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danbuchanan@cogeco.ca

From: Karen Wong <m32wong@gmail.com>
Sent: April 20, 2021 3:02 PM
To: danbuchanan@cogeco.ca; Ro Omrow; Ontario Underwater Explorers Scuba Club
Subject: DRAFT: Dan Buchanan's A Nautical Nation Changing Story of the HMS Speedy Presentation on 

Thursday, May 20th at 8 pm EST

Dear OUE Members and Guests, 
  
I'd like to introduce our next speaker: Dan Buchanan, The History Guy of Brighton.  
 

Dan will give us the historical details of the HMS Speedy and share the work of Ed Burtt in search of 
the wreck.  
 

                     
 

Dan is engaged in many history activities related to local and Ontario history, working from his home 
in Brighton, Ontario. As a guest speaker, Dan provides fascinating stories of Ontario history 
presented with humour and passion, either in person or virtually. 
  
The History Guy has written three books. His most recent was released August 18, 2020, entitled The 
Wreck of HMS Speedy: The Tragedy That Shook Upper Canada. This book presents the story of 
HMS Speedy, the British gunboat that disappeared in a terrible storm near Presqu’ile Point in 1804. 
These dramatic events are followed by new information about the search for the remains of the ship 
in the early 1990s, directly from the never-before published personal papers of the professional diver 
in Belleville who believed he had found the Speedy. Have the remains of HMS Speedy been found? 
Why is this still a mystery? The book explains it all. In addition, there is a 5-part video series that 
mirrors the contents of the book as well as another video called “The Mystery of HMS Speedy” which 
shows underwater video, stills and artifacts found here. 
  

In July 2015 Dan published his first book, Murder in the Family: The Dr. King Story, which tells the 
fascinating true story of Brighton’s infamous murder case in 1859. The twist is that the murderer is a 
relative of the author, so this is family history too. 
  
In June of 2018, his second book, 38 Hours to Montreal, was released, telling the unique story of 
William Weller’s record-breaking sleigh ride from Toronto to Montreal in 1840. This is a road trip that 
places the reader on the sleigh with Mr. Weller as he passes through every town and village along 
the Kingston Road, now Number 2 Highway. It is a snapshot of Ontario in 1840!  
  



2

Dan is a founder of the annual Brighton History Week. In February 2020, the eighth consecutive 
event included a unique presentation by The History Guy called “Every Picture Tells a Story” as well 
as the popular History Open House. 
  
He is also the creator and manager of the genealogy website, a database of well over 100,000 
individuals including details about many early settler families in the area of Prince Edward, Hastings 
and Northumberland counties. The approach is called “Community Genealogy” which represents a 
unique blend of family and local history. 
  
Please note: Dan is not a diver or archaeologist, but a historian and writer. It will become clear in the 
presentation why Dan wrote the book. So, the audience should not look for diver language during the 
presentation, just to relay neat history with diving as part of the more recent history. 
 
Dan will be providing the highly anticipated presentation on Thursday, May 20th at 8 pm EST. His 
presentation will focus on a wreck called the HMS Speedy.    
  
The History Guy of Brighton is looking forward to answering any and all questions about history with 
the Ontario Underwater Explorers group via ZOOM.  
  
If you have questions for Dan before the presentation, please submit your questions 
to ouescuba@googlegroups.com. We will compile all of the questions and provide them to Dan.  
  

Zoom Coordinates below: 
  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82106683209?pwd=SDJ2YUtwTXpmZmdTS3AzNkhiTUdodz09  
  
Meeting ID: 821 0668 3209 
Passcode: 302453   
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbJEhbOs3f 
  
We look forward to seeing you then! 
  
Take care,  
  
Karen Wong 
OUE Events Director 


