
The History of Brighton’s Main Intersec�on 

Introduc�on 

The primary intersec�on in the town of Brighton is where Main, Prince Edward and Young Streets meet in the middle of 
town. The intersec�on of Dundas and Young Streets is close by to the north and Number 2 Highway makes a jog south on 
Prince Edward, to con�nue east on Elizabeth Street. The physical nature of this intersec�ons may seem a bit odd to the 
modern traveler and local historians some�mes are asked to explain. 

 

Early in 2025, Bruce Davis, a member of the Brian Todd Community Fund sent a request to the Brighton Heritage 
Advisory Commitee, including a leter he had writen on the same topic in 2023. He suggested that there should be 
some kind of historical display at the intersec�on of Main, Young and Prince Edward Streets. Bruce’s experience of 
walking on the sidewalk in front of the Sobey’s Parking lot made him wonder about the history of this important 
intersec�on in Brighton. This would be a perfect place for a historical display.  

Dan Buchanan, the History Guy of Brighton, is a member of the Brighton Heritage Advisory Commitee and his response 
to this request was to say that he planned to con�nue the project called “Around Town” with the objec�ve of 
documen�ng every property in Brighton. Main Street and Prince Edward Streets have been done and Young Street has 
been started, although other projects have intervened.  

The History Guy commited to doing the underlying research regarding the lands immediately adjacent to the 
intersec�on of Main, Young and Prince Edward Streets. To this end, he would provide the informa�on that might result in 
a historical display for this loca�on. A report would be provided for the next BHAC mee�ng in May 2025.  

The following report is the underlying detailed documenta�on that has resulted from the research on the proper�es 
around the main intersec�on in Brighton. From this detail it should be possible to generate verbiage and images for 
historical displays of any type. Samples are provided as a star�ng point, but others individuals and organiza�ons can 
determine appropriate format and design for any display that might be generated for this loca�on.  

Images are included in this document but final decisions on images should take into account the vast collec�on of the 
Brighton Digital Archives and the ability of their wizards to make old images beau�ful. The BDA has many pictures of the 
downtown area and there may be certain images that work beter for a public display.  

  



In the Beginning 

A�er the War of Independence ended in 1783, many loyalists moved to the Bri�sh colonies to the north. The 
Cons�tu�onal Act of 1791 divided the old province of Quebec into Upper and Lower Canada. This was done to provide a 
province for the French in Quebec to live under their own culture and laws and to provide a different province, to the 
west, for English setlers to make their new homes under their own culture and laws.  

Surveys had been conducted in the previous years along the St. Lawrence and around the Bay of Quinte to iden�fy 
townships that were divided into concessions and lots where setlers could establish farms. Early in the 1790s, Augustus 
Jones, a surveyor, was sent to survey the lots along the north shore of Lake Ontario between York and the Trent River. 
This survey included only the first few lots from the lakeshore in order to get the job done quickly and meet the growing 
demand for land. Over the next few decades, subsequent surveys would include all the concessions to the north in the 
townships.  

Murray and Cramahe Townships were ini�ally surveyed at this �me. The southern end of the boundary between 
Cramahe and Murray townships can be iden�fied today as Young, Prince Edward and Cedar Streets to Presqu’ile Bay. The 
line extended north a litle to the east of Number 30 Highway where small parts of the original township line can be 
iden�fied today as Florence Road, west of Hilton and McCann Road north of Codrington. 

This segment of a sketch of old Cramahe Township reflects the original Patent holders for the lots at the far south-east 
corner of Cramahe Township. James Richardson, the commercial ship captain and merchant in Kingston obtained both 
lot 1 in the Broken Front and lot 1 in concession 1. The next lot north, lot 1 of the second concession, shows Edward 
Goodyear as the original patent holder.  

Added to this sketch is an indica�on of the Danforth Road which was built between York and Kingston in 1799 and 1800. 
In this area, the road ran along the line between concessions 1 and 2, which would one day become Main Street, 
Brighton.  

Edward Goodyear, shown here on lot 1, concession 2 of Cramahe Township, was born in Connec�cut, served with the 
patriots during the war, then was married and had a family in Connec�cut. However, in August 1792, he was a bateau 
man on the St. Lawrence River, one of the crew that escorted the Prince Edward from Montreal to Newark, the capital of 
the new province of Upper Canada.  

Edward Goodyear remained in Upper Canada a�er his bateaux days were over and obtained a Patent from the Crown 
for his service. His land grant was all 200 acres of lot 1, concession 2, Cramahe Township, Northumberland County. In 
fact, Edward Goodyear was the first owner of the land immediately north of Main Street and west of Young Street. He 
had a second family in his new home and would remain here un�l his death around 1837. 

A major event happened at the south end of lot 1 in 1799 and 1800 when Asa Danforth built his road from York to 
Kingston, passing along the line between concessions 1 and 2 in this area. Edward Goodyear now had a main road along 
the south border of his property.  



The Patent from the Crown for Concession 1, Lot 1 was granted in 1809 to James Richardson Sr. (1758-1832), the trader 
and commercial ship captain who had operated out of Kingston since the early 1780s. Born in Lincolnshire, England, 
Jame Richardson had joined the navy as a teenager and served as naval quartermaster for three years during the 
revolu�onary war in the West Indies. In 1782, he was on a ship sailing back to England when a gale seriously damaged 
the vessel and the merchant ship where the crew took refuge was captured by an American frigate and were imprisoned 
in France.  

Richardson then came to Quebec where he was appointed a second lieutenant in the Provincial Marine, sta�oned at 
Kingston. He also engaged in commercial trade on Lake Ontario and captained the first commercial ship on Lake Ontario, 
the Lady Dorchester, in 1785. Captain Richardson made many trips between from Kingston and Newark and other places 
around Lake Ontario.  

In 1791 Upper and Lower Canada were created and the government was ramping up survey work in order to prepare 
more lots in new townships for all those setlers. This ac�vity created growing demand for shipping and Captain 
Richardson was one of the most experienced and respected sailors on the lake.  

In the course of this travels across Lake Ontario, James Richardson became convinced that Presqu’ile Bay was an 
important place and he was intent on establishing a store on the north shore of the bay. He and others were sure that 
the road down to the bay would be where an important town would develop, although compe��on developed a�er the 
Danforth Road was built as people wanted to set up shop on the main east-west road more than on the road to the bay.  

In a personal show of support for this idea, in 1807 Captain Richardson built a substan�al two-story frame building on 
the north shore of Presqu’ile bay in the southern part of his land grant, lot 1 in the Broken Front of Cramahe Township. 
This building doubled as a home and trading post in the early years and would become a symbol of Brighton history for 
more than a century and a half before it was demolished in 1958. 

Litle would happen in this area un�l a�er the upheavals of the War of 1812 ended, but a�er the war, major changes 
happened. In 1816, Edward Goodyear sold four acres at the south-east corner of lot 1, concession 2 to Thomas Dorman 
Sanford, a member of a very early setler family that would have a major impact on this community over the years.  

Very soon, Mr. Sanford built a large building a litle west of the Murray/Cramahe border and far enough north of the 
Danforth Road to allow for easy turning for teams of horses that were drawing teamster wagons or stage coaches. This 
building hosted a hotel and tavern that would become a popular stage stop on the Danforth Road. 

Ini�ally, when the Sanford Hotel began business here, the Danforth Road came from the west along the concession line 
and then angled to the north-east to follow what we call Dundas Street. Danforth had been working fast to meet his 
contract and his instruc�ons were to keep the road on higher ground. In this case, the road went directly east into the 
setlement that would be called Smithfield a�er John Drummond Smith, an early setler. This same tac�c can be seen at 
other places, such as north of Cobourg.  

In this situa�on, Thomas Dorman Sanford had built his hotel well north of the road, backing on the lane that would 
become an important street in Brighton, taking his name. This le� plenty of space available in front of the hotel for stage 
coach drivers, who were always in a 
big hurry, to turn around and head 
off in one direc�on or the other. The 
importance of this primary east-
west road across the north shore of 
Lake Ontario would grow over the 
years and the traffic at the Sanford 
Hotel would increase at the same 
�me.  



It is not clear from documenta�on exactly when this situa�on changed, but it may have been rather soon a�er the War 
of 1812 was over. The government saw that the Danforth Road was in poor shape and that the route of the original road 
did not serve the current needs of travelers. Part of the upgrade of the road was to change the route in some places to 
beter reflect the recent setlement of towns and the actual traffic of people since the first road was completed in 1800. 
One of those places was here at the border of Murray and Cramahe Townships. The new road, in its early days called the 
York Road, would not swing north in front of the Sanford Hotel, but went straight to Prince Edward Street. It jogged 
south and then east on Elizabeth Street to follow a more direct line all the way to Trent Port where a ferry took travelers 
over the Trent River.  

Specula�on might suggest that this change may not have happened right away or as a mater of deliberate road 
construc�on. People simply began to keep to the right when they came east on Main Street, and turned right to con�nue 
on the York Road. Eventually, the beaten track would define this place as we see it today, as a squared-off, three-way 
intersec�on. The change meant that Dundas Street east to Smithfield was no longer part of the main east-west road. It 
remained as an important local road, but this new and unusual three-way intersec�on drama�cally reduced the traffic on 
Dundas Street. Travelers from outside the area were simply driving through and would not think twice about following 
the new route.  

  



The Corner of Main and Young Steets 

Now we can deal with the three primary areas that surround the intersec�on at Main, Young and Prince Edward Streets. 
Let’s con�nue with the north side of Main Street, west of Young. For many years, the corner where Sobey’s is today was 
occupied by the Sanford Hotel and a large turning space near the road. There is litle evidence of buildings near the road 
at this corner un�l the 1840s. 

