place m ay be tw o  hundred. These is 

here a place* o f-W o rs h ip  belonging to  the 

Church o f England, and a school-house, w h ich  

! is  occasionally used fo r re lig ious purposes by 

the  tribes o f \yandoring  priests o f every .deno­

m ination ,by whom  tliia  Province is  thronged. 

T h e  accomodation fo r trave lle rs  a t th is  place 

is  m iserable. A w e ll conducted In n  o r H o te l, 

as every wretched T a ve rn  is called par excel­

lence, would pay w e ll here.

D u rin g  the  last w a r, th is  was cue o f the most 

im p o rta n t places in  the Province, i t  being ne­

cessary to  d isem bark here a ll the  troops and 

m ilita ry  stores destined fo r the upper p a rt o f 

the  couo try, before h a u lin g  the bat ten u in 

w h ich  they had been conveyed across the Is th ­

m us o f  M u rra y , a distance o f a m ile  and a 

quarter. T h e  C a rry in g  Place m ust therefore



have fo rm erly  exhibited a very d ifferent ap­

pearance from  w ha t i t  now  does; fo r though it 

is  su ffic ien tly  neat and d e a n , i t  is  yet as d u ll, 

d reary and desolate a v illage  as any I  have 

vis ited  in  Canada. A  few  years ago, i t  was 

enlivened by a ll  the  bustling  im portance which 

u n ifo rm ly  attends m ilita ry  movements, now, 

how ever, not a sound is  to  be heard b u t w ha t 

proceeds from  the rude reve lry o f the numerous 

lurnber-m en, w h o  fo r a certa in  period o f the 

year, pursue th e ir  im p o rta n t avocation at it .  

T a lk in g  o f  th is  place a few  days, ago to  a 

gentlem an to  w hom  i t  has been long fa m ilia r, 
he said he never thought o f j t ,  but i t  reminded 

h im  o f the Deserted V illa g e . I ii one sense, 

the  comparison is ju s t ,  but I  cannot fo r the 

| soul o f  me conceive, how , in  even the best.or 

w orst days o f its  existence, its  dreary sandy 

road, and its  ta ll,  naked look ing  bouses, could 

ju s t ify  a comparison w it l i  the modest re tir in g  

beauties o f A uburn , the

“ ------------- loveliest village of the plain.”



“ ------------- lovelieit village oftho plain.”

I t  Is som ewhat aston ishing, th a t n o tw ith ­

s tand ing the  immense sums o f money which 

have been spent by Governm ent fo r.the  con­

veyance o f  th e ir  troops am] stores across th is 

place, th a t no m eans have ever yet been adopt­

ed, to b ring  the  waters o f L ake  O nta rio  into 

closer connection w ith  those o f t lic  Bay of 

Q u io tc . T h e  very firs t C anal w h ich  i t  was 

proposed to  cut in  Canada, had th is  fo r its  ob­

je c t, and so thorough ly convinced was Gover­

nor Sirncoe o f its  absolute necessity, to.prc- 

serve the peace and secure the safety o f  ilic  

Province, th a t i t  w as one o f the favorite 

schemes w h ic h  he most delighted to b ring  in ­

to  notice.. I  have now before me a le tte r from 

one o f the m ust em inent men in  U pper Cana­

da, to a ga llan t officer, w ho  served w ith  d is­

tin c tio n  in  th is  country d u rin g  the la te  w ar, 

from w h ich  I  have permission to  extract the 

fo llo w in g  passage A  C anal a t th is  place 

was the firs t ever contemplated in  Canada, 

and i t  appeared to Governor Sirncoe so very 

necessary; th a t he ndvised its  com pletion fong 

before he le f t  the  Province. I  sha ll very w il­

lin g ly  contribu te  my hum ble e fibris to forward 

so desirable a p lan, because i t  is  pub lic  im ­

provement w h ich  ought to  have been made, 

and w h ich  cannot fa il o f  p rov ing  h ig h ly  bene­

fic ia l, as you have a lready clearly proved, both 

in  peace and w a r.”



