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Chapter 1
THE BEGINNING

Geologists tell us that before the Ice Age there were only two Great Lakes: Lake Iroquois, which 

occupied the entire basin of the present Lake Ontario, and Lake Algonquin, covering the area occupied by 

the other three upper lakes.

The Brighton area would have been in Lake Iroquois. The high ridge north of Brighton formed part 

of its shoreline, a very irregular shoreline rising 386 feet above Lake Ontario in Trenton. Lake Iroquois had a 

river outlet through the Mohawk Valley in New York State that flowed into the Hudson River. When the ice 

finally receded, the St. Lawrence Valley was opened.

When the last great glaciers retreated from the Lake Ontario basin, and the meltwater subsided, 

Presqu’ile Peninsula was formed. Two small limestone islands, with limestone shoals and shallows 

surrounding them, appeared in the waters of Lake Ontario. Sand and gravel bars began to form on the ends of 

the limestone islands. The sandbars grew until finally they stretched from the island to the mainland. Lake 

Ontario’s water level dropped steadily over a period of hundreds of years, creating a stretch of dryland. 

These sandbars became a peninsula, the one we call Presqu’ile Point. To the south-west of Presqu’ile lies 

High Blufflsland, the other main limestone outcrop. A narrow sand beach formed about two miles in length 

and it became known as Milligan’s Beach, after George Milligan, who lived on the high bluff in 1869. This all 

created an area of some twelve hundred acres.

Geologists over the years have come to Presqu’ile and watched the land gradually changing. It takes 

over 300 years for a sandy area to become a forest area. Every stage of this transformation can be found 

on the Peninsula today.

The land is gradually moving east ward at about 17 meters a year; therefore, new land is constantly 

being created. Nothing can grow in the first phase, but gradually tough small plants begin to take root. When 

the mature cottonwood trees release their fluffy seeds, they land along the water's edge. Some eventually 

root and in a few years a new row of cottonwood trees begin to grow. These cottonwood rows show 

the old shorelines.

Now that the cottonwood has taken root, a dense root system begins to form. This system holds down 

the sand and prevents it from shifting. These plants send out runners and in another two to three years 

there is a covering of vegetation. Soon a good soil system develops and animals move in. Eventually a forest 

system develops.

THE INDIANS

The first inhabitants of the area were the Indians. Since they had to follow the shoreline of Lake 

Ontario in their frail canoes, they passed Presqu’ile often.

Around 1665 the Iroquois Indians colonized the area. It was a wonderful area for fishing and hunting. 

Later the Mississagi Indians descended from the North and defeated the Iroquois.

On May 22,1784, the Mohawks, another Iroquois tribe who had beenloyal British subjects during the
1.



War of Independence, returned to the shores of the Bay of Quinte near Deseronto after the war and settled 

here as well.

E X P L O R E R S

Around 1605 Samuel de Champlain had discovered Presqu’ile. He had come to establish trading posts 

and build forts. The opposition he received from hostile tribes, who were at war with one another, compelled 

him to return home. Two spots at Presqu' ile have been noted as Indian battlegrounds: one at the east end of 

the Point just south of Salt Point Cove and the other on a point of land at the west end of the harbour known 

to this day as the Indian Burial Grounds. At both of these locations were found quantities of skulls and bones 

some years later. Native spears and war implements were dug up by the white man. The next white man to 

land atPresqu’ile after Champlain was LaSalle in 1680. But only in the year 1783 was there any permanent white 

settlement

N E W C A S T L E

Inl791 Canada was divided into two provinces, Upper and Lower Canada. In September 1792 this 

local area was known simply as the Home District. In 1802, the counties of Northumberland and Durham, 

having attained a population of 1,000, were taken from the Home District and formed into the District of 

Newcastle. A courthouse and jail were ordered erected within the town of Newcastle, now known as Presqu'ile.

In November 1797 a detailed survey by Alexander Atkins was done of Presqu’ile. A bill was brought 

before Parliament in the year 1802 to pass an Act to locate and survey a town plot of Presqu’ile. A large 

frame building, thirty feet in width and fifty feet in length and three stories high, on a heavy stone foundation, 

was erected by the Government. It was to be the courthouse, jail, Government tavern and a house for the 

district of Newcastle. It was placed in the care of Captain Selleck, and later sold to him. The town was 

divided into lots and one acre lots were granted to the following: Charles Selleck, Timothy Thompson, 

Thomas Ward, Joseph Gibson, and David McGregor Rogers. This town was never to be built. The disastrous 

and mysterious sinking of a ship called the Speedy forced a change in plans for Presqu’ile.

THE SPEEDY

The Speedy was built of unseasoned lumber in 1796 at Kingston. The harsh winters and hot summers 

along with poor ventilation caused dry rot. A major overhaul was done in 1802. There were no lifeboats on 

this ship. All of these factors combined resulted in the disaster that altered the course of history in the 

Presqu’ile area.

On October 7,1804 a number of court officials together with an Indian accused of murder, constables, 

and a number of passengers embarked on the government schooner, the Speedy from York (Toronto), enroute 

to Newcastle (Presqu’ile) where the accused Indian was to stand trial. On the evening of October 8 a storm 

blewup. The Speedy was sighted about midnight off Keeler’sCreek (Colbome)and itsignalled itsapproach 

with cannon fire. Large fires were lit at Presqu'ile Point to guide the ship in, but it was never seen again. 

The Speedy’s master was Captain Thomas Paxton and the schooner with its crew was believed to have 

wrecked and lost between Colbome and the Point
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Map of Presqu'ile and Areal 820 - Courtesy of Proctor House



Brighton Sentinel July 8,1853

Last week we noticed some o f the natural advantages o f Brighton, which, taken in 

connection with the proposed steamboat to Rochester and its central position on the 

Grand Trunk Rail Road, opens up a brighter future fo r this village than it presently 

enjoys. We referred to the design o f government, in the early settlement o f the Province, 

to make Presqu’ile the seat o f government, having the Town o f Newcastle surveyed and 

laid out, and courts held there. We mentioned that nearly fifty years ago a circumstance 

occurred whichblasted the prospects o f Brighton, changed the current o f  affairs, and 

left it to struggle alone and under every disadvantage. We have reference to the loss of 

the ill fatedvesselwhich sank near Presqu’ile Point, when coming from Toronto, with 

the judge,lawyer, and company, to attend court at the (then) Town o f Newcastle. The 

vessel had arrived o ff the Point in the afternoon and was boating for the Harbour. 

Hundreds were in waiting fo r their landing. They waited in vain. Nothing was ever seen 

or heard o f vessel, passengers or crew. A mystery shrouds the melancholy occurrence, 

which never will be satisfactorily explained.

NEWCASTLE ABANDONED

Newcastle was abandoned, and the buildings fell into neglect. The official statement read ‘Presqu’ile 

Point is not a suitable site for the development of the District of Newcastle’. The jail and court house were 

moved to Cobourg. With Newcastle abandoned, Presqu’ile became a haven for smugglers and counterfeiters 

who peddled their money on both sides of Lake Ontario. The schooners, Alice and Mary, became known

as the schooners on which counterfeiting took place.
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It is believed a saw and flour mill had been built in 1795. By 1804 there was a wooden dock at the 

proposed town where regular shipments of salt arrived. The courthouse was to have been used as a bam 

afterwards, and was located on the lot where Mr. C. Thompson’s house stands today.

On March 20,1821, Jas. Richardson Jr., Dr. McGregor Rogers, James Lyons and others petitioned His 

Excellence, Sir Peregrine Maitland, the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, saying that the townof Newcastle was 

‘so difficult to access that it will be a long time before it will become settled as a town, and the few persons who 

did settle there have moved away.’

James Lyons took an active part to expedite the evacuation of Newcastle. On February 12,1825, writing 

from Y ork, he petitioned for the land on the old to wn plot at Presqu ’ ile to be given in 100 acre lots to actual settlers, 

for when it was deserted, it afforded facilities to smugglers. This petition was referred to the surveyor general, 

who in reporting on it, enclosed a plan from the earlier petition of March 20,1821 to show the relative situation 

of the old town plot to the new one. On November 5,1825 an order-in-council was passed on Lyon’s Petition, 

ordering that Presqu’ile be resurveyed before any further action was taken. For this reason a notation on the 

map shows ‘O.C. 5 November 1825 and Pet. James Lyons’.

The new town was moved to Gosport in Presqu’ile Harbour, Concession C, Lot 34, on the mainland in 

1828, after the first petition in 1821. The new port was eventually called the Port of Brighton and became an 

important port of call. Some of the petitioners in this move were Mr. Lyons, Mr. Peters, and James Richardson 

Sr. who died in 1831.

SCHOONER DAYS

Brighton’s schooner days covered approximately 100 years beginning in 1802. George Gibson of 

Presqu’ile Point owned the vessels, Lady Mary and the Speedy between 1802 -1813. The first steamboat to 

arrive in Presqu’ ile Harbour was the Frontenac. The Frontenac was built in 1816 and had 18 paddles on the 

wheels. Other early paddle-wheel boats which plied the waters of Lake Ontario were the William IV', 

Constitution, Traveller, Canada and Queenston.

In 1812, an American schooner loaded with salt and bound for some port on the Canadian shore farther 

west, was driven into Presqu’ ile Harbour in a storm; with winter coming, the captain feared to remain any longer, 

lest his boat should be frozen in, seized or confiscated and sold by the Government. The schooner of salt was 

unloaded on a point at the entrance of the harbour, placing it in the care of Mrs. Selleck and her mother, and it 

immediately left the harbour undercover of the dark. Ox-carts were driven to Presqu’ile Point to obtain the salt. 

Since then schooners unloaded their cargoes on this strip of land jutting out into the bay, giving its name 

Salt Point. The sandbar is now almost washed away, leaving the tiny island now in evidence off the Point. 

P R E S Q U ’ILE

Presqu’ile de Quinte was made up of the present bluff and part of the Point west of Calf Pasture. 

The former was said to have run from Presqu’ile Point for about 40 rods in a northerly direction. 'Presqu’ile 

de Quinte’ is a mixture of French and Indian. Presqu’ile means a portion of land nearly surrounded by water. 

The word ‘Quinte’, spelled Quintay in 1672 by Frontenac, is of Indian origin and is a corruption of the Indian
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word ‘Kente’. The name was applied to the land about the harbour in 1821.

Discussions arise over the years about the correct spelling of Presqu’ile and the last article found 

about the name was in the July 1905 Brighton Ensign.

Someone had taken the trouble to obtain the authoritative spelling which is ‘PresquTle’. The word is 

French, not Indian as many think, and is divided from the words ‘Presque’ (nearly or almost) and ‘ile’ (Island). 

The word Presqu’ile has been attached to the words ‘deQuinte’, ‘Peninsula’ and ‘Harbour’ on various maps. 

In such cases the spelling always varied.

In 1798 die name i s ‘Presque Isle deQuinte’. In 1840 the name is ‘Presque Isle Bay’.

In 1869 the name is ‘Presqu’Isle Peninsula & Presqu’Isle Harbour’.

In l8 7 8 th en am eis‘Presque’Isle Peninsula & Presque Isle Harbour’.

Inareportof 1853 from the Township Council the name is ‘Peninsula of Presqu’Isle’, and ina 1861 

reportit is ‘Presqu’ile Point’. In 1933 the names used are ‘Presqu’ile Bay’, ‘Presqu’ile Park’ and ‘Presqu’ile 

Point’. Only once previous to 1933 does the name appear as we now have it, ‘Presqu’ile Point’. 

P I R A T E S

Pirate Bill Johnson was known as the "Thousand Islands Pirate" during the war 1837-38. Johnson was 

an unhappy Irish storekeeper who deserted the British cause and joined the American side. In 1839 he led a 

raiding party against the British Steamer, Sir Robert Peel, near Alexandria Bay. About this time he also visited 

the Presqu’ile area. They ascended to the peaceful community and pillaged homes of residents (mostly 

sailors), and they destroyed a schooner that was under construction by Joseph Gibson at Calf Pasture. 

Johnson’s vessel was a long sharp galley with six oars on each side. He often held up at Nicholas Island or the 

Scotch Bonnet and waited until a convoy was creeping from Presqu’ile or Carrying Place. Johnson would 

sweep down and rob them before they got to Salt Point.

Johnson was jailed in Albany, N.Y. but was eventually pardoned due to "spy" work done in the 1812 

War for the United States.

THE MAIN LIGHT

In 1840 a lighthouse was erected because many ships floundered in and about Presqu’ile Harbour. It 

was the head light for a chain of guide lights into the sheltered water. The main lighthouse was referred to as 

the Big Light, made of solid limestone and octagonal in shape. It rose to a height of 67 feet and had five 

separate floors. A kerosene light was kept going at all times; its beacon could be seen for thirteen miles. One 

of the men who helped build this structure was William Breeze. In 1870 there was a great concern about the 

deterioration of the limestone and a clapboard shell was built around the original building.

A stone house was built for the lighthouse keeper and a small stone building was put up to house the 

foghorn. The Big Light was guarded throughout the years by various keepers. In 1848 it is believed that 

William J. S weetman Sr. who lived at Presqu’ ile was the first keeper of the light and was succeeded by his son- 

in-law. It was not until 1858 that he officially held this position. He was still performing this duty as late as 1867 

at a salary of $325 per year. The S weetman's ran the lighthouse until the Dominion Government took over in
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1874. Other lighthouse keepers were: Mr. William Henry Sherwood from April 29,1 898 to May 2, 1911; 

Hugh E. Smith from May 3,1911 to May 3,1912; Fred T. Cornwall from May 4,1912 to October 1926. 

SCOTCH BONNET LIGHTHOUSE

In 1853 Gull Island also got a lighthouse known as the Scotch Bonnet. It was erected by Robert Francis 

of Trenton.

SALT POINT LIGHTHOUSE

In the 1850’s two more lighthouses or ‘Range Lights’ were erected on SaltPoint between the brick 

house and the Government dock. By 1904 the ice had taken the island away. Later, a crib of stones was built 

around a new island lighthouse.

The keeper of Salt Point Light was Mr. George B. Simpson, who lived in a cottage on the shore with 

his two sons and daughter, (presently Del Smith's). He also tended what was called the ‘Middle Light’, which 

was built on a crib about half way across the Bay, to mark the channel. This meant a trip by rowboat twice a day 

from SaltPoint, regardless of the weather conditions.

When the ‘Red Light’ was later built near Brighton’s dock, the ‘Middle light’ was taken away, though 

the crib on which it was built was left standing for many years and made an excellent fishing spot for perch 

and bass.

Mr. Simpsonreceived$700.00ayearfor looking after the Presqu’ile lights and the buoys in the harbour. 

He also was the guardian of the timber that sheltered the harbour.

Salt Point Lighthouse - Courtesy of Janet Mason 
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SHIPS AND SCHOONERS: The First Settlers

Superstitions in the area in the 1700’s and early 1800’s led to the mythical belief that the Sophiasburg 

Triangle swallowed ships that entered Presqu’ile waters. Mysterious disappearances of ships were common 

within the triangle extending to Bald Head Island from High Bluff to just south of the Scotch Bonnet. 

Ironically the Speedy’s shipwreck is located within the Triangle's borders.

Many vessels were owned and built by Brighton residents: William Quick and his son,Orin Quick, 

Captain John Covell, Captain John Cornwall, Captain C. Selleck, Captain Henry Maidand, and many others.

Schooners and their owners who made their head-quarters in the Brighton harbour often wintered here. 

Some of these vessels and owners were The Minnie Proctor (John E. Proctor), The Garibaldi (Capt. Carson), 

Isabella (Capt. Owens), Eugenie (Capt. Weaver), Alice and M ary (on whichcounterfeitmoney was made off 

Presqu’ile), Nellie Sherwood (named after a Brighton girl), The W anderer, Sunshine, Centurion (Capt. Ed 

George), The Mail (M. Ferris), E.H.C. Proctor (JohnE. Proctor), Plowboy (Capt. J. Quick), Suffel (Capt. John 

Carson), Fleetwing (Orin Quick), M ary Taylor, Maize and the Billow. The yacht Atlanta was also owned by the 

Byre Brothers for a time. The Bullock Brothers owned the Primrose and L.D. Bullock and they built the Blanche. 

Another schooner was the little Dreadnought. This vessel carried baby beef from Calf Pasture Point at 

Presqu’ile to Ox Point, down in the Bay of Quinte.

Each year a schooner would have its tragedies as lake captains were forced to find shelter in some 

bayor inlet,on shores, or be driven ashore before the gale. Presqu’ile Bay afforded shelter in such emergencies, 

but it was a hard place for a vessel in difficulties to get into, and many craft perished in the attempt.

Some of the boats that have sunk off or around the Presqu’ile area were: H.M. Speedy, October 8, 

1807; Pioneer, July 12,1875;FleetWing,and Belle (Beth) Sheridan,November 1880,off Weller’sBay, Sarah

Sophiasburgh Triangle - 

Courtesy of Barry Brose
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Ann Marsh, 1880, Weller’s Bay; Garibaldi, November 20,1890, entrance to Weller’s Bay; North Star, British 

Queen (burned); Ida Walker, November 19,1886, struck off Bald Head; Queen of the Lakes, November 19, 

1886, ashore off Barcovan Beach; Eliza Fisher, Oak Leak, Snow Bird and the Major Ferry, 1913.

The Blanche and Pioneer of Newcastle went down off Presqu’ile on June 12,1871. It went down 

so quickly the crew barely escaped with their lives. The only vessel known to be wrecked on Presqu’ile 

Point itself was the schooner Highland Chief, but there are no details of the incident. Over the years articles 

from these vessels have been washed on shore.

WILDLIFE AND FISH

In the early part of the nineteenth century fish and wild fowl were plentiful in this area.

The waters of Presqu’ile Bay and Lake Ontario were alive with untold numbers of fresh water fish, 

such as salmon, muskelunge, trout, sturgeon, whitefish, pike, pickerel, eel, bass and a great variety of smaller 

fish. These were the main sources of food for the first settlers. It was not an uncommon thing for two men in 

small boats, with torchlights and spears, to go in the evening to the lakeside of the Point. They would take 

from the the rush beds at the head of the bay a catch of 50 to 100 eels, besides other kinds of fish. It was 

also a real sport to the hunter, to shoot the wild fowl that came to the waters of the bay for food. It was not 

uncommon for the hunter to bag 25 to 30 ducks and five to six geese in one afternoon. He often witnessed

fields of ducks and wild geese, making the water surface black for miles.
COUNTY

Brighton Sentinel July 8,1853
At the time of which we write the county was thinly inhabited, and a few leading men held the 
destiny o f the whole Province, wemay say,in their hands. Major Rogers, a member of the Legislation 
Council, then residedinBrighton; sodidanother influential gentleman, Colonel Peters. On account 
of a superstitious prejudice created by the loss o f the Speedy, the Court o f Queen’s Bench (then 
King's Bench) was removed to Toronto. Messieurs Rogers and Peters moved to Coburg; and the 
former gentleman being in Parliament when the county seat for Newcastle was to be fixed, with 
other influential men managed to get it where it now is namely, at Cobourg. Naturally the 
officials and influential men o f the District drew around the County Seat. Brighton was deserted 
and neglected. Nor was this all. Every succeeding candidate for parliamentary honours, although 
pledged to advance the interests o f the whole county, when elected, has neglected this part. 
Political influence has always been against it. Apparently jealous of the superiority of the natural 
advantages o f Brighton, they seem to have studied to keep it if possible in the background. 
Even the present member Mr. Burnham, is not an exception, and alt hough is duty bound to carry 
out the just and understood wishes o f his constituents in every part o f the county, neglected or 
refused to introduce into Parliament a measure from the Municipal Council of the United Counties 
in reference to the Murray Canal. Probably like his predecessors he was fearful it would benefit 
Brighton. Notwithstanding the systematic opposition which this section has been obliged to 
withstand, the inhabitants, after years o f patient industry and toil, have succeeded in raising 
Brighton to an equal footing with her more fortunate (because more wealthy) neighbours; and 
now having got so far, there will be no difficulty to keep steadily progressing until that high 
position is attained for which this place was originally intended. Persons not acquainted with 
the locality may scoff at the idea; but it is admitted by menof highmilitary attainments, that there



is not another place inCanada better adapted for military purposes than Brighton. The Harbour 
is large and safe and the entrance could be defended by a battery on the Presqu' ile against 
the most powerful and numerous enemy. Freeman’s Point would defend the harbour from other 
directions. A tower on top of the heights would complete the defence o f the town, but we leave 
this to those who have studied the art of war. In future we may expect to be better represented. The 
new riding will give us a local representative, and we look forward to the time as not veryfar distant 
when a new county composed of the Township now forming the East Riding o f Northumberland. 
Brighton is so situated that it must flourish. Give us good roads; a good member o f parliament 

and a steamboat daily to Rochester and ask no odds o f anything on theNorthside o f Lake Ontario.

LI ME
Lime was in demand in 1853. The old lime kiln built by John Nix was at the junction of Presqu'ile Point 

and the Lakeshore. Lime, plaster, brick, and cement were used.

FARM S

Commerce passed this area by but a few land grants were given. The land records show the earliest 

settlers were Charles Selleck on December 5,1803 on a water lot, George Gibson August 10,1816alsoawater 

lot, Elizabeth Wellington November 20,1834 Water Street, TimothyThompson June 23,1803, Thomas Ward 

February 2,1805, Joseph Gibson August 1,1803, and Charles Selleck February 1,1803, all on Water Street.

Obediah Simpson and his wife settled outside of Presqu’ile Point at what is still known as Simpson 

Island today. Some of theirchildren settled atPresqu’ile itself. Mr. Simpsondied in 1805 and Mrs. Simpson 

died in 1810. They are believed to be buried near Simpson's Island.

John Kemp opened the first store in the area in 1816; however, we have no idea where it was located.

In the early days of Presqu’ile Point, Mr. William H. Sherwood lived in the house by the Big Light. 

Mr. Sherwood’s nearest neighbour was Simon Weaver and his family of two daughters and a son, whose 

cottage was a half mile west of the Big Light.

The map from December 6, 1869 shows where the farms were located and their occupants. The log 

cabins and frame structures could be described as log shanties with bark roofs and mud plastered on the 

inside. About fifteen residences have been accounted for. There was also a frame school house for the children 

of Presqu’ile.

In the early 1880’s there were several log houses standing. Adjoining the Government property on 

which the Simpson family lived, was land purchased and deeded by the Government to Captain Malcolm 

Shaw, who built the brick house on the site of the Government House. That was Captain Shaw’s winter 

home, as he was a Lake boat captain during the sailing season. The land south of the Shaw property, also 

deeded land, was owned and occupied by Luman Taylor and his family. Their home was a white cottage that 

would become the property of the ‘ Hotel Presqu’ ile’. The land adjoining the Hotel property was owned by the 

Maitland family. This land was acquired by Captain Henry Maitland, who came to the Point from Durham 

County, Clarke Township, in 1857, with his family, three of whom were drowned near the Bluff when coming 

to their new home by rowboat from Lakeport. Captain and Mrs. Maitland had five other sons and four
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daughters. All the sons became Lake Captains. 

Only George W. reverted to the land in later 

years and made Presqu’ile his home for many 

years and he had a family of four children.

Mr. Peter Smith, his wife and daughter 

owned and lived on land adjoining the Maitland 

property. This was bought later by Mr. Maitland, 

who many years later sold it to Mr. Jack Atkins. 

Mr. I.B. DeMille was granted permission by Mr. 

Maitland to build a summer home on what is 

known as Calf Pasture Point.

Adjoining the Maitland property was the 

home of Oscar Chatterson and his family. It was 

later purchased by Mr. Maitland and sold to the 

Atkins family. James Cornwall and his family 

owned and occupied the adjoining farm, now 

owned by the Boucher's.

Nex t came William Mason, who with his 

family occupied the log house, still standing, 

known as the Donaghy place and now a summer 

home. Adjoining the Mason property was the 

farm owned by Mr. William H. Craig, who had 

three sons, George, Arthur, and Albert. Two of 

the sons with their families made the Point their 

home for many years. A grandson, Wilfred, with 

a family of two children, had his home on the 

Lakeshore, which in the early 1800’s was owned 

by the Boyce family. At a later date this place 

was occupied by Matthew Mills and his wife.

A family by the name of Milligan lived in 

a log house on the Craig property, and this later 

housed the Sprung family. The Owens family 

had their home to the extreme west end of the 

Point; this house is no longer standing. Another 

home on the Lakeshore side of the Point was 

owned by Mr. M. Jobes, and this became the

13.
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summer home of Mr. Fenton.

Old Jesse Smithand his wife Samantha 

were also inhabitants of the Point. At one 

tiipe the remains of their log house could be 

seen in the ‘swamp’, which was always 

referred to as th e ‘Jesse Swamp’, and later 

became the Atkins farm.

EARLY SETTLERS

The following newspaper articles 

from the Brighton Ensign cover births and 

deaths of the early settlers of Presqu’ile as 

well as anecdotes of the people themselves. 

June 25,1897, tells the story 

of the first white child born on 

Presqu’ile Point: December 11, 

1821, Isaac M. Wellington, son 

of Joseph Wellington.

( L i

Gibson Farm House - Courtesy of Mac MacDonald

Mr.human Taylor, who departed this life February 

6,1899, age 73, was born in Connecticut in the year1826. 

Mr. Taylor was an active man and began life as a sailor 

when he was but 16 years of age, and made many trips to 

Oswego from Chicago, when the city was but a village. 

Mr. Taylor settled on Presqu’ile Point when about twenty 

years of age where he resided until his demise. He was a 

ship carpenter of more than ordinary ability and built the 

vessels at Deseronto, Picton, and the Centurion at the 

Point. Mr. Taylor worked on the canal where he 

accidentally broke his leg from which time his health 

gradually declined. The past eight or ten years he devoted 

to farming. Mr. Taylor married Miss Sophia Gibson, 

daughter of Mr. Joseph Gibson, July 18,1849,and had his 

life been spared a few months longer, the aged couple 

might have celebrated their fiftieth year of married life. 

The funeral took place from his late residence on 

Wednesday 8th. Service conducted by Rev. J.C. Wilson.

On September!,1898, at 

Presqu’ile Point born to the wife o f 

Abner Owens a son.

Eliza Jane Smith, wife o f H.E. Smith, 

daughter o f Charles Fiddick, born in Hilton 

April1,1854, died at Presqu' ile Point July 

4,1902. She married October1,1874 and 

to them were born two daughters. Mrs. F. 
Cornwall and Miss Mabel at home.

Jobes - A resident of Presqu’ ile 

Point the Township of Brighton, passed 

away on Monday evening December 11, 

1899 Lara, beloved wife of W.M. Jobes 

age 48 years, 5 months, 13 days.
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First House at Presqu' ile Point - Courtesy of Bill & Betty Jones



CHATTERSONFARM:

One of the first farmers at Presqu'ile was Elias Chatterson. He brought his family over from 

Pennsylvania. They came to Kingston on a barge with all their possessions, including cattle. As they were 

heading west, a huge storm came up and they ended up taking shelter at Presqu’ile. The family looked 

around and decided that this would be as good a place as any to settle. A log cabin was built.

As time went on, the family built a new home. This was located in the lilac trees where the road takes a 

‘Y’ today. They wished to build a new home and one day, when everyone had gone to town, they decided 

to take fate into their own hands. The furniture was removed from the house and the house burned. In 1904 

they rebuilt the farm house and it was removed by the Park in 1956.

Mrs. Pearl Hare, a granddaughter to the original Elias Chatterson, remembers hearing stories about the 

‘FeenianRaids’. At night the family wouldnotlightalampforfearofdrawingattentiontotheirhomestead. There 

were nine children raised on this farm . When Pearl’s father was old enough, he traded one of these farms for 

some land west of Colbome (1927). The farm had a grist mill, and flour was ground here for the locals.

Pearl’s two older sisters came to Presqu’ile a couple of weeks each summer to stay with their aunt and
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uncle. Her father would hitch up the horses near Colbome early in the morning and drive to Presqu’ile. In 

the early days they travelled along the sand beach and the sand would roll in around the wheels. During the 

summer months they stayed until late at night when the temperature cooled before returning home, as it was 

important to save the horses from unnecessary exhaustion.
Prior to 1939 Renie rented the 

Chatterson farmhouse from the park 

commission and called it Renie's 

Lodge. She had rooms to rent, but 

the Presqu’ilers remember going 

there for light lunches or an ice 

cream one. It was a nice shady 

place in the summer with a great 

atmosphere. Renie spent two winters 

in this home, with no telephone or 

ploughed roads. The Benjamin family 

kept her company during the one 

winter.

ATKINS FARM

John Atkins came to Presqu'ile on the advice of his New York City dentist, who had originally come 

from Brighton around 1895. By 1905 he had bought up some of the farms as they came on the market. 

Eventually, he owned the Maitland farm, Arthur Craig's farm, and most of the Cornwall farm. The family 

lived in the United States but the three children always made their summer home at Presqu'ile.

In 1920 John's son, Jack Atkins, came to Presqu’ile to run the farm. Jack married Francis Eagleson from 

Cobourg and they raised four children on about 100 acres of land. They grew their own oats, com and hay. 

This was used for feed for the 25 head of cattle. About 15 cattle were always used for milking, and, during 

the summer, Jack delivered the milk to the local cottages. In the winter of 1937 the milk was taken to the 

creamery in Trenton. In 1937 new pasteurization laws came into effect. It was no longer feasible for such 

a small operation to install all the necessary equipment that was required to sell milk, so the business was 

sold to Spencer Dairy in Brighton and Atkins continued to ship his milk to Spencer.