The most cri�cal event in early Brighton history occurred on April 2 1831 when the movers-and-shakers from the 
community gathered at Simeon Kellogg’s hotel/tavern on the south side of Main Street at Prince Edward Street. They 
held a mee�ng in the Union Hall in the hotel and decided that there should be one village in this place rather than the 
two straggling clusters of buildings at Singleton’s Corners at the east end and Betes Corners at the west end. 
Compe��on between these two places was not healthy and it led to a lot of inconvenience, so it needed to end.  

Joseph Lockwood was appointed as the first Post Master of the new village and, as was customary, the post master had 
the responsibility of naming the post office, which would be the name of the village. He had grown up in Connec�cut, 
but his family came originally from Brighton, England. He suggested the name and it was approved by the gathering. We 
might expect there was some aspira�onal thinking involved in taking on the name of a famous and popular summer 
resort on the sea in the old country. In any case, now there was just one village and one post office and the two earlier 
clusters would gradually grow together to form the village of Brighton.  

A�er the village was created, the land along the main roads and streets in the village was sub-divided into smaller village 
lots. This step met the growing demand for small lots that could be used by merchants to establish a store or a home. 
Demand was highest on the main roads, especially for stores, in order to take advantage of growing traffic that would 
translate into growing sales. Prosperous merchants, professionals and tradesmen in the area yearned for an impressive 
and comfortable home for themselves and their families.  

At the main intersec�on, the north-west corner was divided as we can see on this segment of Brighton Plan of 1866. 
Most of the land from Main Street up to the next laneway, called Sanford Street, was labelled as Lot 25. There was also a 
Lot 50 which was a long, angular space on the south-west side of Lot 25. Don’t even ask how that came to be! 

By 1831, when the village of Brighton was 
created, Thomas Dorman Sanford owned this 
land at the corner of the main road. In 1835, 
Thomas D. Sanford passed the land at the 
corner along with the hotel to his son, 
William Hawley Sanford who was only 
nineteen at the �me. Very soon he would be 
married to Adeline Eliza Proctor, a daughter 
of Isaac C. Proctor and sister or John Edward 
Proctor. 

William Hawley Sanford was now proprietor 
of the establishment that was a rou�ne stage 
stop for the Royal Mail Line, operated by William Weller of Cobourg. This primary stage line carried the Royal Mail as well 
as passengers between York, later Toronto, and Kingston with connec�ons on to Montreal. Some�mes, the driver of the 
stage that swung into the yard in front of the hotel was William Weller himself. He lived in Cobourg and was o�en busy 
looking a�er his steamboat on Rice Lake or his stage line to Hamilton, in which case he assigned his best drivers to take 
his place.  

When he did take the �me to drive himself, Mr. Weller was a popular fellow at these stage stops because he was always 
friendly and could spin tails with drama�c flair. On a more prac�cal level, passengers on the stage coaches experienced 
the improvements Mr. Weller had implemented to make his stage lines run on �me and provide good service to 
customers. It was not lost on the community that the mail arrived in good �me as well.  



The hotel at the corner was very popular in the 1840s and into the 1850s. It was 
some�mes called the Brighton Hotel but more o�en the Sanford Hotel. In early 
1853, management of the hotel was turned over to Mr. Lucius Lewis of Canni�on. 
He adver�sed aggressively using the local and regional newspapers. Here, the 
headline says “Central Stage House” and he is “Proprietor of the Brighton Hotel”. 

This arrangement only lasted a few months, probably due to the fact that Mr. Lewis 
became ill and passed away in June 1856. William H. Sanford took over as 
proprietor later that same year, placing this ad in the newspaper saying “The 
subscriber begs to inform his friends, and the public generally, that he has resumed 
the management of the above well-known wand long established Hotel, which has 

recently undergone a thorough 
repair, and is well furnished in every 
par�cular. Having had long 
experience in carrying on such an 
establishment, he feels confident of 
being enabled to give universal 
sa�sfac�on to his customers and the 
travelling community. The Royal Mail 
Stage leaves the “Brighton Hotel” for 
the east and west daily; also for Prince Edward County, Peterboro, &c. 
Good stabling, and careful Hostlers always in atendance. W. H. Sanford, 
Brighton, 22nd Nov. 1853.” 

Other business was being done at this corner later in the 1840s. Robert C. Weller (1803-1879) was a son of Asa Weller 
and Anne Marsh, born at the Carrying Place. He was married in 1832 to Mary Dorman Sanford, a daughter of Thomas 
Dorman Sanford and Anna Hawley. The land records show that in 1838, William Hawley Sanford sold ½ acre in the south-
east corner of Lot 25 to Robert Weller. This would be near the corner and would be used for a store.  

Soon a�erward, Thomas H. Sanford sold another small piece of land in the south-east corner of lot 25 to Isaac C. Proctor. 
This was the first loca�on for a store run by his son, John Edward Proctor. In 1848, Isaac sold this property to the firm of 
Proctor and Squier, meaning the partnership between John Edward Proctor and Abijah Squier. This pair would also have a 
store across at 1 Young Street as well as near Ontario Street on the south side of Main Street.  

A big change occurred along Young Street when Brighton Township was created on January 1, 1852. Legisla�on had been 
passed in Toronto in August 1851 which made many changed to coun�es and township across Canada west, but this one 
was unique. The legisla�on took the western lots of Murray Township and the eastern lots of Cramahe Township, along 
with Presqu’ile Point and made a new township. No documents tell us exactly why this was done but we might speculate 
that several factors combined to mo�vate the change.  

Murray and Cramahe Townships were now full of people and the popula�ons of the two townships were greater than 
the normally recommended size in order to deliver services effec�vely. Also, Brighton Village had evolved over �me to 
become a major local service center, but the border of Cramahe and Murray ran down the middle of town, crea�ng a lot 
of confusion regarding access to municipal services.  

There may be another reason. It was thought ideal to have a rural area of farmers serviced by a centrally located town 
where commercial, governmental, police and social services could be made available. The change that took effect on 
January 1, 1852 created a very effec�ve structure with Brighton Township serviced by Brighton Village. The new road 
north through the township solidified this structure and made it work efficiently. If this was the objec�ve of the change, 
it succeeded magnificently.   



The whole community of Brighton was shocked in the fall of 1858 when Dr. William Henry King poisoned his wife just up 
Sanford Street at the corner of Kingsley. William Henry King had just recently returned to Brighton, having grown up on a 
farm at Codrington, ten miles to the north. He and his wife, Sarah Lawson, had been separated a few years before, but 
family pressures mo�vated them to reconcile. Dr. King, now with a medical degree, returned to Brighton in the spring of 
1858 so he could begin his medical prac�ce. A large frame house had been built up from the corner of Sanford and 
Kingsley so the young couple rented this house and Dr. King began his medical prac�ce. This house was called the 
Murdoff house in the 1960s and was demolished in the 1980s to make room for the parking lot for the Anglican church.  

A�er a dalliance with a young friend of his wife’s and his brutal poisoning of Sarah, Dr. King fled, was caught and would 
be the defendant in a murder trial that was held in Cobourg in April 1859. He would be found guilty and hanged in 
Cobourg on July 9th, 1859. One might imagine the curiosity and gossip that would have engulfed the Sanford Hotel, 
located just a few dozen yards from the scene of the crime.  

The Sanford Hotel was s�ll under the management of William Hawley Sanford at the �me of the Dr. King debacle, 
although he was showing more interest in his farm south-east of Brighton. The Sanford Hotel would operate un�l a 
disastrous fire destroyed the building in May of 1881. By that �me, it was under the management of Josiah Herman 
Sanford, a son of William Hawley Sanford. Not long a�er this, Josiah and his wife, Elizabeth Victoria Lawson, moved to 
Seatle, Washington where they would live out their lives. An interes�ng connec�on is that Dr. King’s wife, Sarah Ann 
Lawson and Elizabth Victoria Lawson were sisters.  

The land at the corner of Main and Young had come into the hands of John Edward Proctor, some of it due to a sheriff’s 
sale in 1867. Mr. Proctor was always available to take advantage of delinquent proper�es. This was a small part of the 
wheel-and-dealing that would make the Proctor family the wealthiest in town. While opera�ng several stores from the 
1840s through the 1850s, he had engaged heavily in the trade of lumber and grain and anything where there was a profit 
to be made.  

He also provided mortgages to people in the community. In this �me before the banks developed as a reliable public 
lender, local people with money acted as a bank and o�en grew prosperous as a result. J.E. Proctor was known to be a 
tough operator, not hesita�ng to foreclose and take possession of land. Most of the Proctor farm, called Millbank, was 
acquired in this manner.  As we might expect, this did not endear Mr. Proctor to the local popula�on.  

We have a report about the Main and Young corner from the history of the Webb Block, which was built on the corner of 
Main and Prince Edward Streets in 1869. “Across from the Webb Block (1 Main) was a large open square flanked by 
Sandford's hotel and a few small stores. In 1881 the corner of Main was a marshy mud hole and the town drew tons of 
stone to fill in Main Street. The north side of Main where the new Proctor Block stands (2 - 12 Main) was a large pond 
(with frogs or ducks, depending on who is telling the story).” Here was a temporary situa�on that was about to change 
drama�cally.  

  



Plan 94 - 1895 

The corner of Main and Young underwent a major change in 
1895 when a new plan for sub-dividing Lots 25 and 50 was 
implemented. Plan 94 was documented by surveyor Henry 
Wickstead and registered July 23, 1895. Most of the land 
involve from both Lot 50 and Lot 25 was owned at that �me 
by John Edward Proctor. 