N o tw ith s ta nd in g , however, l l ie  obvious u t i l ­

i t y  p f  such a canal ns that w h ich  I  have men­

tioned, and the urgent recommendation to 
complete i t  o f  Governor Sirncoe, and other in ­

d iv idua ls  equally capable o f ju d g in g  o f  its  me­

r its ,  i t  \vn3 no t, I  i l . in k ,  u n t il 1323, th a t Sher­

i f f .  U u ttan  firs t moved fo r n survey o f  the 

tra c t th rough w h ich  a canal could be most ad­

vantageously const m uted, A  survey author­

ised by A c t o f 'ra r’ in n u n t,  took place in  182*1, 

QCcordin^ w h ich  i t  was recommended, that 

a caua! should he cut from Dead Creek into 

Prcsq’ ialo harbor, o f such dimensions ns 

Would adm it o f  ship naviga tion , and be regu­

lated by the depth o f w ater a t the entrance o f 

the harbor. T h e  estimate fo r the  construction 

o f such a w o rk  is slated by the  commissioners 

appointed by H is  E xce llency S ir  Peregrine 

M a itla n d , to amount to jCIG,G2I 9s. Sd. T r i ­

flin g  however, as th is  sum is, when consider­

ed in  reference to the advantages certain to 

arise from  tho com pletion o f the w o rk  upon 

w hich  i t  was to be* expended, the object o f the 

survey Las never yet been carried iiito .c ffcc i. 

T h e  subject o f  Simcoo C ana l, as I shall 

venture to c a ll i t ,  was never again agitated 

u n til the a rr iv a l o f o u r present in te lligen t L ie u ­

tenant Governor S ir  John  Colborne, whose 

m ind, ever .since lid  arrived in  th is  country, 

has bt;en constantly  employed in  devising and 

ca rry ing  in  effect, the  best means for advan­

c ing  the  general prosperity o f  the  Province. 

U nder h is w ise and energetic A dm in is tra tion , 

we have observed-plana proposed fo r connect­

ing  the great w ile rs  o f Upper C am ulti, a n t 

fo r opening, up  new channels to ag ricu ltu ra l 

and com m ercia l enterprise, w h ich  are a ll  upon 

a scale o f such grandeur and extent, a% litera l­

ly  to  f i l l  the m ind  w ith  the  most cheering an­

tic ipa tions, w ith  respect to the speedy n d - j 
vanrem ent o f th is  m agnificent Province in 

Wealth and im portance. Am ong these plans, 

one fo r connecting the waters o l the lta y  o f 

Q a in tc  w ith  those o f  Lake! O n ta rio  has Wen 

revived, and the result was. that anothe i sur­

vey, authorised by A ct o f Parliam ent,’ took . 

, place las t au tum n. * I



According to th is  survey, i t  is  proposed to 

c a rry  the canal from  I lie  .head o f i  he Bay o f 

ty u irfie  ir\U> W e lle r ’s Bay, whenever there is 

a passage iu to  Lake  O nta rio . According to 

the  su rrey  w h ich  took place in  l$ 2 t ,  i t  was 

proposed to  carry the canal d ire c tly  from the 

head o f  the Bay o f Q u iu tc  in to  Prrsty'iste 

harbor, i t  is  not m y present object to moke 

an estim ate  o f the  com parative m erits  o f these 

tw o  ro u tes ; I  m ust acknowledge, however, 

th a t o tte r a care fu l exam ination  o f  M i l ,  I r« r- 

ta in ly  th in k  the firs t proposed is  d cc id td ly  pre­

ferable to  the  las t.

A lv  object w i l l  have b eenstifiic icn tly  accom­

p lished, i f  I  succeed in  im pressing upon the 

itiind>  o f  the pub lic , a due sense o f  tin* bene­

fits  w h ich  w ou ld  necessarily arise from n 

d irect com m unication  being o j» ;u  1 up ie .  

tween the Bay o f  (Ju in tc  aod L ake  O ntario.

In  a com m ercia l po in t o f  v ie w , the  advan­

tages to  be derived from  the constructions of 

such a canal as th a t now  proposed, arc great 

and obvious. 0
1st. I t  w i l l  n flurd n safe and convenient 

channel o f com m unication  between the ex­

trem ities o f  L ake  O nta rio , free from  a ll the 

danger and delay attendant u jica  the nav iga ­

tion  o f  the opcu Lake.

I t  is  w e ll know n to  those w ho have made 

the w inds p reva iling  upon the Lake  th e ir  stu­

d y , th a t they are subject to  certa in  apparently i



• capricious and anomalous law s. U  lias  been 

obserred, fo r instance, chat w h ile  t lie  w ind 

b lew  strongly from  the east to. the westward 

ol Point Petre ( a  prom ontory projecting 

far in to  L ake  O nta rio , on the south side o f the 

D is tr ic t o f  Prince E J  w ard ,) i t  blew, a vio lent 

gain from  the south, a t the low er end o f the 

Lake. * .

