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Kroni (lie Montreal Gazdtt.
THE CARRYING fLACti,-GOVERNOR
SI.MODE'S CANAL.

Tlic Carrying Place is about live miles dis-
tant from Cousccon. It is a long, straggling
village, situated uj>on the portage between the
head of the Bay of Quintc and Weller's Bay,
an arm of Lake Ontario. The population of
tin*; place may be two hundred. These is
here a place*of-Worship belonging to the
Church of England, and a school-house, which
lis occasionally used for religious purposes by
the tribes of \yandoring priests of every .deno-
mination,by whom tliia Province is thronged.
The accomodation for travellers at this place
is miserable. A well conducted Inn orHotel,
as every wretched Tavern is called par excel-
lence, would pay well here.

During the last war, this wascue ofthe most
important places in the Province, it being ne-
cessary to disembark here all the troops and
military stores destined for the upper part of
the couotry, before hauling the battenu in
which they had been conveyed across the Isth-
mus of Murray, a distance of a mile and a
quarter. The Carrying Place must therefore



have formerly exhibited a very different ap-
pearance from what it now does; for though it
is sufficiently neat and dean, it is yet as dull,
dreary and desolate a village as any | have
visited in Canada. A few years ago, it was
enlivened by allthe bustling importance which
uniformly attends military movements, now,
however, not a sound is to be heard but what
proceeds from the rude revelry of the numerous
lurnber-men, who for a certain period of the
year, pursue their important avocation at it.
Talking of this place a few days, ago to a
gentleman to whom it has been long familiar,
he said he never thought ofjt, but it reminded
him of the Deserted Village. lii one sense,
the comparison is just, but | cannot for the
| soul of me conceive, how, in even the best.or
worst days ofits existence, its dreary sandy
road, and its tall, naked looking bouses, could
justify a comparison wi itli the modest retiring
beauties of Auburn, the

------------- loveliest village ofthe plain.”



------------- lovelieit village oftho plain.”

It Is somewhat astonishing, that notwith-
standing the immense sums of money which
have been spent by Government for.the con-
veyance of their troops am] stores across this
place, that no means have ever yet been adopt-
ed, to bring the waters of Lake Ontario into
closer connection with those of tlic Bay of
Quiotc. The very first Canal which it was
proposed to cut in Canada, had this for its ob-
ject, and so thoroughly convinced was Gover-
nor Sirncoe of its absolute necessity, to.prc-
serve the peace and secure the safety of ilic
Province, that it was one of the favorite
schemes which he most delighted to bring in-
to notice.. | have now before me a letter from
one of the must eminent men in Upper Cana-
da, to a gallant officer, who served with dis-
tinction in this country during the late war,
from which | have permission to extract the
following passage A Canal at this place
was the first ever contemplated in Canada,
and it appeared to Governor Sirncoe so very
necessary; that he ndvised its completion fong
before he left the Province. | shall very wil-
lingly contribute my humble efibris to forward
so desirable a plan, because it is public im-
provement which ought to have been made,
and which cannot fail of proving highly bene-
ficial, as you have already clearly proved, both
in peace and war.”



Notwithstanding, however, llie obvious u til-
ity pfsuch a canal ns that which | have men-
tioned, and the urgent recommendation to
complete it of Governor Sirncoe, and other in-
dividuals equally capable ofjudging of its me-
rits, it \vn3 not, | il.ink, until 1323, that Sher-
iff. Uuttan first moved for n survey of the
tract through which a canal could be most ad-
vantageously constmuted, A survey author-
ised by Act of ‘rar’'innunt, took place in 182*1,
QCcordin® which it was recommended, that
a caua! should he cut from Dead Creek into
Prcsq’ialo harbor, of such dimensions ns
Would admit of ship navigation, and be regu-
lated by the depth of water at the entrance of
the harbor. The estimate forthe construction
ofsuch a work is slated by the commissioners
appointed by His Excellency Sir Peregrine
Maitland, to amount to jCIG,G2l 9s. Sd. Tri-
fling however, as this sum is, when consider-
ed in reference to the advantages certain to
arise from tho completion of the work upon
which it was to be*expended, the object of the
survey Las never yet been carried iiito.cffcci.