The sketch at right shows the sub-division of lots in the 
south-east sec�on of the area covered by in Plan 94, at the 
corner of Main and Young. We are concerned with Lots 8 
and 9 at the corner, but also to some degree with Lots 10 
and 11 north up Young Street to the 20-foot lane. Lots 7, 6 
and 5 going west on Main Street will also be interes�ng, up 
to the 14-foot lane. Today, we can think of these lots making up the parking 
lot for the Sobey’s grocery store. 

During the 1880s, business ac�vity developed to the west from the corner 
of Main Street with two business blocks built in the area of 28 and 30 Main 
Street. At the corner, evidence is scarce, but we do know that by the late 
1890s, there was a brick building on the corner which supported butchers 
David Brooks and David Covell. In modern terms, we would call this 2 Main 
Street. 

Then, in January 1904, the brick building on the corner was destroyed by fire. John Edward Proctor was now over 70 and 
was disposing of his extensive real estate holdings. The 1890s had been brutal for the Proctor fortune due to the loss of 
all of their ships in a terrible hurricane in the fall of 1893. This disaster knocked the wind out of the old man and his son 
Charles began to take over much of the business.  

The property at Main and Young would go to Charles Russell Weller Proctor (1871-1930) who was only in his twen�es, 
but was proving to have a head for business, like his father. He righted the ship of the family business and ensured a 
comfortable future for the family. 

One of the deals he made was with the Standard Bank of Canada which had been located across the intersec�on on 
Prince Edward Street since 1883. A new building was constructed at the corner of Main and Young and the bank moved 
into their fancy new digs on February 24, 1905. A series of leases for this property were provided to the Standard Bank of 
Canada by Charles Proctor. This substan�al building with the elegant entrance would become a fixture in Brighton and 
the place many residents did their banking, down through genera�ons. In fact, this historian was taken there in the early 
1960s to open my first bank account.  

The picture to the le� was taken inside the Standard Bank about 1910. 
The gentleman at the far le� was Charles R. W. Proctor, the manager of 
the bank. To his le� was Francis Marshall, then W. B. Purtelle. To his le�, 
the three young fellows were bank clerks Mr. Haviland, Art Jones, D.B. 
Blacklock. The fellow on the right was Burton Becker, the owner of the 
popular store called Becker’s Bazaar, just across the street.   



Charles Proctor was the manager of the Standard Bank for several years and had a very 
easy commute. He and his family lived in a large brick house on Young Street just north of 
the bank. There are few pictures of this house but the Brighton Fire Map of 1911 shows 
the house as a large brick structure north of the bank. In the 1920s, Charles Proctor moved 
his family to Edmonton where he also worked as a bank manager. Illness caused him to 
come back home and he passed away at Millbank in 1930.  

The bank building underwent a major expansion in 
1922 when it was doubled in size (see picture at 
left). Bank staff were relocated to the east side of the building to take 
advantage of the windows along Young Street, which made for a brighter and 
much more pleasant workplace.  

Another major change happened in 1928 when the Standard Bank merged with the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce, with the former giving way to the later. That is how the 

name on the building became the Canadian Bank of Commerce.  

To the west up Main Street, William Charles Butler had acquired several sub-divided 
lots of Plan 94 from John E. Proctor and proceeded to build a commercial building to 
house numerous businesses. He passed this along to his sons, Edward and Malcolm 
and they also acquired land to the north in order to establish a boat building 
business. Butler’s Boat Shop was accessed off Young or Sanford Streets.  

This picture, taken before 1904 from the vantage point of the top of the tower on 
the Town Hall, shows the old building s�ll there on the corner, before the fire and 
the construc�on of the Standard Bank building. The Butler Block is the light-colored 
building separated from the corner by open space and a gazebo. The Butler Boat 
Shop would have been to the le� off this picture.  

By 1913, the young Butler brothers addressed the growing presence of automobiles 
by establishing a garage and gas sta�on on Main Street immediately south of their boat shop. The address would be 14 

Main Street.  

The original building was made of �n and there was one gas pump located out front, 
right on the street. This was the habit in the early days of automobiles. Drivers could 
swing over to the side of the street and fill up with gas.  

The Butlers moved father up Main Street but the gas sta�on con�nued here with Fred 
Wright as the owner and operator. This picture of the Brighton Garage was taken about 
1930 and indicates how the gas pumps had developed but were s�ll on the side of the 
street. Issues of public safety and traffic conges�on on the main street would 

eventually create the modern form of a gas sta�on where cars drive off the street into a row of gas pumps. 

We might note that the Brighton Garage was a favorite spot for Ben Kerr, the notorious rum-rummer who took up 
residence at Presqu’ile for a year or so in the late 1920s. He liked to bring his fancy car here for service and he some�mes 
had the mechanic from Brighton Garage come out to Presqu’ile to service the engines of his custom-made rum-running 
boat, Pollywog. Apparently, he liked the service at Wright’s Garage. Mainly, he liked the fact that the fellows at the 
garage were discrete and did not make a fuss over so famous a fellow in their midst. He felt safe in Brighton. 



In 1919, a new business block was built in the empty space immediately west 
of the bank. It was built by the Proctor family and would occupy the addresses 
from 4 through 12 Main Street. In fact, the building was originally organized as 
five separate stores and many different businesses would use these spaces, 
changing very often.  

Popular vendors might be recalled, such as Ralph Cheer’s Restaurant and Ice 
Cream Parlor, and later, the Big Three Restaurant. There were many grocery 
stores here over the decades, including Thomson’s Food Market from 1926 to 
1947, Brighton Food Market from 1950 to 1967 and, of course, Henderson’s 
Red & White from 1967 to 1980. A�er a fire, the grocery store here was an 
I.G.A. 

The corner of Main and Young underwent another drama�c change in 2003 
when the land between Main and Sanford Streets and east of the laneway was 
brought together to form a large grocery store. Today, we see the Sobey’s store 
set well back from the corner, with the parking lot between the building and Main Street.  

Out at the street, on the corner, part of the entrance to the old bank building is displayed in a brick structure. The date 
1905 shows very clearly on the display, referring to the arrival of the Standard Bank of Canada at this corner. It seems a 
fi�ng tribute. 

Seen from a historical standpoint, it is interes�ng to note that the Sobey’s building is located more or less where the 
original business here, the Sanford Hotel, stood for several decades in the 1800s, backing onto Sanford Street. Mr. 
Sanford was intent on leaving lots of space out front of his hotel for stage coach drivers to swing their teams around as 
they came and went. In the modern day, we must accommodate all those cars and provide the utmost convenience for 

shoppers.  

As a result, we have a parking lot along a large 
sec�on of Main Street. As a user of the facility, 
this historian can only say that shopping here is 
very convenient.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  



Main and Prince Edward Streets 

Introduc�on 

The south side of the intersec�on at Main/Young/Prince Edward was originally the extreme north-east corner of Lot 1 in 
Concession 1 of Cramahe Township. This segment of an old Cramahe Township map shows a few lots at the south-east 
corner of the township. The Patent from the Crown for Lot 1, Concession 1 was granted to James Richardson and he was 
also granted the Patent for Lot 1 in the Broken Front which extended to the shoreline of Presqu’ile Bay. His Patent was 
dated February 14, 1809.  

Captain James Richardson (1758-1832) was a merchant and trader at Kingston during the 1780s, transpor�ng people and 
supplies from Kingston to the setlements at Newark and York. He iden�fied Presqu’ile Bay as an ideal harbor to support 
his trading business and felt it was also a good place to make his home. In 1807 he built a substan�al two-story frame 
house on the north shoreline of the bay, on Lot 1 of the Broken Front. Today we can pinpoint the loca�on of this house 
just east of the 90-degree turn in Harbour Street and south of the marina. 

The Danforth Road had been built in 1799 and here it ran along the line between concessions 1 and 2, then edged north-
east to go along the high ground to Smithfield, on what we call Dundas Street today. At this early date, Captain 
Richardson was s�ll convinced that a town would be established at the bay, along the stretch of solid shoreline where he 
had built his home. He saw this as the most convenient route from the bay to the northern concessions. 

Over the next few decades, Captain Richardson would see that more people were interested in establishing their 
businesses and homes on the main road, well north of his home. In fact, two communi�es would develop along the 
Danforth Road, one at Prince Edward Street and one to the west at Betes Corners, where Ontario Street meets Main 
Street. Even though it was not his first choice as a loca�on for setlement, Richardson was well posi�oned to sell parts of 
lot 1, concession 1 to those who wished to establish a business or home, or were engaged in specula�on.  

It was not un�l 1830 that an opportunity presented itself. Captain Richardson’s son-in-law, James Lyons, made 
arrangements to sell a part of the north-east corner of lot 1, concession 1 to a new arrival named Simeon Kellogg. James 
Lyons had been another merchant at Kingston and had married the captain’s daughter, Sarah Ann Richardson in 1810. 
The two men would par�cipate extensively in real estate development in their new home in Cramahe Township.  

The land records do not provide specifics, but show a transac�on where Captain Richardson sold part of lot 1 to James 
Lyons and another transac�on where he quickly sold that same land on to Simeon Kellogg. This property was right on the 
corner of the York Road and Prince Edward Street. The old Danforth Road had been modified and updated a�er the War 
of 1812 and the route through here now featured a sharp right turn at the end of Main Street and then a le� turn to go 
down what we call Elizabeth Street. This was the new route that developed over �me, crea�ng a square corner and 
establishing the unusual nature of this intersec�on.  

Simeon Kellogg (1800-1867) was originally from Brookfield, Vermont and had been married in Kingston in 1829. He 
quickly made the choice to acquire land at this tac�cally important intersec�on on the border of Cramahe and Murray 



Townships north of Presqu’ile Bay. His entrepreneurial spirit told him that there was money to be made from the growing 
traffic between the major ci�es of Upper Canada, and he found a place where land was s�ll rela�vely cheap and a good 
opportunity presented itself.  