During the years there were always many tasks to be done and up until the War there was always a 

hired man who lived on the farm. During the winter months the family would take about two days and fill 

their ice hut which was about 20 times the size of the Pavilion ice house. The ice house was 50 by 25 with 

eight layers of ice. This ice was peddled during the summer months to the cottagers. Most people required 

a fresh block of ice every other day so up to the War the family would make ice deliveries about 8 a.m. four 

times a week.

The farms on Presqu’ile were fenced with split and snake rail fence. If the cattle broke through the

18.



fence, the family went out chasing them and escorted them home. The cottagers did not appreciate visits from 
the cow^. There were times when the cars were stopped, to move the cattle from the pasture to the bam. The 
farm had a number of buildings to be maintained. There was the pig pen, hen house, silo, horse bam, cow 
bam, milk shed, ice house and the tool shop.

Farm At Presqu' ile - Courtesy of Bette Donaghy Moore

The Atkins family also had a small orchard on their farm. The apples were leftover from the overseas 

markets when Ben Davis and Tom Sweets were popular. When the McIntosh apples arrived, the old orchards 

were left to go to seed. The family also sold eggs and firewood, and they did grass cutting and repair work. 

After the War the family only hired day help when it was required.

During the War years the family had two horses, Dolly and Pat, and a case tractor. Dolly and Pat came 

in handy around 1943, when the family was snowbound for about two months. The family normally drove to 

town in a truck. When the town snowplow broke down, it was decided to leave the road until it melted. The 

children missed two months of school! The milk was transported every couple of days across the ice with 

horses. Ice travel was usually vetoed, unless it was an emergency, because it was difficult to get on and off
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the ice. There was usually a ridge that formed in the middle of the trail making travel difficult

The Atkins' also had a delivery service and during the War, bundles of the Toronto Star and Toronto 

Telegram evening papers were picked up in Brighton. Harold Jack's son would hand deliver these to the 

cottagers on his bike. They would also deliver meat from Thompson's meat store and orders from Eaton's 

and Simpson's.

During the War the Atkins' rented out four cabins that overlooked Calf Pasture. They also had 

White Rose gas pumps. The cabins were later sold to the Disney family and moved when they started 

Woodmere Lodge.

The ice house was a wonderful spot to read comic books during the hot summer days until Jack routed 

out the children about 4 p.m. to help with the chores. The Atkins' always had room for children on the milk/ice 

truck. They seemed to carry more children than milk or ice. The youngsters would run the milk up to the 

cottages and bring back the empty bottles.

In 1943 Jack received the contract for the school bus. He had a large Buick car that would take his 

children and Jim Simpson’s children to school each day. Some referred to it as a seven passenger taxi. When 

Harold Atkins became 15 in 1945, he was allowed to get his license. The next three years Harold took over the 

morning bus run. Each morning Harold delivered the milk to the dairy, then became one of the students. After 

Harold graduated, his brother Bob took over these roles.

Jack had a phone, and if there was a message for someone on the Point, he would send a message to 

him, and then you could go to his place to use the phone. If a telegram was phoned to them, they would write 

the message on a piece of paper and put it under the milk when it was delivered.

The Atkins' were always busy, providing services for the summer residents at Presqu’ile. It must have 

seemed very quiet to them in September when everyone packed and went home for the season, leaving the 

Atkins' to guard the Point.

From the late 1940’s until 1956, Jack was the Park Superintendent for the Commission. As 

Superintendent he looked after the road maintenance, became fire marshal, warden and supervisor over the 

entire park. The schoolhouse became the Commission work shop, where tools and road equipment were kept. 

Harold remembers collecting 25 cents a car from people using the beach and delivering the tax bills.

The Atkins family continued to run the farm until 1958 when the buildings were hit by lightning. Jack 

was informed by the Park that he could sell his farm to them or they could expropiate the land. The family 

reluctantly decided to sell the property and built Jack a house on Hope Street in Brighton. Jack's son, 

Harold, still owns a cottage at Presqu' ile.

CHURCH SERVICES

The church services at Presqu’ile date back to 1828. They were held in a variety of places over the 

years. In 1894 Monday evening services were held in the schoolhouse. The women wore their best hats 

and gloves.

Brighton Ensign. The obituary of Mrs. S. Richmond, of April 8,1896, tells ofa camp meeting which
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took place in 1828 on the shores of Presqu’ile Bay and was sponsored by the Espiscopal Methodist.

The 1896 Brighton Ensign. When it was learned that no minister would be present 

last Sabbath, a very good audience o f campers got together for a song service, and we are 

glad to learn that it was attended by some who are not very regular in church attendance.

On Sunday A ugust2,1896, Rev. C. W. Watch came overfor service and gave a nice little address 

which was appreciated by all.

The Rev. Wilson attended service on Thursday evening,and was surprised to see such a 

large attendance. He and his wife started home quite cheerful, but after wandering around the ice 

fo r  a short time, they returned to Mr. Arthur Craig9 s and he and his son escorted them across the ice.

Rev. J.C. Wilson conducted his farewell service on Thursday evening, the 25 o f June. At the 

conclusion Mr. Arthur Craig came forward, and on behalf o f the congregation presented the 

retiring pastor with a purse o f money, expressive o f their appreciation o f his services during the 

past five years.

^  In the sum m er of 1900^

Rev. Vrooman preached 

ôn Sunday evening. ^

WilliamThomas Fitzgerald died in Cobourg J une 12,1910. Mr. Fitzgerald came to 

Canada in 1900 and held evening services at Presqu’ ile Point.

Willie T. Fitzgerald, lay leader at St. Paul's Anglican Church, and 

W. Ray Freeman, local druggist, held services at Presqu'ile in 1903.

MURRAY CANAL

August 16,1889 was the official opening of the Murray Canal. A series of range lights were erected 

leading to the upper entrance. Dignitaries went through the canal and then went on an excursion to Presqu ’ ile 

Point.

S C H O O L H O U S E

A schoolhouse is on the 1869 map of Presqu’ile. It is described as a frame building on what is today 

Lilac Lane.

Inl901 Mr. D.H. Chestnut of Berlin, a former teacher at Presqu’ile Point school, called at the Point. In 

1902 he came back for another visit.

The schoolhouse at onetime was a yellow building where Rev. Charles DeMille taught. Rev. Watch 

made the decision when there were enough students to warrant a teacher.

When Frank Cornwall was still farming, the teacher was always their boarder. Her room was upstairs 

with no source of heat except the stove pipe that ran from the iron kitchen stove to the chimney. One of the

21 .



teachers was Thelma Donaghy of Colbome; another was Mrs. Pickles of Brighton.

Twenty-one students were registered at this school at one time. A bell that called the students was on 

the roadside on an old elm tree.

Muriel Gladys Hewitt was one of these students. One spring day she decided to skip school, so at the 

afternoon recess she hid in the hollow tree in the school yard. When the teacher rang the bell, Muriel was 

well hidden, and when the rest of the children went back to class, Muriel walked home to the cabin. Her mother 

asked her how she got home so soon and she said ‘the teacher let us out early’. Not seeing any of the Craig 

children on their way home, Minnie (Muriel’s mother) suspected Muriel’s prank and sent her back to school 

for a note from the teacher. Muriel had to walk back to the school and then return home again. Muriel never 

skipped school again.

Bette Donaghy Moore was invited to visit the school one afternoon. She recalls the teacher sending the 

girls to the outhouse and she found the ‘ eight holes ’ somewhat startling. When the girls were finished, the boys 

were sent out. A few days later a shy farmer's son stopped at the Donaghy cottage, on his way to school. He 

gave Bette a turtle’s egg. Today Bette thinks she must have looked at the egg in her hand, in a questioning 

manner because the boy then blurted out, ‘bounce it’ and ran on to school. Yes, she discovered the turtle egg 

bounced like a rubber ball!

In 1921 it was decided that the school house should be closed as there were only eight students.

P I C N I C S

Over the years Presqu’ile Point has been known for its picnics. The earliest records of picnics started 

in 1895. Many groups made up these excursions: Brighton residents, local church groups and Presqu’ile 

residents. The following are some of the many articles from the Brighton Ensign.

Anniversary Picnic - On Wednesday July 6, 1898, the annual picnic o f the Sunday School at 

Presqu’ile Point was held near the residence o f Mr. M. Jobes. The school has been in existence for one 

year. The first superintendent was Mr. Wm.H. Sherwood and his successor was Mr. Chestnut, the public 

school teacher. Although there are but a few families, so great was their enthusiasm, they kept the school 

open throughout the year. Preparations were duly made for the picnic. A substantial table that would seat 

nearly one hundred was erected. About noon, the wives and daughters spread the table cloths, and soon 

the table was loaded with delicacies. Among the parties from a distance were: Rev. &Mrs. Wilson, Mr. & 

Mrs.D.C.Bullock,Miss. Simpson,Mr. G.Sherwood, agent,andMr. CM.Lapp. Abouteightypartookofthe 

good things provided. After dinner, games were the order o f the day. The elderly gentlemen engaged in 

pitching quoits. The young men, with their lady friends, went for a sail. Some o f the boys engaged in 

baseball. David Corey was there and he had foot races, egg races, spoon races etc., by young, old, married 

and unmarried; and each case, the reward was a cup and saucer. The last race proposed was a swimming 

race which did not take place. The expression of all was that it was to be held annually, and they 

will assemble and enjoy another day together in the year 1899.
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August?,1903, UnionPicnic.

On Wednesday, August 5th, the 

Methodist and Presbyterian Sunday 

School picnicked at Presqu’ile Point.

Owing to the weather forecast, the 

attendance was not as large as usual.

However, an enjoyable day was spent by 

all who were present. A number drove 

around and a part went across on the 

Quick Brothers’ yacht. The sail was an 

enjoyable one. At the Point eating of the 

luxuries provided was part of the past time.

Prizes for athletic sports were contestedfor 

with spirit by the boys and girls. The 

following is a list of the prize winners:

Boys’ three-legged race, under 12.1st Percy 

Robson andThomas Peister, 30 cents.

2ndElihuCovell and Deacon 

Cummings, 20 cents.

Boys’ three-legged race,over 12.1st. Fred 

Whitt on and Arlie Tompkins, 30 

cents. 2nd Charles Lapp and Andrew 

Tompkins

Girls’ race under 10. IstQueenieBowels, 

work basket; 2nd Laura Shea, comb 

Girls’race over 10.1st Annie Lockwood, work 

basket; 2nd Myrtle Caverley, hairpins 

Standing jump, boys over 12. FredWhitton, knife 

Standing jump, boys under 12. Oscar Maybee, mouth organ

Running race, boys under 12. 1st Thomas Peister, belt; 2nd Kenneth Cummings, 15 cents 

Running race, boys over 12. 1st Fred Whitton, running shoes; 2nd Arlie Tompkins, 15 cents 

Potato race, boys under 12. 1st Kenneth Cummings, necktie; 2nd Percy Hare, box of peanuts

T ug of war, boys under 15. FredWhitton (captain), Clarence Craig, Fred Bayes, George Rowley, Court Sprentnall, Frank 

Hodge - $1.00. This prize was given by A A. Clark, representative of O'Kelly & Co., London, England 

Tug of war, same teams, for Sam Nesbitt's special prize. Fred Whitton’s team won 50 cents 

Throwing baseball 15 -20. Harry Wade, tie pin

Picnic Gathering - Courtesy of George Deans-Buchan
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Biscuit race (eating 3 soda biscuits). ClarkLapp 50 cents

Boys'race under 9. 1st Frank Lowe, pound of candy; 2ndEliha Coveil, peanuts

Long distance run. Open. 1st. Frank Hodge 50 cents; 2nd Keith Dean, 10 cents

Girls' running race, under 17. 1 st Anna Lockwood, scissors; 2nd Marion Lawson, 15 cents

Running jump, boys under 12. Percy Hard, 25 cents.

Running jump, boys over 12. TedLockwood, 13feet9 inches, 25 cents

Potato race, girls under 16. 1st Dora Leslie, 1/2 doz. silver spoons; 2nd Myrtle Caverley, 25 cents

Running race in water. 1st Charlie Lapp, bat and ball; 2nd Andrew Tompkins, candy and nuts

Judges - RJ. Whitton, B.C.H. Becker, Ralph Edmison, R.B. Scripture. The committee desire to thank those who gave

prizes for the races.______________________________________________________________________________

f  July 27,1904 the annual picnic of the Methodist and Presbyterian Sabbath Schools was ~ \

held at Presqu*ile Point. There was a large attendance. Early in the morning the would-be- 

pleasure-seekers were to be seen comingfrom all directions, carrying baskets laden with eatables 

of all varieties. Some went by boat and others drove over the beach to the point of destination. 

Dinner and teas were much enjoyed by young and old. It is wonderful how the appetite develops 

with but a day’s outing. It may be the excellent work of the culinary part of the program. In the 

afternoon the following races took place:

Runningracesfor boys under 16 .1st, William Lawson, 75 cents; 2nd,DonDavidson, 50 cents; 3rd, 

Harry Clark 25 cents

Boys under 11. 1st, KeithRoblin, 75 cents; 2ndK. Cummings, 50 cents; 3rd, Russell Marshall 25 

cents

Girls running under 1 3 .1 st, Minnie Smith, 75 cents; 2nd, Myrtle Clark, 50 cents; 3rd, Eliza Taylor,

25 cents.

Boys’ three - legged race. 1st, Masters Dean and Davidson, 75 cents; 2nd, Masters Clark and 

Peister, 50 cents; 3rd, Masters Leslie and Coveil, 25 cents 

Consolation race. 1st, Maurice Cheer, 50 cents; 2nd, Kenneth Cummings, 25 cents 

^  Swimmingrace. 1 st, Char lie Lapp ,75 cents; 2nd, BurtonDafoe, 50 cents; 3rd, Harry Clark, 25 cents, j  

As the years go on, the picnics at Presqu’ile Point expand to show more and more companies from 

Trenton as well as family reunions using the Park, then only known as the Point.

SUMMER RECREATION
SUMMER RESORT

The August 13, 1897, Brighton Ensign talks of a Summer Resort. Even some years before, there 

was talk of building a summer hotel on Presqu’ile Point. Several of the leading citizens met and arranged for 

immediate action, but soon a halt was called, owing to the fact that nearly the whole Point was under 

government control. However, had the company persevered today, the Point would have had a patronage 

second to none on the north shore of Lake Ontario.
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It was hardly necessary to point out the many advantages to the health seekers of Presqu’ile Point. It 

was located between Brighton Bay and Lake Ontario, resulting in cool breezes atall times. There was good 

fishing and, at the proper season, duck shooting.

Should a company be formed, it would not be necessary to obtain permission from the government, 

although it would be better. At the present there were two or three parties who had deeded land. One of these 

lots could be purchased, the necessary building erected and permission obtained to arrange suitable ground 

for guests.

To complete the plans, a wharf was needed and little money would be required to restore it, so that 

steamers could safely land passengers.

THE BLUFF

To the southwest of the Presqu’ile Peninsula lies High Bluff Island, another limestone outcrop. At 

one time it was connected to the Peninsula by a sand and gravel bar which later was severed in two places to 

form Gull Island.

Brighton Ensign 1901 - The Bluff-This is at present an island of about one hundred acres, seventy- 

five of which are cleared and the balance is an excellent sugar bush. It has been in the possession of 

Mr. Simpson for a number of years. Owing to the difficulty in going to or returning from, in later years 

it was used for pasturing youngstock. A short time ago it was purchased for $2,000.00 by a gentleman from 

Chicago, 111., who intends spending, so it is rumoured, $25,000.00 in making it one of the finest summer resorts 

on the North shore of Lake Ontario. Many are the conjectures as to the plan to be used in reaching it. Some 

say a bridge will be built; others say between the main land and the Bluff will be filled in with large stones

and earth. The Proctor family owned this land at one time.__________________________________

f  1905 - Sheriff Proctor has in h is possession a Dominion o f Canada $1 bill, which was picked up ^  

at the Bluff, just west o f Presqu’ ile, which sank on a boat near there,November 9,1880. The only 

thing known to be recovered from the wreck is money. This bill was picked up on the beach and 

has been kept by Sheriff Proctor now nearly twenty-five years. It is in good condition and does

^  not show any effect o f its bath years ago.___________________________________________ j

TheBoyScouts formed in 1910 a camp on Bluff Island. Inl915agreat storm came up while the 

boys were on the Island and their camp was destroyed. Several men went over and a human chain was 

formed to get the boys back to the mainland through the troubled water. The women, organized by Mrs.

Charles Proctor, prepared a hot meal._____________________________________________________

Hugh Proctor, the youngest son o f John E. Proctor, drowned. He was engaged in farming land 

stock raised on the 100 acres bluff. In the summer he raised Heifer cattle and turkeys. On June 

30,1916 Hugh went to town for groceries and returned home late in the evening after the fog 

rolled in. At one point the horses had to cross water that was 2 l!2feet deep. It is speculated

that the horses got tangled and Hugh lost his life. His body was found one month later._______

Years later many cottagers used to take picnic boats and party out on the Bluffs. Ross Wishart is
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remembered taking his family for a picnic and gathering Summer Savory which was then tied in bunches and 

hung up to dry for winter use in cooking.

COTTAGES
In 1905 a map was made by Colonel W.P. Anderson of the Marine Department to show the location 

of lots for sale suitable for the erection of cottages. It is believed that four farmers were still on the Peninsula. 

The land from east of the hotel was surveyed into 'camper lots'. They were usually 40 feet wide and were leased 

out on a yearly basis. Some of the owners of the first camper lots were: Mrs. Ketchum, Mrs. Lockwood, Dr. 

C.M. Sandford, R.Y. Leslie (location of the Post Office), W.C. Butler, Dr. SamSandford,A.B.Geddis, William 

Cooper,KeithDean,D.C.Bullock, Alice Porte,W.Parle,Fred Watson,C.B.Kemp, G.Drewry, H.B.Howell, J.D. 

Henry, James Gardrey, Walter Elear, S.P. Weaver, Sam Nesbitt and T.J. Spafford.

Huycke {  \
Gaffer Thornton

Huycke first came to 

Presqu’ile in 1880 for his 

summer holidays at age 

16. A tent was pitched 

for these early days.

His first cottage 

was built across from the 

present Nesbitt cottage in 

about 1890. In his years 

at Presqu’ile Mr. Huycke 

built three cottages in all.

The family remembers him 

enlarging the cottage by 

cutting it in half and mov

ing one portion, then add

ing a section in the middle.
Gaffer was a very scheduled person and the neighbours would see him out swimming at 7 a.m. (weather

permitting) and the lights were always out by 11 p.m.
The Huyckes were friends of other early residents like the Nesbitts, Woods, Millers, Marshalls, 

Clarks, Huffmans, Deans-Buchans, Butlers and Lockwoods.

Huyckes Tent - Courtesy of Nancy Hanks

DeMille

The DeMille family built their first cottage at Calf Pasture in 1894. An article from the Brighton Ensign 

in 1949 tells about Rev. Dr. C . W. DeMille:

'Dr. DeMille is the oldest living camper. He had a camp at Calf Pasture just West o f the Hotel. His

Great Grandmother was the widow o f Captain Selleck and remarried to I.M. Wellington. Captain Selleck
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was the first white baby born on Presqu’ ile Point. He would be a Grandfather to Rev. DeMille’.

Ruth Pollock Freeland always told about how her Great Great Grandmother rowed all the way to 

York (Toronto) in order to get possession o f the crown land she wanted at Calf Pasture, Presqu’ ile.

" In 1896 - There are not nearly as many campers here this year as there was last year. Last 

year there were eighty campers while this year there are only about fifty odd. "

Nesbitt
Sam Nesbitt had one of the first lots in 1885 and their first summer was spent in tents. During the 

summer the whole family would stay at Presqu’ile. Sam would close up his hardware store at midnight on 

Saturday, and head out on his bike to the Point to spend Sunday with his family.

Eventually a cottage 20 x 20 was built on the lot. The first cabin was moved off the lot and this became 

a garage for R.Y. Leslie. A breeze was always blowing through the kitchen and on the south side of this, a 

platform was built. A piano was by the window and during the summer evenings the windows were opened 

and music was heard by the local people.

Some cottages were newly built and others were purchased and moved from 12 O ’clock Point 

during the winter. Land in the early years was only leased to the cottagers. They called this a 99 year lease. 

The buildings were not allowed to be permanent so the early dwellings were put on platforms and put together 

with hooks so they could be taken apart and some were even stored for the winter. Some cottages still have 

those hooks today.

The Brighton Ensign since 1895 mentioned Presqu' ileevents and it wrote about the following:
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Windstorm - On Saturday, July 29,1899, a terrible storm visited the Point. The campers had 

nearly all their tents blown down. In several instances the orchards were injured by the trees being 

blown over and apples blown off. The storm was accompanied by rain and hail. In one instance a shed 

used for storing implements was removedfrom its foundation and torn to pieces, part of it floating out 

into the bay. Mr.D. Cumming ’ s new boat was turned completely over. The boat was not injured. Captain 

Claus and Master Tom Lockwood were out but their boat weathered the gale.

In the summer Presqu*ile 

residences have to rent,' 

by the week,

small cottages furnished.

September1902-Presqu*ile has 

been one of the most popular summer 

resorts this season. Mr. A.L. Mordon 

was the guest of Mr. R.Y. Leslie from  

Saturday evening over Labor Day. The 

camping season is nearly at a close, 

and many of the campers have already 

returned home. Our American friends 

have nearly all leftfor their respective 

homes. We hope they will all return 

next season.

Summer of 1901 - The present week has not been 

marked with the usual pleasantry owing to the damp 

weather; however, the campers enjoy themselves in 

many ways. Mrs. S.G.M. Nesbitt andfamily are now 

camping with guests, Mr. Morris and Miss Williams; 

Mr. George Gordon and brothers are camping. On 

Friday 6th Mr. R.Y. Leslie* s tent was blown down. John 

Gunyo and daughter are camping with R. Y. Leslie. Mr. 

& Mrs. Charles McCollum ofColbome were this week's 

guests of Misses Campbell and Cunning.

1901 - The campers were all very 

sorry to see Mr. & Mrs. Atkins and 

family, and Miss Delaney leave for 

home, per Steamer Alexandria, last Sat

urday. Hopes are entertained that they 

will return to Presqu* ile next season.

The map for 1913 shows the lots and some 

of the cottages at the time. The lots were 

small, only 30 foot wide, basically laid out to 

accommodate tents or the early removable 

cottages. As time went on, they became permanent dwellings, and porches and additions were added.

r-----------------------------------
In 1912 - Mr. J.A. Lord, a Presqu*ile Point 

Camper for 33 years, is believed to hold the record 

for the oldest camper ofToronto.
^ ____________ _________________________ J

FOG HORN

In 1906 a fog hom was established next to the Presqu' ile Lighthouse. A wooden building on a concrete 

foundation housed the machinery and signal apparatus. A steam engine that was fired with coal kept the hom 

blowing. A barge loaded with about 40 tons of coal would be brought in as close to shore as possible. The 

men would go out with two teams of horses and unload the coal onto the wagon, then bring it to shore and 

shovel it into the bins by the fog house. It would take these two teams an entire day to unload the coal into the 

bins. Each load was about 2 -3  tons and each trip took about 1/2 hour. Inside the building were two big double
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Fog Horn Building - Courtesy of Harry & John Grimes



steam engines, a fly wheel, tanks and a horn. If one quit, the other one took over. Water was pumped from the 

bay for steam to make the hom go. The hom could be heard for a 20 - 30 mile radius and was blown every five 

minutes in foggy weather. The fog hom house was made of clapboard to provide the echo for the blast

A qualified engineer, with papers, was required to operate the fog hom. The following were fog hom 

keepers: WilliamBert AinsworthfromOctober7,1907 to February 18,1914;HughC.McCollfiromFebruary 18, 

1914 to December 1,1914; J.W. McColl from December 1,1914to April 1,1925;RossCamritefromApril 1,1925 

to July 1,1935. Mr. Camrite also looked after the Big Light. Inl935theoldboilerwasremovedandsetoutside. 

The old fog hom was gone, to be replaced later by a bell buoy.

W E L L S

In 1907 two wells were located at the Point. One was blasted near the Presqu’ile Hotel and the other 

out near the Big Light. One has to believe that there must have been a number of cottages in the vicinity of 

the Big Light.

POST OFFICE

On July 1 ,1908 a new Post Office was opened by the Dominion Government, on Presqu’ile Point for 

the months of July and August and the postmaster was William M. Ketchum. Where this Post Office was 

located is not known. Mr. Ketchum was Post Master until the change of Prime Ministers, with his date of 

vacancy July 2,1912.

TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENTS

In the early days Lake Ontario had been an important link in the transportation system to Presqu’ile. 

In 1853 the Presqu’ile gravel road was under construction. On August 2,1858, the bridge from Brighton to 

Presqu’ile was found to be in an impassable state. Numerous parties interested in the fishing business and 

inhabitants of Presqu’ile Point were compelled to go to the road between lots six and seven in the first 

concession, west of Brighton.

In 1905, the roads to Presqu’ ile were still not completed. There was a very primitive trail. Teamsof horses 

could go south on Sand Street (todays Ontario Street), then follow the southern shoreline of the old 

Simpson farm where the teams would proceed to Simpson Island. There was a small wooden bridge, built by 

the Proctor family, that led over to the sand beach. In 1908 a trail was built. A team could go along the sand 

beach, or you could hire a sailboat. The Shewman’sand the Quick Brothers had small sailing boats which 

were used to carry passengers for a fee of 10 cents.

When Peter Covell ran the Presqu'ile Hotel, he would go over to the Gosport dock by boat and bring 

his guests back. On April 12, 1907, a regular bus and boat line service to Presqu’ile Point started. The bus 

left from the Central Hotel (downtown Brighton) and Proctor House Hotel, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., 7:30 p.m. and 12. 

The fare to the Bay was 10 cents each way, and the fare to Presqu’ile Point 10 cents each way. Also that year 

a ferry began coming across from Rochester to Cobourg carrying 1,000 passengers a trip. We are told that in 

later years Grant Quick also had a boat in Cobourg to meet the ferry and bring guests down the Lake to the Hotel. 

We do not know when this service to Brighton started, but it may well have started in the early years of
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the Hotel, under the management of Peter Coveil. When Grant Quick ran the hotel, he made arrangements 

to greet his guests at the Brighton train station, the Gosport Dock and Cobourg Ferry. Many of the guests 

came from Toronto and that was usually a four hour drive. For that reason some of these guests would stay 

a month.

In 1922 H. Craig announced his new bus line from Brighton to Presqu’ile. He would make two trips 

daily and in the 1920’s and 1930’s many people came by train. If notified, a vehicle would be waiting at the 

train station. Before 1914 there were three train stations in town: The Canadian Pacific, Northern Ontario, 

and the Grand Trunk. There were twenty-two passenger trains that stopped in Brighton every business day, 

transporting passengers, mail, goods, and other merchandise!

1904 - Aground- OnThursday morning, November 13th. The Caspain, which left the port o f Rochester,

N. Y. ,for the Brighton and other Bay ports, ran aground near the big lighthouse. The fog was so dense 

that no light was visible even at a short distance. The vessel ranagroundabout 12:30a.m., and the North 

King made an ineffectual effort to float the Caspain. The passengers were taken aboard the King and 

landed at the Brighton dock. A number o f them came to the village and found their destination by way 

o f the Grand Trunk Railroad.

STEAMERS, FERRIES

The Rapid King and Queen were excursion boats that went from Rochester to the Thousand Islands 

during the summer months. These boats would stop at the Presqu' ile Hotel to see if any of the guests 

wanted to go on the cruise. Sometimes the ship stayed over whenever the weather was too rough to cross 

the lake. They were still making stops at the Hotel in 1922.

Information from a Journal Early 1900s

tickets sold for the King and Casper.

Brighton-Charlotte Town $225 return $3.90 children$1.95

Brighton - Thousand Island $1.00

r

v.

Rates for the Steam boats.

Brighton-Picton

Brighton - Rockportor AlexandriaBay

\

$ 1.30 

$2.50 ^

1914 was the year the Quick Brothers announced regular trips, but boats were ready anytime for 

engagement for Sunday School picnics, sailing parties to all ports and around Presqu’ile.

In 1915 boat service to Presqu’ile was very active. The 50 foot gasoline boat Paridee, owned by the 

Presqu’ile Ferry Company, ran hourly beginning at 7 a.m. and the fare was 10 cents. At the same time the 

‘gasoline cruise,' Jessica 11, managed by George Shewmanand A.S. Ward, did similar services.
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Steamer in Presqu' ile Bay - Courtesy of Ralph Bangay

HARBOUR ITEMS

In 1909 a report called the Harbour Items appeared in the Brighton Ensign.

Mr. George Davidson is installing 

gasoline power in his former steam 

yacht.

The Beulah came up the Bay in tow 

of the Varuna last week. Something 

must have happened?

The Genesee, of the 

Rochester Yacht Club, and 

former winner of the Canada 

Cup, was in port Sunday.

The motor launches make the harbour lively 

at all hours of the day. Following are the owners: 

JH. Morrow, Aff. Gunyo, Fred Roblin, Oscar 

Morrow, Harry McMaster, Thomas Cheer, William 

Snelgrove,, Jos. Langdon, Finley Snelgrove, Arthur 

Bullock Jos. Robson, C.C. Cuilock M. Lawson, Mr. 

Watson, Harry Quick Sam Nesbitt, Ross Coveil, Will 

Snelgrove, Peter Grimes.

Sir. Alexandria 

did not arrive this 

week until Sunday 

am .

FT Snelgrove's skiff has turned into an air 

ship and floated away in the clouds.
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Chapter 2
THE PRESQU’ILE HOTEL

HOTELIER PETER COVELL

Peter Coveil was bom in Brighton in the year 1856 and was a resident all his life. For twenty years he 

was in the apple business and was one of the group of growers and exporters who made Brighton notable as 

the centre of one of the best apple districts. Peter was also involved in the export of pears, plums, and fish. 

