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It is believed a saw and flour mill had been built in 1795. By 1804 there was a wooden dock at the 

proposed town where regular shipments of salt arrived. The courthouse was to have been used as a bam 

afterwards, and was located on the lot where Mr. C. Thompson’s house stands today.

On March 20,1821, Jas. Richardson Jr., Dr. McGregor Rogers, James Lyons and others petitioned His 

Excellence, Sir Peregrine Maitland, the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, saying that the townof Newcastle was 

‘so difficult to access that it will be a long time before it will become settled as a town, and the few persons who 

did settle there have moved away.’

James Lyons took an active part to expedite the evacuation of Newcastle. On February 12,1825, writing 

from Y ork, he petitioned for the land on the old to wn plot at Presqu ’ ile to be given in 100 acre lots to actual settlers, 

for when it was deserted, it afforded facilities to smugglers. This petition was referred to the surveyor general, 

who in reporting on it, enclosed a plan from the earlier petition of March 20,1821 to show the relative situation 

of the old town plot to the new one. On November 5,1825 an order-in-council was passed on Lyon’s Petition, 

ordering that Presqu’ile be resurveyed before any further action was taken. For this reason a notation on the 

map shows ‘O.C. 5 November 1825 and Pet. James Lyons’.

The new town was moved to Gosport in Presqu’ile Harbour, Concession C, Lot 34, on the mainland in 

1828, after the first petition in 1821. The new port was eventually called the Port of Brighton and became an 

important port of call. Some of the petitioners in this move were Mr. Lyons, Mr. Peters, and James Richardson 

Sr. who died in 1831.

�!)""#$7�348�

Brighton’s schooner days covered approximately 100 years beginning in 1802. George Gibson of 

Presqu’ile Point owned the vessels, Lady Mary and the Speedy between 1802 -1813. The first steamboat to 

arrive in Presqu’ ile Harbour was the Frontenac. The Frontenac was built in 1816 and had 18 paddles on the 

wheels. Other early paddle-wheel boats which plied the waters of Lake Ontario were the William IV', 

Constitution, Traveller, Canada and Queenston.

In 1812, an American schooner loaded with salt and bound for some port on the Canadian shore farther 

west, was driven into Presqu’ ile Harbour in a storm; with winter coming, the captain feared to remain any longer, 

lest his boat should be frozen in, seized or confiscated and sold by the Government. The schooner of salt was 

unloaded on a point at the entrance of the harbour, placing it in the care of Mrs. Selleck and her mother, and it 

immediately left the harbour undercover of the dark. Ox-carts were driven to Presqu’ile Point to obtain the salt. 

Since then schooners unloaded their cargoes on this strip of land jutting out into the bay, giving its name 

Salt Point. The sandbar is now almost washed away, leaving the tiny island now in evidence off the Point. 

& 7 $ � 9 : ; /6$

Presqu’ile de Quinte was made up of the present bluff and part of the Point west of Calf Pasture. 

The former was said to have run from Presqu’ile Point for about 40 rods in a northerly direction. 'Presqu’ile 

de Quinte’ is a mixture of French and Indian. Presqu’ile means a portion of land nearly surrounded by water. 

The word ‘Quinte’, spelled Quintay in 1672 by Frontenac, is of Indian origin and is a corruption of the Indian

6.
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Map of Harbour - Courtesy of Proctor House
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LI ME
Lime was in demand in 1853. The old lime kiln built by John Nix was at the junction of Presqu'ile Point 

and the Lakeshore. Lime, plaster, brick, and cement were used.

FARM S

Commerce passed this area by but a few land grants were given. The land records show the earliest 

settlers were Charles Selleck on December 5,1803 on a water lot, George Gibson August 10,1816alsoawater 

lot, Elizabeth Wellington November 20,1834 Water Street, TimothyThompson June 23,1803, Thomas Ward 

February 2,1805, Joseph Gibson August 1,1803, and Charles Selleck February 1,1803, all on Water Street.