He quickly came to his new property and built a building on the corner that would service as a hotel and tavern. He saw 
that there was already a well-established hotel across the street, so he posi�oned his business more as a place to have a 
few drinks and get a basic meal. Yes, there would be sleeping accommoda�on available, but he could not compete with 
the advanced facili�es offered by Mr. Sanford, so found a niche that served his purpose.  

Another atempt to generate public interest in his new enterprise was a large room upstairs in the building which could 
be used for public events like balls, wedding recep�ons and public mee�ngs. In fact, Union Hall proved to be very useful 
because the town had no other space design for public mee�ngs.  

Simeon Kellog was delighted to host a mee�ng of the community’s movers and shakers on April 2, 1831. Representa�ves 
atended from the main families in the area, Proctor, Sanford, Nix, Betes, Hodges, Richardson, and others. The topic of 
discussion was the idea of crea�ng one village out of the confusing and compe��ve situa�on of the two straggling 
communi�es at the west and east end on the York Road. Many folks believed that they needed to organize themselves in 
a more unified manner in order prosper going forward.  

A resolu�on was passed to this effect and further discussion produced the appointment of Joseph Lockwood as the first 
post master of the new village. It was customary for post masters to recommend names for new communi�es where 
they presided, and Mr. Lockwood suggested the name “Brighton” in memory of his family’s original home in Brighton, 
England. The idea found favour among the gathering and the new village was formally named Brighton.  

One might expect that there was a good deal of op�mism involved in these proceedings. In par�cular, the name Brighton 
conjured images of the popular summer resort on the shore of the English Channel where royalty came to play. This new 
village was near the shore of a substan�al lake and there was expecta�on of great things in store. Delusions of grandeur 
aside, the crea�on of Brighton Village was a sensible and prac�cal step that would provide a solid founda�on for 
development of a thriving town suppor�ng a produc�ve rural hinterland.  

Simeon Kellog would have a thriving business at the main intersec�on in Brighton and would expand his land holdings to 
provide more space for patrons. He also engaged in land specula�on in the new town, as we see his name on various lots 
on Young and Prince Edward Streets for a few years in the 1830s.  

However, Mr. Kellogg soon felt the need to move on to other opportuni�es. In 1837 he sold his property at the corner to 
Thadeus Ketchum and his other land holdings in town would be sold as well. Two of his younger children were born in 
Watertown, New York, and another in Bowmanville, Canada West. By the later 1840s, the family was in Wisconsin where 
they would stay.  

One of Simeon Kellogg’s sons, Marcus Henry Kellogg (1833-1876) became a newspaper reporter and he was assigned to 
cover the exploits of General George Custer who was leading a military excursion into Montana in order to subdue the 
Indigenous forces there. The 43-year-old Mr. Kellogg was doing his job when Custer’s force was atacked and destroyed in 
the Batle of the Litle Big Horn on Jun 25th, 1876. His body was buried at the site of the batle and visitors to the popular 
park can see his memorial.  

  



Lot 42 

A�er Brighton Village was created, land along the roads and 
streets in the village were sub-divided to create small village lots 
that would meet the demand for smaller proper�es where 
businesses and homes could be established. At the north-east 
corner of lot 1, concession 1, Cramahe Township, one large lot was 
created, called Lot 42.  

A segment of the Brighton Plan of 1866 shows the size and shape 
of Lot 42. On a broader scale, lots along the south side of Main 
Street were numbered star�ng west of Ontario Street, which is 
why the lot numbers here at the east end of Main Street are 
higher.  

We can also see the odd shape of Lot 42, with Lot 41 taking up the north-west corner and Lot 35 in the south-east 
corner. It is also important to note that Park Street did not exist at all in 1866, so Lot 42 extended south a good deal.  

For comparison, we can observe a segment of the Belden 
County Atlas Map of 1878 for this same space and see that Park 
Street has been created from Prince Edward Street, but only 
part way west. Prac�cally speaking, we can expect that a 
necessary laneway developed behind the Main Street 
businesses and it eventually turned into a street. Very soon a�er 
this 1878 map, Park Street would be extended west to Division 
Street, as we see today.  

Thaddeus Hiram Ketchum (1802-1868) was born in Herkimer 
County, New York, a son of Thadeus Ketchum and Elizabeth 
Haukinson. His family came to Prince Edward County before 
1818 and the young Thaddeus married Phoebe Lavina Lawson in 
1833. She the daughter of Mathew Lawson and Sarah Lynson of Lawson Setlement, south of Smithfield.   

It was the next year a�er he was married that Thaddeus Hiram Ketchum purchased 1 ¾ acres of Lot 42 from Simeon 
Kellogg. Mr Ketchum was interested in carrying on the hotel business at this corner because of its obvious ideal loca�on 
on the main road. He probably used Mr. Kellogg’s building for a �me but it is apparent that he at one point built a much 
larger and more elaborate hotel with outbuildings back to Park Street. Records suggest that this business occupied, in 
modern terms, from 1 to 17 Main Street. As �me progresses, the Ketchum hotel was joined by stores that met local 
demand. There is men�on of grocery, hardware, wines, sweets and many kinds of products for sale here.  

By 1853, Thaddeus H. Ketchum put his business up for sale but the best he could do was to lease the hotel for a few 
years to different people. The end of the Ketchum hotel came abruptly on March 13, 1866 when a huge fire completely 
destroyed all the buildings from 1 to 19 Main Street. Fire figh�ng methods were very primi�ve at that �me, and there 
was great fear that the en�re town would go up in smoke. Thankfully, they were able to contain it at a break between 
the buildings.  

Another change had already taken place at this busy corner, the sub-division of Lot 42. The 1878 map above shows the 
new arrangement with several smaller lots. Right on the corner is Lot 46, then, up Main Street, is Lot 45, a small alley, 
and Lot 44, then 43 and 41. In addi�on, Park Street has developed only part way west. 

Lot 46, which was a bit wider than the others, was right on the corner, running down Prince Edward Street. It bumped 
into the back of Lot 37 which fronted on Park Street. The land records show us that the individual sub-divided lots were 
handled differently by their owners from this point forward. It is also interes�ng to note that the label “Ketchum Plan” 



was writen over this wider corner sec�on in the 1878 map, indica�ng how important the Ketchum family was in the 
development of this part of town. 

Thaddeus H. Ketchum passed Lot 46 on to his son, Hiram Edgar Ketchum in 1868, who passed it on to his brother, 
Maitland P. Ketchum. Hiram was preparing to leave Brighton and take up a job as a hotel keeper in Prescot, Ontario. 
Soon a�erward, Maitland Ketchum sold Lot 46 to Thomas Webb.  

This would be the fellow who was known as W. Thomas Webb (1835-1909). He was born in Cramahe Township, near 
Colborne, a son of Thomas Webb and Aurilia Gordineer. The senior Thomas had come from Ireland and was in Cramahe 
Township to be recorded in the 1820 Census. The younger Thomas Webb would establish himself in the village of 
Brighton in the early 1860s and would be a dominate figure for several decades. It appears as if he may have been 
opera�ng a general store in part of the Ketchum property before the fire.  

Thomas Webb solidified his posi�on in the business community of Brighton by marrying very well. In 1868, he was wed 
to Charlote Chris�na Bulkley (1844-1915) who was a daughter of Hiram Bulkley and Jane Valleau. Hiram Bulkley had 
come from Fairfield County, Connec�cut and was married to Jane Valleau in Fredericksburgh Township in 1831. He 
worked as a carpenter in the Brighton area and was able to buy property on Main Street in the 1850s. Soon he became a 
merchant and was involved in developing a major sub-division south of Main Street. His sons, S�les and William would 
carry on in business.  

Mr. Webb worked quickly a�er acquiring Lot 46. In 1869 he built a three-storey brick building with a frontage of 51 ½ feet 
on Main Street and a depth of 80 feet on Prince Edward Street. By the habit of the day, any business building was called a 
block, so this became the “Webb Block”. In modern parlance, it might be called a mall or a plaza, because it provided 
several spaces for businesses, on all three levels. Mr. Webb was described as a merchant but his specialty was dry goods, 
which meant he provided all kinds of household products, from bedding to clothing to tools and lamps. Over �me, 
hardware would become a separate business, and the Webb Block could accommodate all. An extension built in 1882 on 
the south end of the building added office space to the complex.  

Sub-divided Lots 44 and 45 were handled differently. Hiram Ketchum kept these lots for a bit longer, even taking out a 
mortgage in 1874. Then, in 1875, the east part of lot 45 and the 10-foot laneway were sold to James Nesbit (1828-1900) 
who had come from Ireland in 1856 and was established at the corner of Main and Ontario Streets.  

Hiram Ketchum also sold another part of lots 44 and 45 (it gets very confusing here) to a pair of investors from the 
Carrying Place area. They were only briefly involved here and sold part of their interest to James Nesbit in 1877. Another 
part went to John Eyre, a wealthy lawyer who lived at the west end of Brighton and engaged in real estate specula�on. In 
1883, this piece was sold by John Eyre’s estate to Martha Kelley and then, in 1891, to Sam Nesbit.  

Thomas Webb was very active in many different areas of business, besides dry goods on Main Street. The trade in grain 
was still a major business in this area, with grain elevators built at Gosport for loading onto ships and the train 
increasingly used to transport bulk products such as grain and lumber. In 1881, he provided an advertisement to assure 
his customers he was still looking out for their interests.  