At one time he was the Customs Officer here, holding the position for ten years, and he served two years as 

a member of the local school board. Peter Covell could well be called one of the pioneers of Presqu’ile, for in 

1904, he built the Presqu’ile Hotel. Peter was the owner and manager of the hotel until 1914 when he sold 

it to the Presqu’ ile Summer Hotel Company.

Peter’s wife, Helena Covell, nee Shewman, was also actively involved in the operation of the new

hotel.

(  —  ^
Hotel Presqu, isle Point, Brighton, 0|it,, Canada

Presqu' ile Hotel - Courtesy of Ralph Bangay 

PREPARING FOR GRAND OPENING

June 23,1905, Brighton Ensign. O pening o f  N ew  H otel. D om inion  D ay at P resau ’ile. A large and  

representative m eeting w as held in the parlour o f  H otel Proctor, T uesday, 20th ., for the purpose o f  arranging  

a program  o f  sports upon the occasion o f  the opening o f  the new  hotel at the Point. M r. Sam N esbitt w as 

elected chairm an, and called the m eeting to order, w hen the fo llow ing com m ittees were appointed: Horse 

racing —  W . G reenfield , J.D . S im pson, T .H . C heer, R J .  R oss; Sports, r u n n in g ju m p in g , sw im m ing, w heel-
35.



barrow, three legged races, etc. —  A. M . B utler, L .P. F lagler, and H arry M cM asters.

An in teresting feature w ill be selecting  a nam e for the new  hotel, and all are invited  to suggest som e  

appropriate nam es, and hand the sam e to W .W . Porte. Porte w as "D iam ond W illie," B righton's optician and  

jew eller w ho started  B righton's first telephone service in 1884. T he com m ittee w ill open the envelopes at 1 

p.m. and announce the one selected , and the party w ho suggested  it w ill receive the prize o f  one dollar. Large  

and com fortable conveyances w ill leave W eb b ’s C orner at 9 a.m . and hourly  until 3  p .m ., connecting at the  

dock w ith D. C um m ing’s steam boat and palace scow , to convey the guests to the Point. Fare from  the dock to 

the Point and return, 15 cents. The m anagem ent is sparing neither trouble nor expense to insure a grand  

enterprising citizen, that w e appreciate his efforts in supplying us w ith  a longfelt w ant: a large pavilion for dancing, 

with first class m usic.

Saturday next is our N ational D ay, the 38th  anniversary o f  th is D om inion . It is the m ost im portant day  

of the colony o f the British E m pire, and it is proper that all true B ritish  subjects should  celebrate the day in a 

fitting and patrioticm anner.

W e are all p leased to learn that our enterprising citizen , M r. P. C ovell, has provided accom m odations  

for all those w ho w ish  to avail them selves o f  the opportunity  o f  spending a p leasant day at P resqu' ile Point.

Y our correspondent had the p leasure o f  visiting the beautifu l grounds a few  days ago and w as show n  

through the m agnificent resort. The first th ing that m eets h is eye is an arm y o f  sk illed  w orkm en  w ho are busy  

putting on the fin ishing touches, preparatory to the opening (July 1st.) T hen he w as show n through the annex, 

which is very neat and com fortable, and, w hen com plete, w ill accom m odate about tw enty lodgers. In com pany  

with the m anagem ent com m ittee, we took a stroll along the m agnificent beach and found about a dozen m en  

w orking hard build ing a dock. W hen com pleted , it w ill a llow  the largest boat w hich  sa ils  the lakes to 

discharge her passengers.

I w as inform ed by the m anager, M r. D .J. C oveil, that he had been su ccessfu l in  securing a com petent 

staff o f  assistants, and the patrons can rely upon first-class service in every particu lar. A fter partaking o f the 

hospitality o f  the m anagem ent, 

which his undertaking deserves.

Advertisments From Peter Covell - 
Courtesy of Proctor House

your correspondent turned hom ew ard, w ish ing  the proprietor all the success  

ACCOMMODATION NEWLY

FIRST-CLASS FURNISHED

Hotel Presqu’ile
P O S T  O F F IC E  A D D R E S S

BRIGHTON, ONTARIO
C A N A D A

r a t e s  PE T E R  C O V ELL,

MODERATE PR IV A TE  C O T T A G E S PROPRIETER
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Peter Covell's Hotel - Courtesy of Ruth Cross



GRAND OPENING
July 1,1905 was the grand opening o f the new hotel. A committee under the chairmanship o f Sam 

Nesbitt arrangeda program o f horse racing, land and water sports, to celebrate the occasion. D. Cumming's 

steamboat 'Mystic' conveyed the crowds o f people from Brighton wharf to the new sand and gravel wharf 

erected at the hotel. Dr. Howell was the chief speaker and Miss Alice Porte (Mrs. W. Wright) o f Brighton 

was the winner o f the contest to name the new hotel, the name Hotel Presqu’ ile being chosen by the judges.

Everyone brought a picnic lunch and enjoyed seeing the first Hotel ever built on the Peninsula. 

Although there were still no roads it was a red letter day for the entire community.

The first o f July was a gala day for many o f the citizens o f the village and the surrounding country, 

and this is as it should be. Every man, woman, and child should be patriotic and no one thing emphasizes 

it more than a due observance o f our National Day.

Some visited their friends while others sought various sports such as fishing, boating, picnicking or 

visiting what is now known as Hotel Presqu’ ile. Vehicles were run hourly to the dock and on arrival there, 

Mr. Cummings conveyed the passengers to the new dock. Those who saw the beautiful summer resort for the 

first time were amazed and wondered that someone had not undertaken this enterprise before. A writer 

spent the day here and was hospitably received by the proprietor and manager who were busy showing the 

many guests through the spacious building.

Dr. Howell of Rochester, N. Y., who has spent several summers on the Point, was present and spoke 

hi ghly of the new enterprise. The rates are reasonable and the attendance such as to please the most difficult.

A substantial dock is now completed, with a depth o f water that will allow the large lake steamer to 

call. Thus ended the opening day of Hotel Presqu’ ile.
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HOTEL GUESTS AND ACTIVITIES
The first year shows the following registered at the Hotel Presqu’ile resort: F.L. Smith and wife, 

Napanee; Miss G. Lawrence, R.B. Graham, wife and children, Toronto; A. Bullock, wife and children, of 

Rochester; G.S.Kidd, London;G.F. Warr,Bristol, England; H. Johnston, Burlington; A. Young, O.T.Ellis, 

D. Mitchell, of Toronto; M.S. Craig, New York; D. Bennett, and J. Robinson, Toronto; H.Frigal, Syracuse; 

Mr. Stonehouse,Toronto; G.B.Bordrict, Hamilton; Allen S. Young, Boston; Mass; MissL. Andrew, Miss 

C. Andrew, and J. McKenzie and son, Toronto; E.J. Jones, Rochester, N. Y; Mrs. M.D. Fitzsimmons and family; 

Mrs. W.H. Briggs and family; J.J. Leary, wife and family; J.G. Andrew and wife; Mrs. G.W. Gillett; W.B. Jones 

wife and family; J.W. Henry, wife and family; J.B. Warren, wife and family; A.B. Dooniss, wife and family; all 

of Rochester, N.Y; MissR.Y. Miller, New York. W. Simpson, Miss M.K. Cole, H. MacDonald, of Brooklyn, 

N.Y.

f  In 1906 - Among the arrivals this week at Hotel Presqu* ile, from Rochester are - ^

Dr. W.B. Jones, Dr. F.H. Sanford, A.B. Davis, J.M. Webster, S.H. Waldron andE.C. Perry 
^ofAvon, N.Y.__________________________________________________ __ ____________^
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The Hotel had accommodations for 50 guests, with an annex added later. Stables were erected and a 

pavilion built in 1906 south of the hotel. In 1908 the pavilion was enlarged, a pool room added, shooting 

galleries installed, cottages erected, gas lamps placed on the lawn, a fountain installed, and swings and picnic 

tables provided on the grounds. In 1912 a further addition was made to the Hotel.

The Hotel had stables from the very beginning. In 1905, when the Hotel was built, people either had 

to come by boat or make their way over to the Point with a horse and buggy. Facilities were available to 

accommodate these rigs. We would assume that the Hotel had some extra rigs that could be rented out by the 

guest to get around the Peninsula.______________________________________________________________

1907 - Yesterday, Steamer Aletha with a large excursion party called at the Hotel A band 

played delightfully on the lawn, while excursionists were taking refreshments in the pavilion. 

Expression o f general admiration fo r the ‘Presqu’ile’ and the beautiful surroundings were on 

every tongue. Everyone who visits the hotel is surprised and delighted to find  such a beautiful 

summer resort, with such an excellent table. Host, Mr. Peter Covell, ably assisted by D.J. Covell, 

manager, were busy showing guests through the premises and catering to their comforts. Come

again._________________________________________________________________________________

1908 - The following are some of the guests at Hotel Presqu’ ile: Irving W. Paul & Mrs. Paul, 

Charlotte A. Paul and Dwight C. Paul o f Rochester; W.B. McCoy, N.Y.; C. C. Luitwieler and wife, 

Rochester; Mrs.P.W. andMiss Jessie Hoare, Corning; Miss J. &Miss Inae Waltzer, Rochester; 

MissK. Brown,Liverpool, N.Y.;J. Burnett, Cobourg; AR . Woolridge, Toronto;Mrs.R. & Miss 

A.R. Seward, Rochester;H. Hudson, Mrs. T.C. Wilson andLeana Wilson, Belleville.

Over the years from 1905, July 1 st always marked the official opening at Presqu’ ile Point, with a brass 

band and local members of parliament and other civic officials in attendance.

The Hotel was noted for its excellent home cooked meals. A typical menu would be: Cream of tomato 

soup, dressed ribs of beef, roasted chicken with dressing, creamed or mashed potatoes, sweet com, apple or 

raisin pie, and sponge pudding.

American yachtsmen found this a good place to stop for a pleasant break in their voyage. The steam 

boats and yachts would fill up the dock.

Brighton Ensign 1909 - Civic Holiday. Wednesday. August 11 th. was Civic Holiday. The drawing 

card was the races on Presqu’ile Bay, under the supervision o f  the Motor Boat Club,recently organized. 

The arrangements are fo r three days: Aug. 11,18 and 25, thus giving three days sport, and giving each 

participant a chance to make good any deficiency he may have observed in his outfit. A t the dock and all 

along the waterfront could be seen the pleasure seekers o f our town and the surrounding country.

There were two classes o f motor boat races, besides the canoe race, row boat race and swimming 

race. The results o f the day’s sport are as follows;

Swimming Race: 1st: JackBatton, 2nd: Robt. Poke, 3rd: Keith Cummings.

Rowing Race: 1st: Jack Davern, 2nd: Harold Bate, 3rd: A. Semple
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Canoe Race: 1st: Harold Butler, 2nd: Grant Quick, 3rd: Jack Batton

Motor Boat Races Class B. - Start, 3 p.m.; Triangular Course - Once Around. Prizes-1st, Silver Shield, 

2nd, Flag. Names or Owners o f  Boats. 1. Jewel -Jas. A. Robson 2. Lotus - O.L. Morrow 3. Frank Clark 

4. Santoy - Alf. Gunyo, J.H. McMaster, HaroldButler, Ross Lawson, Fred. Roblin, Clarence Bullock, 

Arthur Bullock, Herb. Greenfield, D J. Nesbitt, Geo. Davidson, John Freeman, Ross Covell, Jos. Langdon, 

Norman McNeil

Class C. - Start, 4 p.m., Triangular Course - T wice Around, Prize -1st, Silver Shield; 2nd, Flag. Names or 

Owners o f Boats. 1. J.H.Morrow2.T.H.Cheer3.M.L.Butler4.EarlWatson5.JohnLawson,Munroe Lawson

Brighton Ensign 1909 Hotel Presqu’ ile opened on July 1 st, and already has several guests. 

Guests are continually arriving at Hotel Presqu’ ile and those who were registered last week are as 

follows:

from Rochester: Harry Johns, Miss Stone, N.H. Seymore, Beta P enswarden, Miss Maude Sweetman, 

J. W. Paul & Wife, Mr. James Davis Henry, John Hynes, wife and son, Mrs. C.J. Foster, Charles 

Hudon, Arthur A. Hubert, J.H.Bierty, Mrs. M. Chapman, F.R. Stanley & family, Edith McCarney

Ottawa: R.J. Cochrane, Mr. McDonald 

Cobourg: Augest Mayer, Miss Leach, H.C. Noble, C.A.

Ramsley, A.F. Damond, John Robb, Richard Robb,

Mrs. W. Penwarden

Belleville: L.J. Hess & wife, W.J. Cook, W.G. Black, J. Allen 

New York;J.V. Doye.H.R.Fish,

S.E. Carman, Mrs. J. Atkins & family, Mrs. J.B. Eyres &Elmira Scotland: Miss Clements 

Toronto: E.M. Henry, Evelyn Henry, Miss Isabel Crozier,A.J. Smith,JohnMeng, Emily Meng, Walter 

Meng, Louis C. Wildman, Adeline Meng, C.S. Thompson,Mrs. W.H. Cunningham, Edith Cunningham 

Mrs. Samuel Hyman_____________________________

Quebec: C.E. Ford,

Buffalo, N.Y.: Wm. E. Coyle 

Montreal: A.E. Doig 

Brighton: W.Clemeus and wife 

Picton: Dwight Paul, Charlotte 

Paul, Harry F. Alford

In 1910 Peter Covell, proprietor o f Hotel Presqu’ ile, purchased the Shaw property adjoining the 

hotel groundand will fix  up the building so as to be in a better position to accommodate visitors next season.

Brighton Ensign July 1913. A t Presqu'ile Hotel -The Municipal Councils o f Brighton Village, 

Brighton Township and the Brighton Band were entertained by Mr. Peter Covell at Hotel Presqu'ile on 

Wednesday afternoon, 9 th, and banqueted in the evening.

The afternoon was spent in observing the many attractions o f Presqu'ile, and the visitors found that 

this ideal summer resort has lost none o f its charms, and that the man has been active this season in an 

endeavour to add to the comfort and pleasure o f those who are fortunate in being able to spend a vacation 

there. EachyearMr. Covellincreases and improves his buildings, and this year has enlarged the pavilion 

considerably and erected a confectionery and refreshment standclose to the pavilion. Lastyearhebuiltan 

extensive addition to the Hotel, making the dining hall a very spacious one and adding several bedrooms, 

yet he informed us that he still lacks space, as every new guest apparently enhances the popularity of
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his place.

The summons to appease the inner man was evidently welcomed by all, and ample justice was done by 

the innumerable good things provided, proving that the abundance o f fresh air at Presqu’ile is not 

lacking in its appetizing effect.

At the conclusion o f the feast Reeve R.J.Ross, in the capacity o f Chairman, proposed the toast 

to the King, which was heartily responded to by every voice. This was followed by an appropriate address 

from the chairman, Reeve AlfredBedal, Deputy Reeve Jas. Armstrong, and Councillors Messrs Nelson, 

Sorrell and Herrington; each responded in goodform to the toast ‘Our Municipal Governments’, dealing 

in a comprehensive manner with subjects relating to Presqu’ile. ‘Presqu’ile and Brighton’ was aptly 

dealt with by Messrs McCracken, Thome and McLaren Mr. J.H. Frise made a suitable response to *The 

Band’, ‘The Press’, O.T. Lapp, ‘Our Host and Hostess’ Mr. Peter Coveil was given an opportunity o f 

dealing with questions o f vital interest to Presqu’ile.

QUICK'S PLEASURE PALACE

In 1913 competition began for Mr. Covell in the amusement field. Grant Quick builthis pavilion opposite 

the hotel and that year the first masquerade was held. Rivalry between the two pavilions must have been been 

keen, for later that year the hotel pavilion was advertising free dancing Wednesday and Friday evenings with 

a Belleville orchestra supplying the music.
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Brighton Ensign 1913. A Masquerade Ball will be held at Quick’s Pleasure Palace, 

Presqu’ ile on the evening o f Monday, August 11th, commencing at 8:30 o’clock. Three prizes will 

be awarded by competent judges, and only those in disguise will be allowed on the floor until after 

9:30. The music will be providedby the popular BrightonOrchestra. Everybody is cordially invited.

A complete menu o f refreshing drinks, ice creams etc. will be at the disposal of those in attendance. 

Come and enjoy an evening o f genuine pleasure. Remember the place - Quick’s Pleasure Palace, 

Presqu’ ile - where you get first class service and can always enliven yourself.

Brighton Ensign 1913: An evening of great pleasure was that of Wednesday last, at 

Q uick’s Pleasure Palace, P resqu’ile. Dancers were there in big num bers, and the Brighton 

Orchestra was there, with thatsuperior brand ofmusic. Words failed the majority to express the 

praise they wished for the charming music. Piano, three violins, cornet and drum  poured forth, 

enlivening, yet soothing, strains until a late hour. This coupled with the excellent condition of the 

floor made the lads and lassies whirl in ecstasy, greatly regretting when the hour was reached that 

the musicians had to depart Everything seemed the better for the music, the ice creams more delicious, 

the variety of drinks more refreshing, and all was aglow through the medium of the orchestra 

Mr. Frank Whitehouse and Mr. W. Wilson, of Peterborough, two high-class violin artists, enjoying 

their vacation camping on the shores of Presqu’ile Bay, very kindly assisted the orchestra. Both 

these gentlemen possess marked ability. M r. Whitehouse at one time had a popular orchestra of 

his own in Toronto, but is now an expert tuner for the Nordheimer Piano Co. We understand that 

both M r. Whitehouse and Mr. Wilson will be at the Pleasure Palace on occasion during their stay 

here. They will be heartily welcomed as their presence along with the local members comprise an 

orchestra that is difficult to surpass.

Judges w ere:M rs.J.F.Langdon,M rs.Ed Bates and Mr. A.D. Bullock and the prizes went 

to Miss Wilkins (Balkan Princess), M r. H.M .W annam aker (Mexican Courtier); and the booby 

prize to M r. Cameron Luitwieler.

HOTELIER GRANT QUICK

Grant Quick was bom in 1887. Grant owned a large brick house on Harbour Street. He was a fur pelt 

buyer, landowner, and well known for exporting great quantities of fish to New York City. He also controlled 

quite a few ships involved in the fishing trade. Arnold Dale navigated the tug boat F.B. right from Belleville 

and stopped at all the fish wharves. Once a year Quick would take the fur pelts to Chicago. He bought the local 

fishermen’s fish and packed it in ice and shipped it to markets in the U.S. and Canada. There was always extra 

work to do to make a few dollars.

On August 1,1914, four days before the outbreak of World War I, Peter Covell sold Hotel Presqu’ile 

to the Presqu’ ile Hotel Company, under Grant Quick’s management. The Presqu’ile Hotel Company consisted 

of a few shareholders Grant Quick held the primary share of 51 % along with William J. McCallum, a lawyer, and 

Mervin Lancaster of Lancaster & Sons Builders.
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GRAND OPENING 

AT

Hotel Presqu'ile
ON

Wednesday, July 1, 1914

Mr. C.H. Clouston has leased the Pavilion and refeshment stands and will be prepared 
on that day to present a pleasing program o f music. The services o f the Brighton Orchestra 
have been secured for the season and music will be furnished five nights a week.

A new refreshment parlor has been erected in connection with the Pavilion where patrons 
may be comfortably seated to enjoy any o f the modern dishes as served in the best restaurants.

The dancing floor is being specially prepared and will be in excellent condistion.
Don't miss the opening event. You are cordially invited and are assured o f an enjoyable 

time.

44.
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Presqu' ile Hotel - Courtesy of Bill & Betty Jones



Grant owned about 30 acres atPresqu’ile. It went from the Price’s property (Woodmere Lodge), atleast 

400 feet east of the Pavilion to Jack Aikens' farm and to the back of Jobes' Lane as the west boundary.

The Presqu’ile Summer Hotel was in operation from 1914 to 1971. Over the years many had come and 

gone. The Hotel went t hrough many changes with its new owner and two more wings added. The Pavilion 

was enlarged and five more cottages were added. The Hotel was noted for its comfortable rooms and fine food. 

There was hot and cold water, electricity, daily rural mail, and telephone service. The sleeping cabins and rooms 

were clean and bright with acool breeze from screened windows. The hotel was a summer resort for generations 

of vacationing Canadian and American families.

The view from the veranda could not be equalled, with the hills of Northumberland in the background, 

sailboats in the bay and yachts at the dock. The magnificent sunset provided a pleasant sight

After the expansion the hotel had 32 units with three special suites. Most of the rooms were small but 

adequate. A hall ran down the entire building. The guest rooms were on either side. There were two bathrooms 

on each floor, one of these for the female guests and one for the males. Each bathroom had a toilet, sink and 

bathtub. The dining room could seat over 100 guests at a time. Two sets of swinging doors (one out; one in); 

were designed to prevent the girls carrying heavy trays from colliding. A double fireplace took the chill off the 

cool evenings along the waterfront. The hotel was a country style building with verandas along the north and 

east side. The hotel interior had a rustic appearance with unpainted wooden floors and dark walls. There were 

mgs on the upstairs hall floor. The east end was the rotunda with a large fireplace, the central location for all. 

The sports equipment was kept there. The entrance had a half circle counter and a grand staircase with lots of 

antique furniture. If the dining room wasn’t full, local visitors were allowed to come in for meals, but the live 

in guests always came first

In 1924 the Hotel dining room had a seating capacity o f225. A brochure of the Presqu' ile Hotel listed 

the rates and the many other activities. The rates in 1924 at the Hotel were $3.00 per day or $ 16.00 per week -

including meals!___________________

Two in a room, per week each $16.00 with use of bath.

Single room, per week each $18.00 with use of bath.

Also Rooms, En Suite

Family Cottages - Furnished to accommodate from 4 to 6 persons including meals at Hotel:
Two persons, per week each $20.00 

Three person, per week each $ 18.00 

Four or more, per week each $16.00 

Special Rates for children under twelve.
Phone 168 W. After May 15 phone 525 J.

In the 1920's or early 1930's Mrs. Helen Faulkner, a hotel chatelaine in Muskoka and Bermuda, with her 

son Eric, came to work for Grant Quick as chatelaine of the Presqu’ile Summer Hotel.

On December 8,1932 Grant Quick and HelenFaulkner were married. Eric Faulkner worked around the
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Hotel and Pavilion, then went overseas during 

the war. The Hotel was busy during W.W.

II, and it was at its busiest during July and 

August.

The Quick's, along with the hired help, 

stayed at the Hotel for the summer and closed 

for the winter. A section of the Hotel over the 

kitchen was kept for the help. The orchestra 

boys had sleeping quarters behind the lunch 

counter of the Pavilion. The staff in the Hotel 

would number from ten to twelve: waitresses, 

a chef, a pastry chef, a dishwasher and maids.

Mrs. Quick had an assistant helper 

because she couldn’t be everywhere at once.

Her name was Miss Ina Best. Mrs. Quick 

looked after the reservations and cancellations 

of the rooms. She assigned tables in the 

dining room and always checked on the 

comfort of the guests. She hired and trained 

the waitresses and maids. Mr. Quick looked after the purchasing of the food for the kitchens and anything to 

do with the outside of the Hotel and Pavilion, along with the outside help. If a nature lover was looking for a 

plant or a flower, he could tell exactly where to find it, saving people looking all day.

Brighton Ensign July 1922. The Presqu’ ile Summer Hotel presents a most charming appearance 

outside, with all its new improvements and additions; and inside, is quite the last word in comfort and 

convenience as well as elegance. The new rooms and suites with their new furniture are most charming; but 

we venture the assertion that nothing is more highly appreciated than the running water and baths which 

were added this spring.

The service is, in every way, high class. The manager is obliging and courteous, the hotel hostess most 

tactful and gracious and the lady in charge o f the dining room and her staff o f waitresses most attentive to the 

wants o f the guests.

At present the Hotel is quite full, the following being guests there. The Toronto people are Mr. H. 

Allen; Mr. GA. Deacof; R.W.B. Howard; Mr. T. Orr; Mr. & Mrs. R.H. Rice; Mr. L.M. Firth;Mr.&Mrs. W. 

Duckworth; Miss E.M. Walters; Mr. & Mrs. C.I. Rice; Miss Betty & Master Bruce; Mr. & Mrs. J. Bicknell 

and family; Mr. & Mrs. E. Newall & family; Mr. & Mrs. E. Berry & family; Mr. Arthur Bell; Mr. & Mrs. B.E. 

Bell; Misses G. & H. Chambers; V. Thorne; A. George; E. Laird & D. Spencer;Mr. & Mrs. Davis; Miss Violet 

McArthur; Misses M. Manser & E. Walters; Mrs. M. Edmunds & Miss Ruth Edmunds; Mrs. J. Newall & Miss
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F.Newall;Mr. Greg gin; M iss B.Algie;Mr.& Mrs. A . C. Hill&family;Mr. G.W. Watson. The Rochester guests 

include: Miss Kathleen Leach; Mr. & Mrs.Henry Berman & Miss Helene Ruth Berman; Mr. Harry Johns; 

Dr. WN. Wright; Mr.J. Hart; Mr.&Mrs. G. Shale; Mr. & Mrs. H.C. Nobles & family; Mrs. HJ. Todd & 

Misses FA. & D.I. Todd. Guests from other places are: Mr. & Mrs. C.H. Firth,London; Mr .J .A. Clarke & 

family, Guelph; M iss Ruth Snell, Belleville; Mr. C. W. James, Montreal; Miss V. Rowe, Exeter.

H Y D R O

In 1923 Grant, along with Royal Quick, who was themanagerof Public Utilities, brought hydro to the 

Point for the Hotel and Pavilion.

The last house on Ontario Street to have hydro is now 196 Ontario. (The original home burned down). 

Poles had to be put down Ontario Street one mile south, across the Bay, and around to the Hotel. This was a 

major task, because there was not much money. People had to use great ingenuity to accomplish such tasks. 

They had to use what they had in their immediate area. This particular job was done in two phases.

Phase one had to be done in the winter. Eight large poles had to be purchased, and these were very 

expensive, costing about $ 100. each. They came from Cranberry Marsh. The first poles were placed at the end 

of Ontario Street. The second set was put on a small Island called Goose Island, located in front of the 

present Municipal Park boat launch on Harbour Street. The third set had to be put inthe water ontheBrighton 

side of the woods. The material was moved out over the ice and wooden cribs were made. A hole was cut, the 

poles were moved out, and wooden cribs were inserted into the holes. The cribs were filled with stones which 

had to be carted out on sleighs. The fourth set was two more poles along the shore.

Phase two occurred when spring arrived. Now that the eight large poles were placed across the Bay, the 

regular poles could be cut. These poles were cut from local woods and one man, Hugh Carr, started drawing 

them along the beach, then proceeded around the Point. One of the main problems was to come up with a 

suitable method of putting the poles into the sand. Mr. Quick came up with a solution. A hole was dug and a 

large bucket was placed in the hole, then the pole was put in place. The bucket was then filled with coarse gravel 

from the beach. Once these poles were in place, the rest of the poles were installed. These poles were set in 

place by two men for about 25 cents. Maurice Cheer and Deek Cummings under the supervision of Royal 

Quick, came along later and strung the wire. Grant Quick paid for the entire job. It is said to have cost him 

$13,000.00. After this installation, whenanyone hooked up to this line, it was their responsibility tocompensate 

him for part of this major expense.

During the years of 1937 to 1938 the hydro went off at least four times. Mr. Quick suspected that it 

was sabotage, that someone had deliberately thrown two rocks tied by wire over the line. But there was no 

way of proving this.

THE HOTEL STAFF AND OPERATIONS

The staff in 1937 consisted of about ten positions besides the Quick’s. One was a person to run the 

store nextto the Pavilion. Hugh Quick a, nephew of Grant’s , used a wagon, took orders and delivered them to 

the cottagers. Later a small store was built to the west of the dance hall .which sold coal oil and groceries, with
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a gas pump out front. The store was stocked with all the supplies that a boater might need. Gas pumps were 

beside the store and if boaters needed gas for their motorboats, it had to be lugged in five gallon cans down 

to the dock. Boaters could also buy ice from the store. The person in charge would go over to the ice house 

and carry the block, an average of 50 lbs. down to the docks.

Four to five girls ran the dining room. There were two chambermaids, and one girl did laundry. The 

laundry girl had her room located in the building with the large wash tub and the 'mangle'. The large tub rotated 

with soapy water. It was heated by a coal fired water jacket heater. Once the sheets were washed, they were 

hung out on lines, running east and west, on the west side of the Hotel. Once the sun and wind dried them, they 

were pressed on the mangle, amachine withlargeheatedrollers. One summer when Yvonne Russell was about 

24-25 years old, she decided to work at the Hotel with other young people she knew. She worked the summers 

of 1959 and 1960. Wendy Welsh and Terry Watts worked at the hotel at the same time. Yvonne, a grand

daughter to Mrs. Blanche Witman, married Bob Scanlon.

Yvonne helped Mrs. Quick a great deal. She helped during the day with reservations and menus. 

During the evening, she saw to the guests getting off the boats. She took over as acting hostess at tea time and 

also saw to it that all the guests were entertained and had a good time. Yvonne also helped close up.

