Analysis of Location of the Farewell Trading Post and the Murder of John Sharp re Ball Point or Washburn

Here is a lost of documents that mention a location for the murder of John Sharp.

Document

Author

Year

Ball Point

Washburn

Details

John Stegman Survey Map

John Stegman

1804

*

Map shown page 6 “Steamboats of Scugog” has label for M. Farewell House
on land to east side. Land is large peninsula, with label on southern point.
This is before flooding of 1830, so the island (Washburn Island) and point
(Ball Point) probably do not exist. Raising the water level cause the island
and the point to be formed after 1830.

Upper Canada Gazette

Bennett?

1804

Does not say location.

Kingston Gazette

The Reckoner

1811

Does not say location.

Town of York

Edith Firth

1815

Documents 1793 — 1815 edited by Edith Firth — several mentions of the
Speedy story but no mention of location of murder.

Settlement of Upper Canada

William Canniff

1869

" On the 7th October, 1807, Mr. Justice Cochrane, Mr. Gray, the Solicitor
General, and Mr. Angus McDonald, embarked at York, with several other
passengers on the Speed, a Government schooner, commanded by Captain
Paxton, for the purpose of going to Newcastle where the Assizes were to ho
held on the 10th. The vessel was seen a few miles from her destined port on
the evening of the 8th. The wind commenced to blow, and the schooner
was never heard of more. There were pieces picked up on the opposite
shore. Mr. Cochrane was young in years, but not in piety." The above is
extracted from the Kingston Gazette, written by " Reckoner," which was the
name under which Dr. Strachan contributed to that paper. Colonel Clark, of
Dalhousie, says " | recollect the loss of the Speedy," and he remarks of
Solicitor General Gray, that he was "a noble character, noted for his
sympathy on behalf of abolishing slavery." He says that there were upwards
of twenty passengers, among them he mentions Jacob Herkimer, a
merchant of York.” (No mention of earlier parts of the story.)

Oshawa Vindicator

Abram Farewell

1869

“The following is compiled from an article which appeared in the “Oshawa
Vindicator” on the 6™ of December 1869, an obituary article, supposed to
have been from the pen of the late Abram Farewell, M.P.P. on the occasion
of the decease of his father Ackeus Moody Farewell and coming from such
as source, the information contained therein may be relied upon as
accurate”

Frame 182 “Moody Farewell and his brother William made arrangements
for establishing a trading house at Ball Point, Lake Scugog, for the purpose
of furs from the Chippewa tribe of Indians then inhabiting that part of
Canada and the other lakes connecting with Lake Scugog.”

Toronto of Old

Scadding

1873

“The deed was done at Ball Point on Lake Scugog, .. “ [291]
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Scadding

1873

“The deed was done at Ball Point on Lake Scugog, where John Sharp was in
charge of a trading post for furs belonging to the Messrs. Farewell.”

Belden Co Atlas North’d

Wellington?

1878

Does not say location. “back on Lake Scugog”

Lunenburg

Pringle

1890

Does not say location. Mostly John Baker’s story.

Samuel Pedlar Manuscript

Samuel Pedlar

1894

Both

Both

“Moody Farewell and his brother William made arrangements for
establishing a trading house at Ball Point, Lake Scugog for the purchase of
furs from the Chippewa tribe of Indians then inhabiting that part of Canada
and the other lakes connecting with Lake Scugog.”

Then, just a paragraph later .....

“ ... the Farewell brothers left their trading house at Ball Point (Washburn
Island) now Mariposa for the purpose of gathering in some furs ... “

Landmarks of Toronto

Robertson

1894

“The deed was done at Ball Point, on Lake Scugog, where John Sharp was in
charge of a trading post for furs belonging to the Messrs. Farewell.”
Mr. Scadding’s words.....

Brighton Ensign

| M Wellington

1895

“The latter part of that summer the Speedy was lost. The facts in connection
with the narrative are these: Wm. and A. 3d. Farewell, two brothers, whose
home was on or near Oshawa Creek, were in the habit of going out to
Scugog Lake every winter for the purpose of trapping and to trade for furs
with the Indians, and in the early part of the winter of 1804 they went out
to the lake, taking with them a man by the name of John Sharp. One day
they left Sharp in charge of the camp while the two brothers proceeded up
the Scugog in search of the best places for trapping. On their return they
found that Sharp had been murdered; his skull had been smashed in with a
club, and the camp had been robbed.” (No mention of exact location)

“This sketch of Presqu’isle was written by the late Mr. I. M. Wellington, of
Brighton, and appeared in The Brighton Ensign of the following dates: Jan.
25th, Feb. 1st, Feb. 8th., and Feb. 15th, 1895. It has been transmitted to the
Ontario Historical Society by Mr. W. E. Lear, of Brighton.” (This last partis a
footnote below the first page of the story “Presqu’ile” in the Ontario
Historical Society in 1905.)