"Mr. T. Webb assures the public that he can give good service to his 
dry goods customers, in spite of his other interests in building and 
grain. T. Webb building opera�ons are about completed, but s�ll 
dealing in the grain line. He is now prepared to atend to the wants of 
his customers, having a complete stock of Dry Goods, etc." In spite of 
his many interests, Mr. Webb’s stores at the corner if Brighton’s 
primary intersec�on remained profitable.  

The Webb Block experienced a major fire in 1887 and it was quickly 
rebuilt (see sketch at right). There is also men�on of another fire on 
December 20, 1896. One important tenant that was burned out in 



1896 was the Brighton Ensign, Brighton’s popular local newspaper. The Ensign had been in the office space on the second 
floor of the Webb Block since 1872, called 20 Prince Edward Street. A�er the fire, they moved to 40 Main Street.  

This picture demonstrates that the businesses in the different parts of 
the Web Block changed a lot over �me. At right is a photo of “The 
Corner Store”, in the eastern part of the Webb Block that would be 1 
Main Street, operated by James B. Smith from 1892 to 1898. He was 
from Dummer Township and married Sarah Ma�lda Hutchinson of 
Brighton Township in 1870. He was a butcher in Lakefield but came to 
Brighton to run this store at the corner of Main and Prince Edward 
Streets.  

The western part of the Webb Block, which would be 5 Main Street, 
was occupied from 1883 to 1921 by William Wallace Porte (1859-
1937) who was a jeweller in Brighton. He was very ac�ve in real estate around town and was also the person most 
responsible for the first implementa�on of telephone service in the area. 

Mr. Porte’s product line was appropriately elegant and charming and 
the interior of the store followed the upscale habits of the day, as we 
can see by this picture inside the store around 1895. 

Hiram Webb and Harry B. Phillips formed a partnership to operate a 
store in the Webb Block from 1898 to 1901. Then Harry B. Phillips had a 
partnership with James A. Robson which con�nued un�l 1914. It was a 
dynamic and constantly changing world.  

Thomas Webb died in 1909 and his estate granted Lot 46 to his widow 
Charlote. Later that year, the north part of Lot 46 went to Chalote’s 
son Hiram and the south part went to her daughter, Flora Kip. The 
south part was then sold to William W. Porte in 1917. Charlote died in 

1915 and Hiram in 1920. Hiram’s widow, Pearl, provided a lease for a few months to the Royal Bank of Canada. 

In 1917, Mr. Porte purchased the south part of lot 46, and moved his store to 20 Prince Edward Street, just around the 
corner. In 1933, Mr. Porte’s property in Lot 46 went to his second wife Hattie M. Porte who granted it in 1943 to her 
daughter, Alice Helena, wife of William Alexander Wright. The north and larger part of Lot 46 was passed in 1937 to 
Thomas and William Spencer Webb, sons of Hiram and Pearl Webb.  

On December 1, 1927, a drug store across the street at 7 Prince Edward, operated by Jury & Lovell, was acquired by Mr. 
A. E. Simmons of Trenton and a young pharmacist named Mark Scanlon was hired to be the manager. Mark Francis 
Scanlon (1899-1985) was born in Toronto, a son of Mark Joseph Scanlon and Mary Margaret Reilly. The 1921 Census 
shows that Mark Francis was age 21, the oldest of three children and described as a student. After graduation with a 
degree in pharmacy, Mark obtained the job of manager of Mr. 
Simmon’s drug store in Brighton in 1927. The next year he was 
married in Toronto to Kathleen Elizazbeth Gunn. 

Mark Scanlon improved his situation in 1934 when he took 
over Mr. Freeman’s drug store at 5 Main Street. The picture on 
right shows the scene inside Mr. Scanlon’s drug store about 
1940. Progress was interrupted in March 1943 when a fire 
destroyed the store and Mr. Scanlon moved to 7 Main Street 
while his store was being rebuilt. Another fire in 1946 did 
some damage to the store but it was repaired quickly.  



By 1960, Mark Scanlon was able to purchase the store at 5 Main Street and 
in 1962 renovated the store front to be much more modern and attractive. 
In 1965, Mark Scanlon Jr., the son of Mark Francis, took over the drug store. 
He had followed in his father’s footsteps by obtaining a degree in 
pharmacy. This store became a fixture in Brighton, which was called 
Scanlon’s I.D.A. The store expanded into 1 Main Street, so it occupied both 
1 and 5 Main Street. right on the corner of Main and Prince Edward Streets. 

During the 1990s, plans were begun to redevelop the property at the 
corner of Main and Prince Edward Streets. By 2003, the Scanlon drug store 

was sold to Lutz Drugs Ltd. and, in 2004, the Webb Block, that old familiar building at 1 Main Street, was demolished to 
make way for a modern structure that would host the Rexall PharmaPlus store that we see today.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  



Prince Edward Street East Side to Dundas Street 

Introduc�on 

The intersec�on of Main, Young and Prince Edward Streets in 
Brighton straddles the original border between the old 
Cramahe and Murray Townships. The map at right is from the 
Belden County Atlas of 1878 and shows the structure of lots 
and concessions around which the village of Brighton grew. 

The orange line from top to botom runs down Young Street, 
Prince Edward and then Cedar Street to Presqu’ile Bay. That is 
the old border between Murray and Cramahe which was 
eliminated on January 1, 1852 when Brighton Township was 
created.  

The end result was that the lot and concession numbering was 
different on either side of this line. The numbering system was 
created differently for each of the townships. Some�mes we 
might feel that this was done specifically to mess with 
researchers two hundred years later, but it was just the result 
of sensible developments over �me.   

For our purposes, all of this results in the north-east part of 
Brighton Village being in lot 35 of concession A. This lot has its 
southern boundary along Elizabeth Street and its northern boundary at the Telephone Road south of the 401. The west 
boundary is Prince Edward and Young Streets and the east is Terry Fox Drive and Pinnacle Street North. The piece of Lot 
35 we are dealing with is in its far south-west corner, on the east side of Prince Edward Street, south of Dundas Street 
and towards Elizabeth Street. 

The Patent from the Crown for all 200 acres of lot 35, concession A was granted to Ann Marsh on November 11, 1825. 
Ann McArthur (1771-1862) was 54 years of age when she obtained lot 35, but was already a prominent person in the 
community at the border of Murray and Cramahe Townships. She was born at Kinderhook, Columbia County, New York, 
near the Hudson River. Her family moved north as Loyalists and setled in Thurlow Township, at what was ini�ally called 
Singleton’s corners.  

Ann married Captain George Singleton in 1788, a�er he had been at the mouth of Singleton’s Creek for a few years 
conduc�ng an ac�ve trading system with the Indigenous people to the north. Ann gave birth to a son, John, in January 
1789. However, tragedy struck the family when George Singleton died of a fever while on the annual trip to Montreal.  
Each year they took the furs they had collected to Montreal and obtain more trade goods. George Singleton died near 
Bath and the other travelers came back home.  

In 1791, the widow Ann Singleton married Alexander Chisholm, who had been an army buddy of George Singleton as 
well as a partner in trade. Ann would have five children with Alexander Chisholm as both Ann and Alexander parleyed 
their significant land grants into prosperity for their family. Alexander Chisholm wrote pe��ons begging for a grant of 
land at the mouth of what would become the Moira River, but his efforts were thwarted by the rise to prominence of 
John Walden Meyers who had strong supporters in high places due to his work as a recruiter and spy for the Bri�sh 
during the American War of Independence.  

Alexander and Ann Chisholm decided to try elsewhere and moved to the north shore of Presqu’ile Bay. They built saw 
and grist mills at the mouth of the creek flowing into the bay, which later would be called Butler Creek. They were 
squaters on the land which had been designated as government reserve, but they did manage to obtain a lease. 



Alexander Chisholm died in 1808 without achieving his dream of crea�ng a town to carry his name, but Ann would carry 
on with the busy job of managing all the family’s land grants – and founding the town of Brighton.  

Around 1810, Ann married Cyrus Marsh, who was a son of Mathias Marsh, part of the large family of Col. William Marsh, 
a prominent loyalist. Un�l her death around 1862, Ann Mash would be engaged in many land transac�ons in the 
immediate area of Brighton. The grant of Lot 35 solidified the posi�on of her son, John Singleton and herself as founders 
of the new village of Brighton when it was established in 1831. The ini�al home for this family may have been south of 
Dundas Street and west of Alice Street, but a significant brick house that the family built later remains today on Singleton 
Street to the north.  

We should remember that the intersec�on of Main, Young and Prince 
Edward Streets was part of the original Danforth Road, built from York 
to Kingston in 1799 and 1800. This sketch shows that the Danforth 
Road edged north-east off our Main Street in order to follow Dundas 
Street to the setlement at Smithfield.  

Not long a�er the war of 1812, the newly-named York Road took a 
different route, turning right and going east on Elizabeth Street and 
directly to Trent Port. As this new route became habitual for locals, 
Dundas Street would experience less through traffic, leaving local 
traffic on the road to Smithfield.  

In spite of this change, the corner of Dundas and Young and the corner 
of Dundas and Prince Edward were popular loca�ons for stores from 
an early date. Proctor and Squier, that partnership between John 
Edward Proctor and Abijah Squier, operated a store at 1 Young Street from as early as 1844.  

The establishment of Brighton Village in 1831 led to the sub-division of 
proper�es along the main roads and streets of the village in order to provide 
smaller village lots for local residents to build homes or businesses.  

The map at right is a segment of the Brighton Plan of 1866. We can see the 
original lots around the main intersec�on. It is interes�ng to note that, according 
to this map in 1866, only the corner of Dundas and Prince Edward had been sub-
divided. The other three corners s�ll show their original large lots. 