THE BELLHOP/HANDYMAN
Mr. Quick’s first handyman worked at the Hotel for many years, and his wife was the cook, but 

because of health reasons, they had to retire at short notice in 1937. After this, he had several different 

handymen. A handyman’s day was a very busy day, starting at 5 a.m. The first thing was to start the big coal 

burning cook stove. Ashes from the previous day had to be removed. One had to be very careful to prevent 

a back draft of the cedar smelling smoke. It was very acrid and hard to remove. Looking after the coal burning 

water heater was very important. The water coils had to stay at the correct adjustment and, if the fire went out, 

there was no hot water for the guests or the laundry. He made a tour of the yard to pick up any unwanted 

debris and there was a constant battle with cobwebs on the veranda, to be removed before guests awoke. He 

had to cut the grass with a push type mower, and groom the tennis court and bowling greens. Flower beds 

were to be maintained, along with weed removal from the rock garden. Bachelor buttons grew very well in 

the hotel flower beds. These were often used to make fresh bouquets for the dining room. The shoreline was 

to be kept clean, and the boat house maintained. The latter contained about twelve Peterboro canoes and small 

shallow rowboats, that were rented out for 25 cents an hour. The handyman also had to clean out the flush 

toilets by the west boundary used by the cabin guests and visitors to the Pavilion. It was important to make 

sure there was always plenty of paper, a clean basin and scrubbed floors.

But the number one position was being bellhop. If someone checked into the Hotel, the bellhop was 

summoned. His job was to carry the luggage to the guest’s room, open the window and go down to the well. 

He took the water decanter and used the hand pump to get the clear, cold drinking water. Often the guest would 

give the bellboy a tip, which was greatly appreciated. Basil McMaster worked as a bellhop in the summer of 

1937. He made $25.00a month plus room and board. He workedabout ten weeks and made about$60.00wages,
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and was able tomakeabout 

another $60.00 in tips.

Guests arriving by 

boat had their luggage 

loaded on a horse drawn 

wagon through the water 

to a path going to the 

Hotel.

The staff accom

modations were located 

over the kitchen. There 

were two bathrooms, one 

for the girls and one for the 

boys; neither one had a 

tub. Most of the staff had 

a swimsuit and went to the

dock for a swim. If they 

wanted a bath, they could 

wait until the appropriate 

time, and use one of the 

guest bathrooms.

Most of the hotel 

supplies were bought lo

cally at Thompson’s Meat 

Market, presently a greatly 

modified Brighton I.GA. 

If Mr. Quick wanted 

chicken, he would go over 

and get it fresh for that 

day. Often it was not 

cooked enough by the time

dinner rolled around. Grant Quick always cooked the fish dinners himself and guests were required to dress 

for the dining room. Jackets were required by the men and the ladies were expected to wear dresses.

THE COLD ROOM
The cold room was a large room located off the kitchen. It had a large insulated door, and a three foot

crawl space above the ceiling. This crawl space would be filled with blocks of ice every Thursday. The ice was
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hauled fro/n the ice house across the road, by the Pavilion. The water and cold air from the ice would be drawn 

down the walls by gravity to the floor and would keep things cold for another week. The meat was usually 

bought daily, so this cold room was used mostly for milk, eggs and vegetables. By the end of the week these 

large blocks of ice would be reduced to sheets, no more than one inch thick. The melting water would have 

dripped down and out a drain. George Dale would arrive Thursday morning with his truck, to load up the ice. 

The ice would be hosed off to remove any sawdust, then loaded on to the truck to be taken over to the 

entrance of the cold room. George would heave these large blocks of ice to the bellhop/handyman who 

would be waiting on his belly, in the crawl space, to arrange each block correctly. He would get out of the crawl 

space to position the last block of ice.

ICE CUTTING - WINTER

It was necessary to transport loads of sawdust and have it ready for the day's work. Two feet of 

sawdust was laid out on the floor of the ice hut. The hut was then filled with ice, sawdust between each layer. 

The top layer of ice was then covered by another two feet of sawdust All of this was to help keep it from 

melting. As the ice was used up during the summer 

months, more sawdust was added to the surface.

At this time, one man and a team worked all 

day for $5.00. Although sawdust was free, the 

labour and transporting to the Hotel did add up.

One man and his team would be doing well to get 

two loads to the Park and off the sleigh, considering 

everything was moved manually.

From 1900 to 1930 an ice plough pulled by a 

team of horses was used to cut the ice. A grid was 

marked off 22 inches by 44 inches, and the plough 

was drawn over these lines four to six times until the 

lines were gouged into the ice. A platform was built 

to use as a loading dock. Hand saws were then used 

to cut out the first row of blocks. This row of blocks 

created a channel when removed. A wooden swing 

was made to move four to five blocks of ice onto 

the platform. Using the swing and tongs, four to five 

sleighs could be loaded at once. A hammer, chisel and saw were used to break out the next rows.

The ice was cut wherever and whenever the ice was the right thickness of 16 inches thick. Most of 

the ice was cut at Salt Point and drawn about 1/4 mile to the ice hut. Sometimes the ice was cut near the 

Jones residence and it would be brought up the cow path to the Hotel.

Both Jack Atkins and Grant Quick took ice out of theBayevery winter. Ross Wishart and his daughter,
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Jean W. Beach, made several trips over the years 

to help with the ice cutting. It was a wonderful 

experience to work out in the cold all day. When the 

day was done, workers were treated to hot coffee 

and cocoa and everyone went to bed early. Jean 

remembers one winter it was so cold they wore their 

snowsuits and her father wore his sealskin hat to

r

bed.

One day Bette Donaghy Moore was watching 

the men cut the ice. She had always wanted to see 

this but didn’t think the ice was safe, because it 

was evident it had been cut. As she stood looking 

at the men who were a considerable distance from 

shore, the men cutting ice waved, motioning her to 

walk out and called, ‘Come on Bette, it’sO.K. It's 

only been cut one way.’ She finally walked out and 

was glad she did. She said ‘it was an experience she 

would never forget.’ Ice Cutting - Courtesy o f  Bette Donaghy Moore
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Ice Cutting - Courtesy o f  Bette Donaghy Moore
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One year when the men were cutting 

ice out by the Jones residence, Mrs. Betty 

Jones made a big pot of coffee. She took 

out her pot along with her cups, sugar, and 

milk. One of the men saw her coming and 

came to help her. As it was a cold day, the 

coffee was much appreciated. Later Grant 

Quick brought back her coffee pot and cups 

and thanked her.

One year the ice was not thick 

enough to cut on the south side of the Bay, 

so it was brought over to the Hotel from the 

Quick’s ice hut in Gosport. Jim Simpson 

believed that was around 1924.

A few years later George Ventress, 

a local farmer, who was very inventive, came 

up withan easier method of cutting the grids 

on the ice. He converted his 1930 Henderson 

motorcycle into a saw which worked much 

more efficiently and quickly than the hand 

saw or horsedrawn plough.

During the summer months this ice would be carted from the ice hut over to the Hotel in canvas bags. 

Later the ice would be used to cool the water. The Coca Cola from the Pavilion always tasted special because 

it was always so cold, thanks to the ice that was cut during the winter months!

GROUND IMPROVEMENTS
Grant Quick was always improving the hotel and grounds. The dance hall that was on the same side 

as the hotel in Peter Covell’s time was taken down and a tennis court put in its place. The tennis court was 

for hotel guests only. When the construction of the new kitchen was started, the tin roof from the veranda 

was removed. This was moved across the road east of the Pavilion and was used as a shelter for the 

equipment Mr. Quick always insisted on a flag being raised in the morning at 9 am . and lowered at sunset, 

and so every evening the flag was lowered at the hotel by Grant himself and taps were played by one of the 

band members. It was very impressive.

The Hotel attracted many guests as regular visitors. Many cameevery year for about thirty years. They 

came mostly from Toronto and the United States. They generally stayed for two weeks, but some stayed up 

to a month. A prominent Toronto lawyer used the large hotel cottage. Among repeat visitors were Irvin and 

Irene Castle and Cylin Berlow. Some people feel that 1937 - 38 was the peak of the Hotel years. Trenton had a

53.



film studio from 1917 to 1934 and when this era ended, many of the buildings were tom down. One of these

buildings had a tin roof which Grant bought and moved to the hotel. This became the roof for the new 

covered picnic area enjoyed every summer for years, especially for Sunday School picnics.

HOTEL ACTIVITIES

The following activities were popular for generations of guests.

Pavilion
Dances - 9 piece band 

Poolroom 

Shooting gallery 

Swimming

Outdoor Activities 
Yachtsmen's port of call 

Horseback riding 

Fishing 

Picnics
Boating, dinghies, canoes and motor boats

Lawn Activities
Lawn bowling and croquet

Tennis

Horseshoe pitch

Baseball

Volleyball

Special Events 
Regatta July 1

Opening dance-First Wed. in June 

Festival Week - Civic Holiday 

Air Field 1937 and Ski shows 1960’s

If you didn’t want to swim at the Hotel dock there was a sand beach and two golf courses nearby. 

Equipment for other sports activities were kept in the hotel and guests could go and pick out whatever 

equipment they wanted and set it up.
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HOTEL BANQUETS

The Hotel held many banquets for special occasions, weddings, birthdays. In 1945 The 

Chamberof Commerce held a dinner at Presqu’ile Hotel. In 1954 The Central Ontario Region Liberal 

Party Members met there. All the major Liberal Party members attended including Lester Pearson, C.D. 

Howe,PaulMartinSr.,JamesB.TrotterandRobert Winters. Helena Shewman Covell’s99th birthday 

party was on July 15, 1958. Grant’s nephew, Glen Quick and wife CarolynDarrington, held their 

^  weddingreceptionthereonJunelO, 1967.

SNACK BAR
During the summer the snack bar sold lots of ice cream cones. In the years between 1914 and 1938 the 

ice cream came in by train. The tubs of ice cream were shipped in wooden barrels, packed in ice. During the 

1930’s these tubs were shipped in insulated canvas bags. Later, when refrigerated trucks came along, the ice 

cream would be delivered to the door. An ice cream cone in these early years was a real treat They cost 5 cents 

a cone up to the end of the depression years. When the Coca Cola plant first came to Belleville, Grant Quick 

and Jim Simpson were invited down for a special tour, prior to the official opening of the plant. We assume 

that Mr. Quick was one of the top customers, as they often sold 65 cases of Coca Cola in one week.

Coke was always ice cold, thanks to the ice from the ice hut next door. The Coke cooler was a large 

wooden box with a lid. The pop was placed into this cooler carefully until the entire box was filled. A little 

crushed ice was placed on top and then a few sprinkles of rock salt. One had to be careful about the amount 

of rock salt used; too much and the entire box of Coke would be frozen solid. A small wooden box held the 

other choices of pop. It contained Orange Crush, Cream Soda, and Mandalay Punch. But Coke was the biggest

Inside o f  Pavilion - Courtesy o f  B ill M ehihof
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seller. During intermission people behind the beverage counter could not open bottles fast enough to keep 

up with the demand. Some of these people developed a technique that allowed them to open four bottles 

at once. We are told that Mr. Quick often took in  $100.00 a night in drinks and icecream. At 5 cents a 

transaction that was a lot of cones and pop!

The beverage counter was shaped like a giant ‘L ’. The cash register was at one end, and it never failed 

that if someone wanted something, he was at the other end! The day started at 9 a.m. and did not end until after 

12:30. It was usually a two man job, and there were no tips. At the east end was a small snack bar. This would 

be open for the evening dances and featured Mrs. Quicks special burgers. The floors of this section were 

unpainted tongue and groove. Once a week these floors were washed using a hose and stiff broom. It helped 

remove the smell of cigarettes and the ashes from the grooves.

Presqu' ile Pavilion - Courtesy of Bill Mehrhof 

PREPARING FOR DANCES

There were many special occasions around the Pavilion, and decorating with crepe paper had special 

problems. The air in the evenings was very moist and often, after a particularly foggy night, the streamers 

would sag and soon be only six feet from the floor. This would become an open invitation to pull the streamers 

down, as one was leaving the building. But saggy streamers that survived the night would dry out and return 

to their normal level. The dance hall floor was tongue and groove maple. Grant had a very unique technique in 

the care of this floor. As the building was far from airtight, the winter winds would blow snow onto the floor. 

Each spring the shine had to be put back onto the surface. Candles were grated or shaved into little pieces. 

These shavings would be sprinkled around the floor surface, just before the first few dances. The dancers 

would grind this into the floor. Commeal was also sprinkled around the floor, and after a few dances, the surface 

would once more be restored to its original beauty. During the summer, gum chewers became an enemy to the
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dance floor. Once a week an employee would have to go around the entire floor dabbing turpentine onto the 

gum, and chisel it off.

BANDS

Grant not only had the best dance floor in Central Ontario, he also had the best orchestra. He hired an 

American orchestra of college boys, who wanted to earn some money, but at the same time enjoy a holiday at 

one of Ontario’s most famous summer hotels

The orchestra members in the 1940’s were paid $ 18 weekly plus room and board. They would sleep in 

the barracks located behind the pavilion. These rooms had two bunks per room and they were designed for 

sleeping only. Their meals were taken with the rest of the staff after the guests were served. The band was also 

responsible to help with the Sunday afternoon talent shows, Sunday night singsong, and Tuesday’s children’s 

party. During special events like the Regatta or Festival week they also played in the afternoon.

The Pavilion - Courtesy of Bud Guertin’s Postcard Collection 

Radio in the 1950’ s allowed local talent to perform to a wide audience. The announcer would come to the 

Presqu’ile Pavilion, or some of the other local dance locations, and do live music programs. Local bands and 

musicians, like the Sweet Brothers, The Old Timers, The Rhythm Ranch Riders and Trent Valley Ramblers, would 

gather around the announcer carrying a 12 lb. microphone. The announcer had to balance the sound, insuring
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that the softer instruments were closer. The announcer had to develop instinct to achieve proper sound during 

live programs.

One of the most notable members of the band in the 1920's had been Carmen Lombardo, brother of the 

famous Guy Lombardo, whose band he eventually joined later in New York.

Bands that played at the Pavilion over the years were: the Art Jewitt Band, music by Gordon Winters 

& His Band, featuring Tony Collacott on the Piano; from 1924-1925 The Windsor Four Orchestra, later 

becoming the Windsor Seven; in 1930. The Blue Jackets, F rank‘Barney’ Barnard, Eddie Musgrove, Bill 

Federico, Ernie Qelinas; in 1936-1937, a seven piece dance orchestra from Ottawa,A1 Saunders Rainbow 

Revue. Inl939 ‘Skip’ Vaughn and his music played atPresqu’ile. Players were Edgar Vande Walker, George 

Row (who drowned atPresqu’ile), Ken Hann and Skip Vaughn.

In 1942 the Toronto based Tom Gimleyband was directed by alto saxophone player Tom Gimatell.

Ted Snider's Band - Courtesy o f  Ted Snider
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Jimmy Coxain was the piano player. Jimmy Riccio was in the saxophone section, and he was the second of the 

three Riccio brothers to play ina Presqu’ile band: PatRiccio in 1941, Jimmy in 1942andPerry in 1946. PatRiccio 

was the leader of the famous R.C.A.F. Streamliners Dance Band, that went overseas during W.W. II. Two 

local lads, Ben Thompson (now a retired judge) and Ted Snider, were members of Tom Gimley's Band. Both 

of these members had been in the Brighton Town Band back in the 1930's.

In 1944 and 1945 Herb Bell and his Merrymakers played atPresqu'ile while in 1946-1947 it wastheTed 

Snider Band. This band was formed in the fall of 1945 and the spring of 1946 and was made up of high school 

and university students from the Toronto area. They played for a dance at the Brighton Town Hall early in 

1946. Grant Quick was present at the dance and he hired the band for that summer. This band consisted of 

Frank Contini, A1 Zippoli,Al Conlantanio, Perry Riccio, JohnBartucca (on the saxes), John Fiore, John 

Garierre,Ted Snider (trumpet) withRay 'Ordie' Dewsbury (piano) and Bob Wilkinson (drums). Attheopening 

dance in 1946, one of the largest crowds on record was on hand to usher in the season's dancing at the 

Presqu’ile Pleasure Palace. Ted Snider of Smithfield and his nine piece band was a great success. One member 

of this orchestra also went on to become the speaker in Parliament, Mr. Justice Jerome.

During the 1947 seasononeor two changes were made JohnPidruczny wasaddedon bass to the rhythm 

section; Joe Mele was piano, and, for a short time, Cliff Wilson joined the trumpet section. These two seasons 

were truly busy ones for this band. Dancing was Monday to Saturday with a singsong type of concert every 

Sunday evening. During the later weeks of 1947 Brennan Maxwell joined the band as a vocalist. His father, 

Clayton Maxwell, was often master of ceremonies for the Sunday evening concerts.

Other bands at the Pavilion were: in 1950 Joni Greer and his orchestra; 1954 Bud Marsh and the Mell-

In place of an or

chestra one year the hotel 

had a single pianist, Peggy 

Mitchell. One day she 

create a sign on the bank 

slope of the Hotel with 

large whitewashed stones. 

People coming from the 

Bay could see the word 

Presqu’ile as each letter 

was three or four feet 

high. The sign became a 

distinguishing mark for 

anyone approaching from 

the water.

O- Tones; 1961,1962,1963 - Wayne Ring's Four Piece Band & Trumpets.

Pavilion Roof Collapsed - Courtesy of Bette Donaghy Moore
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On June 18,1947 the Pavilion roof 

collapsed. Mr. Quick couldn’t get enough 

nails to replace the roof so he told Roy 

Donaghy his problem. Roy called his 

daughter Bette in Albany, New York and 

Bette drove two bags of nails to Presqu’ile 

for the new Pavilion roof! Then in 1950 the 

store at the Hotel burned.

BALL GAMES

In 1909 a baseball match between 
the Campers and the Brighton 

Y.M.CA. at the Lower Camp on 
Wednesday, resulted in a victory 

for the Campers.

Ted Snider in Front of Pavilion - Courtesy of Ted Snider J
On Tuesday 18,1911 there was a baseball game at 

the Point, when the WestEnders defeated the East 

Enders after battling ten innings 11 to 9.

On August 7, 1914 the Percy Hewitt Cubs and 

the Presqu’ile Giants had a game o f baseball. It was 

the main attraction at the Point on Wednesday. The 

Giants won by a score o f 11 to 6. After the game, dinner 

was served by Umpire Hugh Smith, while being paid for 

by the Percy Hewitt Cubs._______________________

Ball games started in 1909 at 

Presqu’ile. The Belleville Y.M.CA.boys 

camped at the Point, and they would set 

up games atPresqu’ile, inBrighton, and 

Gosport

Brighton Ensign 1930. Ball 

game: the Lower Point folks 

to play the Hotel team. 

Score 11 - 7 in favour of 

Hotel. From the U.S. the 

Crusade Urian Boy Singers.

^  In 1945 a softball game was played at the" 

Point. Brighton, Colbome and Cobourg 

played. A silver collection was taken in 

aid o f the building fundfor anew Hospital 

for Sick Children in Toronto. $100.00 was 

raised. The following week money would 

be raisedfor the Trenton Hospitalfund.

Brighton Ensign 1925

The Point victory aeainst Hotel 17-5. The 

Points battery was composed o f some well known 

hockey talent, Len Crook, who has played goal for  

the Toronto Argonauts, Art Lee o f St. Patricks 

pitched, andFrankHumphrey, University ofToronto 

Schools goaler, was behind the bat.

60.



The band helped out in many ways, Mr. Quick always managed to have at least two good baseball 

players in the band. This accounted for Brighton having a winning baseball team. The band always came to 

the games and serenaded Brighton, on the way through town. This always guaranteed a good crowd at the 

game. Pick up ball games were played on Sunday mornings, the West Pointers against the East Pointers. The 

East Pointers were the hotel guests and cottagers east of the hotel, and the West Pointers were the cottagers 

west of the hotel. Sometimes the Gosport team would compete against a team or join the Pointers. Ball games 

were also played on Orangemen's day, the old men against the young men with a picnic afterwards.

In 1930 Grant Quick bought two sections of the Shriners'grandstand in Toronto and transferred them 

to his ball park, to seat several hundred people.

PAVIUON

The Pavilion had a grocery store and a refreshment parlour with booths and a good sized dance hall with 

a fine hard wood floor. Mr. Quick always watched over the Pavilion. He could always tell if someone tried to 

get in without paying. Anyone who tried to bend the rules a little learned to respect Grant’s sharp eye and his 

phenomenal memory. There were some strictly enforced no no’s on the dance floor: no bare feet, no bathing 

suits, no shorts, and you did not dance in any suggestive ways! Admission was $1 and on a good evening in 

the 1940’s there might be 700-800 people moving in and out of the Pavilion. The local cottages gave Grant 

Quick $10.00 a t  the beginning of the season and had free access to the Pavilion. No membership cards or 

receipts were required.

Presqu' ile Pavilion - Courtesy 

of Bette Donaghy Moore

Some of Mr. Quick’s helpers at the Pavilion were: Basil McMaster, Baltus (Baldy) Shewman and Pete 

Carr. Mr. Shewman had as sharp an eye at keeping track of the crowd as Mr. Quick. He also was the bouncer 

and although he did not have to often act in this capacity, he was very capable. Mr. Quick went far and wide, 

putting up posters to advertise. He would find a helper and head out stapling posters to many poles within a 

25 mile radius including Grafton, Colbome, Percy Boon, Campbellford, Madoc and Belleville. Even the 

Trenton Air Force men would come.

The opening dance at the Pavilion was the first Wednesday in June. Arrangements for this gala affair
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were made well in advance. It was something that everyone looked forward to. The girls dressed in their newest 

frocks and the boys dressed in their white flannels and blue blazers.

The Pavilion was better known as the PA V to all. Everyone went, at least Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

The young people danced every dance while the older ones watched from the benches built along the side. But 

then many of the older folks would take to the dance floor and dance circles around the younger ones! Rainy 

nights were fun at the PAV. The roof leaked and Grant used to put pans and buckets around the floor to catch 

the water, and dancers moved around these with great dexterity. When the power went out and this happened 

often, oil lamps were lit and the band played from memory.

PAVILION ACTIVITIES
On Sunday afternoon at the Pavilion local talent performed with the help of the band, and a baseball 

game was played, cottagers versus visitors.

On Sunday evening from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. was the church service. At 8 o’clock the band replaced the 

choir, and the singsong commenced. Boatloads of people from Gosport and surrounding area would come for 

this event. Visitors often parked their cars outside the Pavilion and enjoyed the show from their cars. The local 

talent was involved in the entertainment But the highlight of the evening was when the audience participated 

in singing the familiar songs of the day. During the war years when Casey Corbett was not overseas, you would 

find him at the Pavilion. He would amuse the Sunday singsong crowd with a comical song about Ann Boleyn 

called ‘With Her Head Tucked Underneath His Arm. ’

Sunday became a favourite day for hotel guests and cottagers and local people from the area. Everyone 

had a wonderful time and it was only possible through the generosity of Grant Quick.

Tuesday nights from 7 pm. to 9 p m  was the children’s party. Children's hour was started by a young 

mother,Edna Bond (169 Bayshore). Ruth Wilson and Leslie Webber ran it for years, then Annette Huffman 

Duthie took over. Sometimes up to SO children were present. The older teens from the Point would organize and 

supervise games for the younger children. Toddlers were from 7 p m  to7:30pm  and theolder ones from7:30 

p.m. to 8 p m  The Point children and hotel guests’ children attended. One or two of the band members played 

for the games. "Go in and out the window" was one of the favourites. Mr. Quick always gave the children a 

prize for participation. It was usually an orange or banana with a sucker or some kind of candy. There was 

also pop and free balloons. Dancing, of course, started after the children’s party.

Wednesday was usually a busy night at the Pavilion. All the stores in Brighton closed Wednesday at 

noon so people who felt like going out that evening could go dancing.

Friday night was the novelty dance. There would be at least five spot dances. Parachutes filled with 
balloons were hung up in the dance area and, towards the end of the evening these would be released.

Saturday night was the formal dressup dance.
The Hotel always ran on standard time just so that there could be one extra hour of dancing at the 

Pavilion
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THE REGATTA
The Regatta was an annual event, usually celebrated on July 1. The first Regatta was held in 1914, but

it had to be delayed 8 days due to unseasonable weather.

In the early years when Peter Covell had the Hotel, the regatta was held as part of the Hotel's

opening ceremonies. In 1905 there were only water sports. By 1954 the Presqu'ile Yacht Club and the Lions

Club sponsored a regatta and they added bingo and other games, with the proceeds going to the Children's

Summer Camp. By 1993 the newly revived Presqu'ile Regatta had land lubber as well as aquatic events with

free admission and refreshments to all ratepayers and their families.
—

Left side Royal Quick, Jimmy Bicknell, Matt Foster. Sitting on the post L. Rundle, standing John

____________________M cKinnon (Chester) Regatta - Courtesy o f  Elizabeth Murphy______________________________J

Water sports and races were carried on throughout the day of those first Regattas. Muriel Hewitt 

Wishart, along with several other ladies, would go around the stores in Brighton, collecting donations to give 

as prizes for the events. George Shewman always donated a handmade paddle for the canoe races. Preparing 

for the events was also a chore. Twenty foot cedar poles had to be cut, loaded into a fishing boat and taken 

out in the Bay. These were then pushed into the silt, and courses for the canoing, sailing and swimming races 

were made with flags placed on top.

Either George Shewman or Ross Wishart took the prize for the sailing race each year. Donny Quick 

usually won the tub race; his was an old wash tub he took out into the water and had to paddle by hand back
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to shore without tipping. Pat Nesbitt Thompson won some of the ladies' rowing and swimming races. Pat 

still has the rowboat she used in the race, and the red and white summer jacket that was presented to her as a 

prize. She wore it as she paddled in the 1993 Regatta! Jean Wishart Beach won a women’s sailing race and 

earned a silver bowl. Opal Young Jones also won some swimming races. RuthPollock won the married ladies' 

rowing race, plus many many more. The Wishart’s, Huyckes and Hanks' were prominent in the winner's circle 

as well as the Pollock's. In the evening a Gala was held at the Pavilion. The ladies wore their best dresses, and 

the men were dressed in their blue blazers, cream flannels and white shoes. The prizes for the day's events were 

given out then.

Brighton Ensign 1931 - Presqu*iles 8th Annual Regatta. The Eighth Annual Regatta at Presqu’ile 

Point was a glorious success. There was a large crowd of spectators present and the events all filled. There 

was quite a sea rolling, which prevented fast time being made in some of the events. The sky was partly 

overcast at times, but on the whole the weather conditions were ideal. The program, which was a lengthy 

one, required all the afternoon to compete. A good deal of amusement was furnished by some of the events, 

one in particular, the hand paddled fours. This is a canoe race in which only hands were used for paddles. 

There were entries in this event in which only two crossed the line, the rest paddling themselves under the 

waves. Most ofthe crews were in bathing suits, but one boatload was in street dress and they were a sorry 

looking quartet when they landed. Clarence King in a high powered motor boat with a surfboard attached 

also treated the crowd to many a laugh.

The regatta this year was one of the best ever in the history of the event.

The events and the 1st and 2nd prize winners were:
Girls’ Boat Race - BathrynBeaudet; Betty Bicknell.

Ladies’ Canoe Race - Miss Thornloe; Miss M. Dawson.

Boys’ Boat Race, 14 years and under - Ted Price; R. Davis.

Men’s Canoe Race - Wally White; Leland Green

Ladies' Tandem Canoe Race - Isobel Priceand Marg. Strong; Mrs. Deans-Buchan and Jane Havill.

Dinghy Race - F. Humphries; R. Nesbitt.

Men’s Tandem Canoe - Bangay and Taylor; Priceand McConnell.

Ladies’ Rowing Race - Isobel Price; Ruth Pollock.

Boys' Swimming Race, 14 years and under - T ed Price; Austin Proctor.

Girls' Swimming Race, 14 years and under - 1st Joan Fellows; 2nd Mary Snider.

Fish Boat Race - Scott Hutchinson; George Shewman.

Canoe Race, Mixed Tandem - Art Dieus and Mrs. Bicknell; Wally White and Isobel Price.

Long DistanceSwim, Open - Jimmy Dolan; George Smith.

Ladies' Special - Ethel Hodge.

Tub Race - Jim Bicknell; Winnifred Watson.

Grab Race - Glenford Taylor; Ted Price.
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Men’s Swimming Race-John Hicks; Bailey Powell.

Ladies’ Swimming Race - Dorothy Knox; Ruth Pollock.

Gun-whale Canoe Race - Leland Green; Ted Price.

Fancy Diving - John Hicks; Wally White.

Hand Paddle, Fours - L. Green, J. Green. George Haffie and E. Quakenbush; George Taylor, Empinghams, 

B. Bangay and L. B recock.

Long Distance Plunge-E. Herold; MissLugsdin.

Canoe Tilting - L. Quarter main and Price.

Duck Hunt - John Semple.

Surf Riding-Isobel Price 68 seconds; Reddick56; Dorothy Knox240; Brown 22; Wally White 10; Wensley 

65;N.Perkins20; Gummings20; Dorothy Parker260; TedSymons40; Marie Barnard87; JackSymond 

19; Stanley Kidd 78; L. Quartermain 60; Jack Russell 32; Ed. Herold 70.

Special prizes were given the winners of the above event - Dorothy Parkerfirst and Dorothy Knox 

second.
A banquet was served to the committee in the spacious dining room of the hotel. Mr. Grant Quick, 

manager, was host, assisted by the popular chatelaine, Mrs. Faulkner. The prizes for the events were 

distributed in the evening in the pavilion, Mr. Grant Quick and Mr. Jas. Bicknell distributing them. Mr. 

Bicknell made a short speech at the conclusion in which he thanked all those who had contributed towards 

the prizes. He thanked Mrs. Gertrude Chambers and Mrs. James Bicknell for their efforts in selecting the 

prizes. Both ladies had spent a whole day in Brighton picking them out.

