Farewell Family History

The mother of William and Moody Farewell was Sarah Bennett. She had been through a lot in the last
few decades. In 1772, she had married Jonathan Farewell in Vermont and they had five children before
he was killed in Virginia during October 1781, fighting for the King against the patriots.! William was two
years old at the time and Moody would not be born until New Year’s Day of 1782. It was a struggle
through the war years, just to keep the children safe and put food on the table.

Sarah watched closely from her home in Vermont, as the British colonies north of the St. Lawrence River
and the Great Lakes were divided into Upper and Lower Canada. She made note of the appointment of
John Graves Simcoe as the first Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, and was excited by the
proclamation offering free land to settlers who preferred to remain loyal to the British crown. With a
view to securing a good future for her sons, she moved her family from Vermont to the capital of Upper
Canada at Newark, on the Niagara River, the site of Niagara-on-the-Lake today.

Moody Farewell was just ten years old when his mother married Sergeant Crawford at Newark,? which
went a long way toward stabilizing their life and ensuring that the family had basic financial support.
However, the very next year saw a major upheaval at Newark. Simcoe ordered that the capital be
moved across Lake Ontario to the spot called Toronto. Many people had already established themselves
at Newark, with substantial homes and shops already built, so there were divided opinions on this move.
However, the Lieutenant Governor insisted, and the move proceeded as ordered.

Sarah moved her family, now with Sergeant Crawford in tow, across the lake to the new town that was
quickly being scratched out of the woods.? It would be called York, to reflect the Governor’s desire to
create the mirror-image of a lovely English town in the Canadian wilderness. The Mississauga people,
who now had uninvited guests at their camp site, were not amused by the intrusion on their homeland,
or the cold, stark new names being applied to their traditional places.

Visitors to Upper Canada would comment on the new names, usually in negative terms. Isaac Weld, a
traveller in the area in the later 1790s commented “It is to be lamented that the Indian names, so grand
and sonorous, should ever have been changed for others. Newark, Kingston, York, are poor substitutes
for the original names of these respective places, Niagara, Cataraqui, Toronto.”* However, the
Indigenous people wanted the trade goods the English brought with them, so they accommodated as
best they could.

Mr. Crawford bought out his commission and received a grant of land, so the family moved to three
hundred acres in the newly-formed Etobicoke Township, to the west of York.> While Mr. Crawford
provided for the family, to a point, he eventually turned to drink, which resulted in the loss of the
property. Eventually, this caused the family to disperse.

There were several short-lived business ventures that failed, including one with a Mr. Bond, north of
York, who was convinced he could raise muskrats and beaver as raw material for making hats.® That
enterprise soon failed, and Moody Farewell was engaged by the North West Company at Amherstburg,
in the far western region of Upper Canada, where he also obtained a free lot of land. He sailed on the
New Nancy for one trading season and that led to the opportunity with the Herkimer brothers at Lake
Scugog.’

Note: Also check out the Farewell family information on www.treesbydan.com.
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