This may help to explain why the lots at the corner of Dundas and Prince Edward 
Streets were divided and numbered as they were. The map below from the 1866 
Brighton Plan shows that the corner was sub-divided with lots 1 to 4 along 
Prince Edward Street, going from south to north, and then lots 5 to 8 along the 
south side of Dundas Street. Lot 9 is right on the corner and lot 10 takes up the 
larger area at the back of the other smaller lots that have street frontage.  

We can see that Margaet Singleton, referred to 
on the map as “Mrs. Singleton” s�ll owned large parts of township lot 35 which had not 
yet been sub-divided. She was the wife of John Singleton and she would be heavily 
engaged in real estate transac�ons.  

The land registry records show a lot of back-and-forth between members of the 
Singleton family, but it is clear that, in the early 1850s, Margaret Singleton had 
ownership of the west side of lot 35 at the south end, where the town of Brighton 
developed. Around this �me, we start to see transac�ons to sell one quarter of an acre 
or some such measurement. Unfortunately, the records normally don’t provide an exact 



descrip�on of the land. We have to iden�fy the purchaser of the property and determine if that person did business at 
certain place in later years. It can be difficult to do anything but guess in this �me period, because of the limited 
documenta�on.   

  



The Proctor Block – 1 to 10 Prince Edward Street 

The records do make it clear that the first business of any longevity on the corner of Dundas and Prince Edward Streets 
was operated by Mathew Ferris (1832-1893) who was born in Ireland and had come to Canada around 1850 with his 
brother James and sister Mary Ann. It did not take Mathew Ferris long to make a mark in the community because in 
1860 he married Sarah Elizabeth Proctor, a daughter of Isaac Chamberlain Proctor, and a sister of John Edward Proctor. 
The two brothers-in-law were men cut from the same cloth, both engaged in real estate and merchandizing, o�en 
collabora�ng with each other on projects and deals. 

In 1864, Mathew Ferris purchased lots 4 and 9 at the corner of Dundas and Prince Edward Streets. He had a building 
built near the corner that took up most of this property. It was a substan�al building where Mr. Ferris established a dry 
goods store. His brother, James, had decided to try his luck in Campbellford and he very quickly became a major force in 
the development of that town twenty miles north of Brighton. He was the post master in 1860 and by 1868, was Reeve 
and then a member of parliament. Ferris Park, the recrea�onal area south of the town, was named for him.  

Over several decades, Mathew Ferris would thrive in business in Brighton. He and his wife would also invest in other 
small business proper�es, especially across Dundas Street in what was originally Lot 1 on the corner of Dundas at Young 
Street. It had been sub-divided to provided numerous small shops and offices and many vendors and merchants passed 
through this building over �me. 

During the 1870s, there were several land transac�ons where Isaac Oscar Proctor, a brother of Sarah Ferris, acquired 
parts of lots 4 and 9 that Mathew Ferris had not purchased. Then there are transac�ons where Mathew Ferris sells part 
of the property to Isaac Oscar Proctor, and then he sells immediately to Sarah. In the mean�me, Isaac O. Proctor was 
planning to do something large in this area of town.  

Sarah Elizabeth (Proctor) Ferris died in August 1882 and her will granted all of her 
holdings to her husband. Then, in October 1889, Mr. Ferris sold his property to 
Isaac Oscar Proctor. He remained in business un�l January of 1891 when a fire 
destroyed his dry goods store and damaged the building considerably. Mathew 
Ferris was almost sixty years of age at this point and chose not to con�nue with his 
business a�er the fire. He died in Cobourg in July 1893. 

Now, the space on the east side of Prince Edward Street and south of Dundas was 
available for development. As it worked out, Isaac Oscar Proctor had, over �me, 
purchased lots 9, 4, 3, 2 and 1 and was able to move ahead with his project to 
build the Proctor Block. We will see that he also had acquired the land 
immediately to the south which was s�ll part of lot 35, concession A.  

A large business block was built in 1894 which primarily housed the Proctor Hotel 
toward the south and middle, with a part for other businesses to the north up to the Dundas Street corner. In modern 
terms, the Proctor Block occupied street numbers 1 through 10 on Prince Edward Street. Upstairs was a large hall and 

mee�ng rooms with the entrance through an external 
stairway.   

Here is a photo of the Proctor Hotel when it was new. The 
sign above is not very clear in this picture, but, on close 
observa�on, it does say “Proctor Hotel”. 

This hotel was in compe��on for many years with the 
Central Hotel up Main Street which was destroyed in the 
huge fire in 1921. Patrons had plenty of choice in 

accommoda�on, dining rooms and livery services. Business was very good! 



Another view of the Proctor Block is shown at right, this one 
taken around the same �me but from the vantage point of 
Young Street to the north. It shows the full depth of the building 
to the east as well as its dominance of the streetscape, 
especially since there was no building at this �me on the north 
corner of Dundas and Young, due to a fire. 

It is interes�ng to note that there is a large blank space in the 
land records for addresses 1 through 10 Prince Edward Street 
between the early 1890s and the 1960s. That is the �me period 
when the Proctor family owned this property. 

On October 16, 1911, the Proctor Hotel turned into the Clarendon Hotel. Repairs and upgrades were done and new 
furniture installed. Access to the stables behind the hotel was on Dundas Street as was the entrance to the lobby. The 
picture below is from about that �me, as it shows “Hotel Clarendon” on the front of the building. 

 

There was a close call on a Saturday evening in April 1913 when a fire was detected out back, later determined to have 
started in straw kept in the stables. Fire figh�ng methods and equipment had improved a lot in the town and they were 
able to save the hotel block and buildings.  

The Brighton Ensign of September 29, 1922 made note of another change. "Clarendon Hotel Changes Hands: Mr. G. T. 
Goheen has sold his hotel business in Brighton to Mr. Harrison, who has had a good many years experience in managing 
a hotel very sa�sfactorily". 

More changes came in December 1923. “The former sample room, one door south, has become a bar room for so� 
drinks and refreshments, two fine sample rooms fited up back of the rotunda with ample space for traveling salesmen, 
also remodelled the dining room.” 

In July of 1925, further changes took place. “The Clarendon Hotel has been greatly improved, both inside and out. A 
large fireplace has been built in the rotunda, which will do much to make the winter evening’s cheery and pleasant also 
new furniture. A canopy was also was put on the Hotel.” 

Then, in January of 1926, the hotel had a new tenant at 7 Prince Edward Street. “For some �me nego�a�ons have been 
under way by Messrs. Jury and Lovell for the purchase of the business of the late F.E. Marshall and the business was 
taken over by them this week. They have taken a ten-year lease of the two stores directly south of the Clarendon Hotel 



and are remodelling them, pu�ng in modern fixtures, show cases and other conveniences. While repairs to the new 
store is going on, business will be conducted in one of the smaller stores next to Wright’s Garage.” 

At the north end of the block, Mr. Brown had established a popular bakery on the ground floor. This was the source of 
another fire scare for the folks at the hotel.  “What threatened at one �me to be a serious fire was discovered in the 
garage back of Brown’s Bakery, corner of Young and Dundas Street, at about 11:55 last Saturday. An alarm was sent, but 
by the �me the firemen were able to get a line of hose in play, dense clouds of heavy black smoke was rolling across the 
street towards the Clarendon Hotel. The building is of frame construc�on, covered with �n and it was a nasty fire to 
fight. The fire was no�ced by two young boys who ran into the bakery and informed Mr. Brown that his garage was on 
fire. The garage is atached to the bakery and main building and both were filled with smoke. The woodwork and walls 
will have to be done over the interior of the garage is badly charred.” 

The Clarendon Hotel was definitely the place to go in Brighton in October 1932. “At the Clarendon Hotel the lobby is 
unusually atrac�ve, spacious and cheerful, the rooms comfortably and tastefully furnished. The food is the best our 
excellent markets afford. The price for rooms is $1.00 per night and meals 50 cents. The special Sunday Chicken or Turkey 
dinner is so unusual for the price.” 

On the other hand, it was not always quiet at the Clarendon Hotel, as this news item in 1933 suggests. “At six forty-five 
on Saturday morning the sleep of the occupants of the Clarendon Hotel was rudely woken when a large Metropolitan 
Transport truck and trailer charged into the front of Ed. A. Simmons drug store. Skidding on the pavement, the driver was 
unable to make the right-hand turn and the transport hit the centre window of the store and caved it in before coming to 
a stop.” 

More changes were made to the hotel in 1936. “Mr. D. C. Harrison, the host of the Clarendon Hotel has been doing 
considerable changing and renova�ng at his “Home on the Road.” The greatest change he has made is in moving his 
dining room downstairs, where it is conveniently located and where the best of food and service are given the guests.” 

In October of 1944, we see this. “Monday was a gala day in Brighton, with the opening of the new moving picture 
theatre and a new restaurant both taking place. Mrs. A. Harrison, who manages the local hotel, The Clarendon, opened 
her new, modern restaurant on the main floor of the hotel, where the dinning room used to be.” 

On a completely different note, February 1945 brought a major 
snow fall. “The snow banks on Brighton’s Main Street, developed 
into huge piles in no �me at all yesterday a�ernoon. More than a 
hundred men, seven teams with sleighs and five trucks all 
donated their service to the worthy project and tons of snow 
was removed. The council and Chamber of Commerce thank not 
only the laborers themselves but Mrs. A. J. Harrison of the 
Clarendon and Chew Canna restaurants for dona�ng 
refreshments and the women who served the workers. By 
special request of the shovellers, a repeat performance is to be 
staged next Wednesday a�ernoon, to complete a good job now 
well started.” 

