
WABAKININE (Wabacoming, Wabicanine, Waipykanine), Mississauga Ojibwa 
chief and warrior; d. August 1796 near York (Toronto). 

The most important event in Wabakinine’s life was his death, and the story of his 
violent end and its consequences helps dispel the traditional belief that relations 
between whites and Indians in Upper Canada were generally harmonious.

Wabakinine signed several early land surrenders in present-day southern Ontario. 
On 9 May 1781 he was one of the Mississaugas (as the white settlers termed Ojibwas on 
the north shore of Lake Ontario) who confirmed the previous cession of a strip of land 
four miles wide along the west bank of the Niagara River. His name beads the list of ten 
Mississauga signatories to an agreement of 22 May 1784, which surrendered lands at 
the western end of Lake Ontario to the crown. It relinquished about one-half of the 
band’s hunting grounds, reserving only the “Mississauga Tract,” an area between 
Burlington Bay and the Credit River. Wabakinine was present at a conference of 
December 1792 that clarified the boundaries established by the 1784 agreement, and he 
signed a document of 24 Oct. 1795 conveying an additional 3, 500 acres to the crown. 
Hundreds of American immigrants began farming in the surrendered territory and 
made the Mississaugas’ lives a nightmare: farmers threatened to shoot the Indians for 
“trespassing”; vandals desecrated their graves; epidemics against which the band had 
no immunity reduced its population from over 500 to roughly 350 between 1787 and 
1798.

Late in August 1796 Wabakinine, his wife, sister, and others went to York from the 
Credit River to sell some salmon. With the money they had earned, they bought liquor 
and began drinking. Taking advantage of the situation, a soldier named Charles 
McCuen approached the chief s sister. To “induce her to grant him certain favours” he 
offered her some rum and a dollar, and that evening, 20 August, went to the Indians’ 
encampment. Wabakinine’s wife saw him, wakened her husband, and told him the 
whites were going to kill his sister. The chief, half-asleep and half-drunk, stumbled 
towards the soldier. In the scuffle that followed, McCuen hit him soundly on the head 
with a rock, knocking him senseless to the ground. He later died from the blow.

Several weeks after, his wife died as well, When word reached some Mississaugas 
hunting around the upper Thames River that she had died of ill treatment by the 
whites, they called for revenge. Her brother, “said to be a considerable Chief,” gathered 
the band and stopped Augustus Jones*, a provincial surveyor, from proceeding with his 
survey of the Grand River region.



The thought of a native uprising had always terrified the Upper Canadian authorities, 
and the deaths of Wabakinine and his wife came at a particularly tense period. A 
projected attack on the province by French and Spanish forces from the Mississippi 
valley was rumoured, and it was feared that Joseph Brant [Thayendanegea*] might lead 
the Indians to join them. He and the colonial authorities had been at loggerheads for a 
decade over his claim that the Six Nations had the right to sell and lease land on any 
part of their Grand River Reserve, and he was losing patience. Immediately after 
hearing of Wabakinine’s murder, Brant sent a wampum belt to the Indians on the 
Upper Lakes inviting the chiefs to the Grand River the following summer. For several 
weeks in the late winter of 1796–97 the organization of a rebellion appeared to have 
begun. The fact that McCuen had been discharged for want of evidence no doubt 
contributed to the Indians’ resentment. On 15 Feb. 1797 Ningausim, “a Principal Chief 
lately from Lake Huron,” asked Augustus Jones, whose Indian wife was a Mississauga, 
to join him and several Mississaugas meeting at York. Jones later reported that 
Ningausim wished “to open a war against the English to get Satisfaction, for what had 
been done; saying that he had at the Place of his residence, a great number of young 
warriors, that he could bring out at his command.”

No Franco-Spanish attack occurred, and the uprising never came. Peter Russell*, the 
administrator of Upper Canada, recognized the agreements Brant had made to sell 
lands to various whites. The possibility of the 400 Iroquois warriors joining the several 
hundred Ojibwas who would have been involved was thus removed. Too weak to act on 
their own, the Ojibwas abandoned the idea of avenging Wabakinine’s death.
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