At the conclusion of the prize giving, the orchestra struck up ‘When the Moon Comes Over the

Mountain’and the dance wason._______________________________________________________

Regatta swimming events held at Presqu’ ile in 1944. The following is a list of 

the prize winners in the swimming events, which were postponed due to weather conditions.

Fancy Diving -1. Tom Leslie, 2. J. Gerrald

Boys swimming 16 and under -1. TomLeslie, 2. Clive Thompson

Girls swimming 16 and under -1 M. Miller, 2. N. Faragher

Boys swimming 12and under-1. George Deans-Buchan,2.B. Fritz

Girlsswimming 12andunder-1 Jane Hill, 2. J.Cope

Ladies swimming - D. Bolts, M. Miller

Men’s swimming - Alan Price, Jerry Gerrald

Life Saving, girls - G. Huycke, E. Deans-Buchan; boys - F. Hill, B. Wishart; mixed Donna Bolt,

Alan Price.

FESTIVAL WEEK
Festival week was the First week in August This event started in 1912. Mrs. Irene O ’Brian came 

to the hotel every year with a trunk of old clothes equipped for competition.
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The Calithumpian Parade started with a shi varee of 

a young couple at the Hotel and it became an annual event.

The calithumpian parade was held at noon on Sunday.

Cottagers and hotel guests gathered at the Hotel dressed 

in any homemade costume they could think of. The 

marching band would lead the parade, riding in old cars, 

trucks, bikes and baby carriages, decorated for the occa

sion. They paraded up to the lighthouse and back to the 

hotel. The band consisted of noisy instruments like the 

kazoos, drums, and cymbals. It consisted of clowns and 

children dressed up for the occasion with their decorated 

wagons. Curly Hanks always dressed as Aunt Jemina. A 

certain dignified cottager always appeared in ababy bonnet 

with a sheet for a diaper and mustard spread in the 

appropriate places!

Monday night was the Mardi-Gras Ball. One was 

expected to attend in fancy dress and a special committee 

judged the best costumes.

July 31,1931 was the 19th Annual Masquerade 

Ball. BrightonEnsign: The Masquerade ball at Presqu’ile 

Pleasure Palace was held on Monday evening. Judging 

from the size o f the gathering, one could not say that the 

Depression has interfered with this very interesting event, 

which takes place onthe first Monday in August, eachy ear. The 1931 ball was the nineteenth anniversary 

of the occasion.

Never has the writer seen so many cars parked around the Pavilion. Visitors were present from all 

over Ontario and everybody was unanimous in declaring the fete one o f the best ever held at Presqu’ ile 

and that is saying a whole lot.

The Pavilion was very tastefully decorated and as the parade o f those in costume entered the north 

door, the orchestra struck up a lively march. The contestants for the lovely prizes, offered by the management, 

marched around the room.

There were bathing beauties, gypsies, wooden soldiers, chefs, waiters, warriors, buccaneers, pirates, 

geisha girls, Chinese mandarins, Indians, hula hula girls, Robin Hood, Red Riding Hood, some with ‘a skin 

you love to touch,’ a pair whose motto was ‘We Retail Shirts,’ a nurse and a baby in a gocart. Last, but not 

least, a ‘lighthouse,’ in the parade. The whole presented a gay spectacle and brought forth considerable 

applause through some o f their actions.
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As they marched around the Pavilion, the judges, who were seated in front o f the orchestra, began to 

take stock. Mr. Matt Foster, who was master o f ceremonies, gathered them into the centre o f the floor, where 

the merits o f their dress were considered in detail by the judges.

The judges were picked from guests o f the Hotel, the Point and Brighton. Mrs. Barker, Toronto and 

Mr. Foulds, Oshawa, represented the Hotel; Mrs.R.Y. Leslie,Detroit andMr. Sheppard, Brighton, the Point; 

Mrs. Frank Harnden and Mr .R.A. Reiger, both of Brighton, represented that village on the judging staff.

The task o f the judges was a difficult one, butfrom the applause their decisions etycited, they must have 

been in accord with the opinions o f the audience. The name o f the class and prize winners follow:

Fancy Dressed Gentleman -lst,J . Houston, ‘Hawaiian’; 2nd, Eric Jones, ‘Lighthouse.’

Fancy Dressed Lady -1 st, Mrs. Lock, ‘Indian’; 2nd, Miss McKay ‘Gypsy.’

Comic Dressed Gentleman-1 st.RedMoore, ‘Pyjamas Kid’; 2nd M. McConnell, ‘BlindMan.’

Comic Dressed Lady -1 st, Evelyn Atkinson and 2nd, Pauline Tinson, bearing placards on the backs, ‘We 

Retail Shirts.’

Comic DressedCouple- 1st, Miss DawsonandMiss Schriver, ‘Wooden Soldiers;’ 2nd, Jimmie Bicknell and

6 8 .

Calithumpian Parade - Courtesy o f  George Deans-Buchan



Morrison, in ‘Madam Queen and Am os’

Trjue to form, Madam Queen captured the prize, a huge box o f chocolates and refused to share it 

with Amos. The prizes were awarded in front o f the orchestra dais and much laughter was causedwhen 

the lighthouse moved forward in a stately manner to receive second prize in the fancy dressed gents class. 

Just before receiving the prize, something went wrong and the lighthouse was wrecked.

Only two Brighton people succeeded in capturing a prize - Misses Atkinson and Tinson. Special 

prizes were awarded to about twenty kiddies, who were in some most striking costumes.

After the prizes were awarded, it was ‘on with the dance. ’ A very pleasant time was spent by young 

and old in tripping the light fantastic until midnight.

The management o f the Hotel is to be congratulated on the success o f their Nineteenth Annual 

Masquerade Ball. Many present were heard to remark that they would certainly come again next season, 

to enjoy the wonderful ball on the finest floor in Ontario.

OTHER ACTIVITIES AT PRESQU' ILE

FLYING _________________________________________________________________________________

Monday August 4,1930 was a day for the thrillseekers at the Point, as the patrons were 

treated to some stunt aeroplane riding, and at seven thirty p.m. were given as an added attraction 

a parachute jump which took place in front of the Hotel.

Brighton Ensign July 1930. Plane Drops in Lake. Pilot D'owns. Jerry Fitton Dies in Effort to Save 

Friend. Shortly before five o’ clock on Tuesday word was received in town that an aeroplane which had been 

acting in an erratic manner over the golf links, had dropped in the lake opposite the Huff cottage, on the east 

shore o f the lake across from the Bluff. The occupants o f the cottage ran to Mr. George Huff s residence and 

telephoned Brighton for help. MissLenaRoss, local manager oftheBellTelephoneOffi.ee here, immediately 

notified Grant Quick, manager o f the Presqu’ ile Hotel, who, with Ralph Cheer and Eddie M us grave, thepianist 

of the Bluejackets orchestra, loaded a rowboat on Cheer’scar and made a flying dash for the scene o f the 

accident. Messrs Quick and M us grave were a half mile out in the lake on their way to the plane. By this time 

there was quite a gathering o f Brighton people on the shore who awaited anxiously to know if the boat would 

be in time to save the lone occupant of the plane who couldjust be seen. At the time it was not known whether 
the plane containedone or two men. They arrivedjust in time to save the life ofTerry McGovern, the parachute 
jumper, who had thrilled the crowd at the Point on Monday night by his intrepid leap from a plane in front 

of the Hotel. He informed his rescuers that the pilot o f the plane, J  erry Fitton could swim, but was not a 

strong swimmer, and it is thought the heavy rollers and chill o f the waters was too much for him. Anxious eyes 

scanned the surface o f the water, but only two people, Royal Quick and Clarence Armstrong, are reported 

to have seen anything at all resembling a human being in the water. The object they saw was indistinct and 

was a half mile off shore. By 7 o’ clock no sign o f the missing man had been found and it was concluded 

that Old Ontario had added another to its long list o f victims.

Grant Quick with George Shew man searched the water for the body in George’s motor boat. They
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Presqu' ile Air Field - Courtesy o f  George Deans-Buchan

slipped a rope around the tail of the plane and towed it to shore. She was hauled up on shore near the 
George Huffcottage, where sheremains.

During the war Mr. Gerald Wright was often called over to the beach to supply gasoline to the stranded 

aircraft These planes would usually come from the training base in Deseronto.

In 1937 on the west side of the Pavilion an airstrip was built It was about 1 /4 mile long and went east 

and west, parallel to the road. The strip was graded and levelled off smooth. Now the very rich could fly in, 

stake their planes, and stay the weekend at the Hotel. About 4 to 5 times a year there would be about 25 of 

these small planes staked out in the field. A stake was put in the ground and a rope attached around the tail 

of the plane. It was very popular for about 3 to 4 years. Mr. Quick got a $10 tip one day for driving over 

to the air strip to pick up the owner of Macleans Magazine, who was a very wealthy older gentleman. This

was a staggering amount of money in those days for such an easy task.__________________________

Brighton Ensign - Twenty planes met at the Point. It’s always fair weather when 
good fellows get together and last weekend at the Presqu’ ile Hotel and Pavilion proved 
no exception to that old saying. Over twenty aeroplanes, coming from flying clubs of 
the Central and St. Lawrence zones of the Canadian Flying Clubs Association, literally 
swooped down on the Point and held a successful sport flying event. Their pilots and 
officials proclaimed it an excellent place for such manoeuvres, to such an extent that they 
plan to come again. Plans include the enlarging and improving of the landing fie,Id, 
which has already seen considerable use by transient flyers and commercial plane owners.
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Mr. G.M. Ross, Executive Secretary of the Canadian Flying Clubs Association of Ottawa stated that 

Presqu’ile lent itself admirably to sport flying, as it had a moderate temperature and such interesting features 

as boating, swimming and golfing.

Early Saturday afternoon, planes arrived from Windsor, Hamilton, Toronto, Montreal, Kingston and 

Ottawa clubs, including one seaplane. Manager and Mrs. Quick always made the visitors feel welcome. The 

Quick's were not only voted the jolliest of good fellows, but enjoyed a fine flight over their own domain.

Even in the 1950's a group of small planes were still coming to the airstrip. These planes would come in 

on a Sunday, have breakfast at the Hotel and leave.

RUM RUNNING
In 1916 Ontario introduced the Temperance Act, which was to last throughout the First World War. In 

1921 it became illegal to export liquor outside the Province, however it was never illegal to produce it. One 

distiller had jump from 500 gal./mo. to about 50,000 gal./mo. in two years. The Temperance Act was finally 

scrapped in 1927.

During the prohibition time in the U .S. from 1921 to 1932 Canadians were attracted to liquor smuggl ing 

into the United States. At the time a Canadian bottle was worth $3.00; however delivered to New York State 

this bottle was worth $12.00. Rum running paid good wages and it was not perceived as a criminal activity. 

Commercial fishermen who had the skill and knowledge necessary to navigate boats across the Great Lakes 

became involved. Some Brighton residents were involved in this activity and so Gosport and Presqu'ile became 

a part of the rum running trade.

A speedboat operator could make more money in a single week making runs to the United States than 

ahardworking fisherman could earn in an entire eightmonths. The 20 hour return trip would gross $300.00. The 

boat owner would make $200.00 and his helper made $50.00 and the rest would be used for fuel and other 

operating expenses, whereas a skilled boat builder at this time could only make $ 15.00 a week.

Corby’s distillery in Belleville provided this area with a close source. The winter was a particularly 

dangerous time for the rum runners. Thin ice no thicker than a pane of glass could destroy the wooden hull of 

a boat and send its crew and entire load of booze into the frigid water. Some of the experienced fishermen 

learned to nail bam metal to the prow of their boats, but only the experienced stayed in the game.

There were many local people involved in this trade. Ben Kerr and Wild Bill Sheldon were the most 

notorious.

During most of the year Ben Kerr smuggled liquor out from the Kingston area. However, in the fall we 

are told he moved his operation to Presqu’ile Point. The Hotel was usually deserted this time of year. He would 

always rent the same winterized cottage that had a basement. This allowed him storage space. He could go 

to Belleville and pick up the next shipment and place it in the basement and be ready for his run the next 
day. Lake Ontario normally stayed open most of the winter. If the Bay in front of the Hotel was impassable, 

Grant Quick would see that a channel was opened, so Kerr could get his 40 foot‘Pollywog’ out for hisnextrun.

Kerr’s final run took place February 23,1929. Quick was away visiting his sister in Oklahoma City,
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so Kerr and his partner Alfred 

Wheat had cut the ice the day 

before. He had an argument with 

his helper, ‘The Kid’. TheKiddid 

not go out on the last run. We are 

told Kerr delivered the load of 

whiskey but was never seen again.

He was only 45 years old. Grant 

Quick was later called into identify 

parts of the ‘ Polly wog’on March 

27,1929. One book written on rum 

running in this area is called 

‘Boats, Booze, and Billions’ and a 

local senior remembers as a child 

seeing two twin screws, black 

boats pulled up on Salt Point. No 

one dared touch these boats 

because they had a sign that read "Seized by R.C.M.P."

TRAVELLING BY ICE
Ice travel was very common in the early days before the roads were snowplowed. One of the first jobs 

each winter was to put brush across Brighton Bay. Holes would be cut in the ice and cedar trees would be placed 

in the holes to freeze. These trees marked out a path across the ice to provide safe passage during winter 

storms.
One Easter the phone on the Chatterson farm quit working. Burt Fiddick from Hilton, who worked on 

the Brighton Municipal System, was called over to fix the situation. After the line was fixed, he accepted the 

family’s offer of some home brew. A storm blew up and although the family asked him to stay, he decided to 

head back home. Part way across the Bay his horse started to act funny. Sensing the horse knew something 

he did not, he dropped the reins and let the horse lead. The horse turned around, avoiding any danger ahead 

most likely a hole in the ice and soon they were on solid ground again.

G O L F I N G

In 1923 Presqu’ile had a Golf and Country Club. The architect that made this possible was A. A. Miller. 

This golf course was laid out between the road and the sand beach. It was a nine hole course well known for 

its sand traps. The building was built for $2,200.00 and it was closed for the winter months. There was very 

little upkeep. Jim Simpson remembers mowing the entire course for $5.00. Many local citizens were members 

of this club and enjoyed playing for 50 cents in the cool of the evening.

This private club had a five man executive. The first officers were:
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President R.Y.Buglass

Vice President R.B. Scripture

Sec. & Treasurer C.E. Post

The following year saw the official opening of the clubhouse. The officers for 1924 were:

President F.E. Marshall

Sec. & Treasurer A.D. Bullock

Directors A.S. Miller, Dr. Dure and C.E. Post

Brighton Ensign 1931. The Annual Competitionfor the Henry Cup is being played at the Brighton 

Golf Club, Presqu’ ile this week, with about 20players entering. The first round o fl 8 holes starts on Monday 

for eliminationfor the second round. The Canada Rex Spray Company Limited is donating a special prize 

as a lucky number score in the first round, also a special prize for the runnerup in the final round. These 

prizes are now on view in the window o f W.R. Freeman’s Drug Store.

TheHenry Cup, which was donated by Mr. James Henry ofRochester andPresqu’ ile in 1923for annual 

competition open to members o f the Brighton Golf Club, has been won in former years by W.H. Morrow, 

H.K. Roblin.Dr. Dawson, and A.D. Hardy.

Brighton Ensign 1931. Dr.Walter Dawson, Brighton Gold Club Champion,wins the Henry 

Cup on Friday, and the Handicap onWednesday. In the final round o f 18 holes played last Friday 

atBrightonGolf Club,Dr. Dawsonof Toronto, defeated S. A. Gunyo towinthe Henry Cup. Stuart 

Gunyo, the runnerup in the match, won the special prize o f a pair o f silver candlesticks. The lucky 

number prize (a pair ofbookends) was taken by George Deans-Buchan.

After taking a 47 for the first nine holes o f the handicap match on Wednesday, Dr. Dawson 

made a strong finish, shooting a 42 for the last nine, with a handicap o f four. He obtained the 

low net o f 85 for the match and won the handicap for 1931.

The following players competed:

Gross Handicap Net

Dr. W. Dawson 89 4 85

Harry Hunt 105 18 87

RA.Reiger 103 16 87

H.K.Roblin 98 10 83

SA. Gunyo 97 7 90

A.S. Miller 106 16 90

WH. Morrow 109 14 95

0  A . Sharp 122 24 98

In recognition o f Dr. Dawson’s good playing in these two competitions, the Brighton Golf Club 

is donating a dozen golf balls to go with the Cup.

There were many managers at the Golf Club over the years. Among them were Harry Perry, Lynwood
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Left to Right Dr. Walter Dawson, Tug Havill, B ill Havill, R.N. Havill, W illiam Deans-Buchan, George Deans-Buchan  
Brighton G olf Club Members Summer o f 1929 - Courtesy o f George Deans-Buchan



Cooper and Johnny Connors. 

Cooper managed the club in 

the early 1940’s. Connors was 

the last one.

Some of the people that 

played golf on the Point were: 

Bullocks, Donaghys, Muriel 

Wishart, Millers, and many 

people from Brighton. The 

youngsters all loved to ride 

with Johnny Connors while he 

worked and the parents played 

golf. Connors was also the care

taker and he always wore a straw 

hat and white duck pants with 

suspenders. He has a horse 

who also wore a straw hat, with holes cut for his ears, and this horse wore two pairs of white duck pants with 

suspenders to keep the flies off!

The clubhouse was located where the park store is today and it was used for many social gatherings and 

the women played bridge. In 1943 the clubhouse was closed. We are told that Art Wright bought the building 

and started a concession stand selling hot dogs and hamburgers. In 1956 the building was sold to a private 

individual and it was moved, by water, to a lot just north of the sand beach. Today it is still used as a private 

home by the Albert’s of Trenton.
HUNTING AND GUN CLUBS

A private gun club was located from 1932 to 1943 near the golf clubhouse and near where the current 

park store is today. It was owned and operated by a group from Toronto who came here to duckhunt. The 

building had sleeping accommodations for about twenty people.

Harvey Darvem was their local guide who looked after the day to day management of this club. He 

made a living at trapping in the spring, and in the fall he would look after these hunters. Each person who came 

to the club would buy a licence worth $ 1.00. This allowed them to hunt as much and as often as they desired.

During the time Jim Simpson was superintendent, he remembers selling up to 150 licences a year, and 

at least 500 ducks were hanging up in the screened room beside the club at one time.

Following the closing of Rene's Tea House in the late 1930's, a group of 12 local businessmen from 

Brighton approached the local commission to get permission to use the building as their gun club. It was 

agreed, as long as the club kept the building in repair, they could use the facility.

The main event for the year was opening day of the duck hunt Everyone arrived early and prepared
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dinner. Jack Atkins, the commissioner for that time, would arrive and sell each person a hunting licence. The 

members had to follow the fish and gun rules laid out by the licence. The members spent a sociable evening, 

and were ready for morning shoot

After opening day any member could use the facility. At one time the club decided to stock the park 

with pheasant. This did not work since the foxes dined on them. The club tried a few fox hunts; however, 

this was not successful either. This club came to an end in 1956, when the Provincial Park took over.

One of the members of this club, Billy Conn who owned property south of the present Parkside
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restaurant, encouraged the members to pool their resources and build a second small clubhouse, because 

the membership of the club had changed over the years. There were more card players in the group thanhunters. 

More poker games were played than shooting events.
RETAILING

Presqu'ile has had serveral stores in the peninsula over the years.

R.Y. LESLIE STORE 
POST OFFICE

R.Y. Leslie opened his 

store in 1908 across from his 

cottage on lot 176. This was a 

store with every kind of mer

chandise. It a had hardware 

department and a grocery. He 

sold newspapers, and odds and 

ends. But each department 

would have only a couple of 

items.

Mr. Leslie was referred 

to as R.Y. He always wore his 

glasses pushed up on his head.

From July 10,1912 to April 5,

1936 Renfrew Young Leslie was the Presqu' ile Post Master as well. This Post Office was located at his store.

Mr. Leslie often gave some child an ice cream cone, to deliver mail to someone in the Park. Between 

the store and the lighthouse was a baseball diamond and Mr. Leslie constructed a shuffleboard in 1924. A 

phone booth was put out in front of the store. The cottage was one room, hooked together. Part of the 

lot was rented out to people for a week's stay. The family lived in a shanty, attached to the cottage with a 

breezeway.
R.Y.'s favourite expression was ‘Devil, Devil, Well played, sir’as he sat on a log watching a tennis 

game, and 4 plus 4 is eight. Some of the local residents built the clay tennis courts and R.Y. looked after the 

court and collected a small fee. A large log provided a sitting area for people to watch the tennis court or 

shuffleboard. With Mr. R.Y. Leslie's resignation, the Post Office was again and later it was in Atkinson's Store. 

The desk with the pigeon holes used for the Post Office at Leslie's store is now in an Oshawa Museum. 

ATKINSON STORE

R.Y. L eslies Store - Courtesy o f  George Deans-Buchan

Mr. Benjamin started baking bread and making treats in the old lighthouse keeper's house owned by 

Del Smith. Mr. Benjamin would make deliveries in his English car with the steering wheel on the right hand

side. Many used to go to his cottage to get fresh bread, and yachts would stop at the Hotel looking for fresh
77.



bread. He hired a young lad during the summer, using a two wheeled wagon to deliver baked goods to the 

cottages. Eventually Mr. Benjamin decided to expand. In the 1930’s Mr. William Atkinson built a store east 

of the Hotel. This store was called Bayview Bakery, and it was built to be a tea room and bake shop for Mr. 

Benjamin. He continued his local delivery to the cottages but this venture was not a success and the building 

was left empty for several years.

Mr. Atkinson, a contractor, had three children, Mayme, Frank and Fred. Mr. William Atkinson 

took the building back in 1935 and his daughter Mary Agnes, known as ‘Mayme’ , who had worked at the 

Brighton Post Office, turned this building into a store called the Bayview Store.

In June of 1935, Josephine Atkinson, wife of Fred, launched a new venture, a beauty salon, with 

finger waving, manicures and facials. Sometimes while your hair was drying, she would read your teacup. 

The Beauty Salon was the cottage on the east side of the store.

Miss Mary Agnes Atkinson ran the Post Office now from her store. She took over after R. Y. Leslie’s 

resignation on June 1, 1936. From 1944 the Post Office was open for four months in the summer, until 

September 30,1966 when Mayme was replaced by Albert Vanderwater. By 1969 the residents had individual 

or group mail boxes.

In the early 1950’s another feature was added to the store by Fred Atkinson. This new addition was 

called the ‘Crackerbarrel ’. Entertainment started out as a singsong with volunteers like Annette Duthie on the 

piano, Gar Smith and ArtBegin. William Atkinson’s favourite song was ‘WhenlrishEyes Are Shining’. Later 

anew group formed with Gordon Jones (bass violin), Reg Leslie (drums), and Harold Best (piano), and they 

changed the tempo to jazz and dancing. These dances became very popular. However, they came to an end when 

only the audience appeared and the band did not!

Mayme Atkinson had a gas pump so she sold both gas and coal oil. Coal oil was used for cooking in 

the boats and cottages at this time. The coal oil drum was in the shed behind the store and it cost 19 cents an 

Imperial gallon. One had to be very careful when filling American cans because they were smaller and 

sometimes you had ONE BIG MESS! The store also sold wieners and baloney at 39 cents a pound. Mayme 

provided provisions for the campers and yachtsmen, sold stamps and took campers' news for The Squ’iler. 

It was a busy little place, so, when William Atkinson had to have one leg amputated in later years, it seemed 

the natural place for him to ‘hold court’. He sat to the left of the door where he would be out of the way, yet 

as accessible as possible. Everyone knew him and he greeted the campers as they entered the store. He sat, 

looking quite comfortable, in a large rocking chair. Many friends and customers would draw up a chair nearby 

and they would have a lengthy chat.

The store also had delivery, so if someone bought more than she could carry, Mayme’s brother, Fred, 

would put the groceries into his truck and deliver them to ter home.

Many of the permanent summer residents ran a bill at the store for the entire summer and then paid in 

the fall. The summer months were very busy for the staff. Elizabeth Murphy worked in the store from 1956 to 

1968. The store was open 8 a.m. to midnight and everyone was on duty most of the time.
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Mayme also had five to six cottages rented by the season or month and some people often left without 
paying. One season the cottage was rented to the‘Sunny Bank Girls’. These girls were interested in the 

yachters and people with money. One neighbour was upset about their antics. But another neighbour tried 

to bribe the owner into alio wing the girls to return for another season!

The Wilson's rented one of Mayme’s cottages for about ten years, before they build Stonehedge. Rob 

and Liz Gordon presently own her Killamey cottage. The cottage hasalways been pretty as a postcard and the 

maids slept in a cabin at the back. The Gordon's have just refurbished this cabin now moved across the road.

When Mayme left the store, Clare Atkinson her nephew, Fred's son, took it over. In 1994 the store was bought 

as the Presqu' ile Point Trading Post. Isabell Gill and Doug Veinott the new owners, also run Brighton Antiques. 

NAMING COTTAGES

A quaint little tradition has been carried on at Presqu ’ ile Point for many years. The owners name their 

cottages. Apparently it started around the 1900’s and it is still going on today. Some of these names are as 

follows.

Indian Bowe -C. Smith Mayfair -W.D.HillJr.

BayView -Kelly Greenlands -Atkins

All In Cottage -AlfBell/Regan Fenced In -E. Price

Bonnie View -Edwards Bob Bet - McEwan

Rocky Crest RossmoreLodge

Sunday Lodge Maple Lodge

AnchorDown -Hanks Oakhurst -Porte

Shady Oaks Tarrya -Ketchum

Uneedarest -Lockwood Bungalow

Waywayonda -Y.M.CA. Tarryawhile

Circus Tent Hillcrest

Biscuit Box - Jaques Beauna Vista -Lord

Lettuce Loaf -Fritz/Butler/Wardle 0  So Easy -Begin

Oak Villa -Armour-Hughes Nighthawk - Chandler/Nihill
Dunworkin - Jones Cedarmere -Hall/Kelly/Hill

Woodmere Lodge - Price/ Disney/White Don’t Fence Me In - Price/ Powles

Mon Idee - Fenaughty Harpers Hacienda - Harper

Rayvee - Bresee/ Kelly/ Scriver Peek Inn - Thompson

5thGeneration - Dawson/ MacKenzie Havilla - Havill - Mehrhof

Iowa -Wood Kilamey - Atkinson / Gordon

My Place in the Sun - Freeland/Pollock Chippawa - Marshall

Cedar Crest - Spafford/Deans-Buchan Idle Hours - Ostrander/Dixon

Huyckelnn - Huycke The Port Hole - Thompson
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B roadV iew  - Nesbitt

Camp B yw aters  -  Hoffmann

C ozy N ook  

Applewood

- Lockwood

- Witman

Wee Housie - Engel

Ouita - Hanks

TwinPoch  -W hishart

Blue Anchor!Lilac L odge  -Wishart/Beach

SanSauci

Cuddle Dune & The Look Out -  Huffman/B as tin

Fletchirgo - named for Flo Hasketts sons Fletcher, Irwin & Goulding

With cottages having new owners, some of these names have changed over the years. About half of 

the permanent residents used to be from Rochester. Each year they would come by ferry to Cobourg, by train 

to Brighton, then get a ride to Gosport, where they would cross the Bay to their summer residence. Many came 

to rent and eventually bought the property. Only a few American remain Mehrhofs, Regan's, Wishart's, 

Beach's are coming from California, Florida and Connecticut!

SEARCHING FOR GOLD

Whenever you find islands and rivers, you will hear stories of hidden treasure. Presqu’ile was no 

exception. For years many local people felt that there was buried gold on the High Bluff. During the early 

1900’s many young men went west in search of gold. Some people believe that Hugh Proctor, who drowned 

in 1916, was one of these young people. Hugh farmed on the Bluff fora number of years. Many people 

speculated that he found gold, and buried it over on High Bluff.

Some believed that the rum runners buried their money here. Pirates are also believed to have buried a 

chest of containing $50,000.00 in gold and silver coins. Another story claims a chest containing a large amount 

of gold and silver coins was buried in 1780 by an English nobleman. Several people over the years would 

sneak over at night searching for this gold and in 1938 the Bluff was the scene of a treasure hunting expedition.

In 1938 Melvin Snelgrove had a boathouse on Harbour Street. His Uncle Morley heard some of these 

gold stories and decided to devote himself to the search. With his nephew taking him in for room and board, 

he devoted two summers to drilling and digging on the High Bluff. We are told that he made up to fifty holes, 

some of them eight to ten feet deep! Nothing was ever discovered. The Park took over the island in 1956 and 

it is a bird sanctuary today.

TRAVELLING THE MAIN ROAD

One of the main jobs tackled every year was the repair on the roads. The road would be graded with 

teams and the potholes would be filled, but no matter how hard you worked, the road would never remain 

smooth for long. As a child Ruth Cross remembers her Uncle Grant Quick driving along the trail (the old road) 

that went parallel to the present road. This always seemed strange. Was he saving the main road for guests? 

Jim Simpson is sure that Grant knew what he was doing. Grant travelled these roads many times in a day and 

he would use whichever trail was the smoothest!

Ruth Cross remembers an incident about ten years later about the road that still remains vivid today. 

She was helping her friend, Pat Nesbitt, move something over to the Point for the Nesbitt's Thanksgiving 

dinner, which was held at their cottage. Ruth was entrusted with the pumpkin pie that was covered with whipped
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cream, and forty years later she can still see the masterpiece being reduced to a messy wreck as the car and its 

contents bumped along that holey road!

At one time the main road of Presqu'ile, starting at the " Y" today, ran along what is called Cedar Lane, 

because of the cedar trees that used to be along it. It then cut through Lilac Lane to Calf Pasture, where three 

cottages used to be. These cottages belonged to Cam Freeland and the Pollock family. Eventually, because the 

Park wanted the land in the 1950's, the cottages had to be moved. The road then came out by the Dean's cottage. 