In December of 1946 this informa�on appeared in the newspaper: “The Clarendon Hotel in Brighton has changed hands. 
Mrs. A. J. Harrison has sold the business to Harry H. Baily and Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Baker.” The land transac�on was dated 
November 30, 1946 and showed that Mona L. Proctor leased the property to Harry H. Bailey. Mona Louisa (Wright) 
Proctor, was the widow of Charles Proctor who was a son of John Edward Proctor and had been manager of the Standard 
Bank for a �me. Mona was living in Alberta at this �me. 

A year later, the news was good. “In all, the new appearance of the Clarendon Hotel in Brighton is a great credit to the 
owner, Mr. Harry Bailey, who came here from Bran�ord highly recommended as a hotel man of experience and 
discernment. Mr. Bailey and Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Baker, who came to Brighton from Bran�ord with him are to be 



congratulated upon the success of their arduous task and those who take advantage of the invita�on of the management 
to inspect the hotel this week-end will be more than repaid for their interest.” 

However, by May of 1950, the Clarendon was for sale. The land records show that the lease was surrendered to Mona 
Proctor in June that year. The hotel was closed and the premises evacuated. Then, the newspaper report this in May 
1960, “A few months ago a transport crashed through the front of the old Clarendon Hotel. Plywood was erected to 
cover the hole. This week the plywood came down to reveal the new modern store fronts.” 

A new radio and TV store had been established in 1947 at 31 Main Street by Arthur Cyril Boyce, who was know as Cy. In 
May 1955, Mr. Boyce moved his store to 4 Prince Edward Street, the ground floor of the Proctor Block, where the old 
Clarendon Hotel had been. In 1961, he expanded into 3 Prince Edward Street to make a much larger store, as the 
newspaper reported. “The new addi�on has been completely renovated and redecorated in atrac�ve colours and new 
ligh�ng installed. The new premises contain a new record bar and stereo and hi-fi shop, where customers can come in 
and pick and choose new records, trying them out before buying. The main store accommodated Mr. Boyce’s TV and 
electrical appliance business.”  

The land records show a transac�on in 1967 when the Proctor 
family sold part of Lot 4 to Arthur C. Boyce. He would be in 
business here un�l 1974. Residents might recall that Jim’s 
Pizza Restaurant and Tavern was at 1 Prince Edward Street 
from 1978 to 1992. Then, from December 1992, Rosie’s Family 
Restaurant served the town.  

The spaces we call #5 and #7 Prince Edward Street were part of the Proctor Block but would later be combined and 
separate several �mes over the years as many different vendors and merchants took up residence for short periods of 
�me. From 1890 to 1897, Duncan C. Cummings had a barber shop and then Clarence Clouston con�nued cu�ng hair, 
along with adding a pool room.  

In 1919, the meat business took over #5, with proprietors Joseph Langdon, Robert Whiton and J. H. Yake. In 1927, Jury & 
Lovell opened their drug store and combined #5 and #7 before moving to 12 Main St.  Then, in 1926, this became a 
Rexall drug store with the addi�on of a soda fountain which was very popular with the teens. Mr. Simmons of Trenton 
hired pharmacist Mark Scanlon as the manager.  

The Standard Bank had been located at 7 Prince Edward Street from 1883 un�l it moved to its new building at 2 Main 
Street in 1905. A�er that, there was a series of merchants, such as W. N. Davidson’s tailor shop, Lewis Purdy & Son, then 
daughter Eva Maud 
Purdy with her bonnet 
shop. More recently, #7 
and 5 were combined 
and there have been real 
estate brokers, as well as 
Chamber of Commerce 
offices here. 

Many different stores 
and vendors have been 
located on the street here in recent decades. Residents of Brighton may recall Mrs. B’s lovely store which provided relief 
for our sweet tooth. That store took up both #5 and #7.  

There are apartments in the upper floors, and, as of this wri�ng in 2025, the #1 on the corner is unoccupied, # 3 is Swann 
Accoun�ng, #7 has a sign out front saying “Wish etc…” and #9 is Chagger Dental. This is today’s Proctor Block. 

 



 

 

17 Prince Edward Street – Lot 1 – The Duncan Block 

 

The building at the address 17 Prince Edward Street is at the south end of the Proctor Block. It is very similar in size and 
shape, but the brick and the windows are different. It is apparent that this is a separate building. Any indica�on of a date 
for the construc�on of this building is not available in documents at this �me, so we have to speculate.  

This building is also on the north side of the laneway and this helps us 
be sure that it is located in lot 1 as shown on this segment of modern 
OnLand.ca map of the area. We need to recall that the lots that came 
out of the sub-division of the corner of Prince Edward and Dundas 
Streets were numbered from Lot 1 to 10 going north and around the 
corner.  

The modern arrangement may call the 
land on the north side of the laneway 
lot 1, but that does not equate to the original lot 1 as shown on this segment of map from 
the Brighton Plan of 1866. The land where lot 1 is today was s�ll part of the larger 
Singleton property in Concession A, lot 35, and not yet part of the sub-division process. 

That means we need to find land records for the old lot 35, concession A, but under the 
umbrella of Brighton Village. This is found in Book 013 which is labelled “East of Prince 
Edward Street”. This is a large collec�on and we must search through the 185 pages to 
find items that appear to represent the land at lot 1, as we see it today.  

The History of Brighton Businesses shows that a lawyer named Philip S. Staddon had an 
office at 17 Prince Edward Street in the 1980s. If we key on his name, we can see land records for him in Book 013. Then 
we can trace back through the records for items related to this land. Some�mes we just look for the person who sold it 
to him, but also, we need to look at the descrip�on. While we can’t rely on it, there was some consistency in wording for 
the descrip�on of certain land. In this case, it may include something about the “name Mrs. Singleton” and/or “East of 
Prince Edward Street”.  



Using these methods, we can piece together the ownership of lot 1, or 17 Prince Edward Street. A big help was the 
mortgage record in 1971 for Arthur C. Boyce which had one of those detailed descrip�ons. When I traced the details, it 
outlined lot 1 perfectly. In this way, I knew I was on the right track. Then I could trace back through the Proctor and then 
Singleton involvement, to the Patent for the whole lot to Ann Marsh. 

The ques�on s�ll remains as to the date of the construc�on of the building at 17 Prince Edward Street. The Proctor Block 
was built in 1894 and we might expect that the separate building to the south might have been built at the same �me or 
soon a�erward. Isaac O. Proctor acquired the property from Lenora E. Singleton in April of 1893, so they could have 
planned the construc�on of both buildings at the same �me. The pictures from the early years of the Proctor Block show 
this structure to the south from an early point. In the records, the building at 17 Prince Edward Street was o�en called 
the Duncan Block. The fact that it was given a different name in public discussion confirms that it was a separate building 
from the Proctor Block. 

Let’s run through the ownership path for this property. The Patent from the Crown for all 200 acres of lot 35, concession 
A, Murray Township went to Ann Marsh, who can be considered the matriarch of Brighton. In 1834, 50 acres of the west 
half of the west half of lot 35 went to John Singleton. About thirty years later, in 1862, Margaret, widow of John 
Singleton, passed “part of the south-west part” of lot 35 to her daughter, Leonora E. Singleton.  

Then, in 1893, Leonora E. Singleton sold the “part marked with name Mrs. Singleton, East of Prince Edward St. with area 
of alley way” to Isaac O. Proctor. The Proctor Block was built the next year, and possibly the building at 17 Prince Edward 
Street at the same �me. The Proctor family held this property a long �me, managing it as a commercial building with 
several spaces to rent or lease.  

Records show that Joshua Kemp had a grocery store here in the 1890s, then James A. Brinkman was the proprietor of 
“Palace Boot and Shoe Store”. This fellow was from Bruce County and had married Mary Albert Hutcheson of Brighton 
Township in 1894. They soon moved to the Borough of Queens, New York City where he sold boots and shoes and other 
dry goods and Mary worked as a manicurist. From 1908 to 1913, William James Lear Jr. operated a store called The Bee 
Hive Store. Carey Farrow and then George Muton had butcher shops.  

From 1919 to 1937, Clarence Clouston ran a Neilson’s ice cream shop and began the billiards parlour at this loca�on. The 
pool hall proved to be a good business and it was con�nued here with Harvey Davern, Mr. Marden, Cecil A. Dillon, 
Melville H. Middleton and Mr. Dale. In 1965, Clayton Farrow ran the pool room but moved to 21 Prince Edward Street 
(the old bank building) in 1969. A�er this, there was a parade of different vendors and offices located in this commercial 
building. We also might men�on that Lighthouse Books was located at 17 Prince Edward Street from 1995 to 2001 before 
moving to 65 Main Street.  

The children of Charles Proctor finally sold lot 1 in 1967, to Arthur C. Boyce, who 
had the radio and TV shop in the space to the north. In 1971, Mr. Boyce took a 
mortgage on this property and that is where we see the detailed descrip�on of lot 
1 which was so useful.  

In 1974, Arthur C. Boyce sold lot 1 to Archibald and Meryl Ostrander and they had 
their travel business at 17 Prince Edward Street. Plan 38R852 was registered in 
1975, defining the modern lot 1. A lawyer, Joseph Barlow, took out a lease with the 
Archibald Ostrander. The property was in the Ostrander family un�l 1982 when it 
was sold to a numbered company which was also involved in other proper�es 
nearby, especially lot 11 to the south. In 1985, lot 1 was purchased by Philip S. 
Staddon, who was a lawyer.  In 2000 Mr. Staddon sold the property to Robert and 
Lise Howard. 

As of this wri�ng in 2025, the sign on the building says “Echelon Hobbies”.  

  



21 Prince Edward Street – Lot 11 - the Bank 

Here is a picture of Prince Edward Street in the early 1900s which shows the Morrow Block at right with the dis�nc�ve 
canopies over the front windows. It is useful to point out that, at this �me, there was no building immediately north of 
the Morrow Block. It was an empty lot. Technically speaking it was lot 11 which is shown on the maps.  