Orono News, August 29, 1901

J. W. Odell

1901

“Pitching their tent on what is now called Washburn Island and leaving
Sharp ... “

“One afternoon in the first week of August, while Mr. Gilfillan, Headmaster
of Bowmanville H.S., and Mr. J.W. Odell, Math. Master Cobourg C.I., were
strolling along the shore of Washburn Island, where they were spending
holidays, the latter noticed the end of a bone protruding from the edge of a
bank. His curiosity being aroused he immediately began to satisfy it by
excavating. The further he proceeded the more mysterious grew the
mystery as the bones proved themselves to be human. At last the whole




skeleton was exhumed, though in a very decayed condition. It was at first
thought to be that of an Indian, but on piecing the fragments of the skull
together, Dr. Blewett, of Chicago, Dr. Trebilcock, of Enniskillen and W.H.
Elliott B.T., Vice Principal of Toronto Normal School, unhesitatingly declared
it to be that of a white man with a remarkably well '‘bumped' cranium. Still
more mysterious grew the mystery, for on examination, death had evidently
resulted from one or more severe blows on the left side of the skull which
had been crushed in. The upper and lower jaws were smashed as with a
tomahawk or hatchet knocking out the front teeth, while all the rest were in
an excellent state of preservation without a sign of ante mortum decay.
The body presented the appearance of a hurried burial as it was only about
two feet below the surface of the earth. The grave was situated about
twelve rods east of the spring where the traders had encamped and the
crime committed, on Henry Bowen's farm, from whom the writer obtained
the greater portion of the story of this tragedy. The facts of the murder of
Sharp by O-go-tang-nat and his burial east of the spring on Bowen's farm
with the finding of a skeleton of a white man almost in the exact place as
narrated, with indications so plainly pointing to the manner of death, prove
beyond a doubt, that the remains are those of the unfortunate Sharp.”
Page 126 & 127, Speedy Justice, from newspaper article in Orono News,
August 29 1901, J.W.O. — John w. Odell

Osgoode Hall Reminiscences Hamilton 1904 Does not say location. Focus on lawyers.

Samuel Pedlar Manuscript Samuel Pedlar 1904 Pedlar repeats Abram Farewell’s info from Vindicator, 1869.

Ontario Historical Society I M Wellington 1905 Same as in Brighton Ensign in 1895.

Ontario County History J E Farewell 1907 “The Farewells soon opened up a trade with the Indians, and in 1806 left

Whitby Gazette-Chronicle their man, John Sharp, in charge of their camp at Washburne Island, Lake
Scugog, ... “
“The bones of a man were found last summer by some campers on
Washburne Island and from their position it is probable they were those of
John Sharp, who was murdered by Ogetonicut.”

On the Shores of Scugog Samuel Farmer 1913 “Away back in 1806, The Farewells, who lived at the Front opened up a
trading post for barter with the Indians at Washburn’s Island on Lake
Scugog. They left their agent, John Sharp, in charge of the post, while they
went to tell the Indians their purpose. when they came back to camp, they
found that Sharp had been killed.” (From Grant Karcich)

Old Province Tales Riddell 1920 “The Farewells formed a trading camp on Washburne Island in Lake

Scugog.” Pg 118




Historical Sketches of Oshawa T. E. Kaiser 1921 “About the close of the second spring's trading, the two brothers left their
trading house on Ball Point, now township of Mariposa, for the purpose of
gathering in some furs, .. “ page 12
Note: In spite of the fact that J. E. Farewell was Clerk of Ontario County and
T. E. Kaiser was mayor of Oshawa, on this point Kaiser goes back to Abram
Farewell and Pedlar.

Ghost Ship of Lake Ontario Fred Williams 1938 Says “Walpole Island”!!! Also says the author was aided by Hon. W. R.

Globe and Mail Riddell.

The Loss of the Speedy C HJ Snider 1949 “Farewell Brothers Scugog store and trading post at Ball Point had been

Schooner Days found deserted and plundered, with the body of John Sharpe, late of the
Queen's Rangers, lying with battered head in a pool of clotted blood on the
floor. He had been Farewell's factor, who trapped and traded with the
Indians for furs.”
Snider took much of | M Wellington’s ideas but also specifically mentions
Ball Point as the location of the murder.

Canvas & Steam On Quinte Willis Metcalfe 1968 Prince Edward Historical Society, Picton — Where Lies the Speedy, page 200

Waters I in book of many ships and wrecks around Bay of Quinte. Metcalfe refers to
Snider several times, had a picture with him. Version of Speedy story comes
largely from Snider. No mention of specific location — Lake Scugog.

Scugog Route Historical Plaque Leslie Frost 1971 “The Scugog Route. This river and lake formed part of an Indian route from
the Kawartha and Algonquin Park areas to Lake Ontario. During the French
Regime efforts were made to prevent English traders from the Oswego
area bartering with Indians who used such routes. Trading posts were
established among the Mississauga by the beginning of the nineteenth
century. In 1804 the killing on Washburn Island, Lake Scugog of trader John
Sharp led to the subsequent loss on Lake Ontario of the Schooner Speedy
bearing the accused Mississauga and trial officials.”