The subject of Simcoo Canal, as | shall
venture to call it, was never again agitated
until the arrival ofour presentintelligent Lieu-
tenant Governor Sir John Colborne, whose
mind, ever.since lid arrived in this country,
has bten constantly employed in devising and
carrying in effect, the best means for advan-
cing the general prosperity ofthe Province.
Under his wise and energetic Administration,
we have observed-plana proposed for connect-
ing the great wilers of Upper Camulti, ant
for opening,up new channels to agricultural
and commercial enterprise, which are all upon
a scale ofsuch grandeur and extent, a%literal-
ly to fill the mind with the most cheering an-
ticipations, with respect to the speedy nd—J
vanrement of this magnificent Province in
Wealth and importance. Among these plans,
one for connecting the waters ol the Itay of
Qaintc with those of Lake! Ontario has Wen
revived, and the result was. that anothei sur-
vey, authorised by Act of Parliament,’ took .

, place last autumn. * |



According to this survey, it is proposed to
carry the canal from llie .head ofihe Bay of
tyuirfie inU> W eller’'s Bay, whenever there is
a passage iuto Lake Ontario. According to
the surrey which took place in I$2t, it was
proposed to carry the canal directly from the
head of the Bay of Quiutc into Prrsty'iste
harbor, it is not my present object to moke
an estimate of the comparative merits of these
two routes; | must acknowledge, however,
that otter a careful examination of M il, | r«r-
tainly think the first proposedis dccidtdly pre-
ferable to the last.

Alv object will have beenstifiicicntly accom-
plished, if | succeed in impressing upon the
itind> of the public, a due sense of tin* bene-
fits which would necessarily arise from n
direct communication being oj»;u 1 up ie.
tween the Bay of (Juintc aod Lake Ontario.

In a commercial pointofview, the advan-
tages to be derived from the constructions of
such a canal as that now proposed, arc great

and obvious. 0
1st. It will nflurd n safe and convenient

channel of communication between the ex-
tremities of Lake Ontario, free from all the
danger and delay attendant ujica the naviga-
tion ofthe opcu Lake.

It is well known to those who have made
the winds prevailing upon the Lake their stu-
dy, that they are subject to certain apparently i



ecapricious and anomalous laws. U lias been
obserred, for instance, chat while tlie wind
blew strongly from the east to. the westward
ol Point Petre (a promontory projecting
far into Lake Ontario, on the south side of the
District of Prince EJward,) it blew, a violent
gain from the south, at the lower end of the
Lake. * .
Another remarkable circumstance connect-
ed with the winds prevailingon Lake Ontario,
is that, while during the summer mouths, a
south-west wind prevails at night upon the
middle of the Lake, light airs from the north
are frequently' experienced along the shore.
From these two remarkable circumstances,
then, it.is evident that all sorts ofvessels sail-
ing between the head of the Lake and King-
ston, might avoid a considerable proportion of
I the danger and delay to which they are at
present subject, by keeping nearthe shore, cn-.
tering Presq'islc harbor, passing through |
the projected canal, and sailing thence to the ,
plaCc of their destination, along the smooth 1
waters of the Bay of Quintc. |f vessels were
sailing upwards, the same course, only in nn
opposite direction, would ,in like manner he
the safest and the best, .



2d. It would be the means'of dITdWing a
direct lincofcommunication between the Dis-
trict of Newcastle and Kingston, and thence
by the Ridcau Canal or the St. Lawrence to
Lower Canada, |If even now tliis rich’ and
fertile District is rising rapidly into, notice,
it >s obvious.that an additional impetus would
be giren to its advancement, did it possess a
safeand direct means ofconveying its produce
to oilier parts ofthe two Provinces. To the
lumber trade of the Newcastle District in par-
ticular, such a Canal promises the greatest ben-
efit. At present all the timber which is pot
floated down the Trent,js conveyed nlongjhc
lake.sliorein cribs, into )Yc)lpr'$ Bay, irTlUse
cribs are then broken up, when the lo*s are
drawn ono by one across llil* Carrying Place
into the.Bay of Quinte, where tim bushes's of
rafting is repeated’ By. the aid ofllic.Canal,
rafts from all parts ofthe Newcastle District,
bordering on the lake shore, could bc’conTcJdrd
directly to.Quebec, without the inconvenience
or expense attending the operation to wjiigh |
havejust alluded.' ; ( ... 1.\