A road ran between the cottages and the water as well. Residents could walk along this road, or drive from the 

Hotel to the store at the end. For awhile it was Presqu' ile's Lover's Lane, but then so was Jobes' Lane, with its 

lines of mapl es leading to the old farmhouse! Sometime in the 1950's, someone decided to plant a hedge down 

to the water's edge and the road was no longer passable. Today the cottages are next to the water and the road 

is at the back them.

CHANGING LANDMARKS

A Sesafy Spot, Preset IsfeFbmi,Brighton,Out,,

I

Path in Front o f  Cottages & Water - Courtesy o f  George Deans-Buchan

In the 1930’s the Big Light ( the Presqu' ile Lighthouse) was electrified and reduced to ‘ Harbour Light’, 

with a distance of five miles. A keeper was not retained, but the light was under the general supervision of the 

lightkeeper at Brighton, Mr. James H. Grimes. James' sons, Harry and John Grimes, remember their father 

maintaining a string of six lighthouses along the nearby shore. They recall having to climb to the top of the 

Big Light in the middle of the night when there was no railing to hold. The pay was $60.00 a month and 6 

cents a mile.
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Presqu'ile Lighthouse - Courtesy o f Harry & John Grimes



^ ______________________ Presqu' ile Lighthouse - Courtesy of Ralph Bangay________ _______ ^

windows of the old foghouse station was boarded up .James bought the fog alarm building in 1946 and it was 

demolished in 1948. The chimney stood alone and, eventually, it was levelled.

Later new lights were installed that could be fdled with enough fuel, to run the entire season. When 

James Grimes passed away in 1952, his sons took over for a year. The Grimes at one time were able to see the 

lighthouse lights from a back window of their home on Prince Edward Street

The Big Light is the oldest operating lighthouse on the Great Lakes today.

When the Presqu’ile Hotel was built, there was a sand and gravel path that stretched out into the water. 

Later there was a wooden platform dock that went out 100 feet into the water. Steamboats and other vessels 

stopped here. There was another dock, to the east of this dock, that had better access to the road as there 

was a lane that went down to the water. This was used for launching.

In 1939 the Government dock was rebuilt. Gravel trucks came from the beach area with cement and fill. 

The engineer was Mr. Wilson, who had a cottage on the Point. The old wooden dock was removed. Many 

generations of children have swum off the dock at the foot of the stairs and dived even from its roof!

During the shipping era the Customs Office was at Gosport Wharf; however, as shipping declined, this
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On July 5,1946 extensive repairs were given to the lighthouse. A new light was installed and the work

men were kept busy, making alterations to the light. The structure was painted white and the door red. The top 

structure was removed and a new type of gas light was substituted for the old kerosene light. The doors and



Customs ̂ gent was moved to Cobourg. The local visitors now were instructed to get in touch with Customs 

in Trenton. But during the 1960’s a Customs trailer was moved to the Presqu’ile Hotel and it remained beside 

the dock until the 1990's. Now visitors to Canada are to contact Trenton once again.

Presqu' ile Government Dock From The Brighton Ensign - from the Helen Harren Collection

FIGHTING FIRES

A fire started in the late 1920's by lightning. Flo Haskett, who was tenting on their property while their 

cottage was being built, noticed it first. She ran down the road warning everyone along Cedar Row. Her cry was 

"Never mind the cottages! Save the trees". Conservation was already inportant to the early campers on the 

Point

Around 1937 a field caught on fire. Annette Duthie remembers riding her bike up the road and telling 

people of the fire and they came with buckets and rakes. Grant Quick brought down all the Hotel staff and 

orchestra boys and organized them all. Although one of the cottages started to blaze, Grant realized they must



contain the fire, or the forest would be lost. With a great deal of effort, only a few trees, on the perimeter of the 

woods were destroyed.

One night Jean Wishart Beach had been told she could not go to the dance at the Pavilion. Jean went 

out the kitchen door and heard a strange snapping noise. She called her father. He grabbed the water pail 

from the sink and ran down the road calling to his wife Muriel to go for help. (Phones were few on the Point at 

that time.) Muriel drove to the Atkins' farm for help. Jack had Frances telephone the Hotel and help was on 

the way. It was a night one may well remember. The fire had started in the Wishart kitchen near the 

refrigerator.

Once the Bluff burned. Even the largest trees caught on fire and burned for several days and nights.

The Donaghy’s cottage burnt in September of 1940. The Donaghy’s were away at the time. Word of 

the fire spread rapidly and most of the fellows attending the Pavilion dance that evening arrived quickly to 

help fight it. Dressed in their white flannels they formed a bucket brigade, standing knee high in the Bay. The 

Donaghy’s later were told what a sad and laughable picture they made, especially since the buckets they
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were given were full of holes! The end result was a stone chimney standing high amidst the debris.

Donaghy Cottage Fire Chimney Left Standing 

- Couretsy o f  Bette Donaghy Moore

After W.W. II, when the Provincial 

Government started to develop the Point as a 

park, a road was started down the center of 

Presqu’ile. One afternoon Ross Wishart, daughter 

Jean, and her two children went for a walk across 

the field to see how much work had been done 

that day. Many trees had been cut and bulldozed 

and the bmsh had been burned. Granddaughter 

Lee called her grandfather’s attention to the tree- 

tops where the fire had jumped. Jean ran back 

through the field to Jack Atkins' farm, and Jean and Jack filled canvas water bags which they then carried 

back across the field to the fire, while Frances Atkins called for help. Help arrived and the fire was out in a few 

hours. To this day Paxton Drive remains Lee Drive in their minds!

Every spring it was necessary to bum off the dead grass in the Park. It was a very big job and the 

superintendent had to pick the days very carefully. During the nine years that Jim Simpson was super

intendent, he was proud to say that the grass was burned off every year without a calamity. In later years 

under the next commission, Mr. McCracken, the new superintendent, was not so fortunate. A spring grass 

fire got out of control. A bam belonging to Clarence Atkins, filled with equipment that belonged to his 

brother Jack, was burned to the ground causing over $10,000.00 in damage.

DELIVERING PRODUCE
Home delivery was very popular at Presqu’ile. Billy Bedal delivered fresh fruit and vegetables to the 

cottages once or twice a week. Mr. Bedal had a farm on the Murray Canal. Foxes (Colbome I.G.A.) took meat 

orders and delivered once a week. Milk deliveries were from Fred Cornwall, Jack Atkins, and later, when Roy
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Spencer bought out Craig’s Dairy, he started delivering to the cottages.

Thompson’s (nowBrightonl.G.A.) would deliver telephone orders to the Point. Many of the cottagers 

from the United States would send a letter with their arrival date and a list of grocery needs and those groceries 

would be waiting. Ninety per cent of the campers would leave the family at Presqu'ile for the summer and 

the men would come on weekends.

Other people besides Mr. Bedal provided fruit and vegetables. Mrs. Smith drove a large wagon pulled 

by one weary, but well kept horse. Her arrival was heralded by the voices of children of all ages. Mrs. Smith 

came three times each week, and everyone on the Point called her ‘Onion Liz’! The Hunts were another group; 

usually Mrs. Hunt and her son came. The Pickles had vegetables too. Mrs. Pickles, before she married, also 

taught at the Presqu’ile school.

One day a woman and her two daughters stopped at the Point. In their car were all kinds of baked goods 

for sale. By mid-summer there were three groups coming consistently with baked goods. In the 1950's even 

church groups would sell baked goods door to door on Saturdays.

Fresh fish would also be delivered. Many of the local residents would watch for the fishing boats to 

return, and when they wanted fresh fish for dinner, they would use an apron or towel to wave the fishermen in. 

If the fisherman had extra fish, he was always happy to sell some to the women for their dinner.

HORSES

Around 1935 Grant Quick and Norm Bassett started the CircleB Ranch. Norm had a stable in Trenton, 

in Hannah Park. In the winter months one could rent one of these horses and tour Hannah Park. In June, Norm 

would move the horses over to Presqu’ile, where rides were available until September, when the horses were 

taken back to Trenton.

In the first couple of years, the living conditions were very 

primitive at the Circle B. Norm and his helper lived in tents for the 

summer. A corral and hitching post were made out of cedar poles 

that had been cut from the surrounding woods. Norm spent a lot of 

his time in the first summer using a scythe to cut hay. He would fill a 

wheelbarrow full of hay, then move this load over to his hay pile.

There was a shed just east of the Pavilion that had been built years 

before. Norm would often lead a couple of his horses over to the 

shed and tie them to the rail, so they would be handy for any potential 

customer. He had 12 to 13 horses.

Norm Bassett was also a barber of sorts and so he would cut 

hair for the local cottagers. George Deans-Buchanremembers when 

he was five years old Norm set him on a saddle tied to a double rail 

fence and proceeded to cut his hair for twenty-five cents!

During the 1930'savery informal club was formed, called the
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Brighton Riding Club. Many individuals owned delivery services, mail, milk, ice etc. and the horses were 

used for daily delivery. In the fall these owners would saddle up and ride over to the sand beach at Presqu'ile, 

where they would spend a pleasant afternoon racing on the beach.

Many of the summer residents would go to the Circle B and help around the horses. Geraldine Huycke 

McEwan would often go over and clean out the stables or feed the horses, and in return she would earn a ride.

In the fa ll, instead of hiring trucks to move the horses back to Hannah Park inTrenton, Norm would 

choose some of the kids to ride the horses. They were Grace Huffman Trotter, Shirley Huycke Twist, Nancy 

Huycke Hanks and Geraldine Huycke McEwan. Norm always sent one of them to lead and once the horses 

were safely back inHannahPark, the kids were drivenback to Presqu’ile.

BOMBING AND W ORLD WAR II

During World War II, Brighton Bay became a bombing range. If a plane happened to come along 

while the fishermen were out on the ice, the pilot would swoop low and chase the fishermen. The pilots would 

often make a special effort to fly over the Hotel and wake up the girls first thing in the morning, to the dismay 

of many local campers and guests. They would often swoop low over houses and many small children were 

scared.

There was a dump just east of the Park gates and the pilots often used this dump as a target range. 

One day they missed the target area and a shell went through the roof of Adam Shewman’s home on 

Harbour Street!

Once an enthusiastic pilot swooped low and fired a machine gun in a restricted area on the Point. He 

miscalculated and some of the shells landed in the gravel outside of the Huycke cottage, causing stone chips 

to fly. Some landed in the cottage owned by Bill B ond and rented by the Huyckes'cousins. Twochildren were 

hit by the flying stones.

No one minded helping the war effort, but things were getting out of hand. Grant Quick went to Bill 

Fraser, a well known local politician, with two requests: one, the planes refrain from swooping low over the 

local houses, and two, a safe zone be marked on all maps to allow the fishermen a safe path through 

Brighton Harbour.

The Trenton Airforce Base was built in 1930 during the depression, when men made 20 cents a day 

plusroomand board. TheR.C.A.F. was transferred officially from CampBorden toTrenton in 1931. War was 

declared in 1939 and Trenton became the Commonwealth Training Center. During this period many of the 

men were far from home and looking for something to do. They were attracted by Grant Quick's ads in the 

Toronto Star.

During W.W. II the Hotel became a popular spot for the R.C.A.F. men to spend the weekend. Grant 

advertised in the paper ‘Beautiful, unattached girls stay at the Hotel.’ ‘You’ll finda partner any evening 

among the Gay, Merry, Holiday Makers.’ Girls would come fromToronto and Ottawa, by train and by taxi, to 

the Hotel. Often four to five girls would get out of each taxi. Some were here for a week's holiday, hoping to 

dance and have fun for one solid week. The Hotel entertained record numbers of people during this time.
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During the war years, Nancy Hanks'parents often invited airmen over to their cottage, ‘Huycke Inn,’ 

for a good home cooked meal.

Some people remember this time as a romantic period at the Hotel. Several met here and eventually 

married. A favourite spot for these couples was an apple tree that used to stand by the Pavilion. Couples 

would gather around this tree listening to the band playing. One would always hear the band play at least once 

a night ‘Don’t Sit Under The Apple Tree With Anybody Else But Me’.

On a beam from the old pavilion there was a big heart, carved deeply in the wood, and it encircled these 

words: V6971 6 c M a y  24 - August 18/41 - We shall endure.' Was this one of the many romances 

during war time and did H.M or S.L go off to war? One can only hope that their love did endure.

At the end of the war, Presqu’ile held a welcome home dinner for returning troops. After the war, these 

young merrymakers were marrying and raising families and they had no time or money for vacations. The old 

crowd never returned, and gradually the numbers dwindled.

STARTING A YACHT CLUB

The Presqu'ile Yacht Club was initially organized in 1906. The first race took place from Summerville to 

Presqu'ile Bay, adistanceof 60 miles. About200 yachtsmen took part. Theclub secretary was T.C.Lockwood. 

The original Presqu'ile Yacht Club was chartered and listed with Lloyds of London.

For Americans Presqu’ile Point had always been an attraction. Sometime before 1927, the Rochester 

Yacht Club started to sail every 4th of July to admire the beauty of the Point. In 1936 no less than 12 yachts 

came, accompanied by eight power cruisers. It was a beautiful sight to see a regular fleet anchored at the wharf. 

The Rochester Yacht Club sponsored a race across Lake Ontario, with prizes for the first three boats to drop 

anchor in Presqu’ile Bay. By early afternoon the government dock in front of the Hotel was crowded with 

cruisers, launches and sailboats.

In fact, each summer weekend a number of boats would cross the Lake from Rochester either for a 

weekend at the Point or on their way up the T rent-Sevem waterway. It was a lovely sight to see the Bay covered 

with boats. The yachtsmen replenished their stocks at the hotel store and took advantage of the hotel dining 

room

By 1946 Ross Wishart was one of the people involved in renewing the Presqu'ile Yacht Club and he 

helped develop the pennant for the club. He sailed an English rigged racing dinghy. Even now every year 

there is a race for the Wishart Trophy in memory of Ross Wishart

Francis Huycke also donated a trophy which was given at the end of the year. Only the boats finishing 

would receive points, which were added up at the end of the season. Some of the early members were Ed. 

Nesbitt, Francis Huycke, George Shewman, Dick Huffman, a nd Dr. Dunnett. The members would gather on 

the Jaques' veranda and races would start at 3 p.m., weather permitting. There were extra races and trophies for 

special holidays. July 28,1946 was a Civic Holiday race. Motor boats racing through the Bay were making it 

hard for sailing because of the wake. August 17,1946 was the annual Regatta that started at 2 p.m. so the 
sailing race time was moved to 11 a.m. Clarence Gillan ran the ‘Course Patrol Boat’ and he was always ready
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to pick up any survivors of mishaps. Once a year the club went to the Regatta in Trenton. To get to Trentonthe 

sailboats would go through the Murray Canal. There is a speed limit through the Canal so the First boat, driven 

by Clarence Gillan, would tow the rest behind him. A very long and sturdy rope was purchased, and behind 

Clarence would be eight or nine boats, all hanging on to this rope, going through the Canal!

Frank Huycke had a boat made of mahogany named the Nuisance. One year the members of the Yacht 

Club had boats built by a gentleman from Kingston. The mold for these boats came from Toronto. The six men 

drew lots, to see who would choose first. Later the club members decided that all boats should be of a uniform 

design. Mr. Nicholson was asked to build some 14 foot dinghies from a design created by George Comeil, 

calledL.S.S.A. (‘Lake Skiff Sailing Association’.)

The Freeman Cup race was started by the Freeman family from the Rochester Yacht Club, Rochester, 

New York. The race in the early days started from Rochester and ended at Presqu'ile, where there were then 

many activities at the Hotel for the visiting sailors. It was along distance race following Lake Yacht Racing 

Association rules. The Freeman Cup race rotated around the various harbours from the United States and 

Canada in the 1940’s. It started at Presqu’ile only twice. In the 1940’s Annette Duthie’s brother, Dick 

Huffman, was one of the officials, looking after the race. The day of the race was very foggy. Annette was 

taken out in a rowboat by a buoy and given a starter pistol. This was to keep the boats from going aground. 

About 200 boats participated and many ended up grounded anyways. The Cup was given out during the 

ceremony held at Woodmere Lodge and the person who was believed to have won the race was disqualified 

for entering the wrong class!

Every Sunday at 1:00 p.m. the Presqu'ile Yacht Club held regular races. Bert Hanks always shot the 

gun. He kept a handicap on the different boats and kept records. One Sunday, the Presqu’ile Yacht Club held 

its most exciting race of the season. The starter, Bert, provided a new and interesting course, and the difficult 

wind added to the zest of the race. The new course started east from the Hotel dock, rounded the gas buoy to 

port, returned to the red Canal buoy and continued once around the normal course. The finish was the closest 

that year, with Bob McEwen first, Nancy Hanks second, Dan Donaghy third, Stan Boyce fourth, Bob 

Pollock fifth, Frank Huycke sixth and Herb Haskett seventh.

The club members in 1946 were: Commodore Francis Huycke, Vice Commodore Robert Hanks, R. 

Donaghy, R. Hanks, F. Huycke, E. Price, Dr.Dunnett, G. Shewman, W. Webber, M. McConnell,E. Nesbitt, 

R. Wishart, M. Scanlon, Dr. Cromwell, Logie MacKenzie, W. McEwan, and R. Huycke.

The sailing members were W. McEwan, Logie MacKenzie, F. Huycke, Allen Price, George Shewman, Nancy 

Huycke, Ross Wishart, Dick Huffman and Mr. Bird.

In 1955 the Club at the Point died out, but some members would still get together, and ten years later 

it would be revived on the mainland.

BUILDING A BRIDGE

In 1939 it was decided that Ontario Street needed some major repairs. This time the town approached 

the Park Commission for help. It was agreed that the road from the caim to Harbor Street should be done. The
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Park Commission agreed to pay for half of the repairs. A proper bridge was also required.

Jim Simpson was in charge of this job, and it was started on March 13,1939. Much fill was needed to 

build up the road, so it was decided that Goose Island could be used for this purpose. Goose Island was a 

small island, that was located directly in front of today’s Municipal Park on Harbor Street.

The job was all organized. Ploughs, teams and wagons went out on the ice and the soil was shovelled 

onto sleighs and carted away. The teams received $5.00 a day, and they could remove thirty loads a day. 

The average labourer received $3.00 a day. It was hard work, shovelling each load of dirt on and off wagons 

and sleighs. Although it was winter, some of the workers developed poison ivy.

When the island was finally moved, they started moving loads of gravel from along the beach and up 

along the cairn. It took the crew about two to three weeks and $ 1,485.00 to do the entire job. The town paid 

around $700.00 and the Commissionpaid the rest.

In the early 1940’s Jim Simpson took a survey to see which of the roads were used the most to bring 

people to Presqu’ile. He sat in his car one Sunday ,on the comer by the cairn, counting cars. Three hundred 

came up Huff Road, three hundred from Harbor Street, and sixteen hundred came from Ontario Street. The 

conclusion of the survey was that Ontario Street deserved the work.

PUBLISHING A NEWSPAPER

Between 1912 and 1917 Mark Lear of Brighton edited the Presqu’ile News. This periodical sold at five 

cents per copy. From 1934 to 1935 the first Presqu’ile Pointer was printed. It was a small news sheet that was 

put together by the young people of Presqu'ile. This fourpage news sheet also sold at a nickel a copy. Editor- 

in-chief of this paper was Clifford Wayne, with K.C. Corbett, Ruth Wilson, Frances Sloan, Bob Nesbitt 

and Art Jewitt as associate editors.

TheSqu’iler was a paper started on June 11,1937, for the residents of Presqu’ile. In 1938 Mr. Orville 

Kelly joined the Brighton Ensign and the Squ’iler became one of his duties. This paper was four long pages 

and it came out once a week during the summer months. It let the residents know what was going on in the 

area.

Founded by Miss Margaret Lapp, the Squ’iler became published at the office of the Brighton Ensign 

but it was financed by advertising. It was distributed to the cottages, Mayme's store, the Hotel, Woodmere 

Lodge and the Pavilion every Friday evening from early June till the end of August so all visitors would be 

informed.

Orville Kelly’s daughter, Pat Morgan, remembers going with her father to Trenton one day a week, 

drumming up advertising for the Squ’iler. Every Friday evening was spent delivering the Squ’iler to the 

cottages. Mr. Kelly usually took several children over, and each child would take a side of the street and 

distribute them. Payment for their effort was an ice cream cone at Mayme’s store. In later years the girls 

would be dropped off at the Pavilion after the delivery, so they could participate in the Friday night dance. 

Circulation in 1948 was 450 papers, and in 1953 four hundred papers were produced.
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CHAPTER 3
E A R L Y  C O T T A G E R S

The earlist campers arrived in the 1800’s. Since then there have been many changes in the types of 

shelter used.

Jobes

The Jobes’ had a farm on the Lakeshore. Mr. Jobes was the blacksmith for Presqu’ile and he had big 

bellows in his bam. This property was purchased later by the Fenton's, who had the first car on the Point. The 

Government eventually took over the Jobes' farm and the bam caught fire. The foundation is still to be seen in 

Jobes' Lane.

Mason - Hewitt - Wishart

The Mason family were early arrivals on the Point, building their log cabin on the bayside while Mort 

Jobes built his on the lakeshore. There was a lane from the bam, across the road from the cabin, through the 

woods to Jobes'. The Mason's had a maple sugar bush on the Point. Also in the woods, ironwood trees grew 

along with many other varieties that are still on the Point today. The Mason family in later years built a brick 

house on Oliphant Street in Brighton. Muriel Hewitt Wishart, a great great granddaughter, was bom in this 

home.

Muriel, her sister Hazel, and brother Percy Hewitt lived in Brighton and Presqu'ile. Muriel was in the 

movies in New York and many famous people visited the cabin: the Talmadge sisters, Irene and Vernon Cast, 

Walt Disney and his wife, Wallace Berry, Marie Dressier, just to name a few.

Percy drowned in Presqu'ile Bay in 1918. Muriel Hewitt and Ross Wishart were married in 1916in 

Cobourg. They spent thei r honeymoon at the cabin and were given a shivareeby the Jobes', Craig’s and 

Jaques. Muriel and Ross hid behind the woodpile at the cabin while the neighbours banged pans with wooden 

spoons. Indians fishing on the Point at that time gave Muriel and Ross an iron kettle as a wedding present. 

The ketde is still in the family today. Muriel and Ross had two children, Jean and Bill, who are now married 

and spend many happy times on the Point. Seven generations have now lived on Presqu'ile!

Jean Wishart Beach remembers George Shewman building a boat for her dad, a Scotsman who played 

the bagpipes. From Jean's cottage, off Lilac Lane, is a marsh. At one time during low water she could rowout 

and play ball on the dry bare area.

Nesbitt's

The Nesbitt's home was built in 1898, the same year Sam Nesbitt started the cannery that became 

Dominion Canners Limited in Brighton. In 1912 the cottage was given to Bob's parents. The house is on an 

angle to the water because that is where the old road used to run. It then cut across to the backside of the 

cottage.

A1 Donaghy

A1 Donaghy built what was a type of shed on Presqu'ile so he could hunt and fish. Later he built his 

log cabin on the site. He commuted between Colbome and Presqu’ile during the summer months.
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A1 lent his boat to friends so they could fish whenever they had an afternoon off. Each summer A1 
stocked the trout pond he shared with his nephew Roy and close friends. A1 would often meet his daughter 
carrying an oil lantern as she returned from the Pavilion dance.
Spafford & Dyer

Theodore Spafford and his sister Hulda Dyer of Belleville were descendants of the early pioneer family 

of Smalley Spafford and Rebecca Proctor circa 1800.

Theodore and Hulda had cottages built at Presqu’ile Point between 1905 and 1910. Their descendants 

George Deans-Buchan, Elizabeth Gordon and John MacKenzie still own these cottages built by William Atkinson, 

who incidnetally also built in 1884 Holy Angles Roman Catholic Church.

Before these cottages were built, around 1900, Theodore Spafford, his wife Jessie, and daughter Marie 

boarded at R.Y. Leslie’s cottage, where Mrs. Leslie provided meals and a place to pitch a tent. Marie Spaffored 

Deans-Buchan recalled her grandfather, Tobias Carr of Belleville, coming to Presqu’ile by horse and buggy. 

It took him and his wife two days, with a stop overnight in Trenton!
Joyce Boyce

Joyce Boyce remembers her grandparents coming to the Presqu'ile Hotel for the entire summer, and 

staying in one of the hotel cabins. Joyce often felt that her uncle, lawyer W.J. McCallum, who became a 

partner with Grant Quick in 1914, not only saw the Hotel as an investment, but a way to keep his father Peter 

busy and happy during the summer months. Joyce remembers her uncle, Frank Baag, a builder from Toronto, 

and his son-in-law, helping with the addition that was put on after Grant took over the hotel.

Before the Depression, the Hotel was always hopping. During this time the rooms and cabins were all 

filled and tents were pitched for the overflow. The Depression began to change things for the Hotel. The 

McCallum family bought a lot next to the Hotel and the family built a cottage. Joyce remembers that during 

the Depression, there were often more people staying at this family cottage than patrons at the Hotel.

With so many people, there was always a great deal of work to be done each day. The younger children 

were assigned helper jobs like shelling peas and peeling potatoes. Everyone’s favourite job was to be in 

charge of morning chores and do the bed making. One could get this job done and disappear until it was time 

to do the dishes in the evening. Everyone had a good breakfast and at lunch time one fended for yourself. 

The older women would often draw lots to see who was in charge of preparing the meals and desserts were 

never an important part of the meal.

There was always someone coming down for the weekend from Toronto. This was a four hour drive 

and often the grocery shopping for the family was done on the way down. One always made a stop in Oshawa 

at the Canada Bread Depot and picked up about eight loaves of bread. The next stop would be the A. & P. in 

Cobourg. The family always stocked up on ground meat for the weekend and always had a supply of 5 lb. 

cans of corned beef. The local farmer came around on Saturdays, peddling com, beans and peas. Mr. Bedal 

was the honey man and milk was bought at the Atkins farm and placed in the ice box.
Roy Donaghy

In Augustof 1916 Harry Quick sailed across Brighton Bay to A1 Donaghy’s dock on Presqu’ile Point.
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Two passengers were aboard: A l’s nephew, Roy, of Kent, Ohio and his bride, the former Sara Dustin Jones, 

of Cleveland, Ohio.

A1 had made arrangements for the honeymooners to have the cottage next door to his. It was the 

property of Walter MacGregor, who lived near Castleton. Walter was an uncle ofA l’s daughter, Margaret. 

Like Roy, Sara loved Presqu’ile and, following the birth of Elizabeth Anne Donaghy on June 18,1917, she 

wanted to locate a cottage site. They settled on purchasing three lots from Frank Cornwall, and Bill Atkinson 

was hired as contractor. The original cottage was remodelled and refurnished in 1938-39. In September of 

1940 the cottage burned to the ground.

When Sara and Roy learned of the birth of their granddaughter, Judith Donaghy Moore on November 

13,1940, Roy phoned an architect and contractor, and work was begun on the new Donaghy cottage.

Mr. Teal of Cobourg was put in charge of overseeing the building of the new cottage. It was to be 

nearer the middle of the property and, if possible, it was to have a view of the Bay from every room. At this 

time electricity was at the Point. When finished it was an early model of what we now term ‘ranch style’. A.E. 

Donaghy took much joy in teasing Roy about being a ‘Kentucky Colonel’, so it got named ‘The Barracks.’ The 

name stayed until the Trenton Rotary Club asked 'The Colonel' to speak on some subject pertinent to the War. 

Roy did some research on the subject and, following his speech, he was rather shocked (to say the least) when 

the president of the Club assured him that nothing would be divulged of these secret matters regarding the 

War. There was, of course, nothing confidential or secretive aboutanything in his speech. However, from that 

time forward ‘The Barracks’ title drifted into oblivion. The Pearson's of Toronto now own the cottage.

Dr. Jim  Miller

Dr. Jim Miller came to Presqu’ile in the first Brighton - Presqu’ile taxi belonging to Dave Waltz of 

Brighton,and hecame via theoldsand road. Around 1917 William Miller. Dr. Millers father, worked for 

T.J. Spafford at Phillips Manufacturing. Mr. Spafford had built a cottage atPresqu' ile and he invited William 

and his family to visit. Mr. Miller was so impressed with the area thathe also decided to build a cottage. After 

renting for a couple of years the Miller's moved into their cottage on June 30,1922.

Jim as a young boy helped out at the Post Office under Postmaster R. Y. Leslie and he used to go to the 

Lighthouse to light the lights and stoke the furnace whenever a fog came in, because the lighthouse keeper was 

asthmatic and the fog bothered him.

Jim and his wife Irene built a new Panabode house in 1973. Dr. Miller had begun practising medicine 

inBrighton in 1933 and 1934 and he was the Coroner during that time. Later he practised in Toronto before 

returning to Brighton where he continued his practice until his death in 1991. The original cottage was moved 

in 1973 and it now belong to Dan and Lori Thompson.

Bob Hanks Sr.

Bob Hanks Sr. first came to Presqu’ile withhis friend, Frank Walker. Frank’s father, Ed Walker, liked 

duck shooting. His uncle, Russell Humphries, had built a cottage at Presqu’ile because of the hunting. Mr. 

Walker bought the brick house that had belonged to a lake captain, Captain Shaw.
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Bob made his first trip around 1912 with Frank. They came by train, which took three hours, from 

Toronto to Brighton. At the station they boarded a horsedrawn stagecoach which took them to the Gosport 

dock, where they met a ferry, actually an old converted fishing boat, that took them to the Presqu’ile dock.