Canadian Diving News Tom Towson 1972 Does not say location. Story from diving enthusiast point of view.

The Tobey Book I M Wellington 1975 Repeat of I. M. Wellington’s story, which does not mention location.

The Last and Fateful voyage of Donald Jones 1990 “Two American brothers named Farewell had set up a fur trading post near

HMS Speedy — Historical Toronto, Lake Scugog and had brought with them their hired man, John Sharp.”

Toronto Star Does not say exact location.

The Mysterious sinking of the Percy L. Climo 1992 “The Farewell boys went north to Lake Scugog to trade with the Indians for

Speedy — Golden Memories

furs and to trap. They were accompanied by John Sharp, who looked after
Scugog camp in their absence. On their return, they found the unfortunate
John Sharp had been murdered by club blows to the head.”

Does not say exact location of trading post.




Speedy Justice

O’Brien

1992

Quotes Kaiser, “About the close of the second spring's trading, the two
brothers left their trading house on Ball Point, now township of Mariposa,
for the purpose of gathering in some furs, .. “ page 12 page 59

O’Brien also quotes the Orono News article from 1901 which tells of the
skeleton found near Henry Bowen’s farm. “prove beyond a doubt” is the
important phrase. See below.

What Happened to HMS Speedy?
Trentonian Life

Derek Baldwin

1992

Does not say location. More about Ed Burtt and exploring for the wreck.

Question: Has the Shipwreck Been
Found? - The Intelligencer

1993

Does not say location. Interview with Ed Burtt deals mostly with exploring
the wreck site and whether it is the Speedy.

Story of HMS Speedy

Townsend

1998

“Farewell Brothers store and trading post at Ball Point, Lake Scugog, had
been found deserted and plundered, with the body of John Sharpe, late of
the Queen's Rangers, lying with his battered head in a pool of clotted blood
on the floor. He had been Farewells' factor, who trapped and traded with
the Indians for furs.” (Word for word from Snider)

Steamboats of Scugog

Paul Arculus

2000

“John Stegman’s Survey: The 1804 survey of John Stegmann is wrapped in
tragedy: the event which necessitated its commission, the result of the
survey and the fate of Stegmann himself. In the early 1800's two brothers,
William and Moody Farewell set up business at the mouth of the Oshawa
Creek as fur traders. They explored the area extensively looking for good
sites to set up trading posts. In the spring of 1804, they made their way to
Washburn Island on Lake Scugog taking John Sharp with them.” ...

“This factor can be clearly seen in his delineation of the shore in the region
of present day Port Perry. A double line, clearly an error, is quite obvious
and he paid no attention to what is now Ball Point, to the east of Washburn
Island. Obviously, he had determined that Washburn Island was in the
Newcastle District and any details east of that point were not relevant to his
task.” (Map from Stegman survey page 6 — sketch, look closely)

The Wreck of the H.M.S. Speedy
Orono Weekly Times

Myno Van Dyke
Ed Burtt

2003

“Back in 1803, things were not going well between the native Indians and
the white folk. Especially, at Ball Point on the shores of Lake Scugog, where
a Chippewa Muskrat called Whistling Duck was murdered by a white British
fur trader names Samuel Cozens. ... “

Whistling Duck’s brother, Ogetonicut, decided to take justice into his own
hand at the Farewell Brothers Store and Trading Post at Ball Point. A soldier,
John Sharp, a member of the Queen’s Rangers, was found dead with his
skull caved in.” (This sounds like it came directly from Ed Burtt)

Presqu’ile Provincial Park

Rindlisbacher

2003

Does not say location. Newsletter for 2004 Speedy commemoration.

The Disappearance of the Speedy

Hugh Cochrane

2007

“A survey party led by Stegman established that the site, Ball Point on Lake
Scugog, was in the Newcastle District rather than the Home District, .. “




Historic Ontario Doug Taylor 2012 “The second murder was committed at Ball Point on Lake Scugog, where
Sharp was in charge of a trading post for furs belonging to Messrs.
Farewell.” www.taylorhistory.com

The Changing Face of the Glenn Walker 2012 “He then sold out to Lawrence Herkimer, son of John Jost Herkimer, a fur

Kawarthas trader who had settled at Cataraqui as a Loyalist in 1784 or 1785. In the
United States, John had a reputation for selling excessive quantities of rum.
Lawrence's brother, Jacob, was a Toronto merchant, who it seems had some
involvement with the Lake Scugog trade. By 1804 William and Moody
Farewell were trading on Washburn Island for the North West Company.”
Page 50

Review of “The Speedy” by Erin Gerofsky 2014 Does not say location. Mostly complaining about how bad the presentation

UnSpun Theatre of the Speedy story was in this production at Harbourfront.

Scugog Carrying Place Karcich 2017 “Around 1803 they set out to build a trading house on Ball Point on the

northeast end of Lake Scugog.” Page 78