3d. It would be of esseniiM benefit to the
interests of the Bay of Quinte, and to all the
towns and villages lying along the shores of
Lake Ontario. ; A safe communication .being
once formed,through the Isthmus of Murray,
and harbours beingqow inexistence along the
lake shore, such agjiliosd nt Coliourg and Port
Hope, it is pretty evident that to a certain ex-
| tent, the 9trcnm of commerce would change its
course, and benefit oil the plnres through
which it passed, byputting them in posses-
sion of a frcc,snfeand expeditious water rom-
in.miration to a desirable market, and thereby
giving an additional spring to their energies.
Thu advantages .which | have pointed out
wouh| hounmingled ,)yit!i tho slightest injury
to other pan$ofthe Province, there bcimr row
nota single harlior or village in existence on
the .lake shore between Prcfq'isle r.nd King-

ston.



In n military poiiit of view, this Canal
would add greatly to both the stlength and
protection of the country. Troops and miili-
tary storcj.couhfthen be conveyed ifrorn King-
ston, or even Montreal, and bo brought to li*.-ir
itpdti any particular place >r>|hoiil ,thc neces-
sity ofdisembarkation. One great inconveni-
ence which was experienced during tho hue
war, was the delay which often took place for
want ofthe necessary means for further trans-
portation. Several days, | understand, wore
frequently lost on this account. Now the
powerofconcemratingltioops upon ~'particu-
lar point in the shortest.space of time is ac-
knowledged by all military men to boline great
meansofensuring victory. Celerityisstrength,
was the remark of Xapolenn.. Were the Ca-
nal which U miw projected onoe constructed
it Jf obvious that, in*the event»of future
hostilities, the flotillas wlsirh inighf lie
ed for the protection of tha Day of(].iii:ite, and
the,ports along the lake shore, woUdImabV
to.co-opentc, which, ns things nrenotv order-
ed, it would bo impossible for them to do.

Prcxfisli* liar! our possesses inure natural
advantageslimn perhaps mty tuber in Canad.;.
The depth of the water is so great, itr.d tin-
areaof the Insin so extensive, that it isc pahle
of affording safe anchorage id all the v.umJs
which are likelv to navigate Lake Omano fur
cominnrinl purports. The [*oif:l nl I're?j1
isle is beautifully situated Ar the erection ofa
battery, nml «-njoys*o advniiifigcousa pusition.
that no hoMilc vessel atmnptmg to enter it
could hy possibility o$cojtc dcurucucn, it
being ner{?*.jry for them to pa-s within point
Mink shot ofits guns.



\\ I 'am uponihisnjbjc:t, | may nuiirk,
tnpni‘aut, that:ii lias ofnn appears) in nn*
soinewh it extraordinary. that there is not a
single fw.MilK*aiii>a in the whrle disiaj.ee be-
tween Kingston an*J Toronto, and ihainotthe i
slightest means hare been Vet adopte! lor’
keeping cptu a *afc rjtimuimaticu bUcen j
these two places. To effectihn. notinm: nmre
is necrvsarr, than after the cotnpletivn of
the Canal to ercet a battery Open J*i“ q'iJe
point, and another at ihe bright* of Tor: Hnpo
This subject has been levalong roglfCSH. It i
i* now full time thatthe Engineer Depart* |
iik n( should take it into it* serious eoa-idera-,
t.ou.

It IS N0 argument, ae lias I**t» «often ur-'
g«d, that we are at peace now, aad wed net!
therefore such warlike preparation® In an.i
swer t.i this, let it I*u ji-uiemU ic*l that the

br*i mean* of preserving jn-ace, is to shew cur
~neighbours that \re are prepared for war.



1itn io return to the Canal—I| am aware that
objections hare been urge | again?! its construc-
tion by a fitv interested individuals. One per-
son, indeed, from w U si | would havcexpcct-
ei aouie enlightened juJ statesmanlike view
of the subject, ha* openly declared that he
Iwould give it his decided opposition, because
| he conceived the interests ofthe neighborhood
[in .which he resided would he injured by it. It
is to be hoped liuiYcnr. that when the subject]
is again brought I*eiWw Parliament, the views
of the majority of tint Members will nbt’be so
contracted as those ofthe individual to whem
| have alludtd, and that the subject will meet
with all the attentiou which its importance
demands, no local or selfish interests being ol-
lowed to prevent the execution of a work,
whirh has so .obvious a tendency to en-
sure the safety, and inCtcase the strength
of the Province, and to open up new chan-
nels to the enterprise and skill of its inhabi-
tants.