Eventually Bob bought an eighty foot lot for $ 180.00 from Frank Cornwall and the following year they 

pitched a tent and started to build their first cottage. The cottage was built about 1919. The cottage was named 

‘Ouita’, an Indian namefor pleasure. Cookingat this time was done on a wood stove and the water was pumped 

from the Bay. Drinking water was obtained from the Wishart's well.

Bob’s brother, Gord, purchased another sixty feet beside him which gave them a frontage of one 

hundred and forty feet. As the family grew still further in size, Bob asked Gord for the sixty foot parcel to the 

west of the lot, and a new cottage was erected in 1961 that is now used by Bob and his daughter, Nancy 

Hanks Shirer, and family.

Robert Charles Hanks (nephew of Bob Sr.)

On the weekends there were as many as 27 people at the cottage. The cottage was a basic square, 

consisting of a small kitchen, a central common room, and four bedrooms, each containing a double bed. The 

kitchen had a cast enamel sink with a hand pump to pump water from the Bay. The drain for the sink was clay. 

A kerosene stove accommodated three pots. A table was used for food preparation, and there was an ice 

box. The common room had a Quebec heater used for wood and later coal. Afterwards a screened porch 

was added. One end of the porch held four double pullout cots, and by doing that this cottage could sleep 

a total of 18 people! Six to eight people slept in the boathouse when more space was needed or one could 

always put up a tent.

Grandmother always did the cooking. She was five feet tall, but when she was angry she seemed 17 

feet tall. Amelia Jane (Jenny) Darby emigrated to Canada when she was 13. Often she set the meals up outside. 

A kitty system was set up and Mrs. Nellie Hanks was the first treasurer. People put in so much per person to 

cove r the cost of food and a big book was used for the entries. The Hanks family had an outhouse called 

the ‘ Aimy Dudley’.

Clarence Lockwood

Clarence Lockwood first came to Presqu’ile about the age of four. Clarence remembers coming over 

by horse and buggy. They never sailed over. His family lived in Brighton when he was eight. The first boat 

he sailed belonged to Jimmy Bickles. Jimmy had a dinghy which he lent anyone who asked him, if he 

thought they could handle it.

Helen Hoffman

Helen Hoffman McCullough remembers her mother, Grace Hoffman, coming to visit her sister, Mrs. 

Roy Donaghy, in the summer of 1921. The farm next door to the Donaghy’s was Frank Cornwall’s and Grace 

bought it.
The waterside of the house had never been painted, probably because nobody would be passing by to 

see it! It had no indoor bathroom, only an outhouse, and no electricity or water. Drinking water was carried
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from the well of their neighbor, Mrs. Wishart Sr. For dishes and laundry one took a pail which had a rope 

attached to the handle, and dipped water from the Bay. If the mg needed washing, you tied it to the stem of 

your row- boat, attached the trolling motor and dragged it around for awhile. You would then spread it out on 

the lawn in the sun to dry.

Cooking was done on the cast iron stove in the kitchen. Luckily Grace had lived on a farm and knew 

how to manage the stove. She was an inspired cook and happily made pancakes and peameal bacon for almost 

every breakfast. Light was by oil lamps and if, you slept upstairs, you took a candle.

Gradually the house was wired and a well was drilled for drinking water. An electric pump and water 

storage tank were installed in the tiny cellar. One year a wash basin and commode were put in a closet, but 

there was no tub or shower. You still had to put on your swim suit and take the bar of floating Ivory soap into 

the Bay. If you wanted a shampoo, you just lay back in the water and backstroked for awhile!

Two of Grace's sisters and husbands bought cottages nearby: Jim and Isabelle Engel, and George 

and Blanche Witman. One sister, Florence Reid, visited Grace every summer for a month or two. They were 

very compatible and enjoyed doing things together. Often one would see the sisters walking down the road to 

make an afternoon call on a friend.

LATER COTTAGERS

Inthel930’s there were about 150 cottages at Presqu’ile Point. William Atkinson, acontractor from 

early 1914, built a number of these cottages. Most of the lumber for these cottages came from the local saw 

mills. Harry Quick estimated he drew over 50% of this material. Many cottages on the Lakeshore were 

permanent structures. Some of the locals referred to them as Millionaires' Lane.

In 1934 three pre- fab cabins built by Eaton's were erected by Dr. Clark, a local doctor who made house 

calls, the Corbett and the Brook families. They all had hardwood floors and a stone fireplace. The living room 

had an open ceiling. Double doors led into the glassed porch. They were characterized by natural woodwork 

and cast iron latches. One still remains and it is being restored by the Park as an example of an Ontario cottage. 

Wilson

The Wilson family built Stonehedge during the W ar. It amazed many people where this material could 

be found during the shortages of wartime. Stones were brought in from the fields and chipped. This house 

looked very elegant, but if you looked carefully, you could see a plywood headboard mounted on an old army 

cot. The Wilson's were forced to sell the house in 1957.

Fenton

The Fenton’s lived at Presqu'ile in the 1930’ s and 40’s. Mrs. Fenton wore a hat and gloves and came 

calling on a regular basis several times a week. They had the log house and an extension that incorporated a 

blacksmith shop. When the Park took over in 1956, the building was boarded up. Some locals remember a 

sign being placed on the building, ‘DO NOT DEFACE’ 'we intend to restore this building’. Itis obvious that 

people did not heed this warning, because items were stolen from the building and eventually someone put a 

match to it.
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Langdon

In 1931 the Langdon family cut trees from the farm and took the wood to Davidson Mill. Lots were 

available at Presqu’ile, and they levelled off the land and the whole family helped to build the new cottage. 

The cottage was very basic. The outhouse was located in the garage and the water was carried from the Bay. 

A coal oil stove, with an oven and top burners, cooked the family meals and a wood stove kept them warm on 

cool damp days. There was electricity to light the cottage but the land was still leased. Mr. Langdon bought 

another cottage from Fred Jaques, the Brighton harness maker, about this time for $400.00. These cottages 

were meant for summer living and were boarded up come fall.

Jones

Bill Jones firstcame to Presqu’ile in 1931 attheageof 13. Bill’s aunt owned the cottage his widow Betty 

is in today. The Nichols were from Cobourg and the cottage was called ‘Dunworkin. ’

Witman

Blanche and George Witman of Berea, Ohio spent their holidays at Presqu’ile with Mrs. Witman’s 

sister, Grace Hoffman o f ' Camp Bywater'. George loved to fish and he didn’t like to be interrupted merely 

because it was meal time. After Grace had called him in from the Bay for dinner a few times, he decided it 

would be better if he and Blanche had their own place!

It took a while to locate a lot, and construction began immediately. About two years later the cottage 

was near enough to completion to bring their daughter, Doris, her husband, Harold, and granddaughter, 

Yvonne, with them. They named their cottage ‘ Applewood’, as they had an enormous old apple tree on the east 

side of the cottage. The tree was not only mature, it was artistic, and apples were large and plentiful.

After die Witman cottage was erected, Belle and Jim Engel of Ashland, Ohio came for a visit and right 

away built their little ‘Wee Housie’ next to sister Blanche. Except for their brother Alfred, the Jones sisters 

were quite content. Their mother (fondly called‘Nana’) spent the entire summer at By Waters, and loved 

having ‘her girls’ (Grace, Florence, Sara, Blanche and Belle) nearby.

Raymond Moffat Bresee

RaymondMoffat Bresee,of Colbome Lumber, bought the Rayveefrom Jim Warring of Rochester, New 

Yorkinl941. HebuiltthefirstbreakwallatPresqu'ileanditisstill inexcellentcondition. He supplied materials 

for presenthomes belonging to the Humphries', Griffis', Cousins, Cruises, Wilson's and the present museum. The 

Kelly families spent many years in their grandfather's cottage and it presendy belongs to Ida Scriver.

Dick Donaghy

In 1938 Dick and Esther Donaghy of Kent, Ohio bought the log house, undoubtedly the oldest building 

on the Point. Dick had Moses Marsden, a fine Ojibway logsmith, and his two sons restore the building. Mr. 

Marsden later built a place for John Foster Dulles on Main Duck Island. Mr. Marsden used the original logs 

and wide floor planks as much as possible to retain the rustic log cabin appearance outside and in. They added 

a stone chimney and fireplace, a screened porch, and two bayside dormer windows.

As boys, Dick and his brother, Roy, had visited their uncle at his summer cottage next door to the cabin.
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Dick remembers sleeping in the old cabin loft. The log cabin remained the summer place of the Donaghy 

family for nearly fifty years. It became a Bayshore Road landmark, with wild roses growing by the door, and 

a giant old lilac bush by the road that almost hid it from view and provided a network of childhood paths 

and outposts. Standing somewhat above the Bay, the cabin was partially hidden from sight on the water side 

by a cedar hedge. Mr. Marsden’s large stone steps led down to the Bay and its many summer joys.

Bette Donaghy M oore

Roy died in 1950, but Sara, Bette and Judy continued to spend their summers at Presqu’ile, until Bette 

purchased a home on the Lakeside. Judy’s husband, Tony, and children, Christopher and Elizabeth Ann, 

lived in England, but they continued to make good use of the Presqu’ile cottage when they returned during 

the summer months.

Things were very quiet on Presqu’ile in Bette’s youth compared to today. It was a monumental event 

when the mailman finally arrived. I say ‘finally’ because one could hear him coming almost an hour before he 

reached the mail box. Everett Mill's father delivered mail for a number of years; then Everett took over the 

mail route. Also Jack Atkins delivered milk and ice every day.

As Bette grew older, migrations to the Pavilion began. Norm, Effie and Margaret Strong would walk 

down to Bette’s and pick her up; then they went next door to Helen Hoffman’s, then on to Ethel Hanks'. 

They carried their dancing shoes, then changed at the pumps in front of the small store next to the Pavilion. 

They left their walking shoes there until they were ready to return home. Rarely did you see even one car 

going in either direction.

^RESIDENTS’ ACTIVITIES ^

Bill Jones had a fish fry once a year on the old cow path by his home. One year a picture was 

started by this group, because their birthdays were all close together. When each person's birthday came 

up they would put something on this blank paper until it was filled. This picture is in a frame and still in 

Bill’s wife's possession.

Jean Beach had many a wiener roast down on the beach.

Bette Donaghy Moore often heard ‘roast tonight’. That meant one should bring whatever they 

had to eat and come. A huge bonfire on the beach provided for the cooking of bacon, hot dogs or 

perhaps marshmallows. Companionship was the main idea and everyone enjoyed every minute.

Residents from 6 or 7 cottages would gather on the beach on a Sunday at noon when they heard 

a skillet banging. A feast was prepared by the residents, and when it was ready for cooking, the banging 

of the skillet brought people running. This was the beginning of the pot luck cookout. They would bring 

eggs, bacon and beans.

Pancakes, maple syrup and tea for adults was a typical fare for a Lakeshore picnic.

The group of cottages at the east end towards the Lighthouse would have their community 

gatherings ‘by the old tree’ near the Lighthouse. Six to eight families would gather, with com and

v __________________________________________________________________________________ /
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Picnic on Lakeshore 1945 - Bernice, Sara Donaghy Rice, Mrs. O’Connor-Fenton, Leight, 
Don Moore, Judith Moore, Bette Donaghy Moore, Karen - Courtesy of Bette Donaghy Moore

wieners, to celebrate someone's birthday.

Joyce Boyce said some Sundays the wash boiler was taken to the beach, and filled with water 

and placed over the fire for a com roast.

The Havills, Dawsons and Deans-Buchan families would arrange large com roasts as evening 

meals on the Lakeside of the park where picnic tables were put together for seating, often followed by 

a singsong.
Water shows were presented in the 1960's by the Brighton Water Ski Club. It featured Rollie 

Bonneneau, the famous kite flyer. The teenagers of Presqu' ile also put on shows in front of the Hotel 

dock. Doug Wright, the Smith girls all participated in jumps and pyramids to amuse Hotel guests and 

cottagers alike.

RESIDENTS' REMINISCENCES

Helen Hoffman McCullough's fondest memories of Presqu’ile are of the nights: the waves 

lapping softly along the shore, the cry of the loons, the lonesome whistle of the train going through 

Brighton and the blinking range lights across the Bay.

Jim Miller before he died, remembered the Golf Club as being the best in the world to learn how 

to dislodge a golf ball from any sand trap!

Bob Hanks remembers the hassle that occurred the night a skunk decided to visit the tent set up 

to accommodate extra company.___________________________________________________________
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Bette Donaghy Moore remembers their first cottage. Someone had named the cottages from 

A.E. Donaghy’s to the Hanks cottage, ‘The Row.’ There was a path, extremely narrow in spots, where 

one could walk from cottage to cottage on the very edge of the shore. Walking in front of the cottages 

was best for the children and they certainly made use of it. The Row consisted of A.E. Donaghy, Aunt 

Grace Hoffman, Mrs. Wishart Sr. and the Hanks'.

Jean Beach remembers her Uncle Percy put a grass snake in the Hotel piano. When Maude lifted 

the lid, to play the piano the snake came out and she was, to say the least, very upset!

Annette Duthie remembers crawling under the four row bleachers to collect pop bottles and 

change that might have fallen during the Sunday baseball games. The last day of summer was also her 

saddest day of the entire year. Shutters were put on the cottages and everyone had to return to normal 

life, another summer gone.

Nancy Huycke Hanks remembers as a child Grandfather Huycke taking her fishing. There were 

rules you had to follow: 1. Bait your own hook.

She also recalls the sad , lonely, eerie sound of the fog hom that blew every 15 minutes during a 

foggy night in the summer.

Clarence Lockwood remembers the road that ran in front of the cottages and a toll gate 

somewhere along the way.

Bill Jones, before he passed away, remembered his Aunt Joy Nichols always making taffy on 

May 24 weekend, and the kids would get together and help pull the taffy.

The Michael's and Disney's are just a few of the families that came to Presqu’ile through the 

effort of Rev. DeMille, who was a Minister at the United Church in Oshawa. Rev. DeMille would bring 

some of the members every summer to Presqu’ile. Some of the younger groups liked Presqu’ile so much 

that they started renting cottages and eventually became summer residents and permanent owners.

One Brighton resident remembers walking over to the Presqu’ile dock with a six quart basket 

and a fishing rod. He remembers how very privileged he felt to be able to stand on this dock. It was the 

best spot in the country to fish and watch the rich enjoying themselves. It was wonderful to remember 

this adventure when he trudged home with a six quart basket of perch and sunfish for dinner.

Ethel Wright remembers the family getting dressed up for family picnics at the Point on the Craig 

farm in the summer. In the winter they came across the ice that was marked with poles. It came out at 

the dip in the road, just west of the Mason farm. The Craig’s had two farms back to back. Wilfred was 

on the south to the lake, and Harry north of the Bayshore road.

Ruth Cross remembers the apple tree that was beside the Pavilion and men would meet their 

sweethearts there. The band usually played once a night the song, ‘Don’t sit under the apple tree with

2. After you catch a fish, break its neck.

3. Clean the fish.

V . J
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^  anybody else but me.’ ^

Yvonne Russell Scanlon has many fond and happy memories of the time she was on the 

Hotel staff. One of her favourite memories is one where Mrs. Quick wanted her staff to be punctual 

returning to their rooms in the evening. Evidently they were not as punctual as she wanted and she 

took to walking the Hotel halls through the night until she satisfied herself that everyone was ‘ in’. This 

could be a scary return, if you were very late and met Mrs. Quick dressed in a long flowing white 

nightgown!

Some Presqu’ ilers also remember the 5 cents scribbler and nightly game of hearts.

During the 1930’ s a polio epidemic hit Toronto. Many of the Toronto residents did not board 

up their cottages in September, but stayed at Presqu’ile for an extra two months, to wait out the 

epidemic. There were many picnics and com roasts during this time.

For some summer residents it was an adventure to go over to the sand beach. They would 

take a boat around to the beach, and then ferry people over to Gull Island for the day. One time, a boat 

of returning picnickers ended up with problems.

Annette Duthie remembers how the cars lined the beach and shone headlights out into the water 

in an effort to guide the boats safely home.

Between 1938 to 1944Jean Wishart Beach started giving Life Saving Lessons to any interested 

youngsters. The lessons were approved by the Red Cross, and pupils were tested by an official, Mr. 

SamBatt, asummer resident.
The first phones on the Point were at the Lighthouse, at Fenton’s house on the Lakeshore, at the 

Atkins' farm and at the Wishart's cottage. The ring for all four was one long and two short. Whenever 

the phone rang, everyone picked up and had their say. If the operator was looking for someone, she 

would ask on the open line, and whoever knew would give the information. It was always interesting.

It was great fun to ride down the Point with the mailman. He could be heard arriving for miles, so 

one was always ready. He would stop with the mail and then had little things he did for different people 

on the way to R.Y. Leslie's store. At one place he would wind a clock, at another carry out the trash, 

maybe drop apackage from the drug store, or he would go into the cottage to deliver or pick up mail, even 

put on stamps if the money was in the box. If the kids were lucky, they got a nickel for an icecream 

cone, or a penny for candy when they arrived at the store.

______________________________________________________________ J

RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION

In 1944 the Presqu’ile Park ratepayers formed a watchdog commission. The purpose of this commission 

was to protect the park, and promote interest of the property owners, lessees and tourists, in preserving the 

healthy, sanitary conditions and scenic beauty of the Park.

The Ratepayers Association in the 1950’s had a membership of $2.00. Land was given to the 

association as a Memorial Park for the W.W. II soldiers opposite Atkinson’s store. The land was filled in,
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and a tennis court and horseshoe pit were laid out. From 1949 to 1954 the Squi’ler had reports of members 

from the association having socials, teas, bingos to raise money for this Memorial Park. InAugust 1951 it was 

decided to install swings and a teeter totter and there was talk of putting up a clubhouse. When the Park took 

over, the land was surveyed and this land became lots as well, to the surprise of all.

In the summer of 1991 the Presqu’ ile Ratepayers Association was revived again. JohnTripp was the 

new president, Sam Venn the treasurer. It sported a new name.

In August of that year the Presqu’ile Point Cottage/Home Owners’ Association started once again a 

newsletter. The Pointer, informs the cottagers that is going on today within the Park, what has happened to the 

residents and their environment during the winter, and what was discussed at executive and annual ratepayers 

meetings. In 1992 and 1993 they issued two newsletters, including articles on the environment pollution and 

recycling.

In 1993 the Association sponsored a successful day-long old-fashioned regatta, with volunteers 

serving over 200 free hot dogs and pop and that is with a membership fee still of only $5.00 per family. 

PURDY’S
In late June 1946, despite the mosquitoes and wasps, the beach was filled with summer visitors. But 

when Mr. Purdy first visited Presqu’ ile beach in July 1946, he found it was deserted. It was a unique spot and 

he decided to spend his week’s holiday there.

The Purdy's first tent was a 14 foot bell shape. It was an oily, smelly, and stamped 1941 Army tent,but 

it was in perfect shape to create many happy family memories. Everyone carried his own drinking water and 

groceries, then they all would pick a spot to pitch the tent Driftwood was collected on the beaches for a camp 

fire. This also helped keep the woods clean of deadfall. By the second year of camping at Presqu' ile Beach, 

out-houses and pumps were installed. A sand point was attached to 25 feet of pipe and driven into the water 

vein. Now the family had water for dishes and washing. About half a dozen campers came to Presqu’ile 

that summer. One camper had a beautiful parachute and they used this as a tent. It was very tight with a hole 

in the top to let out the smoke. By the 1950’s there were about two dozencampers. The Commission now had 

designated areas to camp.

Around 1954 a small tomadahit the campers. It was very forceful and lasted about two minutes and it 

rained for about half an hour. This wind picked up most of the lightweight tents and sent them out into the Lake. 

The Purdy ’ s old bell tent survived the storm. Most of the neighbors were discouraged and went home wet and 

without tents. The Purdy family were able to stay on and enjoy two to three more glorious days. As time went 

on, the family would stay the week and Mr. Purdy would just come down on weekends. While he was there, 

he would start his car to charge the battery, then take it out and hook it to the lantern in the tent so Mrs. Purdy 
could read at night. Then the battery used the previous week would be put back in the car for his trip back to

the city!

When one came to Presqu’ile, the timing was very important Friday nights and Sunday evenings 

were the times to avoid. Experienced travellers learned what route was the easiest. For the drive to Oshawa
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Mr. Purdy would take the back country 

roads and bypass Welcome, then get back 

(xi Highway Two at Cobourg. Some people 

left to come home on Saturday just to 

avoid uaffic on Sunday!

WOODMERE LODGE
A private home was built by the

Price family around 1923. They had acorral 

at the back of the property and their chil

dren and guests rode the horse through 

the Park. In the late 1940’s the house was 

purchased by Everett and Helen Disney 

and Harold and Marg. Armstrong, who 

converted the cottage into a lodge. Four 

small cabins purchased from the Atkins' 

were put in the backyard. Everett Disney 

named the lodge after a racehorse called 

‘Woodmere’.

The entrance contained a large 

screened veranda, a comfortable spot to 

enjoy the fresh air during the midday sun.

The spacious lounge was 34 feet by 20 

feet, witha huge stone fireplace, that would 

hold a four foot log and create a cheery 

atmosphere for cool evenings. Above was 

an open balcony. Directly above the fire

place was a buffalo head, mounted to the 

railing along with the bullet that shot him, 

that belonged to the Armstrong's. There 

was also a lasso that is believed to have 

been made from human hair, along with moose and deer heads. There was a grand piano, floor covers and 

sofas around the fireplace. The dining room was to the east. There were four bedrooms in the lodge, two 

upstairs and two down. The cabins were well ventilated and attractively decorated in cool pastel colours. 

Hydro and continuous hot water was provided. Most of the guests were Americans.

The Disney’s and Armstrong’s had a house across the road on the Bay side that went down to the 

water presently Kay Craig's. They had a dock with rowboats that the guests could use to tour or to enjoy the
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SCHEDULE OF RATES -  AMERICAN PLAN
(Rates shown are per week)

Suite o f  T w o R oom s (B ath C onnecting)

Each

2 persons in each room (double bed)..................
3 persons in each room ........................................
4  persons in each room (2 double beds)............

.. $38.50 

.. 33.50 
..  30.50

R oom s, F irst F loor (B ath  to service 3 room s)

2 persons in each room (double bed)....................
Bunk rooms (2 single beds) .................................

. .  33.50 
.. 33.50

Spacious S ingle C abins w ith  R oom  Service

(Modem bath supplied in Main Lodge nearby)
2 persons to a ca b in ..............................................
3 persons to a ca b in ..............................................

. . .  30.50 

. . .  28.50

Children under 10 years of age in room with adults 
— half rate.

All weeks begin on Saturday at 3 p.m.

SEASON

June 17 - Septem ber 15

NOTE: Reservations are to be accompanied by 
deposit.

a $10.00

Woodmere Schedule Of Rates in Disney and Armstrongs Time - 
Courtesy of Cheri Hennessey



excellent fishing in the Bay. Pike, black bass 

and pickerel were plentiful.

There was an empty field to the east 

that contained swings, teeter totters and an 

area where one could set up badminton, 

croquet, or horseshoes. There were many 

different walking trails available and a riding 

stable. For the evening one could go to 

the Pavilion or the Crackerbarrel at Atkinson 

store.

r

Delicious home cooked meals were 

made each day. Woodmere also had a snack 

bar, located across from the store and next 

door to the Lodge that was open late each 

night. It was built in 1946 and Everett 

Disney looked after the kitchen. Most of 

their summer help was from Oshawa, and 

later , some local people were hired for 

counter help, chambermaids, and servers. 

Two helpers were Sheila and Mary 

Holahand.

The snack bar sold hot dogs and the 

chefs were famous for their homemade hot 

dog relish. They baked lemonpies, chocolate 

cakes, served grilled cheese and ham sand

wiches and milk shakes.
During the dances at the Pavilion,

when the band took a break at 11:00 p.m., a 

lot of the people would walk from the dance 

hall to the snack bar for something to eat. It 

was a mad rush trying to keep up. After 

closing the snackbar, Mrs. Disney and 

Mrs. Armstrong would gather the receipts 

and cash for the day and walk to their 

cottage down by the water.

In 1952 the Disney's and Armstrong's W oodmere Cottage - Courtesy o f  Mrs. I. White J
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sold the lodge and snack bar to Roy and 

Irene Spencer. Fred Kelly helped to short 

order cook then. Mr. A1 Vanderwater 

bought it next, then Harry and Mabel 

Simpson. The snack bar is now the perma

nent residence of the Heilingbrunners and 

the lodge belongs to Isobel White.

(
July 17,1953 Woodmere Lodge 

and Snack Bar full course dinners 

served at 5 :30 to 7:30. For details 

call Roy Spencer, owner.

V____________ __________ )

On July 1,1954 the local Lions Club 

Installations of Officers was held at 

Woodmere Lodge, Presqu’ile.

Mrs. White still has one of the cottages left and the Woodmere sign. Inside is the counter that was 

used at the Presqu’ile Hotel entrance and behind the counter is a little door with the lodge keys and room 

numbers still on it.

COAL CARRIERS

OnJuly27,1951 Presqu’ile campers would watch the coal carriers going up and 
down the Bay; this would go on all summer. The Bayfax, the smaller of the two boats, 
carried 13,500 tons of soft coal from Oswega N.Y. (Toledo, Ohio) to Trenton, where it 
was unloaded. It carried less then the Coalfax, because it still had an old style hoist 
and took longer to unload.

The Coalfax carried a larger load of stoker coal. Thiswasdueto the over headsystems, 
with the endless chain for unloading. It would take six hours to remove the load. At the 
moment it was the busiest ship on the Lake and it would see no rest until it froze up. Visitors 
could watch the thick black smoke plumes coming from its stack.
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CHANGES IN THE 1950's AND 1960's

THE OLD GUN CLUB

In the 1950’s the old Gun Club became the Lions Children's Summer Camp. This camp was a joint 

effort with the Northumberland and Durham Children’s Aid Society and the Brighton Lions Club. Some 

contributions also came from the local Rotary Club. The summer camp opened when 40 girls moved in for ten 

days, and the boys came for the next ten. On July 18,1952 the first group of campers and visitors came in, and 

ice cream sandwiches were served. The children participated in sports events to entertain the visitors. 

CIRCLE B EXPANSION

When the 1950’s rolled around, the living conditions at the Circle B Ranchriding stable were improved. 

There were two basic cottages that provided shelter for the people who ran it. As in all the cottages found 

at the Hotel, there was no kitchen. People went to the Hotel dining room for their meals. The cottages were a 

basic rectangle with a bedroom and living room. Water was carried from the Hotel and outhouses were 

available. A water trough for the horses was on the other side of the Pavilion. The horses were walked a 

couple of times a day.

In 1954Norm Basset decided to retire. The Circle B was sold to Bill Faragher and Jack Griffin. Jack had 

runa riding stable in OutletParkand Madoc,so when Norm retired, they decided to move all their operations 

to Presqu’ile.

A trail was available that went around the Lighthouse and through the woods to a hitching post down 

Jobes' Lane. This was available seven days a week for the price of $ 1.00 per hour. A special two hour trail 

was provided every Tuesday morning and Sunday night. This went through the park and to the sand beach 

where the horses would be tied to a hitching rail and everyone would go for a swim before turning home. This 

cost $2.00.

When you ordered a horse, someone from the stable would deliver it to your door and pick it up later. 

Pony rides were available for the children. Each person had three turns for 25 cents. A horse called 

Schooner provided enjoyment for the older crowd who missed the horse and buggy rides. For S5.00 a couple 

could rent Schooner and harness a rig and take a drive throughout the Park. The Circle B also had a billy goat 

that provided much entertainment for the visitors, and problems for the people who ran the Circle B!

Summer around the Circle B was usually quite enjoyable; however, it was difficult to justify the horses 

with only a season of three months. The Circle B and trail riding came to a close in 1956 when the Park took 

over the land and they claimed there was a problem with liability.

THE OLD CEMETERIES

The Presqu’ile cemetery is believed to be the second in the Brightonarea, as the first one was on Harbor 

Street. It was located in the Park just past where the road splits to the cottages and campground. Some of 

the stones were believed to have been transferred to Mount Hope Cemetery many years ago. There were 12 

to 13 stones in all. One stone remained behind, but then it disappeared. A picture of the stone was taken in 

1956 in the sand hills behind Wilson’s Bayshore cottage, now owned by the Humphries and in 1959 a memo
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from the Department of Health indicated a headstone lying against a tree in an area 500 feet to the east of the 

campground road and 400 feet to the south of Bayshore Road. It has never been located since.

On the 1869 map of Presqu'ile down by the Big Light there are two different areas that show more

stone monuments. What these were or if they

In Memory of 

Parmelia, 

wife of 

AlexR. Sutliff, 

died

September 1,1865, 

age 34 years, 1 month and 3 days.

are still there is not known.

In 1982, a cemetery referred to as the Park 

Cemetery had four monuments in an unfenced 

area. On July 11,1984 an inspection of a small 

cemetery showed a small wooden fence 12 by 12 

in need of painting and the grass in need of 

cutting. Today these areas also are unknown..
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SCOUT CAMPS

Grant Quick allowed the Boy Scouts to use the Pavilion and the orchestra once a year for a fund raising 

dance. The dance was on a Thursday night and in 1954 they made $225.26. In 1955 the Boy Scouts gave 

Grant a thank you award.

In 1959 the first Rover meeting was heldat Presqu’ile with more than200 teenagers.

When the Park took over, the Scout Camp at Presqu' ile moved several times before they found their 

final home. The first spot was on the Lakeside, north of the small picnic area; the second was a cleared spot 

going into the camground; the third was the finger area back of the cairn, which later became the pump 

house area, and the fourth spot was the group camping area.

To mark the Centennial of Confederation (1967), Cub Master Stewart Killbank got the Cubs from all 

over the district to bring a stone from home. A small cairn was built at Presqu’ile with these stones. A steel 

plate was attached to the front, but vandals came and removed this plate in later years.