Obediah Simpson and his wife settled outside of Presqu’ile Point at what is still known as Simpson 

Island today. Some of theirchildren settled atPresqu’ile itself. Mr. Simpsondied in 1805 and Mrs. Simpson 

died in 1810. They are believed to be buried near Simpson's Island.

John Kemp opened the first store in the area in 1816; however, we have no idea where it was located.

In the early days of Presqu’ile Point, Mr. William H. Sherwood lived in the house by the Big Light. 

Mr. Sherwood’s nearest neighbour was Simon Weaver and his family of two daughters and a son, whose 

cottage was a half mile west of the Big Light.

The map from December 6, 1869 shows where the farms were located and their occupants. The log 

cabins and frame structures could be described as log shanties with bark roofs and mud plastered on the 

inside. About fifteen residences have been accounted for. There was also a frame school house for the children 

of Presqu’ile.

In the early 1880’s there were several log houses standing. Adjoining the Government property on 

which the Simpson family lived, was land purchased and deeded by the Government to Captain Malcolm 

Shaw, who built the brick house on the site of the Government House. That was Captain Shaw’s winter 

home, as he was a Lake boat captain during the sailing season. The land south of the Shaw property, also 

deeded land, was owned and occupied by Luman Taylor and his family. Their home was a white cottage that 

would become the property of the ‘ Hotel Presqu’ ile’. The land adjoining the Hotel property was owned by the 

Maitland family. This land was acquired by Captain Henry Maitland, who came to the Point from Durham 

County, Clarke Township, in 1857, with his family, three of whom were drowned near the Bluff when coming 

to their new home by rowboat from Lakeport. Captain and Mrs. Maitland had five other sons and four
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summer home of Mr. Fenton.

Old Jesse Smithand his wife Samantha 

were also inhabitants of the Point. At one 

tiipe the remains of their log house could be 

seen in the ‘swamp’, which was always 

referred to as th e ‘Jesse Swamp’, and later 

became the Atkins farm.

EARLY SETTLERS

The following newspaper articles 

from the Brighton Ensign cover births and 

deaths of the early settlers of Presqu’ile as 

well as anecdotes of the people themselves. 

June 25,1897, tells the story 

of the first white child born on 

Presqu’ile Point: December 11, 

1821, Isaac M. Wellington, son 

of Joseph Wellington.

( L i

Gibson Farm House - Courtesy of Mac MacDonald
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On September!,1898, at 

Presqu’ile Point born to the wife o f 

Abner Owens a son.

Eliza Jane Smith, wife o f H.E. Smith, 

daughter o f Charles Fiddick, born in Hilton 

April1,1854, died at Presqu' ile Point July 

4,1902. She married October1,1874 and 

to them were born two daughters. Mrs. F. 
Cornwall and Miss Mabel at home.

Jobes - A resident of Presqu’ ile 

Point the Township of Brighton, passed 

away on Monday evening December 11, 

1899 Lara, beloved wife of W.M. Jobes 

age 48 years, 5 months, 13 days.

15.
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uncle. Her father would hitch up the horses near Colbome early in the morning and drive to Presqu’ile. In 

the early days they travelled along the sand beach and the sand would roll in around the wheels. During the 

summer months they stayed until late at night when the temperature cooled before returning home, as it was 

important to save the horses from unnecessary exhaustion.
Prior to 1939 Renie rented the 

Chatterson farmhouse from the park 

commission and called it Renie's 

Lodge. She had rooms to rent, but 

the Presqu’ilers remember going 

there for light lunches or an ice 

cream one. It was a nice shady 

place in the summer with a great 

atmosphere. Renie spent two winters 

in this home, with no telephone or 

ploughed roads. The Benjamin family 

kept her company during the one 

winter.

4�@/#��>47<

John Atkins came to Presqu'ile on the advice of his New York City dentist, who had originally come 

from Brighton around 1895. By 1905 he had bought up some of the farms as they came on the market. 