A nother rem arkable circumstance connect­

ed w ith  the w inds preva ilingon  Lake  O nta rio , 

is  tha t, w h ile  d u rin g  the  sum m er m ouths, a 

south-west w ind  prevails  at n ig h t upon the 

m iddle o f the Lake, l ig h t a irs  from  the north 

are frequently ' experienced along the shore. 

F rom  these tw o  rem arkable circumstances, 

then, i t . is  evident th a t a ll sorts o f  vessels sa il­

ing  between the head o f the L ake  and K in g ­

ston, m ig h t avoid a considerable proportion o f 

I the danger and delay to w h ich  they are at 

present subject, by keeping near the  shore, c n - . 

te ring  Presq'islc harbor, passing th rough | 

the projected cana l, and sa iling  thence to the , 

pla’Cc o f the ir destination, along the smooth 1 

waters o f the Bay o f  Q u in tc . I f  vessels were 

sa iling  upwards, the same course, o n ly  in  nn 

opposite d irection, would ,in  lik e  manner he 

the  safest and the best, •



2d. I t  would be the  m eans 'o f dlTdWing a 

d irect l in c o f  com m unication between the D is ­

tr ic t  o f  Newcastle and K ingston , and thence 

by the R idcau Canal or the S t. Lawrence to 

L o w e r Canada, I f  even now t l i is  rich’ and 

fe rtile  D is tr ic t is ris ing  rap id ly  in to , notice, 

i t  >is obvious.that an add itiona l impetus would 

be g ire n  to its  advancement, d id  i t  possess a 

safeand d irect means o f conveying its  produce 

to o ilie r  parts o f the tw o  Provinces. T o  the 

lum ber trade o f the Newcastle D is tr ic t in  par­

ticu la r, such a Canal promises the greatest ben­

e fit. A t present a ll the tim ber w h ich  is  pot 

floated down the T re n t, j s  conveyed n long jhc  

lake .s liore in  cribs, in to  )Y c)lp r’$ B ay , irT lUse 

cribs are then broken up, when the lo^s are 

d raw n  ono by one across lli l*  C a rry in g  Place 

in to  the.Bay o f  Q u in te , where tlm  bushes's o f 

ra ft in g  is  repeated' B y. the a id  o f llic .C ana l, 

rafts from  a ll parts o f  the Newcastle D is tric t, 

bordering on the lake shore, could bc’conTcJrd 

d ire c tly  to. Quebec, w ith o u t the  inconvenience 

or expense a ttend ing the operation to w jiiq h  I 

have ju s t alluded.' ;  ( . . . .  } .  \

3d. I t  would be o f esseniiM benefit to the 

interests o f the Bay o f  Q u in te , and to  a ll  the 

towns and villages ly in g  along the shores o f 
Lake  O nta rio . ; A  safe com m unication .being 

once form ed,through the Isthm us o f M u rra y , 

and harbours be ingqow  inexistence along the 

lake  shore, such agjiliosd n t Coliourg and Port 

Hope, i t  is p re tty  evident that to  a certa in  ex- 

| ten t, the 9trcnm o f commerce would change its 

course, and benefit o il  the  plnres through 

w h ich  i t  passed, b y p u tt in g  them  in posses­

sion o f a frcc,sn feand expeditious w ater rom - 

in . m ira tion  to a desirable m arket, and thereby 

g iv in g  an additional spring  to the ir energies.

T h u  advantages .which I have pointed out 

w ouh| ho unm ingled ,)y it!i tho  sligh test in ju ry  

to  other p a n $ o f th e  Province, there bcimr ro w  

not a  single ha rlio r o r v illage  in  existence on 

the .lake shore between P rcfq 'is le  r.nd K in g ­

ston. .