 

 

 

The building that would appear on lot 11 was the Canadian Bank of Commerce, built in 1921, a�er the loca�on of the 
bank had been destroyed in the disastrous fire on Main Street earlier that year. In 1928, the Standard Bank and the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce merged and the building at 2 Main Street became the new home for the Commerce, where 
the Standard Bank had been. 

The building at 21 Prince Edward Street was then 
occupied by the Royal Bank of Canada. Major 
upgrades included a safe weighing 6,500 pounds 
with three compartments and a �me lock.  

Then #21 took on the role of the Home Theatre 
where many movie fans sat and ate popcorn 
from 1944 to 1956.  

The Brighton Ensign announced the opening In 
October of 1944. “Monday was a gala day in 
Brighton, with the opening of the new moving 
picture theatre and a new restaurant both taking 
place. Mrs. A. Harrison, who manages the local hotel, The Clarendon, opened her new, modern restaurant on the main 
floor of the hotel, where the dinning room used to be.” 

 



This picture from around 1950 shows the Home Theatre with a snow bank in front, the laneway to its north and the old 
Morrow Bock to the south, occupied by Canada Rex Spray Co.  

For another year, it was called the Crown Theatre, but by 1969, Clayton Farrow took over #21 with his billiards tables. 
This would be “The Pool Hall” while this historian was atending high school at East Northumberland Secondary School. 
Many of us were instructed by our parents not to darken the doorway of the pool hall, which was considered to be a bad 
place for kids to hang out. In spite of that, a lot of pool was played, a lot of cigaretes were smoked, and the world did 
not end.  

In 1983, lot 11 was acquired by Ted Mound and he moved his dental prac�ce from 45 Main Street where he had been 
since 1969. The dental office would be here at 21 Prince Edward Street un�l 1999.  

The building at 21 Prince Edward Street began to show its age in 2017 when bricks fell out of the wall along the laneway 
which was closed for a �me. Doubts as to the viability of the structure made the rounds, but the damage was repaired 
and the building back in use. As of this wri�ng in 2025, The Tin Roof occupies the space. 

 

  



23 Prince Edward Street - The Morrow Block 

The old building at 23 Prince Edward Street is very well known in 
Brighton as The Morrow Block. It hos�ng the first Ford dealership in the 
area, operated by Harcla Morrow in the early 1900s. However, its 
history is a bit more complicated than that.  

As we can see in this segment of the 1866 Brighton Plan, we are dealing 
with Lot 12 which was the same width as lot 11 on Prince Edward 
Street, but extended east, well past lot 11, and encompasses the land behind lot 11. 

This was part of the Singleton land holdings un�l 1865 when lot 12 was sold by Leonora E. Singleton to Nicholas H. 
Peterson. Leonora Emily Singleton (1822-1909) was the unmarried daughter of John Singleton and Margaret Canniff. She 
and her mother engaged in land exchanges which cover many different proper�es on the east side of Brighton. In this 
case, Leonora had acquired land from her mother which the records say “included this lot”, meaning lot 12. 

Nicholas H. Peterson may be a farmer in Ameliasburgh Township, although his middle ini�al is consistently A and not H. 
In any case, he sold lot 12 in 1873 to Ira B. Thayer and he sold it a year later to his brother-in-law, James E. Solomon. At 
the same �me, James Solomon sold it to Alice Thayer who was Ira’s wife. These are the folks who had the thriving 
nursery business on Prince Edward Street across from the Methodist Church, now Trinity St. Andrew’s United Church.  

An interes�ng turn of events comes about two years later when the two couples, Ira and Alice Thayer and James 
Solomon and wife sold lot 12 to Frederick W. Auston and Henry Auston. Frederick William Auston (1847-1923) was born 
in Cobourg, the son of Dr. James Auston and Frances Boyer. His father was a surgeon in Cobourg although he died in 
1862. Frederick and his brother Lucien moved to Brighton in the early 1870s and were engaged in real estate 
specula�on.  

There are also several examples of these two, Frederick and Henry Auston, partnering in the development of proper�es 
in Brighton. There are no Henry Auston names in Frederick’s family but Henry Auston may be Henry Abert Auston (1841-
1915) who was the son of William Owston and Orillia Soper. Note the spelling of the surname. It is not clear how these 
two men might be related.  

On the other hand, one thing is very clear. It was not un�l 1901 that Frederick and Henry Auston sold lot 12. That means 
they held it from 1876 to 1901, which amounts to 25 years. Records suggest that there was a hotel on this property in 
1884 operated by Grimmond McDonald and Captain John Covell. It would appear as if they leased the property from the 
Auston men who s�ll owned it. Mr. McDonald died in 1896 and we see that the building currently on lot 12 was built in 
1897, probably by Frederick Auston. 

Finally, on November 12, 1901, Frederick and Henry Auston sold lot 12 to Oscar L. Morrow. Oscar Leonard Morrow 
(1879-1956) was born on the family farm at Concession 4, Lot 3, Brighton Township, near Hilton, a son of James Harcla 
Morrow and Irena Alzina Wade. His father moved the family to Brighton in the mid-1880s and was described in census 
records as a manufacture’s agent. Oscar was the oldest child and would par�cipate directly with his father in the 
business of selling farm implements and those new-fangled motorized carriages.  



The transac�on in 1901 resulted in Oscar L. Morrow owning lot 12 on 
Prince Edward Street in Brighton. The building that was there, built in 
1897, became known as the Morrow Block. Records suggest that James 
H. Morrow and his son Oscar set up a farm implements dealership at this 
loca�on soon a�er purchasing the property. The dates given in the 
“History of Brighton Businesses” for Morrow farm implements are 1903 
to 1907. Early in the business, the product called “carriages” was added.  

This picture of the Morrow Block from 1905 shows one of those 
“carriages” out front as well as a plow. The name “Morrow” is very 
evident at the top of the building looking out onto Prince Edward Street.  

In fact, the Morrow Block housed the first Ford dealership between 
Bowmanville and Gananoque. New Ford automobiles were delivered by train, with 
several cars rolled onto standard box cars. In 1913, the Morrows built a car unloading 
shed beside the Grant Trunk Railway sta�on in Brighton so that the new cars des�ned for 
this area could be rolled directly out the side door of the box cars, into the car shed.  

Then, the cars could be rolled down the ramp and taken to whatever dealer in the area 
had ordered the car. This only lasted a few years because other train sta�ons along the 
line got into the act, providing their own unloading facility so they did not have to 
retrieve their cars from Brighton. Eventually, the railways built purpose-built car carrying 
rail cars which removed the need for a separate unloading facility in each town. 

The picture below was taken in 1915 at the rear of the Morrow Block. The proprietor, 
Oscar L. Morrow, stands just inside the shop door at far right. The fellow driving the car at 
far le� was Wade Harcla Morrow, Oscar’s younger brother. Apparently, he had a well-
trained dog who liked to ride on the front fender.  

James Harcla Morrow died in 1917 and Oscar L. 
Morrow maintained ownership of lot 12 for many 
years. The situation is confused by the fact that 
many different businesses had offices in this 
building over the years, renting or leasing space 
from the Morrows. There was an office in the 
Morrow Block for the Hartford Fire Insurance 
agency. James McCracken was an agent for 
Massey Ferguson and Frost fences were sold here 
as well. The Morrow brothers had a Maxwell car 
dealership here from 1921 to 1925. Ed Solomon 
Insurance was here from 1934 to 1949. 

Wade H. Morrow, Oscar’s brother, worked for the Rex Spray Company which had its office in 
the Morrow Block from 1914 to 1965. This picture, taken about 1950, shows the sign “Canada 
Rex Spray Co.” on the front of the Morrow Block. 

We can also be confused by several transactions in the land records which appear to show 
that the Morrows sold lot 12. However, one very important transaction dated April 22 1981 
makes it clear that the others were for small bits of land and rights of way acquired by owners 
of lot 11.  

The grantor for the 1981 transaction is the estate of Oscar L. Morrow who had passed away in 
1956. The executors of the estate were his wife, Elma and his son James H. Morrow. They sold 



lot 12 to Douglas and Catherine Galt. The most important part of this transaction is the description which is one of those 
detailed and tedious blocks of text that sketch out the land dealt with by this transaction. Here is the text, cleaned up a 
bit for clarity:  

“Part commencing at south west angle lot 12; northerly 23.125 feet; easterly 60 feet; 
northerly 10 inches to south east angle lot 11; easterly 4 feet; northerly 24 feet; easterly 
48 feet to north east angle of lot 12; southerly 48 feet to south east angle of lot 12’ 
westerly 132 feet to point of commencement” 

If you follow this series of instructions, you will find that it defines perfectly lot 12 as we 
see in this segment of a map recently downloaded from OnLand.ca. This is the full 

complement of lot 12. Considering this, we can say that the other transactions are for small pieces that are related to 
the owners of lot 11 and not material in our understanding of lot 12. 

For a few years in the 1970s, Joe Banbury had his law office here, before moving across the street. G. B. Allen Insurance 
was here from 1978 to 1982 before moving to 111 Main Street. Two doctors were at the front of the building from 1982 
to 1988, then it was Community Care, then Brighton Office Supplies, Aqua Water, Northumberland Pedorthic Services 
and, in 2005, Heritage Jewellers.  

As of this wri�ng in 2025, the Clothing Depot is established at 23 Prince Edward Street. The Morrow Block remains, much 
the same as it did when it was a Ford dealership in the early 1900s. There have been scares of development that might 
eliminate the old structure, but nothing has come of all the talk. The Morrow Block is s�ll an old friend that we greet as 
we walk in downtown or drive through. May it remain so.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