Eventually, he owned the Maitland farm, Arthur Craig's farm, and most of the Cornwall farm. The family 

lived in the United States but the three children always made their summer home at Presqu'ile.

In 1920 John's son, Jack Atkins, came to Presqu’ile to run the farm. Jack married Francis Eagleson from 

Cobourg and they raised four children on about 100 acres of land. They grew their own oats, com and hay. 

This was used for feed for the 25 head of cattle. About 15 cattle were always used for milking, and, during 

the summer, Jack delivered the milk to the local cottages. In the winter of 1937 the milk was taken to the 

creamery in Trenton. In 1937 new pasteurization laws came into effect. It was no longer feasible for such 

a small operation to install all the necessary equipment that was required to sell milk, so the business was 

sold to Spencer Dairy in Brighton and Atkins continued to ship his milk to Spencer.

During the years there were always many tasks to be done and up until the War there was always a 

hired man who lived on the farm. During the winter months the family would take about two days and fill 

their ice hut which was about 20 times the size of the Pavilion ice house. The ice house was 50 by 25 with 

eight layers of ice. This ice was peddled during the summer months to the cottagers. Most people required 

a fresh block of ice every other day so up to the War the family would make ice deliveries about 8 a.m. four 

times a week.

The farms on Presqu’ile were fenced with split and snake rail fence. If the cattle broke through the

18�
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took place in 1828 on the shores of Presqu’ile Bay and was sponsored by the Espiscopal Methodist.
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^  In the sum m er of 1900^

Rev. Vrooman preached 

ôn Sunday evening. ^

(������%������<��I�������������	�3�"��������	���D��G�Q'� 2�'�<��I��������������  
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Willie T. Fitzgerald, lay leader at St. Paul's Anglican Church, and 

W. Ray Freeman, local druggist, held services at Presqu'ile in 1903.

<:7748� !4#46

August 16,1889 was the official opening of the Murray Canal. A series of range lights were erected 

leading to the upper entrance. Dignitaries went through the canal and then went on an excursion to Presqu ’ ile 

Point.

� ! ) " "6 ) " : � $

A schoolhouse is on the 1869 map of Presqu’ile. It is described as a frame building on what is today 

Lilac Lane.

Inl901 Mr. D.H. Chestnut of Berlin, a former teacher at Presqu’ile Point school, called at the Point. In 

1902 he came back for another visit.

The schoolhouse at onetime was a yellow building where Rev. Charles DeMille taught. Rev. Watch 

made the decision when there were enough students to warrant a teacher.

When Frank Cornwall was still farming, the teacher was always their boarder. Her room was upstairs 

with no source of heat except the stove pipe that ran from the iron kitchen stove to the chimney. One of the

21 .
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Anniversary Picnic - On Wednesday 4����#�� $%&%��the annual picnic o f the Sunday School at�

Presqu’ile Point was held near the residence o f Mr. M. Jobes. The school has been in existence for one�

year. The first superintendent was Mr. Wm.H. Sherwood and his successor was Mr. Chestnut, the public�

school teacher. Although there are but a few families, so great was their enthusiasm, they kept the school�

open throughout the year. Preparations were duly made for the picnic. A substantial table that would seat�

nearly one hundred was erected. About noon, the wives and daughters spread the table cloths, and soon�

the table was loaded with delicacies. Among the parties from a distance were: Rev. &Mrs. Wilson, Mr. &�

Mrs.D.C.Bullock,Miss. Simpson,Mr. G.Sherwood, agent,andMr. CM.Lapp. Abouteightypartookofthe�

good things provided. After dinner, games were the order o f the day. The elderly gentlemen engaged in�

pitching quoits. The young men, with their lady friends, went for a sail. Some o f the boys engaged in�

baseball. David Corey was there and he had foot races, egg races, spoon races etc., by young, old, married�

and unmarried; and each case, the reward was a cup and saucer. The last race proposed was a swimming�

race which did not take place. The expression of all was that it was to be held annually, and they�

will assemble and enjoy another day together in the year 1899.
22 �
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