In n m ilita ry  po iiit o f  v iew , th is  Canal 

would add g rea tly  to  both the s tlength  and 

protection o f the coun try. Troops and m il i ­

ta ry  s to rc j.couh f then be conveyed ifrorn K in g ­

ston, or even M ontrea l, and bo brought to  li^.-ir 

itpdti any pa rticu la r place >r>|hoiil ,thc  neces­

s ity  o f disem barkation. One great inconveni­

ence w h ich  w as experienced d u rin g  tho hue 

w a r, was the delay w h ich  often took place for 

w ant o f the necessary means fo r fu rthe r trans­

porta tion. Several days, l  understand, wore 

frequently lost on th is  account. N ow  the 

power o f  concem ratingltioops upon ^ 'p a rtic u ­

la r po in t in  the shortest.space o f  tim e  is ac­

knowledged by a ll m ilita ry  men to bo line great 

means o f ensuring v ic to ry . C e le rity  is strength, 

was the rem ark o f  X apo lenn .. W ere the Ca­

n a l w h ich  U  m iw  projected onoe constructed 

i t  J f  obvious tha t, in* the  even t»o f fu ture 

hostilities , the flo tilla s  w ls irh  in ig h f lie 

ed fo r the  protection o f tha Day o f( ] . iii: ite , and 

the,ports along the lake shore, w o U d lm a b V  

to .co-opentc, w h ich , ns th ings n reno tv  order­

ed, i t  would bo impossible fo r them to do.

P rc x fis li*  lia r ! our possesses inure natural 

advantages lim n  perhaps m ty tuber in  Canad.;. 

T h e  depth o f  the w ater is  so great, itr.d tin- 

area o f the Ins in  so extensive, that i t  is c pahle 

o f affording safe anchorage id  a ll  the v . umJ s 

which are lik e lv  to navigate Lake  O m ano fur 

com in  n r  in I pu rpo rts . T he  |*oif:l n l I ’ re ^ j1'  

isle is beau tifu lly  situated A r  the erection o f  a

battery, nml «-njoys*o advniiifigcousa pusition. 

that no hoM ilc vessel a tm n p tm g  to enter it 

could hy possib ility  o$cojtc d cu rucucn , it 

being ner{?*.jry fo r  them  to pa-s w ith in  point 

M in k  shot o f its  guns.



\ \  I am upon ih is n jb jc : t ,  I m ay n u i i r k ,  

tnpn i'aut, th a t : i i  lias  o fn n  appears) in  nn* 

soi new h i t  extraord inary. th a t there is  not a 

sing le  fw.MilK*aiii>a in  the  w h rle  disiaj.ee be­

tween K ingston an*J T o ron to , and ih a i not the  i 

slightest means ha re  been Vet adopte ! l o r ’ 

keeping cp tu  a *a fc r jt iim u im a tic u  b« U c e n  j 

these tw o  places. T o  effect ih n .  no tlnm : nmre j 

is necrvsarr, than after the cotnpletiVn o f 1 

the Canal to  ercet a battery Open J*fi“ q ' i J e j 
point, and another at ihe b r ig h t*  o f Tor: Hnpo ' 

T h is  subject has been leva long roglfCSH. I t  i 
i*  now fu l l  tim e  th a t the Engineer D epart* I 

i ik  n( should take i t  in to  i t *  serious e oa -ide ra -, 

t.ou.

It is no argum ent, a • lias l**t»  •often ur- ' 
g«d, that we are a t peace now , aad w ed n e t !

! therefore such w a rlike  p repa ra tion^  In  an. i 

swer t.i th is , le t i t  l*u ji-u iem U  ic*l th a t the 

b r* i mean* o f preserving jn-ace, is to  shew cur 

^neighbours th a t \re  are prepared fo r war.



11 tn  io  return to  the C anal— l  am aw are that 

objections ha re  been urge I again?! its  construc­

tion by a f i  tv  interested ind iv idua ls . One per­

son, indeed, from  w U s i  I  would havcexpcct- 

e i  a o u ie  enlightened j u J  statesm anlike v iew  

o f the subject, ha* openly declared tha t  he 

I would give i t  his decided opposition, because 

| he conceived the interests o f  the  neighborhood 

[ in  .which he resided would he in jured by i t .  It 

is to  be hoped liu iY c n r . th a t when the sub jec t1 

is again brought l*e iW  Parliam ent, the  views 

o f the m a jo rity  o f tin t Members w il l  n b t’be so 

contracted as those o f  the  in d iv id u a l to  whem  

I  have a llu d td , and that the subject w il l  meet 

w ith  a ll  the  a ttentiou  w h ich  its  importance 

demands, no  loca l o r selfish interests being ol- 

lowed to  prevent the  execution o f  a w ork, 

w h irh  has so . obvious a tendency to  en­

sure the safety, and inCtcase the strength 

o f the Province, and to  open up new chan­

nels to  the enterprise and s k ill o f  its  inhabi­

tants.