The Quinte Region of the Boy Scout Association met April 27 - 29, 1984. Nine hundred boys and 

girls, 150 leaders, two doctors, two nurses and the S t Johns Ambulance Group spent a quiet weekend at the 

Point. The programs included camp nutrition, a Beaver program, awards, Cub crafts, stars and badges, 

spiritual aspects, Ladies Auxiliary, first aid, outdoor games, a session on accounting, responsibilities, 

Scouting with a handicap, public relations, and duties of a district.

THE PRESQU’ILE YACHT 

CLUB

Ken Petch was one of the mem

bers who re-established the Presqu'ile 

Yacht Club in 1965. Some of the club 

members would go cottage to cottage 

making arrangements for the meetings 

and races. Bob McEwen became Com

modore. The Club was moved from the 

Point to Gosport and it was re-chartered.

Races were set every Sunday at 

1:00 p.m. The race would start in the 

Bay, go around Nicholson’s Island and 

comeback. A longer special event was 

the Katie Gray Cup once a year from 

Brighton to Picton.

In 1965 to 1966dances were held 

in the spring and at the end of the sea

son. In the 70's several barbecues and Presqu' ile Yacht Club at Gosport - Courtesy o f Yacht Club
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a regatta were held. Bill Jones was then the Commodore.

In 1976 the Yacht Club bought property from Dr. Dunnett in Gosport, brought in a trailer, had a work 

party, and built docks and a picnic area. In 1981 the Presqu’ile Yacht Club became incorporated.

Today the Presqu’ile Yacht Club maintains a private club membership of 35 families from Presqu’ile, 

Brighton and the Gosport area. It has a club house and the deck is dedicated to Mr. Petch. The club is very 

active and the races on Saturdays are a joy to watch.

PRESQU’ILE HOTEL: THE FINAL YEARS

The Presqu’ile Summer Hotel had brochures of the many things you could do at Presqu’ile, but Grant 

Quick never seemed to get in the 60's crowds he used to. He never advertised to the local people and he never 

had a liquor license or put out a restaurant sign.

Times were changing, with people looking for more luxurious living. They were looking for swimming 

pools and hot tubs. They were buying property in the Southern United States and starting to take winter 

holidays and so there sat the grand old Hotel, empty and abandoned.

In the late 1960’s Grant tried to sell the Hotel. Although there were several interested parties, no one 

came up with the required money. The taxes and maintenance of the Hotel property were sky rocketing.

^  The Colbome Chronicle September 16,1961. Approximately 1500 attended the final Sunday ^

night singsong at Presqu’ile Pavilion. The program was excellent from start to finish; music by 

^  GordonWinter'sband.___________________________________________________________ j

Grant Quick died on August 18,1971. The executors of the estate had to make some difficult decisions. 

It was decided to have an auction sale and sell off all the assets of the Presqu’ile Summer Hotel Company. The 

land would then be severed and sold as residential lots.

On April 14,1972 an announcement was made in the newspapers.

SALE PRESQU’ILE HOTEL Date-May 19,1972 

Central Auction Company - Auctioneers - Ted Henesseyand Don Smith.

Auction day the rooms looked like they were ready for a regular day of guests. All the items were taken 

down to the porch, where eager crowds waited. Items were displayed: decanters, beds, sheets, towels, 

pillows, curtains, rugs, dishes, kitchen equipment, dressers, plus many more items too numerous to mention. 

Everything was sold right down to the brochures, postcards and freight shipment order sheets.

All of the buildings were sold and had to be removed from the premises within two months from the 

date of the sale. Some buildings were bought for the material while others were to be used as summer cottages. 

Buildings were jacked up and moved to new locations. Many old cottages became storage buildings and 

sheds all around the countryside.
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LANDMARK BEING RAZED

T h e P r e q u ’i le  S u m p e r  
Hotel is  being razed  by 
K enneth M cE w an and John

Hope w ho pu rchased  the  
building follow ing the death  
of G rant Q uick operator of

the hotel sin ce  1914. — Photo  
by JW D Broughton

Presqu* ile Hotel Demolished - Courtesy of Helen Herron Collection
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Some of the new owners were: Ben McEwan and John Hope, who bought the Hotel itself, Bill McCrary 

of Myersburg who bought the Pavilion ice hut to expand his own dance hall, the Myersburg Bam Dance. 

Some of the cottages went to Harry Simpson and Ted Cooper. The horse shed now belongs to Ron Taft.

It was a very sad day for the entire community when the buildings and furnishings of the Hotel sold 

off, leaving nothing but a big empty space, and the government dock reconstructed in 1939. Boaters stopping 

today must find Presqu'ile a strange place for such a large dock, with nary a store left (on this side of the 

Peninsula) to even buy a chocolate bar or can of pop! They would find it hard time to believe that this was 

once the summer social center for the entire region.

C O T TA G E S

The Presqu' ile cottages of old had been given a 99 year lease. In 1956, when the Park expropriated, 

lessees were allowed to buy the property and get the deed or sell their lease to someone else.

The provincial govern

ment was going to take over the 

cottages but there were so many, 

that it wanted the town of 

Brighton to take over. It did not 

want to. It was finally agreed that 

the cottage area would become 

part of Brighton Township.

Cottagers had three to four years 

to buy their lots or the govern

ment would take them back.

During the 1950’s another 

problem developed for the resi

dents of Presqu’ile. Solid masses 

of algae were forming along the 

shoreline because of general 

pollution in the GreatLakes. Many 

of the cottagers pumped their 

water out of the Bay for washing 

and they would spend an entire 

holiday cleaning out the pumps. I 

n August the algae would rot and 

the smell was most unpleasant. In 

1959, Brighton's centennial year,

Ruth Wilson even entered the
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parade as Miss Algae! Many wells were drilled to avoid the problem. The pollution problem has gradually 

improved but the algae is still remembered by many of the older residents.

Lots that had not previously been leased were surveyed into lots 75 by 200 feet. Lots across from 

the store and interior lots all along Bayshore road were auctioned, but the bids were so low on the first lot that 

the auction was stopped. People interested in a property therefore purchased it directly from the Lands and 

Forests.
The Presqu’ile residential area is now an area of both cottages and permanent homes. It is under the 

jurisdiction of the Township of Brighton, which provides all the essential services of fire protection, education, 

road maintenance, garbage collection, and direct mail delivery. Many cottages are adding foundations and 

second storeys. Everyone has winterized.Gradually larger and more modem homes are replacing the small 

cottages of yore.

A breakwall has been installed to save the land from erosion at the rate of one foot per year. Because 

of the Shoreline Property Assistance Act, the cottagers, with help from the government, not only gained a 

breakwall but they also reclaimed ten to thirty feet of land where the old road used to be.

Thus we have quite a transition for Presqu'ile, from a once busy summer resort area to a quiet year 

round residential community.
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THE SCHOOLHOUSE

When the Park took over Presqu’ile Point the old schoolhouse was being used for storing equipment. 

But it was full of bats. Jean Beach was one of the people that helped band the bats at the schoolhouse. The 

government had people come in along with Mr. Ron Scovell, the naturalist for the Park. These brown, gray 

and long eared bats were captured, tagged and tracked all over.

Bob Hanks remembers that schoolhouse, the boys' and girls' outhouses, and the utility shed. During 

the 1930’s the local children discovered the key for the schoolhouse over the door of the driveshed. It was 

always fun to borrow the key and wander back into history. They were always careful to replace the key so 

that it would be available for another adventure some other day. But over the years people borrowing the 

key were not as careful and shutters were tom off and maps were destroyed.

During the 1950’s Ralph Bangay approached the Lands and Forests about buying or leasing the old 

schoolhouse and turning it into a summer museum. He had lists of teachers and pupils, along with desks 

and mannequins of that time period. But the building was eventually sold and moved away from Presqu' ile.

114.



THE CHURCH IN THE HEART OF THE PARK
Presqu’ ile’s church services have been held in a number of places over the years. They have been 

held at the Pavilion, the schoolhouse and even in a bam. After the demolition of the bam, the local church 

committee purchased a marquee.

Many remember the church service at the Pavilion where people attending wore gloves. There were 

always difficulties when people tried to make their way out the door, as anxious people were storming into the 

Pavilion for the best seats for the regular singsong! In 1931 St. Paul's Church choir assisted Rev. E. A. Slemin 

with a service at the Pavilion.

When the church services were moved to the schoolhouse, volunteers bought and applied paint to the 

building. Mrs. Phyllis Huffman donated a pump organ, that required a lot of physical pumping and skill to 

produce music. The services took place at 7 p.m. on Sunday evenings and the McEwan family allowed the 

parishioners to plug into their electricity to provide light for the occasion.

After the Park took over in 1956, the schoolhouse was no longer available and the services were then 

moved to Jack Atkins' bam, which also had bats!

^  The Colbome Chronicle 1961. Gone but ^  

never to be forgotten is The Old Red Bam, a 

Presqu’ile landmark of many years. It served 

a variety of purposes, inclusive of a term of

As the Church at Presqu'ile continued to 

search for a better home, people continued to volun

teer their time and help, to raise money for the 

project. A trailer for the Tent in the Park was supplied by the Anglican Church, as the Toronto Diocese sent 

the chaplains to the Park, and supported the program. The Anglican Church provided the means for the 

chaplain's salary and the Sunday school programs until it was no longer financially feasible. The Ladies’ 

Auxiliary supplied the funds for many of the extras, like coffee and cookies after the service. Nancy Huycke 

Hanks was the last president of this auxiliary. After the Anglican Church abandoned the effort to supply the 

services, a smaller commercial committee was formed to supply ministers, organists and other services 

necessary for the Church. This committee is still active due largely to the efforts of Robert Charles Hanks. Lay 

readers like Scotty Broughton, JeanBeach, Nancy Hanks have been its mainstay. Thenumberof committee 

members has grown with the attendance and local support. A government grant plus fundraising totalling 

$ 18,000.00 permitted a roof to be built over the campground amphitheatre in 1983. The camp theatre is used 

every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. from July 1 to September 1.

several years, as a meeting place to worship.

The Colbome Chronicle Thursday, July 13,1961. 

Anglican "Missionary” Appointed to Presqu'ile. 

Reverend Jack S. Crouch has become Presqu’ile 

Park's first missionary. Reverend Crouch, his 

wife and two boys have located in ‘ The Heart of 

the Park’, in a trailer for the sole purpose of 

ministering to the spiritual needs of campers and 

residents of Presqu'ile.
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About 200 people gathered at the "cathedral under the pines" to remember the late Scotty Broughton.

Park Amphitheater - Courtesy of Brighton Independent



CHAPTER 4
THE BEGINNINGS Of PRESQU’ILE PROVINCIAL PARK 

FIRST COMMISSION

Presqu'ile Peninsula has always been considered government owned, and up to November of 1920 it 

was controlled by the Dominion Government. In November of 1920 Presqu’ile came under the jurisdiction of 

the Militia Department In 1921 the Dominion Government transferred the jurisdiction, except the reserve of 120 

acres around the Lighthouse, to the Provincial Government

On May 22, 1922 the first five-man Commission, made up of appointed local people, were granted 

powers similar to a municipal council. This commission was made up of two Conservatives and threeLiberals. 

On the first board were R.B. Scripture, Robert Wade, LF.Langdon, E.H. Bates,and Brightonbarrister George 

Die wry.

This group was to be in charge of all aspects of running the Park. They hired a superintendent from the 

community, leased out the land, passed and enforced by-laws governing the area and saw that the taxes were 

collected. The funds they collected were used to hire help and see that the Park had all the essential facilities. 

Roads were built, wells were installed, outhouses were looked after, garbage collected, trees were planted and 

the Park was beautified.

Scenic Drive Through The Park-Courtesy o f  RalphBangay
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Coal was very scarce in the winter of 1922. Seven men went over to the park and cut out the big trees 

that needed to come down. They started this winter works project over on High Bluff. The large maples and 

oaks were taken down, loaded on sleighs and taken to a selected wooded area, near the boardwalk today. 

Harren Tackaberry had his drag saw (a saw that was run by power but looked like a hand saw) set up and these 

logs were then cut into blocks. The blocks were then loaded on to sleighs and taken over to Brighton. A full 

cord delivered to your house at this time cost about $3.50.

After they had cleared out the marked trees, they moved over to a little house on the farm of Wilfred 

Craig. This house was located near where the group camping area is today. About four teams were hired and 

they worked six days a week. Over 100 loads of woods were cut from the Jobes' woods that winter.

Darwin Simpson, along with his men and teams, took about two months to build the entire road. Jim 

Simpson, at 15 years of age, was in charge of keeping the books for his father, as well as helping with the 

construction of the road bed. This first appointed Commission was credited for building the first road, on the 

south shore of the Park, in the spring of 1923.

SECOND & THIRD COMMISSION
The second Commission was under a Conservative Government from 1923 to 1934. Mr. Oaks was then 

the superintendent.
The third Commission from 1934to 1943 appointedJimSimpsonsuperintendent. As superintendent, Jim 

was policeman, game warden, garbage collector, tax assessor, and supervisor of all the work that was done in 

the Park during these years. Jimhad one helper fromspringto fall who received 25 cents per hour. Jimreceived 

35 cents per hour and, if he used his own team on the job, he would make 50 cents for both team and driver.

The revenue for operating the Park came from the cottage leases and taxes. Most of these cottages 

were east of the Hotel and were leased on an annual basis. The people paid an average of $ 10 to $ 15 for a year's 

lease and about $10 to $25 for taxes on the buildings. The mill rate remained at 12 mill for the entire third 

Commission. A few people owned their lots and they were generally assessed at a $ 1 a foot. If they built on it, 

then the building was also assessed. Grant Quick paid the most taxes at $252 per year.
The cottages received garbage pickup twice a week and, in the winter, Mr. Simpson would go over to 

the Park and park at the Hotel. He then would walk along the shoreline and swing up along the road inspecting 

the cottages to see that all was safe and sound. Times were tough in the 1930’s and this security patrol of 

the cottages was an extra precaution. Twiceaweek, Jim went over and did his walk. He remembers getting $4.50 

per week for this effort.

The public had free use of the Park. There were some picnic tables available, and there were wooden out

houses. During the summer months there would often be up to 1,000 people enjoying the fine sand beach on 

a Sunday. Cars were allowed to drive on the beach at this time and one person was able to supervise the area. 
If somone wanted to camp for a few days, he just picked out a spot and set up a tent. Social activities were 
always left in the hands of private individuals, with the Hotel and Pavilion being the social centre of the entire 
area during the summer

Every spring evergreens would be planted. During the third Commission 10,000 trees were planted each
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spring. The trees would come from Orono. The Commission had to pay the freight charges and pay for help to 

plant them. Mr. Simpson would go to the train station and pick up the trees and the yearly tree planting would 

start. It would take six men about two weeks. The men were put into teams of two to set out the trees.

Once the grass was burned, trees planted and the roads graded, it was time to get the facilities ready for 

summer visitors. All the outhouses had to be cleaned and fresh lime put in them. This job was always scheduled 

in the spring and then four to five times during the summer.

There were five wells located throughout the Park then. Most of them were 85 feet deep and put in by 

a man named Hillier from the Village of Hillier. Each Spring the wells had to be pumped out and chloride 

put in them. These wells were located where the park store is today, at the old schoolhouse, east of 

Stonehedge, and the last two east of the Hotel.

One year there was a fire, and a bucket brigade was formed. It is believed that one well was pumped dry 

during the fire, because the water tasted of sulphur. Athough another well was drilled by the Commission some 

100 feet away, the new well was no better.

In the 1950’sthem em bersof the Commission were: E.J. Nesbitt, Vice Chair; V.Chapman, Secretary;

Lome Lockwood, R . J. Ross, L.B. Solomon, commission clerks. The meetings were held the 4th Tuesday in the
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evening. The commission office was over the Maybee’s store in Brighton.

PRESQU’ILE PARK - THE EARLY YEARS

In the 1930's Presqu'ile Park was stocked with deer. Gradually the number of people using the Park 

multiplied and the cars driving on the beach became a real worry both to the deer and to parents with young 

children. The Commission had Jack Atkins, the superintendent at this time, charging 25 cents for each car 

that went on the beach. This was done in hopes that teens cruising would be deterred and traffic problems 

would improve. New problems were cropping up every year. Eventually the Commission wrote to Queens 

Park that it was becoming too much for the local people to handle.

Dept. Of Lands & Forests - Courtesy of Cora Taft Collection

In 1955, the Park Commission 

was dissolved. The Commission 

handed over the control of Presqu’ile 

to a division of the Department of 

Lands and Forests, now the Ministry 

of Natural Resources. Presqu’ile be

came part of a network of parks. It 

was the beginning of the campground 

era. The great resort era slowly dimmed 

in memory as the grand Presqu’ile 

Hotel, which had been the unifying 

force of the Presqu’ile community, 

came to a close. In 1956 the Depart

ment of Lands and Forests officially

took over the control of the Park. Sweeping developments in the mainstream of the Provincial Park were 

made. The western section had all their leases cancelled, lots were expropriated and cottages were demolished. 

Some cottages along the Bayshore were moved or demolished and the land for the rest was transferred to 

Brighton Township. On the Lakeshore there was an agreement for only three cottages to have a lifetime lease. 

Mrs. Clark, as an example, was allowed to stay until her death. Wilsons Stonehedge and the other two 

mansions were vacated immediately.

Many of the buildings had to be removed. The policy of the day was that private property could not 

be in the Park. After the Park took over and the cottagers returned for the summer, they found their 

outhouses gone. They were forced to put in septic systems. The Park also put an end to horse riding on the 

trails. The lighthouse keeper’s house next to the Big Light was sold to Mr. MacDonald, a gold prospector. 

He added a piece to the back and stayed for one year and the family did not enjoy the long winter in isolation. 

The following year, the Park bought that house.

After all the cottages on government leased land and the old golf clubhouse were removed, 18,260 

trees were planted, and new shelters and toilets were installed. The total area taken over was 2,000 acres. This
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area included equal portions of marsh, woodlands, meadows, fields, beach, and sand dunes. Five hundred 

campsites were put in and an overflow area accommodated an extra three hundred units. There was organized 

camping for groups such as the Boy Scouts up to a maximum of 300. There were approximately 900 picnic 

tables and conveniences for visitors. A store was put in where the golf club used to be, with several small 

concession stands installed along the beach. They were to serve refreshments and food during the summer.

goodness tha t*  over....I th»*k I 'll dwdy Fvova Vi all > 
ftndL spend two weeks m tk e c»ty JA*

Park Cartoon - Courtesy o f  Scotty Broughton
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Next to the store was added a covered picnic area with cooking pits. This area has been used for family 

reunions or just gatherings of friends.

Presqu’ile is still a good place to explore and enjoy. At Presqu’ile you can swim or fish, you can find 

solitude while paddling a canoe or walking in the woods, or you can relax and enjoy a leisurely afternoon picnic. 

There are forests, marsh, and dunes, abandoned farms and cobble beaches, and this great diversity of natural 

habitat supports rich plant life. Over 500 plant species have been identified by the Park staff. A wide variety 

of animals inhabit the Park as well. Red squirrels, eastern cottontails, woodchucks, chipmunks are common. 

Red foxes, hares, raccoons, skunks, deer and other animals may be observed.

Presqu’ ile is also a great place for birdwatchers. Since 1957, when the official station records were first 

kept, 299 species of birds have been observed. Breeding evidence has been found for 104 species and 25 others 

are suspected to breed here. Presqu’ile is especially well known for its large gull and nesting colonies 

established on the islands. These islands are off limits to visitors during the nesting season. In recognition of 

their importance, these islands have been designated as a wilderness area under the 1961 Wilderness Area Act. 

THE FRIENDS OF PRESQU’ILE PARK

TheFriendsof Presqu’ile Park is anon-profit co-operative organization of 160 members, established in 

1988 on behalf of Presqu’ ile Provincial Park. The Friends help the Park to optimize its use of limited resources 

by allowing volunteers to assist regular Park staff with interpretive activities, publicity, and the preparation 

and distribution of Park related publications.

The main objective is to encourage and support programs that are educational, scientific, or historical 

and concerned with the preservation of natural and historical resources at Presqu' ile. This is being done by 

raising funds from bookstore sales, membership fees and donations, promoting and organizing special events, 

that provide social, economic and physical support for the Park's activities and programs and develop programs 

that increase the public’s awareness, education, understanding and appreciation of the Park's natural and 

human heritage resources.

In the first three years of operation, The Friends of Presqu’ile Park have opened a book store and gift 

shop, funded publications and held a History Weekend and box lunch auction. The Friends also have plans 

for the future for updating and reprinting publications, organizing special events, and producing a professional 

video about the Park. They are also planning to restore the Presqu’ile Lighthouse, a project which is estimated 

to cost$500,000.00.

The Lighthouse has been considered before for major repairs and in 1992 a file on its restoration was 

finished and placed in the Park office. In the early 1960’s the Park was instrumental in changing the lighthouse 

keeper’s residence into a museum and adding a new wing as a visitors'center. They placed in front of the 

complex a plaque commemorating the loss of the Speedy, plus an ancient anchor. The Friends of the Park plan 

to continue these improvements.

BIRDING AND HUNTING

The first two weekends in early April Presqu' ile is rampant with birdwatchers. Hundreds frequent the
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Point to view with binoculars the many varieties of ducks. In the fall, a controlled waterfowl and pheasant 

hunt takes place. Blinds are rented to the hunters on a first come, first serve basis on Mondays, Wednesdays, 

Fridays and Saturdays for most of the regulated hunting season. This leads to a weird situation, as a rate

payer once said, of feeding the birds at Presqu'ile in the spring and shooting them in the fall!

Bird Watchers - Courtesy o f Brighton Independent

There is also fall birdwatching from September 5 to October 26. Monarch time at Presqu’ ile begins 

each weekend morning at 10 a.m. These fragile insects funnel into the Peninsula as they follow the shoreline 

rather than cross a large body of water. In 1991 one tree near the beach was so covered in monarchs day after 

day that the Park staff put up a special display by the tree. Warm days and cool evenings are the best time 

to see them. During the warm days they disperse to feed on the flowers' nectar and when the temperature 

is right, they fly off. Every Labour Day at Presqu'ile Park has a Monarch and Migrant Bird Weekend.

Many time during the bird migration 35 varieties of birds have been spotted. Don Davis, who used to 

be in charge of Monarchs and Migrants Weekend, tags both butterflies and birds. Each year many are caught, 

tagged and set free. Mist nets are hung out to gently snag the birds and then a naturalist tags the bird's legs. 

The Monarchs have tiny labels stuck to their wings. The tags weigh less then 1/40 of their body weight. When 

the tag is removed, the label is sent back to the Park, and the location is recorded. In 1992 Davis released 6,600 

Monarchs at Presqu’ile and ten of the butterflies ended up in Mexico. The Monarch butterfly is primarily a 

tropical butterfly, but over the years they'have developed a pattern of travelling to Canada. In September of 

1992 three hundred people attended the slide show about these beautiful butterflies. The annual Monarch and 

Migrants Weekend is one of appreciation. By attending one can show a respect for what Presqu’ile is doing.
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Tagging Monarch 

Courtesy of 

Brighton Independent

124.



Presqu’ile is one of the best parks in the Province. Long clean beaches invite many different kinds 

of recreation from birdwatching or sandcastle building to swimming or surfboarding. By foot or bicycle one 

can explore all the diverse flora and fauna. Trails take you from forest to marshland to beach. Forthosestaying 

a few days, the Park’s programs feature evenings at the amphitheater, guided hikes and special programs 

for children.

The Park staff provides weekend tours and talks on the history of the Park. Many events are planned 

for both children and adults. There can be shipbuilding, miniregattas, minicircuses on the beach, campfires, 

calathumpian parades, and sandcasde competitions.

The numbers of visitors to Presqu’ile over the years have been growing. In 1992 there were 260,000. 

The visitors'center is open during the summer from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. Evening programs and events 

canattractupto200 peopleatone time. On the weekends up to 5,000 people ply the Park, including cottagers 

and campers. In l991 ,1,000 went on guided hikes, 7,000 attended programs, 2,500 came to children's programs, 

and 22,000 people used the trails and boardwalks. Fourteen thousand people attended the waterfowl weekend 

alone and more people come out every year.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

In 1992 some new programs were introduced to Presqu' ile.

Plans were made for a History weekend with such activities as a boxlunch auction, kids' boatbuilding, 

tug of war, egg toss, potato sack race, two legged race, a calathumpian parade, a fashion show, a discussion 

on the history of the Park, bike races, water games, and a campfire. Mr. Doucette held private lessons for 

windsurfing and rentals on Beach one.

The first annual Charity Invitation Beach Volley ball tournament had fifteen teams entering over two 

days. The proceeds went to the Big Brothers and Sisters and $700.00 was raised.

Kids of Steel Triathlon Series was held at the Park. It consisted of a swim in the open water of 

Presqu’ ile Bay, a hike, and a run through the closed roads. A bike helmet was mandatory and no wet suits were 

allowed. A limit of 300 entries was made. The price was $20 for nonmembers of the Ontario Association of 

Triathletes, $ 18 for members and $40 per family. T-shirts and medals were awarded to the competitors at the end 

of the day. The events were:

swim bike run

Midgets 7-8, 8-9 100m 5 k m 1.5 k m

Juniors 11-12,13-14 200m 12km 1km

Seniors 15-16,17-18 400m 19km 5 k m

On August 11,1992 help was given to fortify the sand dunes. The Park transplanted 12,000 marram 

plants and native beach plants, thus using nature's way of stabilizing the sand dunes. In the spring volunteers 

and the Park staff also planted American Beach Grass, a grass that takes root quickly and runs off 10 to 12 

foot shoots. The grass acts as a natural fence line and establish new sand dunes.
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Presqu' ile Map - Courtesy of Presqu' ile Publications



Courtesy of Brighton Independent 
Top Left: Presqu' ile Beach, Right: Deer, 
Below Left: Little Girl on the Beach, 
Right: Park Area

A "V - , ri.

127.



H IS T O R IC A L  T R E A T — P r o c to r  H o u s e  M u s e u m  p ro 

v id e s  a  b a c k d ro p  fo r  p a rk  e m p lo y e e s re h e a rs ln g  fo r  

P re s q u 'ile  P a rk 's  f if th  a n n u a l h is to ry  w e e k e n d .

K e lly  M c M u lle n , S a m a n th a  S h e p h a rd , M a rk  P e te rs ,  

K a r e n  C h e v e r i e ,  N e a l  S i m a r d  a n d  B a r b a r a  

W o rk m a n .— G le n n  T o o z e  p h o to

History Weekend - Courtesy of Brighton Independent



Triathlon - Courtesy of Brighton Independent

1
2

9
.



130.

Park staff are trying to prevent sand dunes from spreading into the parking areas by planting marram grass.

Fence Line - Courtesy of Brighton In d ep en d en t



Anew water treatment facility was introduced on August4,1992. The new system cost $305,400. It 

will draw water from Lake Ontario and a treatment plant will give an endless supply of clear water.

July 21,1992 was the date of Presqu’ ile’s first vermi composting. Brian Peck, the Park superintendent 

since 1984, introduced worms and composting to the Park. This is the first provincial park in Ontario to 

establish‘Red Wiggler’ worms that eat their own weight every day. It started out with a few worms from a 

friend, and now there are three bins within the park: one by the staff house, in the Pines Campground, and by 

the Park warehouse.

There are now 1,000 red wigglers,andtheParkis trying to encourage campers to use these compost 

bins. The worms will eat vegetables, grain seeds, shredded paper, cardboard and animal fat. The Park started 

their own recycling program in 1989 and backyard composting in 1991. In a study in 1989 it was discovered 

that the Park could recycle 80% of its waste merely by composting. The red wigglers have been a success at

Wet and with head bowed, a volunteer heads for shelter after the 
deer drive unaware of an unsuspecting doe making a surprise 
emergence from the woods.

Deer Count 1993 - Courtesy of Brighton Independent
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Presqu' ile and the Park's recycling program has won a 3Rs award fom the Ontario Recycling Council.

One program that needs attention in the future is the eradication of loosestrife. This purple weed has 

clogged the waterfowl marsh and pushed out Presqu'ile's native plants. Each plant produces three million seeds 

and its tightly packed roots threaten marshy areas everywhere.

Presqu’ile Park is also a place to visit in the winter, when the white-tailed deer, flocks of snow 

buntings, sometimes numbering in the thousands, the majestic snowy owl, along with the chickadee, 

sparrows, cardinals, blue jays and other small birds can be seen. Visitors can see many of these birds on 

the Park’s trails where bird feeders have been established.

A deer count is done on an annual basis to keep track of the herd and check the state of their health. 

Thirteen separate lines are established across the Park and marked by flagging tape. One line of people is 

established from the south to the north shores of the Park. These are called drivers. They are interspersed 

across the first line and then proceed from line to line driving the deer in front. The Presqu'ile Naturalist 

Club members positioned in cars beginning at Paxton drive count the deer as they pass in front. In 1988, 49 

deer were counted, in 1991,87 and in 1994,101 deer.

Through the decades the Presqu'ile Pennisula has gone through many physical and political changes. 

There have been years of high water and low water, severe and mild winters, dry seasons and wet. It has 

been home for early Indian tribes, pioneer settlers, farmers, summer cottagers and vacationers and it is now 

home to 50 permanent residents. With proper management and nature's cooperation Presqu'ile will remain an 

interesting and educational place to visit or live, and hopefully campers, cottagers, tourists and residents 

will continue to be compatible and in harmony with nature all within a provincial park.
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Leaving Camp 1908 Jessie Bullock holding Elizabeth with Leslie beside her - Courtesy of Proctor House
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